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Race  hate  inquiry  on 

‘Incitement  to 


riot  speeches 


violence’  is 
attacked  by 
Yard  chief 


By  Richard  Ford,  Stewart  Tendler 
and  Stephen  Farrell 
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Sm  PAUL  CONDON  last 
night  _  Iaundied  a  criminal 
investigation  into  mflamma- 
toiy  speeches  which  he 
claimed  incited  people  to  riot 
and  attack  the  police  in 
Brixton  on  Wednesday  night 

The  Metropolitan  Police 
Commissioner  condemned  the 
“thugs”  who  caused  £1  million 
of  damage;  but  he  saved  his 
strongest  language  for  those 
he  accused  of  fanning  the 
flames  of  hatred  with  their 
speeches  outskfe  Brixton 
police  station. 

He  said  dial  speakers  ai  a 
vigil  protesting  about  the 
death  of  a  black  tnim  in  police 
custody— could  face  criminal 
charges  if  they  were  found  to 
have  mated  people  to  cause 
.trouble  blithe  smith  London 
borough. 

•  “t-think  what  was  un- 
fargiyeabJewas  the  inflainma- 
■tory'speeches  by  people 
the  police:  stathnu*  he 
said.  “They  could  have  acted 
responsibly  but  they  actually 
:  inateKviolence  and  we  will 
cer&bly  have  a  criminal  in¬ 
quiry  into  this  aspect  of  what 
^happened.”  . 

!  j.l'Tfc;  police  are  expected  to 
.•.’sai&ar  report  to  die  Crown 
.^Pn^cudan  Service,  but  no 
*  jmmixiiaie. '  action  is  likely 
while  tensions  remain  high, 
r  Sff  Phtif  mentioned  nobody 
i.  hy name»but  police  are  study? 
ing.  a  leaflet  put  out  by  the 
disgraced  barrister  Rudy 
yjNiffayaiii  calling  for  people  to 
vtalds  tfown  the:  registration  . 

numbers  of  Brixton  police- 
7  ifeimfecara  'and  list  .  their  home 


Mr  Narayan  told  the  gath¬ 
ering  on  Wednesday:  “The 
;  rBrixtoq.  police  are  killers  and 
.'‘•they.  Wfltj^itorierstand  what 
they  •  lave  done  until  erne  of 
r  than  ias  been  kflled-"  And 
-  last  mfdg  he  declared  that  his 
speed*.  was  “no‘mbre  inflam- 


^nratojytnan  KiBHig  a  man  in 
IKtocuslody"^ 

'  Mr  -T^arayan,  bad  been 
speakmganhevigi]  organised 
.  ftytbeNational  Black  Caucus 
•  for  Wsyiie  Douglas  who  died 


injured  and  22  arrested. 
Shops,  a  garage  and  public 
houses  were  attacked  and 
looted,  vehicles  set  cm  fire  and 
shots  were  fixed. 

Last  night,  as  hundreds  of 
extra  officers  stood  by  in  case 
of  further  trouble.  Michael 
Howard  appealed  for  calm. 
After  touring  the  riot  scene, 
the  Home  Secretary  said: 
“There  can  be  no  excuse 
whatsoever  for  the  lawless¬ 
ness  which  took  place  in 
Brixton." 

He  had  spoken  to  commun¬ 
ity  leaders  and  he  was  sure 
that  die  overwhelming  major¬ 
ity  were  very  angry  about 
what  had  happened,  thty  were 
“building  a  new  Brixton,  a 
better  Brixton.  a  Brixton  offer¬ 
ing  better  opportunities  and 
hope  for  the  residents.” 

Labour  also  condemned  the 
rioting  and  Jade  Straw,  the 
Shadow  Home  Secretary, 
said:  “Of  course  Brixton.  Eke 
other  uiner  city  areas,  has 
many  social  arid  economic 
disadvantages-  But  criminal 
activity  like  last  night’s  can 
only  worsen  Brixton's  prob¬ 
lems,  not  improve  them.” 

Keith  HH1  and  Kate  Hoey, 
both  local  Labour  MPs,  also 
criticised  the  violence,  saying 
that  the  vast  majority  of  local 
people  would  deplore  the  ac¬ 
tion,  which  had  damaged 
businesses  and  local  incomes. 

Wayne  Douglas’s  brother, 
Albert,  blamed  die  police  for 
the  rioting,  however,  saying: 
“1  think  this  was  as  a  result  of 
the  youths  of  Brixton  being 
constantly  arrested.  People  are 
very  angry  about  the  death  of 
my  brother  and  they  wanted  to 
do  something  about  it.  The 
police  need  to  be  aware  of  the 
needs  of  the  youths  on  the 
streets,  here  is  nothing  being 
done  for  them  and  they  fed 
frustration.” 

Lee  Jasper,  the  head  of  the 
National  Black  Caucus,  re¬ 
peated  his  calls  for  an  inquiry 
into  Mr  Douglas’s  death  and 
said:  “Last  night  was  nothing 
reafiy.  It  was  a  minor  blip,  but 
Continued  on  page  3,  coll 
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Narayan:  urged  protesters  to  note  policmen’s  home  addresses  and  car  registrations 


Tisshaw:  “I  didn't  think  I  was  going  to  die.  I’m  too  much  of  an  optimist” 


Clf  a  policeman  is  killed  because  he 
is  behaving  badly  I  will  not  fret? 


C I  got  dragged  off  my  bike  and 
just  got  one  hell  of  a  kicking  9 


By  Richard  Ford 


S: .  aggravated  _  burglary  last 
— :  (::rf  weefcf  Rk^ing  erupted  after- 
^  wards  in  which  12  people  were 
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RUDY  NARAYAN.  the 
strack-off  black  barrister  who 
helped  to  organise  the  vigil 
outside  Brixton  police  station 
for  Wayne  Douglas,  the  bur¬ 
glary  suspect  who  died  in 
custody,  told  the  crowd:  “The 
Brixton  police  are  killers  and 
they  wiD  not  understand  what 
they  have  done  until  one  of 
them  has  been  kilted. 

“The  police  are  using  public 
money  and  public  equipment 
to  Jou  Made  people:  If  a 
policeman  is  kilted  because  he 
is  behaving  badly  I  will  not 
fret”. 

Mr  Narayan,  57,  also  hand¬ 
ed  out  leaflets  urging  people 
to  take  down  the  registration 
numbers  of  Brixton  police 
officers’  cars  and  list  their 
home  addresses. 

The  leaflet,  headed  Civil 
Rights  (UK)  Ltd,  says: 
“Wayne  Douglas's  Christmas 


present  from  Brixton  police 
was  -  death!  What  will 
Brixton's  Made  community 
give  Brixton  police  fair 
Christmas?". 

“Brixton  Police  are  dearly 
led  and  incited  from  within  by 
the  most  vndous  racist  killers 
the  black  community  has  ever 
seen. 

"It  is  high  time  that  Brixton 
Police  was  made  folly  ac¬ 
countable  for  this  MURDER. 
All  the  officers  concerned 
should  be  charged  with 
MURDER  The  Chief  Officer 
of  Brixton  Police  Station 
should  be  sacked  forthwith. 
The  Lambeth  Police  liaison 
Committee,  that  assembly  of 
fools,  charlatans  and  apolo¬ 
gists  for  police  crime  should 
be  hounded  out  of  existence 
for  the  treachery  they  are 
wreaking  on  the  Brixton 
black  community. 

“Wayne  Douglas’s  Christ¬ 
mas  present  bom  Brixton 


Police  was  DEATH.  What 
will  Brixton’s  Hack  commun¬ 
ity  give  Brixton  Police  for 
Christmas?  We  can  start  by 
taking  down  the  registration 
numbers  of  Brixton  Police 
officers’  motor  cars  ....  we 
can  also  list  their  private 
home  addresses.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  immediate  and 
severe  action  is  required  be¬ 
fore  Brixton  Police  will  kin 
again.  Stop  the  serial  killers 
policing  Lambeth's  streets." 

Mr  Narayan  said  yester¬ 
day:  “It  would  be  a  great 
honour  to  be  prosecuted  for 
indtement  or  any  thing  else 
arising  out  of  this.  I  don’t 
think  the  police  realise  the 
sting  of  death  that  they  dealt 
to  this  community  before 
Christmas.  I  think  were  they 
to  continue  with  the  present 
confrontational  tactics  sooner 
or  later  a  policeman  is  going 
to  be  killed  and  then  ail  hell 
will  break  lose”. 


By  Joanna  Bale 


A  POLICEMAN  described 
yesterday  bow  he  was  dragged 
off  his  motorcycle  and  beaten 
by  rioters  in  Brixton. 

PC  John  Tisshaw,  39,  suf¬ 
fered  a  broken  collar  bone 
when  he  was  mobbed  by  a 
gang  of  youths  as  he  directed 
traffic  on  Wednesday.  He 
said:  “We  were  on  the  junction 
of  Acre  Lane  and  Brixton 
Road  directing  traffic  and  the 
trouble  had  been  bubbling 
over  for  the  best  part  of  the 
evening.  As  we  started  to  move 
out  1  wasn't  quick  enough  and 
20  or  30  came  at  me  from 
behind.  Before  I  knew  what 
had  happened  I  got  dragged 
off  my  bike  and  l  really  just 
got  one  hell  of  a  Jacking. 

“I  had  the  crash  helmet  on, 
which  was  quite  lucky  because 
I  can  remember  two  or  three 
fairly  substantial  kicks  into 
the  helmet.  J  don't  know  how  , 


long  it  went  on  for,  but  there 
were  five  or  six  people,  white 
or  coloured  I  just  don’t  know." 

A  motorist  drove  at  the 
crowd,  forcing  it  to  disperse  so 
that  PC  Tisshaw  could  be 
saved  and  yesterday  he  was 
recovering  in  hospital. 

Asked  what  was  going 
through  his  mind,-  he  said: 


“Once  you  Ye  rolling  down  on 
the  floor  and  getting  kicked 
right,  left  and  centre,  self- 
preservation  takes  over.  1 
thought  ‘How  am  I  going  to 
get  out  of  this?1 1  didn't  think  I 
was  going  to  die  but  perhaps 
that's  because  I’m  too  much  of 
an  optimist.  I  just  felt  fright¬ 
ened  by  it” 
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Major  faces  snub 
on  single  currency 


By  Philip  Webster  in  Madrid  and  George  Brock 


BRITAIN’S  doubts  over  a 
single  European  currency 
were  reinforced  last  night  as 
John  Major  arrived  in  Madrid 
for  a  nro-day  summit  that  will 
be  docninated  by  the  issue  of 
monetary  union. 

The  Prime  Mmister, ,  ypeakr 

that  it  was  “absolu^^fofoera- 
tive”  that  the  European  Union 
should  carry  out  a  full-scale 
study  into  the  implications  of  a 
single  currency  going  ahead 
with  only  a  few  countries  as 
members.  He  said  that  the 
Union  had  so  far  faded  to 
grasp  foe  implications  of  only 
a  minority  of  countries  such  as 
France  and  Germany  joining 
a  single  currenty. 

The  Government's  sceptical 
line  bad  earlier  been  under¬ 
lined  when  Malcolm  Rifldnd 
foe  Foreign  Secretary,  spoke  of 
the  "sacrifice  of  national  con¬ 
trol  "that  woidd  be  involved  in 
a  single'  currency.  As  the 


summit  today  derides  on  the 
name  of  a  future  single  curren¬ 
cy,  with  Euro  the  favourite. 
.  Mr  Major  is  to  concentrate  on 
a  cad  for  a  far-reaching  study 
of  the  pitfalls  of  monetary 
union  if  only  a  handful  of 
countries  can  join. 

White  the  FYime  Minister  is 
likely  to  win  his  study,  the 
Union  is  expected  to  and 
confirm  January  1 1999  as  the 
starting  date.  In  an  interview 
with  The  Times  yesterday  Mr 
Rifldnd  adopted  his  most  scep¬ 
tical  tone  about  a  single  cur¬ 
rency.  He  said:  "Everyone 
accepts  that  monetary  union 
means  that  national  parlia¬ 
ments  ami  national  govern¬ 
ments  wouM  no  longer  be  able 
to  have  contarf  over,  or  even  a 
dominant  influence  on,  a 
whote  range  of  monetary  deri- 
sions  and  economic  decisions 
as  a  consequence.” 
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AT  midday  yesterday  the  Pres¬ 
idents  of  Bosnia,  Serbia  and 
Croatia  signed  the  Bosnia- 
Herzegovina  Peace  Accord, 
formally  bringing  to  an  end  a 
bloody  conflict  that  has  re¬ 
drawn  the  map  of  Europe, 
leaving  more  than  200,000 
dead  and  nearly  three  million 
homeless. 

But  as  the  leaders  of  the 
former  Yugoslav  republics 
were  preparing  to  shake 
hands  over  the  pact  at  foe 
EtysCe  Palace  in  Paris,  a 
French  United  Nations  heli¬ 
copter  was  hft  ty  gunfire  from 
Bosnian  government  troops, 
an  attack  that  indicates  just 
bow  elusive  a  lasting  peace 
may  be  in  the  war-shattered 
Balkans.  . 

"Bosnia  must  find  a  way, 
with  God’s  grace,  to  lay  down 
the  hatred,  to  give  up  the 
revenge,  to  go  forward  togeth¬ 
er,"  President  Clinton  said  as 
he  joined  John  Major,  Hehnut 


Kohl,  the  German  Chancellor, 
and  more  than  50  other  world 
leaders  to  witness  yesterday's 
signing  ceremony,  at  which 
the  host  was  President  Chirac 
of  Ranee. 

After  signing  the  agreement 
with  President  Milosevic  of 
Serbia  and  President  Tudj- 
man  of  Croatia,  President 
toetbegovic  of  Bosnia  told  the 
assembled  dignitaries:  “1  feel 
like  a  man  swallowing  a  bitter 
but  useful  medicine,  but  I  can 
assure  you  we  are  signing  this 
peace  treaty  with  sincerity.” 

The  French  UN  helicopter 
had  to  make  an  emergency 
landing  after  it  was  hit  by 
small  arms  fire  as  it  flew  to  the 
aid  of  20  Bosnian  army  troops 
trapped  by  heavy  snow.  Thoe 
were  no  injuries  and  rto  imme¬ 
diate  indication  of  why  the 
Bosnian  troops  had  opened 
fire. 
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Basque-baiting  triggers  battle  of  the  Barbies 


It  was  the  battle  of  the 
blondes  at  the  Commons 
yesterday.  From  the  front 
bench,  lips  pursed  and  eyes 
aflame,  rose  a  gorgeous,  pout¬ 
ing.  hair-tossing  creature,  im¬ 
peccably  coifled.  And  that  was 
just  Michael  Heseltine-  Ready 
for  battle  opposite  him  was 
the  honey-blonde  Shadow 
Leader  of  the  House,  Labour's 
Ann  Taylor.  Ash-blond  vs 
honey-blonde;  Barbie  vs 
Barbie. 

_  Mr  Heseltine  was  standing 
in  for  the  Prime  Minister, 
away  in  Europe.  But  Aim 
Taylor?  MPs  scratched  then- 
heads.  Where  was  Labour’s 
Deputy  Leader.  John  Prescott, 
who  normally  serves  in  Tony 
Blair's  place  when  there  isn't  a 
real  PM  to  question?  Had 


Prescott  done  a  Stephen  Fry 
alter  those  mixed  reviews  of 
his  Budget  debate 
performance? 

WUd  rumours  swept  the 
Press  Gallery.  One  of  these 
was  that  seasonal  influenza 
had  taken  its  top  on  die 
Hansard  room.  Being  unable 
to  field  a  full  army  of  parlia¬ 
mentary  reporters,  the  Editor 
of  Hansard  had  begged 
Labour’s  high  command  not 
.  to  send  John  Prescott  into  die 
chamber,  because  reinforce¬ 
ments  were  simply  not  avail¬ 
able  should  stenographers  fall 
in  battle  against  Mr  Prescott's 
syntax,  as  stenographers  often 
do^being  carried  on  stretchers 
from  the  Reporters'  Gallery. 

The  truth,  it  turned  out.  was 
only  slightly  less  exotic  Pres¬ 


cott  was  in  Madrid.  It  seems 
there  is  an  international  so¬ 
cialist  conference  there,  and 
Blah's  deputy  is  representing 
the  Labour  Party.  Our  hearts 
went  out  to  the  Madrid  team 
of  simultaneous  translators, 
quaking  in  their  headphones, 
awaiting  Mr  Prescott’s  arriv¬ 
al  To  test  their  mettle,  they 
might  tty  simultaneously 
translating  this  from  that  bud¬ 
get  speech  into  Spanish,  Cata¬ 
lan  and  Basque . , . 

{S enor  Juan  Prescott):  “ And 
then  of  course  there  was  the 
night  the  other  question  of 


the  assault  this  weekend  on 
people’s  attitudes  and  minds 
about  the  approach  to  the 
Budget.” 

Qua?  Or  they  could  try; ". . . 
and  wdll  come  to  in  a  second 
just  because  the  Hon  Mem¬ 
ber  has  discovered  private 
finance  initiatives,  let  us  tell 
him,  we  were  tatting  about 
this  Dispatch  Bax  when  the 
Government  was  constantly 
telling  us  you  couldn't  have, 
and  . .  "  The  thought  occurs 
that  Mr  Prescott's  speeches 
may  in  (act  have  been  trans¬ 
lated  from  die  Basque.  In  his 


place  yesterday,  Ann  Taylor 
confidently  boated  Michael 
Heseltine  over  what  she  al¬ 
leged  was  the  cost  of  rail  pri¬ 
vatisation.  Heseltine  dealt  in 
relaxed  style  with  her  enqui¬ 
ries,  and  was  hitting  most 
questions  for  easy  twos,  when 
an  unexpected  opportunity  for 
a  six  came  his  way. 

It  was  on  the  last  question, 
from  another  Ann:  Ann 
Chvyd,  former  overseas  aid 
spokesman,  sacked  by  Tony 
Blair  earlier  tins  year.  Bitter1' 
ness  Ungers.  Gwyd’s  har¬ 
poon.  ostensibly  aimed  at 
Heseltine,  sank  itself  instead 
into  “new”  Labour.  Tower 
Colliery  in  her  constituency, 
she  tokl  the  House,  which 
Heseltine  had  once  wanted  to 
dose,  had  just  returned  a  £3 


million  profit  after  reopening 
as  a  co-operative.  That  proved 
what  you  could  do“if  you  give 
the  workers  control  of  the 
means  of  production”.  Hezza 
waded  in. 

Spin  doctors  quailed.  Peter 
Mandelson  (Lab.  new. 
Hartdpool},  always  pale, 
blanched  a  whiter  shade. 
Thoroughly  -Modern  Mo 
Mowlam  rushed  out  —  no 
doubt  for  her  mobile  phone: 
“Tony!  Quick!  Come  back! 
You  leave  the  House  for  just 
one  afternoon  and  the  Left  are 
all  over  the  shopT 

When  her  pit  was  threat¬ 
ened,  Ms  Qwyd  staged  a 
protest  sit-in  at  the  bottom  of  a 
mineshaft  To  judge  by  the 
look  on  Mandeison’s  face  she 
may  soon  be  back  there. 


Privatisation  postponed  for  a  year 


Student  loans  delay 
leaves  £100m  hole 
in  education  budget 


By  John  O’Leary 

EDUCATION  EDITOR 


PLANS  to  privatise  student 
loans  are  to  be  postponed  by  a 
year,  Eric  Forth,  the  Educa¬ 
tion  Minister,  announced  yes¬ 
terday.  The  delay  will  prevent 
the  adoption  of  a  new  system 
before  the  next  election. 

The  announcement,  only  a 
week  after  MPS  had  begun 
debating  the  Bill,  leaves  a  E100 
million  hole  in  the  Depart¬ 
ment  for  Education  and  Em¬ 
ployment’s  budget  for  next 
year.  The  Chancellor  had 
identified  immediate  savings 
from  the  transfer  of  liabilities 
from  the  Student  Loans  Com¬ 
pany  next  October. 

Ministers  had  hoped  that 
banks  and  building  societies 
would  take  over  in  the  next 
academic  year,  but  the  Institu¬ 
tions  have  proved  reluctant  to 
participate.  Mr  Forth  told  the 
Commons  committee  debat¬ 
ing  the  Bill  that  private  lend¬ 
ers  wanted  more  time  to 
prepare  a  scheme. 

Labour  said  die  announce¬ 
ment  proved  that  the  privati¬ 
sation  plan  was  “a  flop".  Only 


Forth:  blamed  mergers 
and  new  technology 


two  days  ago,  the  Government 
had  voted  down  an  amend¬ 
ment  proposing  that  the 
scheme  should  be  delayed. 

Debate  on  the  Student 
Loans  Bill  will  continue  on  the 
Government’s  original  timeta¬ 
ble;  but  the  target  date  for 
implementation  will  slip  to 
October  1997.  after  die  latest 
date  for  a  general  election.  Mr 
Forth  told  MPs  that  complica- 


Protests  force  delay  on 
asylum  benefit  curb 


PETER  ULLEY  has  post¬ 
poned  plans  to  withdraw  wel¬ 
fare  benefits  from  asylum 
seekers  next  month  after  pro¬ 
tests  that  the  proposals  had 
not  been  debated  by  MPs 
(Arthur  Leathley  writes). 

The  Government  said  yes¬ 
terday  that  its  plans  to  stop 
payments  for  13.000  asylum 
seekers  would  not  be  imple¬ 
mented  by  the  Social  Security 


Secretary’s  January  8  target 
The  Commons  will  debate 
them  in  the  new  year. 

Several  councils  with  large 
numbers  of  asylum  seekers, 
including  Tory-controlled 
Westminster,  had  complained 
that  they  would  be  responible 
for  housing,  food  and  clothing 
costs  until  the  Asylum  and 
Immigration  Bill  becomes  law 
later  next  year. 


Seiko  Kinetic®.  The  first  arid  only  quart*  watch 
that  generates  its  own  eriergr  from  your  every; 
movement.  The  perpetual  accuracy  of  quartz  - 
naturally,  without  a  battery.  Its  tiny  powerhouse 
converts  even  your  slightest  movement  into 
electrical  impulses.  Ecotogfcally  sound  and  ultimately 
reliable.  Seiko  Kinetic  is  so  efficient  that  you  only 
need  to  wear  it  for  one  day  to  ensure  enough  energy 
reserves  to  fast  at  least  a  week.  Wear  it  continually 
and  it  will  never  let  you  down.  It’s  built  to  ia&. 
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tions  presented  by  bank  merg¬ 
ers  and  new  technology  were 
among  the  reasons.  A  depart¬ 
ment  spokeswoman  said:  “We 
have  listened  to  what  the 
banks  had  to  say  during 
consultation." 

Some  banks,  including  the 
Midland,  have  already  told 
the  Government  that  they  are 
not  prepared  to  administer 
student  loans  at  subsidised 
rates.  But  the  department 
insisted  yesterday  that  others 
were  interested  in  the  scheme. 

However,  Bryan  Davies. 
Labour's  higher  education 
spokesman,  claimed  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  had  been  forced  into 
the  postponement  by  lack  of 
interest  among  the  major 
banks.  “It  is  extraordinary 
that  the  Government  intro¬ 
duced  legislation  before  it  had 
agreement  with  the  banks  that 
any  of  them  were  prepared  to 
take  part." 

A  spokesman  for  the  Nat¬ 
ional  Union  of  Students  said: 
“The  banks  and  students 
themselves  saw  the  flaws  in 
this  scheme.  Now  the  Govern¬ 
ment  does  as  well." 

A  National  Audit  Office 
report  disclosed  last  month 
that  outstanding  loans  total 
more  than  El  billion,  and  that 
the  comply  believes  £142 
million  wall  never  be  recov¬ 
ered.  The  Government  is  keen 
for  banks  and  building  societ¬ 
ies  to  take  much  of  the  strain 
of  loans.  leaving  the  Student 
Loan  Company  to  act  as  a 
safety  net. 

Last  month's  Budget  settle¬ 
ment  assumed  savings  of  £100 
million  in  1996-97,  rising  to 
£200  million  the  next  year 
and  £250  million  thereafter. 
The  department  acknowl¬ 
edged  that  the  savings  would 
no  longer  be  available. 


MAFTTIN  BEDDALL 


John  Witheridge  in  front  of  Eton  College  chapel  where  he  is  senior  chaplain 


Eton  churchman  to  head 
scandal-hit  Charterhouse 


By  James  Landale,  political  reporter 


THE  Rev  John  Witheridge. 
senior  chaplain  at  Eton  Coll¬ 
ege,  is  to  be  the  new  Head¬ 
master  of  Charterhouse 
school. 

The  appointment  comes 
three  months  after  Peter  Hob¬ 
son,  the  former  headmaster, 
resigned  amid  allegations  that 
he  had  consorted  with  a 
prostitute. 

Governors  at  the  £l2,000-a- 
year  school  in  Godaiming. 
Surrey,  moved  quickly  to 
select  a  new  head  and  hired 
NB  Selection,  a  London  re¬ 
cruitment  agency,  to  draw  up 
a  shortlist  of  candidates.  Mr 
Witheridge,  42,  said  yesterday 
that  he  laced  five  and  a  half 
hours  of  interviews. 

He  dismissed  the  scandal 
surrounding  Mr  Hobson  as 
"an  unfortunate  incident  that 
has  now  become  history”. 
There  would  be  no  need  to 
take  any  particular  action  to 


repair  damage  to  the  school 
and  Clive  Carter,  the  acting 
head,  was  doing  a  good  job. 
“Morale  is  high  at  the  school.” 

Mr  Witheridge,  once  private 
secretary  to  the  Right  Rev 
Robert  (now  Lord)  Runrie,  the 
former  Archbishop  of  Canter¬ 
bury.  will  take  up  the  position 
in  September  next  year. 

He  was  educated  at  St 
Albans  School  and  Kent  Univ¬ 
ersity  at  Canterbury,  where  he 
won  a  double  first  in  English 
and  theology.  He  continued 
his  studies  at  Christ’s  College. 
Cambridge,  and  later  at  Rid¬ 
ley  Hall. 

He  was  a  curate  in  Luton 
before  joining  Marlborough 
College  in  1982  as  assistant 
chaplain  and  head  of  religious 
studies.  After  two  years  he 
went  to  Lambeth  Palace  and 
became  senior  chaplain  at 
Eton  in  1987.  Earlier  this  year, 
he  attacked  the  Church  of 


England  as  politically  correct, 
left-wing  and  sectarian. 

In  an  article  published  in 
100.000  parish  magazines,  he 
said:  “Women's  rights,  gay 
rights,  blade  rights,  bias  to  the 
poor:  you  name  it  the  Church 
has  supported  it  until  Chris¬ 
tian  theology  has  begun  to 
sound  like  sociology,  and 
priests  like  social  workers." 

Although  many  in  the 
Church  supported  his  views, 
Mr  Witheridge  did  receive  one 
death  threaten  gave  me  a 
completely  new  reputation 
with  the  boys."  he  said. 

Mr  Witheridge,  who  lec¬ 
tures  on  classical  history  on 
specialist  Mediterranean 
cruises,  is  married  to  Sarah, 
40,  and  has  four  children. 
Charlotte.  17  and  Harriet,  14, 
are  both  at  Benenden  School 
in  Kent  George.  12,  and 
Henry,  9.  are  both  at  Caidicote 
.  prep  school  in  Famham. 


Pill  scare  fruitless 
says  The  Lancet 


Women  who  changed  their  brand  of  contraceptive  pill  after 
a  government  safety  wanting  fast  month  need  not  hare 
done  so.  a  specialist  has  mud.  Four  research  reports  to  be 
published  in.  The  lancet  tomorrow,  wfudh  formed  the  bags 
of  the  Government  wanting,  show  that  certain  brands  of 
the  HHdouMe  the  riskofbtood  dots  in  fc^yenis.  However, 
the  absolute  ritfk  of  taking  these  brands  is  one  extra  death 
in  one  million  users  cadi  year. 

Dr  Nod  Weiss  of  the  University  of Washington,  says  it  is 
uncertain  whether  some  women  arc  at  much  Mgher  risk  of 
dots  or  whether  the  pflls  reduce  toe  risk  of  other  serious 
conditions.  limit. tins  information  is  avaflabte. “women  wifl 
not  have  a  sound  bags  for  making  a  decision". 


Sex  change  ruling 


A  British  school  worker  who  was  dismissed  after  having  a 
sex  change  should  not  have  been  sacked,  the  European 
Court  ruled  yesterday.  The  transsexual  was  a  man  when  he 
was  hired  by  a  Cornish  school  bat  was  fired  soon  after 
announcing  his  intention  to  become  a  woman.  The  court 
transsexuals  were  entitled  to  protection  under  the  1976 
Equal  Opportunities  directive. 


TV  licence  mistake 


The  Heritage  Department  has  admitted  asking  50p  too 
much  for  next  year's  television  licences.  An  “  administrative 
error"  resulted  in  the  price  of  a  colour  licence  being 
announced  to  Parihunent  two  weeks  ago  as  £90  when  the 
figure  should  have  been  £9930.  heritage  minister 
Sebastian  Coe  said.  Black  and  white  licences  will  still  be 
£30  after  April  l  he  said. 


RUC  overtime  halved 


RUC  overtime  was  eat  by  50  per  cent  in  the  year  to  June, 
saving  almost  E8L5  million,  because  of  the  IRA  and  loyalist 
ceasefires,  the  Police  Authority  for  Northern  Ireland  said. 
The  “peace  dividend”  meant  that  the  authority  underspent 
its  budget  of  £621  million  by  £20  miflkra  in  totaL  The 
Northern  Ireland  Office  has  confirmed  that  the  150-year- 
old  Crumlin  Road  prison  in  Belfast  is  to  dose  next  spring: 


Buried-house  man  freed 


A  man  jailed  a  week  ago  for  burying  his  illegally  built 
bouse  under  a  mound  of  earth  to  fool  planning  inspectors 
has  been  freed  by  the  High  Court  after  apologising  for  his 
contempt  The  court  was  told  that  Trevor  Sedgbcer,  of 
Stoke  Gabriel  Devon,  had  issued  instructions  from 
Pentonvffle,  where  he  was  serving  three  months,  for  the 
house  be  demolished.  Bernard  Levin,  page  16 


Briton  ‘starved  to  death’ 


A  British  woman  appears  to  have  died  from  thirst  and 
hunger  after  her  Land  Rover  ran  out  of  fuel  as  she  was 
driving  through  a  game  reserve  in  Burkina  Faso,  West 
Africa.  A  skeleton  found  in  the  vehide  on  December  6  has 
been  identified  as  that  of  Audrey  O’Nefl,  55.  She  is  thought 
to  have  died  in  April.  Mrs  O'Neil  knowing  die  was  dying, 
is  believed  to  have  kept  a  journal  of  her  last  days. 


Parkinson’s  pig  cure 


Four  patients  suffering  from  Parkinson's  disease  hare 
become  the  first  in  the  world  to  have  pig  cells  transplanted 
into  their  brains.  The  treatment  for  the  neurological 
disorder  is  being  tried  by  American  doctors  as  an 
alternative  to  using  brain  tissue  from  human  foetuses.  The 
results  —  which  are  better  than  expected  —  are  reported 
tonight  on  the  BBC1  programme  Tomorrow’s  Worm. 


Pilots  pick  up  school’s  TV 


Pilots  flying  into  Heathrow  found  they  could  hardly  hear 
air-traffic  instructions  because  of  Interference  from,  the 
ground.  Department  of  Trade  investigators  eventually 
tracked  down  the  cause  of  the  problem  to  Maylandsea 
primary  school  at  Maldon,  Essex,  whose  television  booster 
aerial  was  both  receiving  and  transmitting  signals  on  the 
aircrafts'  communications  frequency. 


Christmas  defeat 
looms  for  Tories 
in  fishing  vote 


By  Jill  Sherman  and  Alice  Thomson 


A  RISK  of  defeat  in  the 
Commons  was  growing  for 
the  Government  yesterday, 
after  Ulster  Unionists  sig¬ 
nalled  they  were  ready  to  join 
a  backbench  Tory  rebellion  on 
the  European  fisheries  policy. 

Five  Euro-rebels  have  indi¬ 
cated  that  they  will  abstain  or 
vote  against  the  Government 
next  Tuesday.  Three  other 
Euroscepttcs  may  follow  suit, 
arguing  that  nothing  has 
changed  since  a  similar  vote 
last  January  when  nine  MPs 
rebelled. 

At  least  two  MPS  with 
fishing  constituencies  have 
also  hinted  they  may  not 
support  John  Major  in  what 
wul  prove  to  be  a  crucial  test  of 
his  fragile  Commons  major¬ 
ity.  The .  Government,  now 
with  a  majority  of  only  five, 
could  be  defeated  if  only  three 
Tory  rebels  vote  against  or  six 
abstain,  provided  the  Opposi¬ 
tion  parties  vote  together. 

Last  night  Government 
whips  were  already  whisper¬ 
ing  about  the  danger  of  a 
confidence  motion.  Many 
MPs  saw  this  as  sabre- 
rattling.  but  Mr  Major  would 
not  want  a  demoralising  de¬ 
feat  the  day  before  the  Christ¬ 
mas  recess. 

Business  managers 
switched  the  vote  from  Mon¬ 
day  to  Tuesday,  hoping  that 
many  Opposition  MPs  would 
nor  be  present,  having  decided 
to  leave  early  for  the  Christ¬ 
mas  holidays.  But  last  night 
Labour  and  the  Liberal  Demo¬ 
crats  confirmed  they  were 
applying  a  three-line  whip  and 
the  Ulster  Unionists  indicated 
that  eight  of  their  nine  MPs 
would  be  present  to  vote 


against  the  Government  Last 
January  the  Ulster  Unionists 
saved  the  Government  from 
an  embarrassing  defeat  six  of 
the  party  voted  with  the 
Conservatives  while  three 
abstained. 

Labour  has  announced  that 
ft  will  table  its  own  amend¬ 
ment.  criticising  Britain’s  ne¬ 
gotiating  stance  on  the 
common  fisheries  policy.  It 
will  be  drafted  to  attract  the 
support  of  potential  Tory 
rebels.  The  Liberal  Democrats 
suggested  they  would  support 
a  Labour  amendment  provid¬ 
ed  that  it  was  not  too  anti- 
European. 

Two  of  the  Tories’  West 
Country  MPS  may  also  ab¬ 
stain.  Robert  Hicks,  the  inde¬ 
pendent-minded  MP  for 
Cornwall  South  East  is  a 
staunch  supporter  of  the  fish¬ 
ermen.  He  has  announced 
that  he  is  standing  down  at  the 
next  election  and  party  offici¬ 
als  are  worried  that  he  will  not 
feel  the  need  to  toe  the  party 
line. 

David  Harris,  Tory  MP  for 
St  Ives,  made  it  dear  in  the 
House  yesterday  foal  he  was 
still  angry  over  the  Govern¬ 
ment’s  refusal  to  stand  up  for 
British  fishermen  against 
their  Spanish  counterparts. 

Tory  MPs  who  were  plan¬ 
ning  to  leave  London  on 
Tuesday  morning  are  said  to 
be  furious  that  a  three-line 
whip  has  been  applied.  Whips 
heard  complaints  from  one 
MP  who  had  booked  his 
family's  flight  to  the  Bahamas, 
another  who  should  have  been 
off  to  South  Africa,  and  a 
dozen  more  who  had 
organised  European  trips. 


Opinion  to 
be  sought 
on  cheap 


legal  work 


By  Frances  Gibb 

LEGAL  CORRESPONDENT 


THE  Law  Society's  leaders 
yesterday  drew  back  from 
endorsing  measures  to  eradi¬ 
cate  cut-price  conveyancing. 
Instead  they  voted  to  take 
leading  counsel's  opinion. 

Solicitors'  leaders  also  vot¬ 
ed  to  canvass  the  views  of  the 
profession  in  a  move  that 
averted  a  split  within  the  75- 
strong  governing  council  of 
the  Law  Society. 

The  decision  to  proceed 
cautiously  with  plans  to  bring 
in  minimum  guideline  fees 
and  strip  cut-price  solicitors 
of  their  professional  insur¬ 
ance  cover  was  influenced  by 
a  letter  from  Sir  Thomas 
Bingham,  the  Master  of  the 
Rolls,  giving  warning  that 
any  such  measure  amid  be 
unlawful  and  “contrary  to 
public  policy". 

Robert  Sayer,  vicc-presi- 
denf  of  the  Law  Society,  who 
with  Martin  Mears.  its  press- 
dent  is  leading  the  move  for 
guideline  fees  and  insurance 
sanctions,  said:  “We  have  got 
what  we  wanted.  The  profes¬ 
sion  will  now  be  asked  its 
news."  Mr  Sayer  said  that 
there  were  £80  million  worth 
of  claims  over  conveyancing 
a  year.  There  is  an  inherent 
risk  in  cut  price  work  —  it  is 
not  possible  to  do  the  job 
property.” 

John  Edge,  the  Bourne¬ 
mouth  solicitor  who  is  at  the 
forefront  of  the  campaign 
within  the  profession  for 
action  on  cut-price  fees,  and 
has  the  backing  of  12,000 
solicitors,  said:  "1  am  glad 
the  profession  is  now  taking 
an  interest  in  these  matters.” 
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peaceful  picket  over  death  in  cells  escalated  after  inflammatory  speech 


Rich  pickings  for  looters 
who  used  mobile  phones 


By  Stephen  Farrell  and  Adrian  i.bb 
P°^nan  »  MW  b 
fre^fcgsS1 

^a^Ga^s  of  looters  pluiv  the  crowd. 

^S^nS?CiSWn8  Unda  »  foi 

dothefwL^d  d^gner  Labour  leader 

™^but  ignoring  cheaper  beth  councfl.  told  d 

A  hardware  store  on  Acre  used  tduring8 M?1*! 

^rPELi?1  arTBst^^week  si 
the  offices  of  a  Caribbean  banned  She  said-  “U 

2EEV  ab?ve  were  happened  to  a  whit, 

*®  press  would  be 

CT  emjipTOCTrt.  Tjjg  bu3dtng  up  and  down.” 
was  then  set  alight  As  dear-  Nevertheless.  mrw 


mg  up  continued  yesterday  the 
cost  of  the  riot  was  put  at  El 
million  and  there  was  anger 
that  years  of  work  after  the 
avil  unrest  of  the  1980s  had 
gone  up  in  smoke. 

The  events  leading  to  the 
riot  began  with  a  peaceful 
picket  outside  Brixtor)  police 
station  at  630  pm.  The  Nat¬ 
ional  Black  Caucus,  a  pres¬ 
sure  group,  organised  a 
protest  at  the  death  of  Wayne 
Douglas.  25,  a  black  man  who 
died  in  police  custody  last 
week  after  he  was  arrested  on 
a  charge  of  aggravated 
burglary. 

Rudy  Narayan.  a  former 
banister,  was  the  most  in¬ 
flammatory  speaker  to  ad¬ 
dress  die  crowd  of  about  125- 
He  described  the  police  as 
“kfllers”  and  said:  “If  a 


policeman  is  killed  because  he 
is  behaving  badly  I  will  not 

fret-”  His  speech  provoked 
chants  of  “murderers"  from 
the  crowd. 

Linda  Bellos,  a  former  left- 
wing  Labour  leader  of  Lam¬ 
beth  councfl,  told  die  crowd 
that  the  long  police  batons 
used  during  Mr  Douglas's 
arrest  last  week  should  be 
banned.  She  said:  "If  this  had 
happened  to  a  white  person, 
the  press  would  be  jumping 
up  and  down."' 

Nevertheless,  most  people 
began  to  drift  away  an  hour 
late-,  police  said,  when  the 
organisers  “irresponsibly*’ 
began  a  march  down  Brixton 
Road.  A  line  of  police  tried  to 
stop  the  demonstrators  hut 
could  not  contain  them  and 
scuffles  broke  out  during 
which  stones  were  thrown  at 
the  police  station. 

The  first  bottle  was  thrown 
soon  after  8  pm  as  the  crowd 
reassembled  near  the  Ritzy 
cinema.  Youths  appeared 
from  side  streets;  some  wear¬ 
ing  masks. 

Over  the  next  90  minutes 
police,  backed  by  reinforce¬ 
ments  carrying  riot  shields, 
were  caughr  in  a  series  of 
running  battles  in  die  streets 
around  the  centre  of  Brixton. 
The  7-Eleven  shop  was  petrol 
bombed  and  looted  at  934.  Six 
staff  fled  from  the  advancing 
mob  through  the  back  door. 

Police  quickly  sealed  off  the 
centre,  but  found  the  trouble- 


The  scene  of  die  riot  was  marked  by  burnt-out  cars 
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makers  were  outside  the  cor- . 
don.  attacking  shops  and 
burning  cars.  PC  John 
TSsshaw.  a  police  motorcyclist, 
was  dragged  from  his  bike  at 
the  junction  of  Brixton  Road 
and  Acre  Lane  and  assaulted 
by  a  group  of  youths  at  10  pm. 
Ten  minutes  later  gunshots 
were  heard  by  police  outside 
the  Ritzy. 

The  police  cordon  moved 
along  the  main  streets  —  Acre 


Quarter  mBe 


Lane,  Brixton  Hill.  Cold- 
harbour  Lane  and  Rail  ton 
Road  —  relying  on  radios  and 
a  helicopter  to  pinpoint  the 
latest  flare-up.  One  officer 
said:  "You  can  see  them  in  the 
side  streets,  telling  each  other 
where  to  go  on  their  mobile 
phones." 

The  helicopter  searchlight 
sweep*  the  area,  picking  out 
trouble  spots.  Burglar  alarms 
sounded  everywhere  between 


1030  and  midnight  as  the  riot 
reached  its  peak.  At  11  pm  a 
grimting  youth  appeared  from 
behind  Moriey’s  department 
store  with  two  pillows  in  then- 
cellophane  wrapper.  He 
walked  casually  past  the  line 
of  20  helmeted  policemen. 
"Oy,  drop  it  Drop  it  now  you 
cheeky  bastard,"  one  police¬ 
man  shouted.  Shrugging,  the 
youth  dropped  his  toot  and 
shouted:  “OK,  111  just  go  and 
get  another  one.”  before  run¬ 
ning  off. 

The  first  glazing  firm  arri¬ 
ved  at  12.45  am  what  police 
claimed  to  have  the  situation 
under  control.  The  last  skir¬ 
mishes  were  over  by  2  am. 
Frank  Johnson.  60,  arrived  at 
his  sportswear  store  in  fen- 
dale  Road  in  the  early  hours  to 
find  it  looted.  Security  grilles 
installed  the  week  before  at  a 
cost  of  El  300  had  been  ripped 
out  and  the  door  broken  down, 
apparently  by  someone  with  a 
sledgehammer. 

Empty  boxes  littered  the 
pavement  as  the  mob  helped 
itself  to  trainers  and  sports¬ 
wear  worth  tens  of  thousands 
of  pounds.  “These  people  were 
just  nicking  stuff  for  Christ¬ 
mas."  said  Mr  Johnson,  who 
founded  the  business  in  1969 
and  was  a  victim  of  the  1981 
disturbances.  He  said:  "In  1961 
police  got  here  quickly  and 
stopped  them.  Last  night  it 
took  them  20  minutes  and  by 
then  it  was  too  late.  The  police 
were  apologetic,  they  said  they 
had  more  than  they  could 
handle."  His  daughter 
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Dee  Jasper,  leader  of  the  National  Black  Caucus,  stands  in  front  of  a  bumt-out 
building.  Mr  Lee  organised  the  police  station  vigil  which  degenerated  into 
violence.  He  said:  “With  hindsight  one  would  have  liked  to  have  avoided  It" 


Dehbie,  28,  said:  "They  went 
for  the  best  stuff  —  Nike  and 
Reebok  trainers,  worth  £110  a 
pair  and  replica  sports  kits  at 
£50  a  time.  You  can  see  what 
they  left,  cheap  trainers,  socks 
and  all  the  stuff  they  didn't 
want"  Scotland  Yard  admit¬ 
ted  yesterday  that  it  had  been 
taken  by  surprise  by  the  extent 
of  the  rioting.  A  spokesman 


said:  “We  were  not  expecting 
any  serious  trouble.  We  have 
had  demonstrations  outside 
police  stations  before  and  they 
have  always  gone  smoothly." 

A  senior  fire  officer  on  duty 
on  Wednesday  was  also  at  the 
centre  of  the  198]  riot  Assis¬ 
tant  Chief  Ere  Officer  Lou  Gill 
said:  “We  were  not  prepared 
for  the  first  Brixton  riot  and  1 


found  it  totally  and  utterly 
frightening.  It  is  unnerving  to 
have  someone  trying  to  hityou 
with  a  scaffold  pole  when  you 
are  trying  to  put  out  fires. 

"In  1981  you  could  feel  it 
coming  but  there  has  been  a 
rejuvenation  of  Brixton  and  I 
have  faith  that  this  is  just  a 
minor  hiccup.  1  have  seen  a  lot 
worse." 


Burglary  suspect  whose  arrest  led  to  violence  on  the  streets 


Douglas:  died  ut  police  cell 


Bv  Richard  Ford 

HOME  CORRESPONDENT 

WAYNE  DOUGLAS,  whose  death 
in  a  police  cefl  sparked  hours  of 
rioting  in  Brixton  on  Wednesday 
night,  had  been  arrested  on  suspi¬ 
cion  of  aggravated  burglary  at  a 
flat  in  south  London.  Mr  Douglas, 
25,  was  in  possession  of  a  knife 
when  he  was  detained  by  police 
using  the  American-styk  long  ba- 
tqns  intended  to  give  diem  greater 
protection. 

Mr  Douglas,  who  had  previous 
convictions  for  burglary  and  rob¬ 
bery.  was  detained  at  about 230am 


on  Tuesday  last  week  by  police 
officers  investigating  reports  of  a 
burglary  in  south  London  in  which 
a  man  broke  into  homes  and 
threatened  householders  with  a 
knife.  He  allegedly  stole  bread  and 
then  was  chased  to  a  nearby 
children’s  playground  where  he 
was  arrested. 

Police  claimed  that  Mr  Douglas 
threatened  officers  with  knives 
several  times  after  he  fled  from  a 
flat  m  Brixton  Way  where  he  had 
terrorised  the  occupants. 

Unidentified  witnesses  claimed 
in  this  week's  Caribbean  Times 
that  Mr  Douglas  was  beaten  by 


police.  One  said:  “What  1  saw  was 
horrific.  They  were  jumping  on 
him,  kicking  him,  hitting  him  with 
their  batons!  Some  of  diem  were 
sitting  on  him." 

Another  alleged  in  The  Voice: 
“Police  were  kicking  and  punching 
him.  You  could  hear  the  sound  of 
their  batons  on  his  bones.  They 
told  him  to  drop  die  knife  and  as 
soon  as  he  did  they  jumped  and 
dragged  him  into  the  park.  He  did 
oot  stand  a  chance."  Other  witness¬ 
es  agreed  that  police  used  excessive 


force  in  arresting  Mr  Douglas,  who 
was  taken  to  Brixton  police  station 
at  about  3am.  He  was  found  dead 
in  a  cell  about  30  minutes  later. 

Officers  attempted  to  resuscitate 
Mr  Douglas,  who  had  been  living 
in  a  hostel  for  the  homeless  at 
Crystal  Palace,  south  London,  for 
the  past  six  months.  He  was  taken 
to  King’s  College  Hospital,  south¬ 
east  London,  where  he  was  pro¬ 
nounced  dead. 

A  postmortem  examination  was 
carried  out  at  Greenwich  by  a 


Home  Office  pathologist  bn  the  day 
of  Mr  Douglas’s  death.  It  was 
found  that  death  was  due  to  heart 
failure  because  of  a  defect  in  his 
heart 

The  pathologist  recorded  a 
number  of  bruises  cm  the  dead 
man’s  body  but  said  that  those 
injuries  could  not  have  caused  his 
death.  An  inquest  was  opened  and 
adjourned  at  Southwark  Coranor's 
Court  last  Monday.  A  dale  for  the 
full  inquest  has  not  been  set 

Mr  Douglas's  family  com¬ 
plained  that  the  post-mortem  was 
carried  out  without  their  know¬ 
ledge  and  have  ordered  a  second 


examination  which  is  to  be  done 
next  Tuesday. 

The  Police  Complaints  Authority 
is  investigating  the  circumstances 
surrounding  Mr  Douglas’s  death. 

Mr  Douglas  was  bom  in  Dul¬ 
wich.  south  London,  to  immigrant 
parents.  His  father  George  came  to 
Britain  from  Spanish  Town  in 
Jamaica  in  the  1950s  and  died  three 
years  ago.  His  mother  Pearl  died 
from  cancer.  He  had, a  sister  lisa, 
23.  and  a  brother  Albert,  3S. 

In  19S7  Mr  Douglas  was  jailed 
for  four  years  for  robbery.  He  also 
served  a  two-year  sentence  for 
burglary  in  1992. 


Unemployment  fuels  anger 
in  the  black  community 


IN  THE  14  years  since  riots 
first  erupted  in  Brixton.  more 
than  £3)0  million  has  been 
pumped  into  die  area.,  to 
combat  urban  dereliction  and 
despair-  Formal  structures 
have  been  created  to  bring 
police  and  the  community 
doser  together  and  efforts 
made  to  combat  high 
unemployment. 

The  initiatives  were 
launched  after-Lord  Scannan 
called  for  urgent  action  ra  the 
wake  Of  the  1981  rioting. 

-  In  spite  of  visible  improve¬ 
ments,  some  members  of  the 
Mark  community  say  the 
money  is  being  spent  on  high 
.  profite  projects  that  do  Btfle  to 

address  unemployment 
among  black  people,  which  is 
as  high  as  28  percent  in  some 
areas. 

lord  Scannan  said  yester¬ 
day  that  he  was  “iHofcen- 
.  hearted”  about  the  latest 
violence,  “it  is  a  disappoint-, 
meat  This  is  a  real  tragedy." 
He  said  he  would  be  making 
it  his  business  to  find  oot  the 
cause.“This  is  a  complete 
breakdown  of  everything  that 

t  tried  to  create  ...  I  am 
ratable  to  judge  the  rights  and 
wrongs  at  the  moment" 

He  added:  “I  would  appeal 
to  my  friends  in  Brixton  that 
the  important  tiring  is  to  get 
back  to  the  normaL  lawful 


farther  £83m  is  earmarked  up 
to  2004  to  improve  council 
estates  in  the  south  London 
borough,  one  of  the  poorest  in 
the  country.  About  £66  mfl- 
fion  is  for  the  StocfcweD  Park 
and  AngeB  housing  estates 
near  tbe  centre  of  Brixton. 

However,  the  drive  to  im¬ 
prove  fife  in  the  area  is  being, 
provided  by  Brixton  Chall¬ 
enge;  an  independent  com¬ 
pany  that  has  $315  mflfion  of 
government  money  to  spend 
between  1993  and  1998  to 
provide  job  training,  set  up 
businesses,  refurbish  build- 
rags  and  improve  estates.  The 
challenge,  a  partnership  in¬ 
volving  local  government  and 
the  private  sector,  has  already 
attracted  a  further  £69  millibn 


from  other  public  bodies,  phis 
£82  million  from  the  private 
sector. 

As  part  of  its  work  it  has 
developed  the  Camberwell 
Foyer,  which  provides  accom¬ 
modation  and  training  for  80 
homeless  young  people  for 
two  years  tbe  Baytre  Centre 
which  offers  training  in  infor¬ 
mation  technology  and  secre¬ 
tarial  skills  to  black  women 
wanting  to  return  to  work; 
and  has  helped  a  business¬ 
man  to  open  a  sandwich  bar 
offering  jobs  and  training  to 
people  who  have  never 
worked. 

Tbe  Ritzy  has  been  refur¬ 
bished  into  a  multiscreen  art 
house  cinema  with  low  cost 
accommodation  to  rent  near 
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and  that  nothing  will  be 
achieved  by  violence  in  the 
streets,  be  it  against  police¬ 
men  or  other  people." 

Tbe  Government  has  pro- 
vided  Q54nriIUoa  to  the  lab- 
oar-controlled  Lambeth 
council  since  I960  and  a 


Lord  Scannan,  who  said  the  riots  were  “a  complete 
bxetikdawn"  of  everything  that  he  had  tried  to  create 


by.  Sue  Brown,  who  deals 
with  publicity  for  Brixton 
Challenge,  said  the  fabric  of 
Brixton  had  improved  enor¬ 
mously  and  opportunities 
were  being  offered  to  locals. 

"We  are  bringing  new  op¬ 
portunities  to  Brixton. 
Brixton  is  becoming  a  leisure 
and  entertainment  centre  1  do 
not  think  anyone  is  suggest¬ 
ing  that  one  programme  can 
deal  with  everything." 

Unemployment  across 
Lambeth  is  about  18  per  cent, 
compared  with  1L4  per  cent 
for  Greater  London.  In 
TownhaH  ward,  in  the  centre 
of  Brixton,  it  is  2L2  per  cent 
and  212  per  cent  in  Angefl 
ward. 

Some  members  of  the  black 
community  lack  faith  in  the 
police  consultative  committee 
set  up.  to  try  to  improve 
relations  between  police  and 
the  community-  It  is  dominat¬ 
ed  by  white  people  and, 
according  to  some  Mack 
people,  is  not  takes  seriously 
by  younger  members  of  die 
community,  increasingly  an¬ 
gered  at  being  stopped  by  the 
police  when  they  are  on  the 
streets  or  in  their  cars. 

However,  Uoyri  Leon,  a 
former  chairman  of  the  com¬ 
mittee,  defended  its  role.  “If 
black  people  do  not  want  to  be 
involved,  that  is  their  prob¬ 
lem.  It  was  set  up  for  them. 
They  only  come  when  there  is 
a  problem.  Many  a  time  we 
have  discussed  drags  because 
that  worries  the  community 
and  the  number  of  mentally 
ill  people  on  tbe  streets.  Wc  do 
have  influence  on  tbe  way 
policing  takes  place". 
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Yard  chief  attacks  incitement  to  riot 


Continued  from  page  1  - . 

r - .  -there  is  a  criris  in  race  r&fatioos  in  tins 


DoogIas.  lhe  withdrawaJ  of  Jong-handled 
|*'-;k^batpnS'  and  an  investigation  into  the 

.countered,  however,  with 
"fhwr  -cwwi  leaflet , campaign  yesterday  ■ 
K.Vv." '1  when,  they-  issued  pamphlets  entitled 
StSL  ‘ 1  lo&distinler—  &te  focts.  lt  said  that  Mr 
; .  - --DDujpas  died  .of  a  heari  ccaadition  aim 
Be  suffered  no  physical  injuries  that 
hayc  ooritributed  to  Ms  death.  It 
that' after  he  collapsed,  “pofioe 
-  V.  'y.  officers  made  strenuous  efforts  ip  revive 


him"  and  flat  his  death  ^ was  flic  subject  of 
an  independent  investigation. 

Earlier  at  his  press  conference.  Sir  Paul 
said  that  he  understood  there  ^ were  people 
genuinely  concerned  about  deaths  in 
custody.  Mr  Douglas  was  a  wanted 
criminal  when  he  was  arrested  by  police, 
he  brandished  a  knife  and  was  disarmed. 
There  was  a  struggleand  be  was  taken  to 
the  police  station  where  he  fefi  at 

Sir.  Paul  emphasised  that.  Douglas,  a 
violent  criminal,  had  died,  from  a  heart 
failure  and  to  date  there  was  no  evidence 
to  link  his  death  to  police  action.  He 
dismissed  any  comparison  between  the 
death  and  the  attack  on  Rodney  King  in 
Los  Angeles. 


The  Commissioner  also  said  that  he 
understood  that  up  to  three  shots  had 
been  fired  during  the  rioting  an  Wednes¬ 
day  —  only  the  second  time  that  firearms 
had  been  used  during  such  disturbances 
ontitemainlaiid—airf  aimed  police  were 
deployed  for  the  first  time  in  response:  It 
is  not  known  whether  the  shots  were 
aimed  at  the  police. 

Seven  vehicles,  including  a  coach, 
were  overturned  or  set  on  fire  and  their 
shells  still  lined  toe  streets  and  glaziers 
and  window  boarders  got  to  work  in  toe 
aftermath  yesterday.  While  up  to  300 
extra  police  were  on  standby  in  case  of 
farther  violence  last  night,  they  hoped  toe 
severe  cold  would  deter  troublemakers. 
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Jury^aceepts  trombonist  died  making  love  and  that  girlfriend  tried  to  spare  his  wife  embarrassment 


Mistress  cleared  of  killing 
lover  from  village  band 


A  WOMAN  was  cleared  yes 
terday  of  killing  her  )over 
ate-  a  tnal  that  brought  « 
Jg*  a  ten-year  affair  betweer 
two  roamed  members  of  j 
village  band: 

A  jury  took  just  -40  minutes 
to  dear  euphonia  playter  Rjllv- 
anna  Peate,  34:  of  the  man 
bass  tromb°nisi 

Brian  Philbps.  62.  She  lefi 
««irt  hugging  her  husband 
u  ran  am,  who  wept  as  die 
verdict  was  given. 

The  prosecution  had 
claimed  that  Mrs  Pfeate  caused 
her  lover  to  have  a  head 
attack,  as  they  sat  in  his 
parked  car  near  focal 
marshes,  by  punching  him 
when  he  said  their  affair  had 
to  end.  She  said  he  died 
making  love,  and  that  she 
dressed  him  and  left  him  in 
his  car  to  fulfil  a  pact  that  she 
would  never-  cause-  his.  wife 
embarrassment 

Mr  Peate  had  attended 
court  .throughout  the  four-day 
trial  at  Chester  Crown  Court, 
and  struggled  to  hold  back 


By  Kathryn  Knight 


tears  as  he  told  reporters:  “We 
are  yery  relieved  it  is  all  over 
and  that  Polly  has  been  vindi¬ 
cated."  Later,  via  her  solici¬ 
tors.  Mrs  Ptate,  a  mother-of- 
two,  said  she  -wanted  to 
resume  a  normal  life. 

Mr  Phillips’S  widow  Sybil, 
who  had  been  his  wife  for 
nearly  40  years,  did  not  attend 
the  trial. 

The  jury  of  seven  women 
and  five  men  had  been  direct¬ 
ed  by  Mr  Justice  Tucker  not  to 
judge  the  ethics  of  the  situa¬ 
tion.  He  referred  to  Mrs 
Plate's  “disgraceful"  conduct 
in  having  the  affair,  but  said: 
“You  are  not  here  to  judge  the 
morality  of  what  took  place." 

The  court  had  bom  told  how 
the  lovers  met  after  playing 
together  in  Frodsham  Silver 
Band.  They  managed  to  keep 
their  affair  secret  from  their 
partners  but  not  front  their 
fellow  musicians. 

Mrs  Peate.  of  Runcorn, 
Cheshire,  had  started  die  af¬ 
fair  not  long  after  the  birth  of 
her  second  child,  and  told  the 


court  she  loved  her  husband 
and  had  been  happy  with  him, 
though  he  had  been  a 
gambler. 

The  couple  are  both  “born- 
again”  Christians  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  Booth  Chapel 
Evangelical  Church  in  Run¬ 
corn. 

When  police  had  questioned 
Mr  Pfiate  he  said:  "I  would 
describe  my  marriage  as  per¬ 
fect.  My  wife  and  1  get  on 
together  and  I  trust  her 
implicitly.” 

Mrs  Peate.  originally  from 
the  West  Bromwich  area,  had 
worked  for  a  while  in  a 
supermarket  and  a  pub.  be¬ 
fore  giving  music  lessons  part- 
time. 

Mr  Phillips,  a  grandfather, 
was  a  blacksmith  at  a  car 
plant.  His  wife  met  Mrs  Peate 
when  i he  band  was  perform¬ 
ing.  but  was  totally  unaware 
of  the  relationship  with  her 
husband,  whom  she  married 
when  she  was  19.  She  told 
police:  "The  affair  has  come  as 
a  great  shock  to  me.  1  have 


never  suspected  him  through¬ 
out  our  marriage  of  having 
any  affairs." 

Statements  from  other  band 
members  to Id  of  the  chemistry 
between  the  musio-loving 
couple.  One  of  them,  Carolyn 
Hoppley.  met  her  second  hus¬ 
band  Terence  through  the 
Frodsham  band,  both  leaving 
their  spouses  to  set  up  home 
with  each  other.  She  told 
police  that  she  had  heard  Mr 
Phillips  joke  about  “going 
down  to  the  marshes". 

Robert  Fletcher,  a  bass  play¬ 
er.  told  police:  “ft  became 
common  knowledge  through¬ 
out  the  band  that  a  relation¬ 
ship  had  formed.  They  were 
inseparable.” 

After  an  evening  rehearsal 
on  November  15  last  year,  the 
lovers  made  their  usual  drive 
to  Frodsham  Marshes,  near 
the  Mersey  estuary,  where 
they  parked  and  made  love. 
Mr  Philips  had  told  Mrs  Peate 
that  the  relationship  was  to 
end.  Mrs  Peate  told  the  jury  of 
her  efforts  to  revive  Mr  Phil- 


In  harmony:  Polly  anna  Peate  with  her  husband  Graham  after  the  verdict  He  had  trusted  his  wife  implicitly 


lips  in  the  tight  confines  of  the 
car  after  he  suffered  a  heart 
attack.  She  said:  “We  were 
making  love.  He  collapsed.  1 
said  something  like  ’Brian, 
what's  the  matrerT 
“I  dropped  his  head  while  I 
was  cradling  him.  He  fell  with 
a  bang  on  the  back  of  his  head. 


Eventually  I  realised  1  had  to 
go  home.  I  had  to  get  my 
senses  together.” 

She  told  the  court  she  had 
made  a  pact  with  Mr  Phillips 
to  leave  him  if  he  died  in 
embarrassing  circumstances. 
“He  told  me  to  leave  him.  run 
like  hell  and  not  tell  anyone.  1 


did  say  once  1  could  not  do  it. 
and  he  said  *If  you  love  me  you 
would  carry  out  what  1  ask'." 

Fulfilling  their  pact  Mrs 
Peate  dressed  Mr  Phillips 
before  walking  back  into 
Frodsham  and  taking  a  taxi 
home.  Her  lover’s  body  was 
found  on  die  bade  seat  of  his 


car  by  a  policeman,  and  Mrs 
Peate  was  arrested  after 
marks  were  allegedly  discov¬ 
ered  on  his  body. 

She  was  alleged  to  have 
punched  him  four  times.  She 
said:  “He  died  haring  sex. 
That's  how  it  happened.  I’ve 
got  nothing  to  admit” 


How  stress  and 
strain  can  lead 
to  fatal  illness 


GLOOMY  old  men  reading 
the  obituary  columns  of  a 
newspaper  in  tbeir-dubs  fre¬ 
quently  draw  the  attention  of 
their  fellow  members  to  col¬ 
leagues  who  Have  foiled  to. 
survive  retirement-  or  others 
|/ho  have  rapidly  followed  a 
"long-time  -spouse:  to  the 
graveyard-  ‘  . 

Is  it  chance,  or  do  people 
react  to  advene  happenings 
in  their  life  by-  developing 
..  cancer,  or  other  fatal  diseases? 
In  the  latest  British  Medical 
Journal  tfreie  wasareport  of 
an  analysis  of  thepcontence 
of  what  it  referred  to  as 
“severe  fife  events”  and  then- 
possible  link  to  the  onset  of 
breast  cancer  in  women.  A 
Chinese  doctor  from  Taiwan 
co-operated  with  the  depart- 
.  ment  of  psychological  medi¬ 
cine  and  the  breast  screening 
unit  at  King’s  College  Hospi¬ 
tal,  London,  in  an  exploration 
•  of  tite  five  years  in  tire  life  of  a 
woman  before  she  developed 
a  breast  tumour. . 

Minor  stresses  and  strainsi 
or  even  a  long  .battle,  to 
survive  a  difficult  hard  life, 
did  not  seem  to  affect  tire 
incidence  of  the  caftcer  bat 
personally  threatening  or  ma- 
.  jor  events  that  -tfould  causean 
unpleasant  and  disturbing 
upheaval  in  tire  woman’s  lire 
:  did.  The  doctors  showed, that 
even  when  allowance  had 
been  made 'for  age  and  other 
.  confounding  factors,  there 
,  was  stiff  a  marked  association 
between  severe  stress  and  the 
development  of  breast  cancer. 

.  The  Kin^s  College  research 
.  was  an  important  talking 
.  point  at  a  reception  gfvenhy 
I-  the  Prince  of  Wales  at  St 
James's  Palace- this  week  for 
the  Bristol  Cancer  Help 
Centre.  The  Bristol  group  has 
4*  fyjng  maintained  that  there  is 
I  a  dose  association'  between 

i 


Iq  the  disease  and  its  develop- 


-  ment.  progress  after  diagno¬ 
sis,  and  final  outcome.  The 
King’s  College  report  gave  the 
group  further  statistical  back¬ 
ing  for  its  belief 

The  Bristol  centre,  which 
has  been  of  special  interest  for 
the.  Princess  of  'Wales  since 
I9S3,  aims  to  provide  an 
integrated  approach  in  the 
treatment  of  cancer  patients  it 
doesn’t  disparage  convention¬ 
al  medicine  and  their  patients 
:  lake,  the  prescribed  Tafo- 
oxifen  or  Taxol  as  readily  as 
the  next  person.  At  Bristol, 
however,  they  complement 
tire  standard  therapeutic  re¬ 
gime  by  providing  dose  emo¬ 
tional  support,  dietary  and 
lifestyle  advice,  relaxation 
and  meditation.  Patients  are 
encouraged  to  focus  on  then- 
rehabilitation  and  recovery 
and  those  who  have  little  hope 
of.recoveiy  are  encouraged  to 
enjoy  their  last  months  or 
years. 

The  lesson  that  even  the 
most  experienced  doctors  can 
never  predict,  with  absolute 
certainty,  the  outcome  in  can¬ 
cer  patients  was  exemplified 
by  the  presence  of  Jenny 
Jackson  at  St  James’s  Palace. 
In  1987  she  had  two  thirds  of 
her  liver  removed  for  a  prima¬ 
ry  liver  tumour.  Tire  surgeons 
found  that  the  apparently 
heajthy  remaining  third  bad. 
already  been  infiltrated  and 
she  was  given  six  months  to 
five. 

But  an. Wednesday,  eight 
years  later,  looking  very 
beat  thy  and  with  no  evidence 
how  of  any  cancer,  Jetmy  was 
presented  to  the  Prince  of 
Wales.  Why  some  people  do 
well  despite  the  odds  is  stiff 
unknown,  but  at  Bristol  they 
flunk  that  they  have  some  of 
the  answers. 

Dr 'Thomas 
Stuttaford 
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Cruel-sports  campaigner  quits 


Director  claims  he 


was  hounded  out  by 
animal  extremists 


By  Michael  Hornsby,  countryside  correspondent 


MONTHS  of  turmoil  in  the 
League  Against  Cruel  Sports 
culminated  yesterday  in  the 
departure  of  James  Barring¬ 
ton.  the  executive  director, 
who  is  accused  of  tin  derm  irt 
ing  the  campaign  to  abolish 
hunting. 

Lord  Soper,  president  of  the 
league  and  a  lifelong  opponent 
of  fox-hunting,  is  also  to 
resign,  partly  for  reasons  of 
health  and  partly  because  he 
wishes  to  distance  himself 
from  the  feud. 

Mr  Barrington.  43.  who  had 
held  the  post  since  I9S8,  said 
his  posioon  had  been  made 
untenable.  He  added:  “I  am 
taking  legal  advice  as  to 
whether  1  have  grounds  for 
suing  the  league  for  construc¬ 
tive  dismissal.'’ 

Lord  Soper  said:  “l  will  be 
93  in  January.  I  presided  over 
the  meeting  on  December  3 
which  failed  to  resolve  the 
dispute  and  now  I  think  it 
right  to  stay  out  of  this  quarrel 
and  leave  it  to  others  to  settle.  I 
remain  totally  opposed  to 
hunting." 

Mr  Barrington  had  been 
under  severe  pressure  since  he 
gave  an  interview  to  The  Field 
two  months  ago  in  which  he 
appeared  to  soften  the  league’s 
anti-hunting  line.  He  suggest¬ 
ed  the  sport  could  be  made 
more  acceptable  if  hunters 
abandoned  the  practice  of 
using  terriers  to  dig  out  foxes 
which  go  to  ground. 

Were  that  to  happen,  he  told 
the  magazine,  “the  league 
would  feel  less  antagonistic 
towards  hunting.  It  would 
have  a  new  lease  of  life  and  a 
longer  future  than  at  present" 
The  remarks  appalled  activ¬ 
ists.  who  accused  him  of 
aiding  and  abetting  the 
enemy. 

Mr  Barrington  had  also 
provoked  anger  by  dismissing 
two  senior  members  of  staff — 
Kevin  Saunders,  the  press 
officer,  and  Michelle  Bryan, 
an  administrative  assistant 
Mr  Saunders  was  reinstated 
at  a  meeting  of  the  league  on 
Wednesday  night. 

At  the  meeting  on  Decem¬ 


ber  3.  Mr  Barrington  lost  a 
vote  of  noconfidence  and  was 
placed  under  a  gagging  order 
that  prevented  him  discussing 
his  views  on  hunting  with  the 
press. 

“My  position  was  made 
quite  impossible.”  he  said 
yesterday.  “The  people  who 
have  taken  over  have  other 
agendas.  They  are  like  a  pack 
with  the  scent  of  blood  in  their 
nostrils  and  will  not  be  satis¬ 
fied  with  getting  rid  of  me. 

“i  think  there  are  some  who 
will  want  to  go  not  just  for 
hunting  and  shooting  but  for 
angling  as  well  and  they  will 
wreck  this  organisation.  I  fear 
for  the  future  of  the  league.  It 
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AGAINST  CRUEL  SPORTS 


Barrington:  appalled 
the  league’s  activists 


is  on  a  course  which  is  doomed 
to  disaster." 

John  Bryant,  the  league's 
head  of  press  relations,  said 
there  was  no  danger  of  the 
league  going  in  the  direction 
suggested  by  Mr  Barrington. 
Mr  Barrington  was  leaving 
because  he  no  longer  had  the 
confidence  of  the  executive 
committee  whose  orders  he 
had  refused  to  carry  out 

Mr  Bryant  said:  “We  seek 
an  end  to  all  hunting  with 
dogs,  and  we  are  opposed  to 
the  shooting  of  birds  and 


animals  for  sport,  but  we  have 
never  had  a  policy  on  angling. 
Some  of  our  members  are 
anglers  and  the  issue  has 
never  been  raised  in  the 
league’s  71-year  history. 

“We  would  welcome  it  if  the 
hunting  fraternity  derided  to 
make  their  sport  less  cruel,  but 
it  is  not  for  us  to  suggest 
compromises.  Our  position 
must  remain  one  of  total 
opposition  to  any  form  of 
hunting.  This  is  particularly 
so  when  we  have  die  prospect 
of  a  Labour  Government 
pledged  to  ban  the  sport." 

The  chairman  of  the 
league's  executive  committee, 
Howard  Hodges,  a  supporter 
of  Mr  Barrington  who  was 
elected  last  month  after  the 
previous  incumbent  resigned, 
is  considering  his  position. 

.  “It’s  a  real  mess."  he  said. 
'The  committee  is  a  mbs  of 
malice,  muddled  thinking  and 
petty  jealousies  and  my  pos¬ 
ition  has  been  made  very 
difficult" 

The  league  Is  no  stranger  to 
internecine  warfare.  Mr  Bar¬ 
rington's  predecessor,  Richard 
Course,  was  also  forced  to 
leave  after  falling  out  with  his 
rank-and-file  members.  He 
subsequently  came  out  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  hunting  as  the  least 
cruel  way  of  controlling  foxes. 

Ironically,  Mr  Course  now 
believes  that  it  would  be  more 
logical  for  the  league  to  focus 
on  shooting  and  angling.  “At 
least  in  the  case  of  fox-hunting 
you  have  the  accuse  you  are 
taking  part  in  a  form  of  pest 
control."  he  said.  “Anglers 
could  be  said  to  be  tormenting 
a  fellow  creature  for  sport" 
Jana  George,  ofrfhe  British 
Field  Sports  Society,  said  the 
hunting  community  would  be 
sorry  to  see  Mr  Barrington  go: 
“He  was  a  reasonable  man. 
and  it  is  always  sad  to  see  a 
reasonable  man  driven  out  by 
extremist  elements." 

The  league,  founded  in  1924. 
has  an  annual  income  of 
around  £13  million.  It  has 
about  17.000  voting  members 
and  a  similar  number  of  non¬ 
voting  donors  and  supporters. 


Venables 

evidence 

unreliable 


says  judge 


By  A  Staff  Reporter 


A  disapproving  Andrew  Eade  with  the  “Island  of  Hope"  He  wants  Virginia  BottomJey  to  take  the  money  bade 


Accident?  No,  it’s  art,  in  a  roundabout  way 


A  PILE  of  scrap  metal  and  boOards  on 
a  roundabout  is  no  accident.  It  is  a 
£30,000  work  of  art  financed  by  Lottery 
funds  and  intended  to  symbolise  the 
stages  of  mankind. 

Yesterday  Virginia  BottomJey.  (he 
National  Heritage  Secretary,  was  fac¬ 
ing  calls  for  the  money  to  be  taken  back 


from  Wrekin  District  CotmcQ,  Shrop¬ 
shire.  as  similar  artworks  were  being 
planned  for  two  more  traffic  islands. 

Andrew  Eade,  Tory  group  leader  on 
the  Labour-run  council,  has  written  to 
Mrs  BottomJey  about  the  sculpture 
created  from  the  public  arts  fond  in 
Telford.  He  aid:  “It  looks  like  a  load  of 


crashed  cars  —  hardly  the  most  sooth¬ 
ing  picture  for  the  passing  motorist" 
The  Island  of  Hope  cost  £6,000.  paid 
to  artist  Marik  Evans,  and  £24,000  for 
traffic  re-routing.  The  council's  leader. 
Phfl  Homer,  said:  “I  like  most  of  it. 
Tdfbrd  has  a  long  tradition  of  having 
something  on  its  roundabouts." 


Government  acts  to 


shore  up  beef  sales 


By  Michael  Hornsby 


THE  Government  acted  yes¬ 
terday  to  try  to  dispel  fears 
over  “mad  cow"  disease  as 
sales  of  beef  plummeted. 
Some  wholesalers  reported 
falls  in  sales  of  25  per  cent  but 
the  Meat  and  livestock  Com¬ 
mission  put  die  overall  decline 
at  14  per  cent.  Two  hundred 
schools  in  Dorset  are  the  latest 
to  take  beef  off  the  menu. 

Douglas  Hogg,  the  Minister 
of  Agriculture,  has  appointed 
four  new  members  to  the 
scientific  committee  that  ad¬ 
vises  him  on  bovine 
spongiform  encephalopathy 
(BSE).  All  the  Government 
could  do.  he  said,  was  to  act 
on  the  best  possible  advice. 

The  number  of  new  cases  of 
BSE  so  far  this  year  were  42.6 
per  cent  down  on  1994  and  58.4 
per  cent  down  on  1993.  Mr 
Hogg  announced.  He  also 


said  that  the  use  of  cattle 
backbone  in  mechanically 
recovered  meat  —  used  in 
meat  pies,  soups  and  stock 
cubes  —  would  be  prohibited 
from  today.  This  was  to 
“remove  any  risk  of  spinal 
cord  tissue  [thought  capable  of 
carrying  BSE]  entering  the 
human  food  chain". 

One  of  the  new  appointees 
to  the  advisory  committee  is 
John  Collin  ge,  a  clinical  neu¬ 
rologist  at  St  Mary’s  Hospital 
Medical  School,  west  London, 
who  is  using  mice  implanted 
with  human  genes  to  test 
human  susceptibility  to  BSE. 

Although  livestock  prices 
have  fallen  by  up  to  15  per 
cent,  most  supermarkets  say  it 
is  too  soon  to  pass  to  reduc¬ 
tions  on  to  customers.  Tesco 
said  if  it  cut  prices  too  heavily 
it  would  give  the  impression 
there  was  something  wrong 
with  beef. 


Venison  answers 


call  of  the  wild 


VENISON  is jgaining  popular¬ 
ity  as  a  tasty  low-cholesterol 
alternative  to  beef.  Prices  are 
stable  although  deer  farms 
report  a  sharp  increase  in 
sales  as  a  result  of  the  BSE 
scare  (Robin  Young  writes). 

Safeway,  which  introduced 
Scottish  wild  venison  in  1993. 
sells  eight  products.  Salis¬ 
bury's  offers  venison  from  red 
deer  raised  on  parkland. 

Venison,  being  drier  than 
beef,  benefits  from  marinad¬ 
ing  or  basting. 

Promotions  include 
Asda:  pork  whole  leg  £2.18  a 
kg.  apricots  99p  a  lb, 
clementines  99p  a  lb. 

Co-op:  Norfolk  duckling  with 
giblets  £439  for  1.9kg.  whole 
turkey  £2.49  a  kg. 

Harrods:  cooked  lobsters 
£23.70  a  kg.  stuffed  turkey 
galantine  £2.95  for  lOOg. 
Marks  &  Spencer  gammon 
honey  joint  £3.99  for  510g, 


cheese  and  tomato  pizza  £1.89 
for370g. 

Morrisons:  roaster  chickens 
£3.99  each,  whole  trout  £2.84  a 
kg,  frozen  extra  fine  whole 
beans  49p  for  454g. 

Safeway:  Chicken  breast  fil¬ 
lets  £6.99  for  1.19kg,  cornice 
pans  45p  a  lb.  six  deep-filled 
mince  pies  58p. 


Sain$bury*s:  fresh  lamb  leg 
£4.49  a  kg,  boneless  un¬ 
smoked  gammon  £3.69  a  kg. 
Soznerfidd:  boneless  leg  of 
pork  £2.84  a  kg.  fresh  Scottish 
whole  salmon  £4.78  a  kg. 
Tesco:  lamb  chops  £6.19  a  kg, 
boneless  leg  of  pork  £2.99  a  kg. 
large  pineapples  99p. 
Waitrose  salmon  steaks  £2.99 
lb.  Aberdeen  Angus  roasting 
beef  £2.99  a  lb. 


TERRY  VENABLES.the  Eng¬ 
land  soccer  coach,  was  criti¬ 
cised  by  a  judge  yesterday  for 
giving  evidence  that  was  ar 
variance  with  details  in  his 
autobiography.  In  a  judgment 
in  which  his  London  dub  . 
Scribes  West  was  ordered  to 
secle  a  bill  from  an  advertis¬ 
ing  executive,  some  of  Bis 
evidence  on  oath  was  con- 
donned  as  “rather  wanton".  . 

Mr  Recorder  WflKams  said 
that  some  of  what  Mr 
Venables  had  told  him  “had 
not  been  entirely  reliable,  to 
put  it  at  its  most  charitable" 
The  judge  said  that  Jeffrey. 
Fugler,  who  brought  the  ac¬ 
tion.  had  proved  he  was 
entitled  to  the  money  he 
claimed.  He  said,  however, 
that  he  had  failed  in  sane  of 
his  arguments  and  as  a  result, 
the  figure  of  nearly  £20,000  for 
which  he  had  been  asking.' 
would  be  reduced  to  £11392.95 
plus  interest  Because  of  his 
evasiveness  in  giving  answers, 
he  was  also  going  to  treat  a  lot 
of  what  he  said  with  “more 
than  a  pinch  of  salt  more 
likely  a  handful”. 

Mr  Fugler  was  also  told  he 
would  get  only  half  of  his 
estimated  legal  costs  of 
£90,000.  No  figure  was  avail¬ 
able  for  the  costs  Mr 
Venables’s  club  would  have  to' 
meet  but  a  QC  and  a  junior 
banister  were  retained  to 
defend  the  action  and  the  bill 
is  likely  to  be  in  excess  of 
£100.000. 

Mr  Fugler  had  told  Central 
London  -  County  Court  the 
money  he  was  owed  represen¬ 
ted  the  outstanding  two  thirds 
of  a  £30,000  bill  for  distribut¬ 
ing  20.000  brochures  to  adver¬ 
tise  the  England  coach's  then 
ailing  dub.  Scribes  West  un¬ 
successfully  counter-claimed  a 
similar  amount  arguing  that 
the  promotional  campaign, 
was  a  "top  flap"  —  a  descrip¬ 
tion  put  forWrd  by  Mr 
Venables. 

Mr  Venables,  the  former 
chief  executive  at  Spurs, 
claimed  he  had  been  the 
victim  of  a  conspiracy  to 
sabotage  his  chances  of  lead 
ing  the  England  team  l  ^ 
victory  in  next  year's  Euro¬ 
pean  championship. 

The  judge  said,  however, 
that  Mr  Venables 's  evidence 
on  oath  contradicted  what 
had  been  written  in  his  auto¬ 
biography. 
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j^ggjgjls  parents  who  wanted  man  jailed  that  court  must  ‘register  justice  to  everyone’ 


Manslaughter  verdict  sends 

girl’s  killer  to  mental  hospital 


^TT^r 


By  Kate  Aiakrsun 

Sy.SjtSa^Z  252*, 

$z£jiFtSS?'&  “S 

ws  direcKd  to  return  a  ver-  ps&tJS 
^  manslaughter  on  the  ph«^ 
ground  of  diminished  After  h 

"ESSZ  p^ld 

was  m  “We  warn 

ofmurde 

Conroy.  Nikki’s  mother,  burst  concerned 
JJS  tSrs-  Mrs,  Justfce  Smith  into  that  s 
t®“  **  couple,  who  have  filled  will 

ESJ?  *fv?yu  a(  the  he  knew  ’ 
hearing,  fiat  they  may  find  We  feel  he 
the  verdict  hard  to  accept  although 
j.  must  feel  Nikki  has  now." 

fjjsunered  a  terrible  injustice,  Mr  Co 
and  she  did,  but  I  hope  you  amazed  at 
can  also  bring  yourself  to  “It  was  a 
understand  that  the  duty  of  had  been 
this  court  is  to  register  justice  prosecutic 
to  everyone,”  she  said.  day  before 

“There  is  not  a  person  in  this  would  be 

oourt  who  does  not  sympa-  plea  of 
twse  with  your  point  of  view,  thought  a 
but  I  do  hope  you  will  accept  not  We 
tins  derision  has  not  been  verdict,  b 
taken  lightly,  but  with  great  Nikki’s  m 
care  by  the  doctors,  by  counsel  ter  seems 
and  by  me."  crime  that 

The  judge  directed  the  jury  Wilkins 
to  return  a  formal  verdict  of  dering  N 
guilty  to  manslaughter  on  the  manslaugl 
ground  of  diminished  respon-  of  dimini 
sibilrty  after  four  forensic  psy-  and  also  p 
chiahists  agreed  that  WI1-  attempted 


unemployed  from  r  1 

Middtebrough,  was  severely 

attack.  They  described  his 

coition,  which  began  in  his  -"  v“‘  -2"'  ;:e&]£2m KY 

earfy  teens,  as  paranoid 
^owsis  or  paranoid  schizo-  V. 

After  hearing  the  verdict 

Pcfor  and  Diane  Conroy  said:  .■ 

“We  wanted  him  found  guflty  % . ' Y-'  Y* 

of  murder.  As  far  as  we  are 
concerned,  the  day  he  went  i ’ 

xnto  that  school  with  a  holdall  i'jrs?  ^ 

filled  with  knives  and  an  axe  -  i 

he  knew  what  he  was  doing.  •  '".}&*■ Y  • 

We  feel  he  was  sane  at  the  time  1^-  -CY* '''istf-  — 
although  he  may  be  insane  Wilkinson:  severely 
now."  mentally  ill  for  years 

Mr  Conroy  said  he  was 

amazed  at  tine  judge’s  decision,  other  schoolgirls.  M  ichelle 
“It  was  a  bit  of  a  shock.  We  Reeve,  then  13.  had  15  knife 
had  been  consulted  by  the'  wounds  inflicted  on  her  in  the 


•  "V 


WOkmson:  severely 
mentally  31  for  years 

other  schoolgirls.  Michelle 
Reeve,  then  13.  had  15  knife 


prosecution  who  asked  us  the 
day  before  the  trial  ended  if  we 
would  be  happy  to  accept  a 
plea  of  manslaughter.  We 
thought  about  it  and  derided 
not  We  wanted  a  murder 
verdict,  both  for  us  and  for 
Nikki’s  memory.  Manslaugh¬ 
ter  seems  to  detract  from  the 
crime  that  was  committed." 

Wilkinson  had  denied  mur¬ 
dering  N3dti  but  admitted 
manslaughter  on  the  ground 
of  diminished  responsibility 
and  also  pleaded  guilty  to  die 
attempted  murders  of  two 


School  pal  who 
turned  into  a 
fantasising  loner 


By  Kate  Auderson 


NIKKI  CONROY'S  killer 
was  a  friendless  loner  who 
spent  his  adult  life  hiding 
away  from  the  Outside  world, 
fantasising  about  killing  and 
•"fkide  and  writing  about  his 
tormented  double  fife  with  his 
alter  ego.  Wilson  Jinks.  ' 

Stephen  Wilkinson  had»- 
passion  for  violent-  comics,  . 
heavy  metal  music  and  com¬ 
puters  and  became,  an  avid 
collector  of  books about  serial 
killers,  sex  crimes,  the  occult 
and  after-death  experiences. 
After  leaving  school  at  16  he 
developed  a  hatred  of  die 
world,  which  be  believed  was 
persecuting  him. 

Andrew  Smelt,  30,  Wilkin¬ 
son's  best  friend  at  school, 
was  one  of  the  few  people  who 
had  any  insight  into  his  life. 
Of  their  childhood  years  he 
said:  “We  spent  quite  a  lot  of 
social  time  together  at  each 
other’s  houses.  We  were  just 
ordinary  friends,  he  was  just  a 
normal  mate." 

But  Wilkinson,  a  prolific 
reader  with  an  IQ  of  149  and  a 
member  of  Mensa.  began 
reading  books  about  reaHife 
crimes  and  murders.  “He 
became  the  lonely  misfit  the 
red  use  who  spent  Ins  time 
reading,  writing,  drawing 
and  listening  to  heavy  metal 
music,”  Mr  Smelt  said. 

Wilkinson  had  an  undistin¬ 
guished  career  at  school  and 
few  other  friends.  By  the  age 
of  14  he  was  developing  a 
reputation  as  a  loner.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  friends  and  psychia¬ 


trists;  who  interviewed  him 
about  die  stabbings,  this  was 
a  critical  age  for  Wilkinson 
and  it  was  then  he  began 
seriously  to  retreat  into  him¬ 
self  and  reject  the  world. 

After  leaving  school  with  no 
qualifications,  Wilkinson 
went  to  alopal  college  and 
passed  a  raufrber  of  GCSEsl 
He  tried  working  as  a  painter 
on  a  youth  training  pro¬ 
gramme  but  believed  every¬ 
one  wanted  to  get  rid  of  him 
and  noone  liked  him. 

Subsequently  be  never 
found  a  job.  although  he 
applied  three  times  for  the 
post  of  mortuary  attendant 
For  a  number  of  years  he 
lived  on  state  benefit  in  his 
own  flat,  but  returned  home 
in  1989  to  Easterside,  Mid¬ 
dlesbrough,  to  live  with  his 
father.' Jim.  who  was  separat¬ 
ed  from  his  mother. 

Elizabeth  Marsh,  Wflkto- 
son’s  aunt,  lived  in  the  same 
street  as  her  nephew  and 
described  him  as  a  man  with 
few  interests  in  life  “Stephen 
has  never  worked  a  day  in  Ms 
life  and  is  a  real  loner,"  she 
said.  “He  has  never  had  a 
gfrifneod  that  I  knowot  and 
hasn’t  gone  one  mate  of  his 
own." 

In  1985  he  tried  to  commit 
suicide  but  was  rescued  fay  a 
tenant  in  his  house  who  found 
him  hying  to  slash  his  wrists. 
Wilkinson  saw  a  doctor  and 
was  referred  for  two  sessions 
of  counselling,  one  fasting  ten 
minutes  and  another  15. 
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attack  at  HaJl  Garth  School, 
Acklam.  Cleveland,  in  March 
last  year,  while  Emma  Winter, 
then  12.  suffered  lesser 
wounds. 

The  judge  ordered  that  Wil¬ 
kinson,  who  burst  into  a 
classroom  wearing  a  black 
balaclava  and  carrying  a  rep¬ 
lica  gun  and  a  holdall  contain¬ 
ing  three  knives  and  an  axe, 
be  detained  in  Ashworth  Hos¬ 
pital,  Liverpool,  for  a  period 
without  limit  for  all  three 
offences. 

Mrs  Justice  Smith  told  the 


court  that  she  would  recom¬ 
mend  that  Christopher  BieLby 
ami  David  Eland  —  the  teach¬ 
ers  who  burst  into  the  class¬ 
room  after  seeing  "blood  on 
white  shirts"  and  disarmed 
Wilkinson  who  was  waving 
what  they  believed  to  be  a  gun 
—  be  officially  commended  for 
their  actions. 

“It  is  safe  to  say  that 
everybody  there  that  day  must 
have  suffered  a  great  deal  of 
trauma  but  1  felt  Mr  Bielby 
and  Mr  Eland,  by  their  ac¬ 
tions,  did  in  fact  prevent  the 
tragedy  from  being  even 
greater,"  she  said.  "There  is 
little  doubt  that  if  they  had  not 
done  what  they  did  we  would 
have  been  today  trying  more 
than  one  murder  case." 

Mr  and  Mrs  Conroy  said 
they  had  nor  allowed  their 
daughter  to  work  as  a 
papergirl  because  they 
thought  it  too  dangerous  but 
they  believed  she  was  safe  in  a 
classroom. 

In  the  Conroy  family  home 
in  Middlesbrough,  pictures  of 
Nikki  fill  the  lounge  and  her 
portrait  is  tile  centrepiece  of 
the  room. 

“She  loved  life  and  was  full 
of  fun."  Mr  Conroy.  44,  said. 
“But  we  take  comfort  knowing 
she  at  least  had  12  perfectly 
happy  years  which  many 
children  don’t  get  these  days. 
She  could  not  have  been 


happier  than  she  was  and  we 
try  to  be  brave  for  her." 

Nikki's  death  prompted  a 
thousand  letters  of  sympathy 
sent  to  the  Conroys  by  people 
they  have  never  met.  Among 
them  are  letters  from  Colin 
Parry,  whose  son  Tim  was 
killed  in  the  IRA  bombing  at 
Warrington,  and  words  of 
comfort  from  relatives  of 
children  in  the  M40  minibus 
crash. “Without  the  help  of  a 
lot  of  people  we  would  not 
have  got  through  this  dreadful 
time,"  Mrs  Conroy  said.  “We 
were  especially  touched  by  die 
letters  from  Tim  Parry’s  fam¬ 
ily  and  relatives  of  the  M40 
crash  victims.  They  are  help¬ 
ful  because  those  parents 
know  what  we  are  going 
through.  Other  people  say 
they  understand  but  they  can¬ 
not  know  in  tile  same  way. 

“It  is  very  difficult  for  us  and 
there's  not  a  day  goes  by  we  ■ 
don’t  think  about  Nikki,"  Mrs 
Conroy  said.  “She  will  always 
be  12  to  us  and  life  is  very,  very 
hard  without  her. 

"The  day  she  was  killed  is 
still  very  vivid  in  our  memo¬ 
ries,  but  we  always  talk  about 
Nikki  and  will  always  remem¬ 
ber  her  as  a  very  happy  child. 
On  Christmas  Day  we’ll  take 
flowers  to  the  cemetery  but 
everything  we  do  now  is  just 
not  the  same  without  her.  It 
will  be  like  this  forever." 
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Nikki  Conroy  pictured  at  the  age  of  11  with  her  brother  John  and  her  mother 
Diane:  “Everything  we  do  now  is  just  not  the  same.  It  will  be  like  this  forever" 
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Modern 
GPs  lack 
drive  of 
Dr  Finlay 


By  Jeremy  Iaurance 
HEALTH  CORRESPONDENT 


THE  dedication  of  Dr  Finlay, 
the  fictitious  GP  who  put  his 
patients*  needs  above  ms  own. 
has  given  way  to  the  nin&to- 
five  doctor  who  demands 
more  from  life  than  the  next 
medical  case,  a  survey  has 
found. 

Younger  doctors  are  less 
likely  than  their  elders  to  be 
immersed  in  the  profession. 
Among  doctors  over  55.  one  in 
six  viewed  medicine  as  a 
vocation  compared  with  one  in 
100  among  those  under  30. 
according  to  a  survey  by  the 
British  -Medical  Association  of 
800  of  its  members.  More  than 
one  in  two  of  those  under  30 
said  medicine  must  be 
organised  to  balance  the  de¬ 
mands  of  career  and  family, 
compared  with  one  in  six  of 
the  over-55s. 

Dr  Mac  Armstrong,  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  BMA,  said:  “We 
now  realise  doctors  can  only 
give  their  best  to  patients  if 
they  are  whole  people.  Spend¬ 
ing  the  whole  of  your  life 
dealing  with  death  and  dis¬ 
ease  can  be  an  extremely 
destructive  process.  To  give 
your  best  to  patients  you  need 
time." 

Dr  Sandy  Macara,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  association,  said:  “I 
reckon  Dr  Finlay  was  jolly 
good  in  his  day  tut  we  need  a 
different  kind  of  doctor  today. 
We  don’t  want  doctors  who 
are  obsessed  by  work  to  the 
exclusion  of  being  full  and 
rounded  people.  The  survey 
shows  that  medicine  is  still 
seen  as  a  commitment  but  tins 
is  balanced  by  the  need  for  a 
full  life." 

A  second  survey  of  600  new  j 
medical  graduates  found  that  i 
a  quarter  planned  to  leave  | 
medicine  or  practise  abroad, 
most  commonly  in  Australia 
and  New  Zealand. 

Dr  Vivienne  Nathanson, 
under-secretary  of  the  BMA. 
said:  “It  is  extremely  worry¬ 
ing.  It  costs  from  £250,000  to 
£930,000  to  train  a  doctor  and 


The  Queen  talking  to  Albert  Feam  after  he  received  his  award  for  rescuing  Mike  Logan.  George  Feam,  top  right  watched  his  father's  medal  sold  to  Mr  Logan,  above  right  55  years  later 


Air  raid  survivor  buys  rescuer’s  George  Medal 


By  Robin  Young 


potentially  a  quarter  are  being 
lost  to  British  practice.  We 


need  to  find  out  if  their 
absence  is  temporary  or  per¬ 
manent  whether  they  return 
to  full  or  part-time  practice 
and  whether  there  is  a  consis¬ 
tent  reason  for  them  going.  If 
there  is  a  consistent  reason 
then  we  will  have  an  opportu¬ 
nity  to  address  it" 


A  SURVIVOR  of  a  German 
air  raid  on  Coventry  during 
the  last  war  has  spent  his  life 
savings  on  the  medal  award¬ 
ed  to  the  man  who  saved  his 
life.  As  a  six-year-old  boy 
Mike  Logan  was  dragged 
from  the  wreckage  of  his 
home  in  Coventry  by  Albert 
Feam,  an  Air  Raid  Protection 
warden.  Mr  Logan's  father, 
mother  and  younger  brother 
were  all  killed  when  their 
house  was  hit  by  a  German 
bomb  in  October  1940. 

Mr  Feam  was  awarded  the 
George  Medal,  the  highest 
honour  for  civilian  bravery, 
for  the  heroism  he  displayed 
in  rescuing  Mike  and  bis 
brother  Patrick.  He  was  pre¬ 
sented  with  the  medal  by 
King  George  VI.  Mr  Feam 
died  six  years  ago,  aged  79. 
and  the  medal  passed  to  his 
son.  George,  who  sold  it  this 
week  to  raise  money  to  save 
his  home. 

George  Feam  was  at  the 
sale  at  Warwick  Auctions  in 
Coventry  and,  after  pro- 


Coventry  in  ruins  after  bombing  raids  in  October  and  November  1940.  The  Logan  house  suffered  a  direct  hit 


longed  bidding,  saw  the  med¬ 
al  sdl  for  £2,850.  The  buyer 
introduced  himself  and  dis¬ 
closed  that  he  was  Mike 
Logan,  now  61.  Mr  Feam  told 
him:  “My  father  helped  you, 
and  now  you  have  done  the 
same  for  him."  Mr  Feam  said 
he  had  never  wanted  to  part 


with  the  medal  because  it 
was  such  a  potent  symbol  of 
his  father's  bravery.  “I  want¬ 
ed  to  pass  the  medal  on  to  my 
eldest  son.  Craig,  but  it  was 
not  to  be.  I  had  to  sell  it  or 
risk  losing  my  house.  I  was 
just  hoping  it  would  not  be 
sold  abroad  and  lost  forever,'* 


he  said.  “It  is  terrific  that  if 
the  medal  has  to  be  sold,  it 
should  be  to  him.  He  has  as 
dose  a  bond  to  that  medal  as 
anyone  and  1  am  sure  we  will 
remain  in  touch." 

A  total  of  449  German 
bombers  took  part  in  the 
bombing  of  Coventry  and 


dropped  503  tons  of  high 
explosives  and  881  incendiary 
bombs.  The  Germans  even 
coined  the  verb  Coventrieren, 
meaning  to  destroy  utterly  by 
bombing.  The  Logan  family 
home  in  Henry  Street  suf¬ 
fered  a  direct  hit  and  Mr 
Logan's  father  Michael  42, 


his  pregnant  mother,  Flor¬ 
ence,  and  brother,  Frankie, 
five,  were  killed,  The  only 
survivors  were  Mike  and  his 
older  brother  Patrick,  now  62. 

Mr  Logan  does  not  intend 
to  keep  the  medaL  He  has 
promised  it  to  Coventry's 
Herbert  Art  Gallery  and  Mu¬ 
seum.  He  said  yesterday. 
“That  man  saved  my  life  and 
this  medal  should  never  leave 
Coventry.  It  was  won  here. 
Albert  was  very  fond  of  the 
city  and  this  is  where  It  is 
going  to  stay.  I  heard  that  the 
medal  was  up  for  sale  and  I 
just  had  to  try  to  buy  it” 

Mr  Logan,  a  former  Rolls- 
Royce  fitter  who  is  now 
unemployed,  added:  “Albert 
risked  his  life.  He  was  told 
not  to  go  into  the  house  but  he 
went  In  to  get  the  survivors 
and  the  dead.  I  was  very  sad 
to  have  to  buy  it  from  the 
family,  but  I  felt  I  had  to  buy 
the  medal  to  keep  it  in 
Coventry.  I  will  be  giving  it  to 
the  museum  so  everyone  in 
Coventry  can  see  it.  This  is  a 
wonderful  day.  I  am  absolute¬ 
ly  thrilled." 


S  3  H  O  IS  N  H  d  ;i 


Author 
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accepts 


mH 


damages 


An  author  accepted  substan¬ 
tial  undisclosed  libd.dajnagefj.. 
yesterday  over  a  review  in  the 
Independent  newspaper  that 
compared  his  views  to  those  of 
the  British  National  Party. 

David  Sdboume,  58,  who 
published  The  Principle  of 
Duty  last  year,  claimed  in.  the 
High  Court  that  the  conipari- 
son  was  offensive  and  damag¬ 
ing  and  lacked  justification. 

Just  before  the  case.  News¬ 
paper  Publishing  pic  paid  a 
substantial  sum  into  court . 
which  Mr  Selbounieagreed  to 
accept  The  court  was  mid  he 
began  proceedings  after  the 
newspaper  refused  apologise 
or  publish  a  correction. ; 


rival 


Boy  not  Ben 


A  boy  found  in  a  gypsy  camp 
in  northern  Greece  was  not 
Ben  Needham,  6,  from  Shef-  £ 
field,  who  disappeared  while  $ 
on  holiday  in  W9L  The  child.  ' 
who  lacked  Ben’S  blue  eyes 
and  red  birthmark,  had  a 
Greek  birth  Certificate.  ’ 


Key  prison  Issue 

Hundreds  of  locks  at  Frank- 
land  prison,  Co  Durham,  are 
befog  changed  after  the  disap¬ 
pearance  of  a  master  key  that 
can  open  every  ceil  door.  The 
retaking  of  400  cells  and 
other  doors  and  entrances  will 
cost  at  least  £100,000. 


Drugs  expulsion 


A  boy  aged  15  has  been 
expelled  from  Hounsdown 
comprehensive  at  Totfon,  near 
Southampton,  after  be  alleg¬ 
edly  supplied  Ecstasy  tablets 
to  other  pupils.  About  30  other 
pupils  have  been  warned  by 
police  about  possessing  drugs. 


Operations  hit 


Three  bowel  operations  at  a 
hospital  In  London  were  can¬ 
celled  after  thieves  broke  into 
a  car  at  Bray,  Berkshire,  and 
stole  two  cameras  used  in 
keyhole  surgery.  The  cameras, 
worth  £3Z000,  are  the  only 
ones  of  their  type  in  Britain. 


Through  the  wall. 


Workmen  carrying  out  cavity* 
wall  insulation  at  a  pension¬ 
er*  home  on  St  Mary’s  cm  the 
Isles  of  Solly  drilled  too  deep 
—  and  pumped  the  built-in 
wardrobe  in  her  bedroom  full 
of  foam.  It  took  liz  Tyler,  66, 
three  days  to  clean  the  clothes. 
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s  arrival  completes  revamp  of  Tory  media  team 

Political  editor  hired  to 
rival  Labour  spin  doctor 


CHARLES  LEWINGTON. 

Express,  was  appoint* 

ed  toone  °f  the  honest  Ss  in 

whe?l  hi  ^rics 

when  he  became  director  of 

communications  for  the  Con¬ 
servative  Party. 

After  just  five  years  on 
national  newspapers,  Mr 
kwngton.  36,  is  the  Tories’ 
cruet  spin  doctor,  charged  with 
combating  Labour’s  formida- 
ote  media  operation.  He  was 
at  nis  new  desk  in  Central 
Office  immediately  his  ap¬ 
pointment  was  announced. 
His  salary  has  not  been  dis¬ 
closed,  but  it  is  thought  to  be  at 
least  E70.000. 

He  replaces  Hugh  Colver, 
who  walked  out  last  month 
after  only  six  months,  com¬ 
plaining  that  he  did  not  want 
to  be  a  “political  propagan¬ 
dist"  and  bemoaning  the  de¬ 
featism  of  many  ministers. 

The  appointment  completes 
the  reorganisation  of  the 
Tories’  media  operation,  car¬ 
ried  out  by  Brian  Mawhinney, 
the  party  chairman,  in  which 
Sheila  Gunn,  from  TheTimes . 
and  Paul  Hooper,  from  The 

Law  sought 
to  restrain 
water 
companies 

By  Nick  Nuttau, 

ENVIRONMENTAL  groups 
are  backing  a  proposed 
change  in  the  law  that  will 
give  rivers,  meadows  and 
fenlands  greater  protection 
from  water  companies  and 
farmers. 

Richard  Burden,  Labour 
MP  for  Birmingham  North- 
field.  has  agreed  to  sponsor  a 
Private  Member's  Bill  aimed 
at  improving  water  conserva¬ 
tion.  The  government  is  un¬ 
derstood  to  be  sympathetic 
and  the  National  Rivers  Au¬ 
thority  has  voiced  its  support 
The  Bill  will  aim  to  limit 
abstractions  from  rivers  and 
set  mandatory  targets  for  the 
prevention  and  repair  of  leaks 
by  water  companies.  It  will 
also  promote  five  use  of  water- 
efficient  devices  such  as  low- 
flush  toilets. 

The  move  comes  as  York¬ 
shire  Water  announced  plans 
to  take  more  water  from  rivers 
to  preserve  supplies  during 
the  present  dry  speD  and  to 
avoid  shortages  next  summer. 
The  company’s  plan  was 
condemned  by  English  Na¬ 
ture.  which  fears  damage  to 
rare  plants  and  animals  in  the 
lower  Derwent  valley  national 
nature  reserve. 


By  Nicholas  Wood,  chief  poutical correspondent 


Sun.  have  been  drafted  in  to 
strengthen  the  team. 

Mr  Lewington  will  be  pitted 
directly  against  Alastair 
Campbell.  Tony  Blair’s  press 
secretaiy.  who  with  Peter 
Mandelson  is  widely  credited 
with  having  reinforced  his 
party’s  long-standing  lead  in 
the  opinion  polls.  Mr 
Lewington  and  Mr  Campbell 
have  one  thing  in  common: 
they  are  both  former  lobby 
correspondents  with  an  in¬ 
stinctive  feel  for  what  makes 
a  story  and  where  best  to 
place  it.  But  while  Mr  Camp¬ 
bell  can  be  an  abrasive  figure, 
not  afraid  to  bully  the  broad¬ 
casters  into  giving  his  people 
airtime,  Mr  Lewington  is  like¬ 
ly  to  adopt  a  more  subtle 
approach,  preferring  a  quiet 
word  in  one  of  Westminster’s 
many  shadowy  comers.  He 
will  be  determined  to  avoid 
any  repetition  of  the  clangers 
that  have  disfigured  the 
Tories’  media  efforts  in  recent 
weeks. 

Nicknamed  “Lord  Charles" 
for  his  relaxed,  unflappable 
manner  and  his  taste  for  the 
good  life.  Mr  Lewington  has 


no  shortage  of  media  and 
political  contacts.  Nor  does  he 
lack  courage.  Few  observers, 
including  many  ministers  and 
Tory  MP5,  give  much  for  the 
Government's  chances  at  the 
next  election  and  his  friends 
say  he  recognises  the  risk  in 
joining  Central  Office  with 
such  a  mountain  to  climb.  A 
bad  defeat  at  the  election 
would  tarnish  his  reputation. 

Unlike  Mr  Campbell,  who 
is  virtually  unchallenged  as 
Labours  main  spokesman, 
Mr  Lewington  will  also  have 
to  negotiate  his  way  past  the 
many  rival  power  centres  in 
Downing  Street.  Whitehall  de¬ 
partments.  the  Whips’  Office 
and  the  backbench  1922 
Committee. 

Labour's  media  machine 
went  quickly  into  operation 
yesterday,  likening  his  move 
from  the  ailing  Sunday  Ex¬ 
press  to  Central  Office  as  that 
of  a  man  leaving  one  sinking 
ship  to  join  another.  One  wag 
dubbed  him  "spin  waiter" 
rather  than  spin  doctor  for  his 
dark  good  looks  and  his 
eagerness  to  please. 

Mr  Lewington  may  be 


Muslim  demands 
Labour  inquiry 
into  selection  vote 

By  Gillian  Bo wd itch.  Scotland  correspondent 


A  MILLIONAIRE  seeking  to 
become  Britain’s  first  Muslim 
MP  accused  the  Labour  Party 
of  running  an  unfair  election 
yesterday  after  be  lost  a 
selection  battle  for  Glasgow 
Go  van. 

Mohammed  Sarwar.  a 
Glasgow  businessman,  plans 
to  appeal  to  Labour’s  national 
executive  over  the  ballot 
which  he  lost  by  one  vote.  He 
said  that  52  votes  were  Invalid 
and  he_  believes  some  may 
have  bee®  unfairly  ruled  out 

The  election  campaign  be¬ 
tween  Mr  Sarwar  and  Mike 
Watson,  the  sitting  Labour 
MP  fear  Glasgow  Central, 
which  is  to  disappear  under 
tile  boundary  changes,  was 
one  of  the  most  acrimonious 
in  Scotland  for  many  years. 
There  have  been  allegations 
of  vote-rigging,  secret  deals 
and  financial  irregularities 
from  both  sides.  Mr  Sarwar, 
43,  has  been  criticised  for 
sending  his  children  to  pri¬ 
vate  schools. 

There  have  also  been  accu¬ 
sations  of  racism.  Moham¬ 
med  Sboaib,  vkoehainnanof 
the  constituency  party,  said: 
“The  message  the  Labour 
Party  is  giving  out  is  if  you 


OUR 
GAS  IS 
PRICE 


Gas  is  a  valuable  source  of  energy, 
hat  doesn’t  mean  you  should  have  to  pay 
over  the  odds  for  your  supply- 

unerada  Hess,  you  won't.  Because,  if  your 
t  bill  is  over  £1.100  a  year,  switching  to  low 
B  Amerada  can  save  you  a  tidy  sum. 

d  out  how  much,  just  ring  us  for  a  quote. 

tere'U  be  no  new  pipes,  roadworks  or 
wenience.  Just  something  to  treasure... 

Lower  bills. 
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have  a  Muslim  or  Pakistani 
background,  you  are  not  on." 

Mr  Watson  was  declared 
the  winner  by  237  to  236  votes. 
A  third  candidate,  Margaret 
Curren,  polled  18.  Members 
of  the  constituency  party  were 
asked  to  list  first  and  second 
choices  and  when  Ms 
Curma’s  votes  were  redistrib¬ 
uted  among  foe  other  two 
candidates  they  each  had  245. 
Mr  Watson  won  because  be 
had  polled  the  highest  num¬ 
ber  of  first-choice  votes. 

Mr  Sarwar  said:  "The  votes 
were  ruled  out  on  foe  basis 
that  foe  signatures  did  not 
match  up.  For  many  in  die 
Aslan  community  English  Is  a 
second  language.  I  want  foe 
National  Executive  Commit¬ 
tee  to  look  at  all  the  votes." 

He  said  that  he  was  not 
alleging  racism  and  did  not 
want  a  new  election.  Instead 
he  wanted  foe  52  invalid  votes 
to  be  included  and  foe  count 
to  be  done  again.  Mr  Watson, 
however,  said  be  believed  that 
foe  election  had  been  fair. 

Mr  Sarwar,  who  came  to 
Scotland  from  his  native  Paki¬ 
stan  at  foe  age  of  26,  said  that 
he  did  not  know  whether  he 
would  seek  another  seat 


ToryMP 
becomes 
50th  to 
pullout 

By  James  Landaus 

ROBERT  HICKS  yesterday 
became  foe  50th  Tory  MP  to 
announce  that  he  will  retire  at 
the  genera]  election. 

Mr  Hides,  57,  said  that  he 
was  standing  down  from  his 
Cornwall  South-East  seat 
because  MPs  had  become 
more  arrogant  since  he  en¬ 
tered  Parliament  in  1970.  He 
has  a  majority  Of  7,704. 

“Both  Parliament  and  the 
Conservative  Party  have  al¬ 
tered  as  you  would  expect  over 

my  time  at  Westminster,'’  he 
said.  ‘TJrtfortunately.  in  my 
judgment  neither  has  neces¬ 
sarily  changed  for  the  better. 

“There  is  a  new  type  of 
Member  of  Parliament  on  the 
Conservative  side.  They  are 
products  of  Thatcherism  — 
more  aggressive  —  and  there 
is  also  an  arrogance  which 
does  not  appeal  to  me.  On  the 
Labour  side  they  have  got 
increasingly  frustrated  and 
irritable.  The  atmosphere  is 
not  quite  as  relaxed  or  as 
constructive  as  it  used  to  be." 

Mr  Hicks  was  an  assistant 
whip  in  the  Heath  govern¬ 
ment  between  1973  and  1974 
but  has  spent  most  of  his 
career  on  the  back  benches. 
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shrewd  and  streetwise,  but 
some  of  his  colleagues  doubt 
that  his  commitment  to  the 
Tory  cause  can  match  the 
passion  and  flair  that  Mr 
Campbell  brings  to  his  job. 
Although  he  is  said  to  be 
promising  charm  rather  than 
aggression,  he  may  have  to 
revise  his  ideas  as  foe  fighting 
intensifies  in  the  run-up  to  the 
election. 

Mr  Lewington  was  educat¬ 
ed  at  Sherborne  and  Bath 
University,  where  he  gained 
an  economics  degree.  After  a 
spell  on  regional  newspapers, 
he  joined  the  Daily  Express  in 
1990  as  a  junior  lobby  corres¬ 
pondent  and  a  year  later 
became  political  editor  of  the 
Sunday  Express  after  being 
head-hunted  by  Eve  Pollard, 
then  the  Editor. 

It  is  said  that  she  routinely 
addressed  him  as  “Darling 
Charles”  and  that  he  was 
adored  by  secretaries  wherev¬ 
er  he  worked.  One  colleague 
said:  “He  only  had  to  enter  foe 
room,  and  some  of  them  came 
close  to  swooning." 

He  married  Pippa  Kelly,  a 
Hansard  reporter,  a  year  ago. 
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Heseltine 
dismisses 
rail  claim 
‘rubbish’ 

By  James  Landale 
POLITICAL  REPORTER 

MICHAEL  HESELTINE  dis¬ 
missed  claims  by  Labour  yes¬ 
terday  that  rail  privatisation 
would  cost  taxpayers  an  extra 
ESSO  million  a  year  as  "un¬ 
adulterated  rubbish". 

Mr  Heseltine,  standing  in 
for  John  Major  at  Prune 
Minister’s  Questions,  was 
challenged  by  Ann  Taylor, 
Shadow  Leader  of  the  House, 
to  confirm  that  the  public 
subsidy  would  rise  after  priva¬ 
tisation.  “Isn’t  the  message 
clear  that  rail  privatisation  is  a 
waste  of  taxpayers'  money?" 
she  said.  But  Mr  Heseltine 
said  they  came  from  a  Labour 
press  release  and  “like  most 
Labour  press  releases,  they 
are  unadulterated  rubbish". 

The  dash  came  as  foe 
Government  claimed  that  rail 
privatisation  was  “gaining 
irresi  stable  momentum".  In  a 
written  response  to  a  critical 
Trade  and  Industry  Commit¬ 
tee  report.  Sir  George  Young, 
the  Transport  Secretary,  said 
the  move  would  help  taxpay¬ 
ers  and  improve  services.  He 
did  not  comment  on  the  com¬ 
mittee's  claim  that  privatisa¬ 
tion  would  cost  the  taxpayer 

Charles  Lewington.  whose  job  will  pit  him  against  Labour’s  Alastair  Campbell  an  extra  £700  million. 
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Major’s  appeals  for  delaying  launch  of  single  currency  will  fall  on  stony  ground 


EU  to  start  countdown 


for  monetaiy  union 


From  Charles  Bremner  in  Madrid 


EUROPEAN  leaders  will  give 
short  shrift  to  John  Major's 
pleas  for  a  delay  in  monetary 
union  when  they  meet  in 
Madrid  today  to  start  the 
countdown  to  its  launch  and 
combat  the  doubts  which  have 
descended  on  the  project  in 
recent  weeks. 

The  Prime  Minister  can 
count  on  little  more  than  a 
polite  hearing  when  he  makes 
his  case  for  studying  the  likely 
economic  disruption  if  mone¬ 
tary  union  is  launched  among 
a  small  group  of  countries  on 
schedule  on  January  1.  1999. 
Despite  British  claims  to  have 
Rome's  support,  Mr  Major 
will  receive  no  overt  backing 
from  Lamberto  Dini.  the  Ital¬ 
ian  Prime  Minister,  for  his 
argument  that  delay  would  be 
prudent. 

“We  agree  with  Major’s  idea 
for  a  study  on  the  impact,”  a 
senior  Italian  official  said. 
“But  we  don't  want  to  touch 
the  subject  of  delay." 

While  much  of  Europe  has 
shifted  recently  towards  the 
British  Government's  jaun¬ 
diced  view  of  the  EU^  perfor¬ 
mance.  Britain's  isolation  over 
economic  and  monetary  union 
(EMU)  reflects  its  continuing 
position  as  the  most  reluctant 
of  member  states.  However, 
while  irritation  is  running 
high  over  Britain's  resistance 


to  almost  all  substantial  re¬ 
form  at  next  year’s  Maastricht 
revamp  and  its  obstruction  of 
an  anti-racist  package,  some 
leaders  are  concerned  about 
the  dangers  of  freezing  out 
London. 

Erik  Derycke,  the  Foreign 
Minister  of  ultra-federalist 
Belgium,  yesterday  deplored 
the  call  by  President  Chirac 
and  Helmut  Kohl,  the  Ger¬ 


man  Chancellor,  for  a  two- 
speed  Europe  which  would 
leave  Britain  behind-  “We 
must  keep  talking  to  the 
British  when  we  talk  about 
monetary  union,  even  at  Ma¬ 
drid.”  he  said. 

Mr  Major's  desire  to  force 
debate  on  EMU  is  just  one 
element  making  for  a  sour 
session  at  the  exhibition  site 
near  Madrid  airport  where 
the  leaders  are  meeting  amid 
some  of  the  strictest  security 


measures  seen  in  Europe. 
Vigilance  has  been  heightened 
after  the  death  of  six  people  in 
a  car  bomb,  attributed  to 
Basque  separatists,  in  the 
Madrid  outskirts  this  week. 

As  well  as  gloom  over 
monetaiy  union,  the  Madrid 
mood  has  been  soured  by  M 
Chirac’s  troubles  at  home,  the 
bad  blood  over  his  nuclear 
testing  and  differences  among 
die  15  over  next-year's  planned 
revamp  of  the  EU  and  the 
future  membership  of  the 
former  East  bloc  states. 

The  refusal  to  tamper  with 
EMU  timing,  widespread 
even  '"among  countries  with 
only  the  remotest  chance  of 
qualifying  for  the  single  cur¬ 
rency,  reflects  the  consensus 
among  European  leaders  that 
any  hint  of  missing  the  rendez¬ 
vous  decreed  at  Maastricht 
would  shake  the  very  pillars  of 
European  “construction". 

German  anxiety,  the  French 
strikes,  and  the  weak  econom¬ 
ic  performance  of  a  majority  of 
member  states  have  shaken 
all  bur  the  most  ardent  federal¬ 
ists.  However,  the  consensus 
among  the  Euro-elite  holds 
that  die  show  must  go  on. 
Failure  would  bring  “an  enor¬ 
mous  loss  of  credibility  and  a 
formidable  retreat  from  the 
European  idea”.  Jacques 
Santer,  the  Commission  Presi¬ 


dent.  said.  The  markets  would 
punish  Europe,  robbing  the 
.poorer  economies  and  leaving 
the  rich  ones  “like  King  Midas 
with  their  hands  full  of  gold 
and  their  industry  moved  to 
their  neighbours'  land”. 

Privately,  European  politi¬ 
cians  say  they  are  not  naive 
about  the  possibility  of  miss¬ 
ing  die  deadline,  but  in  the 
words  of  a  senior  German 
official  in  Brussels:  “Tt  is  far 
too  early  to  talk  about  delay.  If 
we  have  to  do  it.  we  can  wait 
until  1998." 

The  EU  leaders  will  agree 
tomorrow  to  set  a  date  in  April 
1998  for  choosing  the  founder 
EMU  members  made  up  of 
states  which  meet  the  “conver¬ 
gence”  criteria  on  economic 
performance.  The  leaders  are 
also  due  to  agree  to  call  the 
currency  the  Euro,  a  German 
choice  which  has  attracted  no 
enthusiasm. 

While  no  formal  decision  is 
expected,  the  question  of  en¬ 
largement  will  further  damp¬ 
en  the  proceedings.  A  handful 
of  countries,  including  Britain, 
want  to  encourage  the  EU  to 
contemplate  the  disruptive 
and  costly  business  of  adapt¬ 
ing  to  the  entry  of  the  poorer 
Eastern  states  and  Cyprus 
and  Malta. 
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A  logo  proclaiming  the  Spanish  presidency  of  the 
European  Union  is  set  up  in  Madrid  yesterday 


Rifkind  adopts 
hard  line  over 


By  George  Brock,  European  editor 


A  STRONG  warning  that 
-  Britain  is  not  likely  to  accept 
the  “sacrifice”  of  control  over 
the  British  economy  involved 
in  joining- a  single  currency 
was  -issued  by  Malcolm 
Rifkind,  the  Foreign  Secro¬ 
tary,  on  the  eve  of  the  Euro¬ 
pean  Union  summit  in 
Madrid. 

Explaining  the  Govenv- 
meni’s  stance  in  the  most 
sceptical  tone  be  has  yet  used 
about  the  angle  currency.  Mr 
Rifkind  hardened  his  tone  in 
an  attempt  to  put  what  Con¬ 
servatives  call  “dear  blue 
water”  between  the  Govern¬ 
ment  and  Labour.  He  contra¬ 
dicted  Kenneth  Clarke,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
over  the  political  conse¬ 
quences  of  a  single  currency 
and  hinted  that,  although  the 
Government  will  not  decide 
yet  the  odds  are  stacked 
against  Britain  joining  a  mon¬ 
etary  union.  In  a  speech 
earlier  tins  year,  Mr  Clarke 
argued  that  membership  of  a 
monetary  union  did  not 
threaten  the  nation  state. 

In  an  interview  with  The 
Times,  Mr  Rifkind  insisted 
that  the  Government’s  mind 
was  not  made  up  on  a  single 
currency,  but  the  criteria  he 
outlined  for  settling  Che  issue 
suggest  he  would  not  recom¬ 
mend  British  membership  if  a 
referendum  on  monetary 
union  were  held  under  '  a 
Conservative  government. 
The  Cabinet  recently  dis¬ 
cussed  a  referendum  and  only 
Mr  Clarke.  Michael  Hesel- 
tme  and  Michael  Portillo 
opposed  such  a  commitment 
in  the  party's  manifesto. 

Mr  Rifiond  defended  a 
speech  he  made  in  London 
this  autumn  which  angered 
some  Tory  Europhiles  and 
Foreign  Office  diplomats  by 
insisting  that  Britain  should 
not  surrender  its  national 


Strikers  hint  at 


peace  as  Metro 
opens  briefly 
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HOPES  that  the  French  trans¬ 
port  strike  may  be  coming  to 
an  end  rose  yesterday  when 
parts  of  the  Paris  Metro 
system  briefly  reopened  and  a 
key  union  leader  called  for 
negotiations  including  a  pos¬ 
sible  return  to  work. 

French  stocks  climbed  dra¬ 
matically  and  the  franc  gained 
more  than  two  centimes 
against  the  German  mark,  as 
markets  reacted  to  indications 
that  after  three  gruelling 
weeks,  a  halt  to  the  strike  may 
be  in  sight 

The  reopening  of  the  Metro 
was  shortlived  and  largely 
symbolic.  A  single  line  ran  for 
less  than  two  hours,  with  eight 
trains  instead  of  the  usual  63. 
before  the  network  once  more 
halted. 

Union  leaders  repeated  calls 
for  further  demonstrations  to¬ 
morrow.  but  one  strike  leader 
raised  for  the  first  time  the 
possibility  of  discussing  a 
return  to  work  with  Alain 
Juppe,  the  Prime  Minister. 

Marc  Blonde],  head  of  the 
Force  Ouvrfere  union,  called 
for  a  “social  summit"  set  for 
December  21  to  be  brought 
forward  and  its  scope  expand¬ 
ed  to  include  negotiations  over 
disputed  welfare  reforms  and 
a  cut  in  working  hours  as  well 
as  terms  for  returning  to  work. 

Train  drivers  in  six  French 
towns  and  cities,  including 
Strasbourg,  voted  to  return  to 
work  yesterday,  although  the 
majority  of  union  branches 
vowed  to  continue  the  strike 
Many  postal  employees,  civil 
service  workers  and  teachers 
are  also  trickling  back. 

During  the  week.  M  Juppe 
backed  down  over  a  plan  to 
restructure  the  state-owned 
rail  network  and  reform  tivil 
service  pension  benefits,  the 
two  grievances  that  triggered 
the  strike  on  November  24. 
However.  M  Juppe's  radical 
overhaul  of  the  welfare  sys¬ 
tem,  designed  to  cut  France’s 


defiat  in  time  for  European 
monetary  union,  remains  a 
crucial  sticking  point 
Force  OuvriCre  said  tomor¬ 
row's  demonstrations  were  de¬ 
signed  to  “push  the  Govern¬ 
ment  to  suspend  its  plan”  for 
social  security  reform.  “The 
Government  and  Prime  Min¬ 
ister  have  another  card  to 
play:  by  accepting  negotia¬ 
tions  at  once,  all  night  if 
necessary,"  M  Blonde!  said, 
after  sending  a  letter  to  M 
Jupp6  laying  out  a  broad 
agenda  for  talks.  In  it,  he 


Viannefc  backed  call 
for  earlier  summit 


noted:  “We  feel  it  is  necessary, 
if  we  want  to  show  a  desire  tor 
conciliation  at  this  meeting,  to 
set  the  traditional  conditions 
for  a  return  to  work  after  a 
long  conflict”  That  has  been 
interpreted  as  a  demand  for 
striking  workers  to  be  com¬ 
pensated  for  lost  pay. 

The  communist-led  CGT 
union  also  demanded  that  M 
Jupp6  bring  the  meeting  for¬ 
ward  and  discuss  a  wider 
range  of  issues.  “In  order  to  be 
effective,  talks  must  focus  on 
subjects  at  the  heart  of  the 
conflict,"  Louis  Viannet,  the 
head  of  the  union,  said. 
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interests  in  pursuit  of  influ¬ 
ence  in  Europe.  Asked  wheth¬ 
er  this  applied  to  the 
dominant  European  issue  of 
the  single  currency,  Mr 
Rifkind  said:  “Everyone  ac¬ 
cepts  that  monetary  union 
means  that  national  parlia¬ 
ments  and  national  govern¬ 
ments  would  no  longer  -be 
able  to  have  control  over,  or 
even  have  a  dominant  influ¬ 
ence  on.  a  whole  range  of 
monetary  decisions  and  eco¬ 
nomic  decisions  as  a  conse¬ 
quence.  Well,  that’s  a  sacrifice 
of  national  control 

“It’s  then  common  sense  to 
say  that  you  should  only  do  . 
that  if  you  are  satisfied  drat  % 
that  there  are  benefits  to  jour 
country  of  a  kind  and  of  a 
degree  winch  make  that  sacri¬ 
fice  justified. 

“How  do  you  measure  in¬ 
fluence?  You  measure  it  by 
whether  it  adds  to  or  detracts 
[from]  our  national  security, 
whether  it  adds  to  or  detracts 
{from]  our  national  prosperi¬ 
ty.  whether  it  adds  to  or 
detracts  [fhrnij  our  national 
quality  of  life.” 

The  Foreign  Secretary  arri¬ 
ved  in  Madrid  last  night  His 
remarks  are  bound  to  annoy 
Helmut  Kohl,  the  German 
Chancellor,  and  President 
Chirac  of  France,  who  are 
keen  to  use  today’s  meeting  to 
show  that  plans  for  a  single 
currency  are  not  in  doubt 

France  and  Germany  may 
struggle  to  put  a  united  EU  on 
display.  John  Major  plans  to 
warn  his  partners  that  they 
are  “sleepwalking”  towards  a 
single  currency  without  hav¬ 
ing  considered  the  implica¬ 
tions.  Mr  Rifkind  said  he 
expected  Britain's  partners  to 
agree  to  a  suggestion  from 
Britain  and  Italy  feat  EU 
leaders  should  commission  a 
deeper  study  into  fee  conse¬ 
quences  of  a  single  currency. 
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Clinton  says  US  will  not  cut  and  run  as  long  as  Nato  mission  has  a  purpose 


Bosnia  war  comes 
to  formal  end  in 
Elysee  splendour 


5JS  of  Bosnia, 

Serbia  and  Croatia  signed  the 
Bosnian  peace  treaty  in  Paris 
yesterday,  formally  bringing 
Europe’s  bloodiest '  conhil 
stnce  the  Second  World  War  to 
an  end. 

John  Major.  President 
Chirac  0f  France,  Viktor 
Chernomyrdin,  the  Russian 
Prune  Minister,  and  Helmut 
K°™. 1 ^I7nan  Chancellor, 
added  their  names  to  the 
document,  officially  to  be 
known  as  the  Bosnia-Herago- 
vma  Peace  Accord,  as  co¬ 
sponsors  of  a  Nato-led  peace 
force  of  about  60,000  soldiers 
prepared  to  deploy  in  Bosnia 
next  week. 

M  Chirac,  the  host  for  the 
ceremony  at  the  Elyste  Palace, 
said  that  the  memory  of 
200,000  people  killed  in  43 
months  of  fighting  could  not 
be  erased,  but  added:  “We 
must  make  ourselves  worthy 
of  their  memory,  worthy  of 
their  suffering.” 

The  agreement  brokered  in 
Dayton.  Ohio,  preserves  a 
united  Bosnia  in  name  while 
dividing  the  region  almost 
equally  between  the  Serbs  and 
a  Croat-Muslim  alliance  and 
granting  recognition  to  the 
“ethnically  pure”  mini-state  of 
the  Bosnian  Serbs. 

The  signing  took  place  be¬ 
fore  mutual  recognition  pacts 
between  the  three  leaders  of 
the  former  Yuguslav  republics 
could  be  arranged.  The  three 
principal  signatories.  Presi¬ 
dent  Milosevic  of  Serbia,  Pres¬ 
ident  Tudjman  of  Croatia  and 
President  Izetbegovic  of  Bos¬ 
nia  shook  hands  after  the 
ceremony.  “1  feel  like  a  man 
swallowing  a  bitter  but  useful 
medicine,  but  1  can  assure  you 
we  are  signing  this  peace 
treaty  with  sincerity."  Presi¬ 
dent  Izetbegovic  said. 

President  Milosevic  said 
that  the  treaty  “does  not  solve 
ail  the  problems  between 
people  who  have  been -at- war 
for  years,  but  i  am  convinced  a 
common  language  can  be 
found”. 

President  Clinton,  who  met 
the  three  leaders  of  former 


Prom  Ben  Macintvre  in  Paris 


Yugoslavia  before  the  signing, 
said  yesterday  that,  although 
American  casualties  were  in¬ 
evitable  in  Bosnia,  the  United 
States  would  not  “cut  and  run” 
as  long  as  the  Nato  mission 
had  a  purpose. 

However,  the  most  grudg¬ 
ing  congressional  approval  of 
US  deployment  in  Bosnia 
yesterday  gave  the  President 
the  flimsiest  political  support 
for  his  Balkan  peace  mission 
and  left  him  deeply  exposed 
during  an  election  year. 

The  war  formally  came  to 
an  end  amid  all  the  pomp  and 
solemnity  France  could  mus¬ 
ter.  Paris  is  800  miles  from 
Sarajevo  and  the  ornate  mar¬ 
bled  halls  of  the  Elysee  could 
hardly  be  further  removed 
from  the  wreckage  of  Bosnia, 
a  magnificent  setting  in  which 
to  declare,  with  cautious  opti¬ 
mism.  an  end  to  one  of  the 

Cynicism  and 
dread  greet 
Paris  signing 

THE  news  from  Paris  pro¬ 
duced  no  sign  of  jubilation  in 
the  snow-blanketed  wilds  of 
central  Bosnia,  where  the 
graveyards  seem  fuller  than 
the  village  streets  and  the 
only  metropolis  is  of  gutted 
houses  (Anthony  Loyd  and 
Stacy  Sullivan  write). 

“So  duty  say  its  finished  do 
they?"  said  Asim.  a  Bosnian 
soldier.  “I  cannot  believe 
such  naivety.  This’  is  nothing 
more  than  a  respite.” 

After  three  and  half  years 
of  war  in  which  one  in  twenty 
Bosnians  died,  it  is  perhaps 
not  surprising  that  there  were 
no  street  parties,  but  even  so 
the  level  of  cynicism  over,  the 
accord  bodes  ill  for  peace. 

In  Sarajevo,  madunegun 
fire  rang  out  in  celebration. 
Onty  a  few  hundred  feet 
away,  in  Serb-held  Grbavica. 
the  shots  were  beard  with 
dread.  Ljfijana  Majdov,  19. 
said:  uOur  nightmare  is  just 
beginning." 


ugliest  chapters  in  modem 
history. 

The  Republican  Guard,  in 
their  red.  white  and  blue 
uniforms,  shivered  beneath 
their  epaulettes  and  then 
snapped  sharply  to  attention 
as  each  political  leader  rolled 
through  the  Elysfie*s  vast  gates 
yesterday  morning. 

Dwarfed  by  some  of  the 
most  magnificem  chandeliers 
in  the  world  and  surrounded 
by  gilt,  brocade  and  the  lead¬ 
ers  of  50  states,  just  before 
midday  the  leaders  of  Bosnia. 
Serbia  and  Croatia  signed  the 
peace  agreement.  The  peace  is 
a  new  and  fragile  thing;  the 
Elysee.  built  by  Armand- 
Claude  Mollet  between  1718 
and  1720.  is  old  and  solid  but. 
as  President  Tudjman  said 
yesterday,  the  emnities  that 
have  convulsed  Bosnia  are 
aider  still. 

The  leaders  of  the  former 
Yugoslav  republics  appeared 
momentarily  awed  by  the 
solemn  weight  of  protocol  and 
international  power  arrayed 
at  the  Elys£e.  Presented  with 
the  accord  documents.  Presi¬ 
dent  Milosevic  seemed  uncer¬ 
tain  where  to  sign  and  began 
flicking  through  the  agree¬ 
ment  as  if  he  might  have  to 
read  it  all  again  to  make  quite 
sure  that  nobody  was  hood¬ 
winking  him. 

President  Tudjman  peeked 
sideways  to  see  if  he  could  get 
a  due  from  his  Serbian  coun¬ 
terpart  on  where  to  find  the 
dotted  line.  French  officials 
rushed  forward  to  find  the 
right  page  and  President 
Izetbegovic  sat  bad;,  pleased 
with  himself:  he  might  as  he 
would  later  put  it  be  signing 
“without  any  enthusiasm”, 
but  at  least  he  had  found  the 
right  page  before  the  others. 

Parisians  were  less  satisfied. 
They  found  fresh  cause  to 
grumble  when  the  Esplanade 
des  Invaiides  was  turned  into 
a  helicopter  pad  for  the  visit¬ 
ing  dignitaries,  shutting  sur¬ 
rounding  streets  and  com¬ 
pounding  the  horrendous 
traffic  jams  caused  by  the 
public  transport  strike. 


World  leaders  meet  yesterday  in  the  chandeliered  glory  of  the  Salle  des  Fetes  in  the  Elysee  Palace  to  witness  the  signing  of  the  Bosnian  peace 
accord.  President  Chirac  reminded  those  present  that  the  memory  of  200,000  people  killed  in  43  months  of  fighting  could  not  be  erased 

Nato  firepower  ‘will  ensure  peace’ 


By  Michael  Evans,  defence  correspondent 


Jackson:  peace  must 
prevail  at  local  level 


BRITAIN'S  toughest-looking  general 
had  a  word  of  warning  yesterday  for  the 
“former”  warring  factions  in  the  Bal¬ 
kans.  as  be  prepared  for  his  new  job  as 
commander  of  the  British  troops  as¬ 
signed  to  the  12-month  Nato-led  peace 
implementation  operation. 

Major-General  Mike  Jackson,  the 
Russian-speaking  commander  of  3rd  UK 
Division,  said  he  would  not  shrink  from 
using  the  formidable  firepower  he  is 
taking  to  Bosnia-H erzegovina  to  enforce 
the  peace  agreement  signed  in  Paris.  The 
weapons  at  his  disposal  indude  the 
British  Army’s  new  I55mra  AS 90  artillery 
piece.  Challenger  tanks  and  anti-tank 
attack  helicopters. 

However,  General  Jackson  said:  “l  am 
not  looking  to  fight  a  pitched  battle  with 
anybody  and  1  hope  it  will  not  become 
necessary.”  The  Nato-led  implementa¬ 
tion  force  of  60.000  troops  from  32 
countries  will  have  little  in  common  with 
the  United  Nations  force  it  is  replacing, 
except  that  both  are  expected  to  operate 
with  the  consent  of  the  three  factions. 

Speaking  at  the  headquarters  of  3rd 
Division  at  Bulford  camp  in  Wiltshire, 
General  Jackson.  51.  said  he  hoped  that 


the  desire  for  peace  shown  by  the  three 
leaders  from  Serbia.  Croatia  and  Bosnia 
would  be  evident  all  the  way  down  to  the 
local  level.  He  made  it  uncompromising¬ 
ly  dear  that  the  rules  of  engagement  he 
had  been  given  would  empower  him  to 
enforce  any  part  of  the  treaty  that  local 
militia  refused  to  implement  voluntarily. 
General  Jackson,  who  commanded  the 


C I  am  not  looking  to  fight  a 
pitched  battle  with  anybody 
and  I  hope  that  it  will  not 
become  necessary  9 


1st  Battalion  Parachute  Regiment  from 
1984  to  1986.  said:  “We  are  there  to 
implement  the  peace  agreement  which 
has  been  entered  into  voluntarily.  I  very 
much  hope  that  consensus  gets  right 
down  to  the  local  level.  If  on  as  occasion 
a  group  at  the  local  level  do  not  wish  to 
abide  by  the  agreements,  then  the 
implementation  force  wflj  enforce  the 
provisions.  I  hope  it  will  never  come  to 


that  but  if  it  does  there  will  be  no 
shrinking  from  it” 

Britain  is  supplying  13,000  troops  for 
the  Nato-led  peace  mission,  most  of 
whom  will  come  under  General  Jack¬ 
son's  direct  command.  He  will  lead  a 
multinational  division  that  could  eventu¬ 
ally  consist  of  three  armoured  brigades: 
one  British  with  a  Dutch  battle  group 
attached,  one  Canadian  with  Czech, 
Polish  and  Pakistani  battalions,  and 
possibly  a  Pakistani  brigade. 

Genml  Jackson  hoped  to  have  the 
tanks  and  artillery  “in  theatre"  by 
Christmas  and  emphasised  that  he 
would  expect  to  have  total  freedom  of 
movement  in  every  part  of  his  area  of 
responsibility. 

The  only  limitation  imposed  on  Gener¬ 
al  Jackson  is  that  during  the  first  30  days 
his  force  will  be  unable  to  intervene  if  any 
of  tiie  factions  “torch”  and  loot  houses  in 
towns  and  villages  that  they  are  obliged 
to  hand  over  under  the  Dayton  accord. 

The  main  body  of  General  Jackson's 
divisional  headquarters,  which  will  be 
based  at  Gomji  Yakut  flew  out  from 
Stansted  airport  yesterday  on  a  fleet  of 
Ukrainian  Ilyushin  aircraft. 
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Your  will 

could  help  the  fight 
against  diabetes 


By  making  rhe  British  Diabetic 
Association  a  beneficiary  in  your  will, 
you'll  be  helping  to  continue  the  fight 
against  diabetes  -  a  condition  that  affects 
more  than  a  million  people  in  Britain. 

The  British  Diabetic  Association  is  rhe 
leading  British  Charity  for  people  with 
diabetes,  a  registered  charity  founded  by 
HG  Wells  in  1934.  The  BDA  for  60  years 
has  funded  vital  research  into  diabetes  and 
worked  to  improve  life  for  thousands  of  people. 

Money  left  in  wills  provides  one  third  ol  our 
income,  and  is  key  to  our  future  funding.  For 
instance,  diabetes  is  the  largest  cause  of  blindness 
in  the  working  population  in  the  UK  -  but  It  can 
be  preventable  with  early  diagnosis  and  your 
will  can  help  us  do  this. 

If  vou  would  more  information  about  the 
BDA  and  a  free  guide  to  making  a  will  lor  how  to 
amend  an  existing  willl  just  fill  in  the  coupon. 

Occasionally,  our  name  and  initials  may  haw  been 

contused  with  other  similar-sounding  orgomsanons. 

if  you  would  like  to  make  the  Bnnsh  Diabetic 
Association  a  beneficiary  of  your  will,  please  make 
sure  that  vour  will  and  instructions  are  made  out 
t0  the  British  Diabetic  Association.  10  Queen  Anne 

Street, 


gem  GB  THE  VFTAL  WORK 

:  hjmded'by  wrxs  to  the 

BRftTSHDLABFTK  ASSOCIATIONS 

*.  Neatly  £4  million  annual  research 
programme,  to  seek  out  a  cute,  prevention 
•.jmti.  better  rreattneat,  has  put  Britain  in 
forefront  of  diabetes  resesath 

ti'.  TKe  BDA’s  Gardiner  -  over  100,000 
•  enquiries  handled-  annually  providing 
ranch  needed  information  to  existing 
.and  newly  diagnosed  people  with 
diabetes  '' 

.  • Constant  campaigning  on  behalf  of 
. '  people  wirij  dtabetcs  -  for  example  arguing 
.  .  for  the  right  -of  people  with  diabetics  to 
choose  the- kind- of  insulin  that  best  suits 

dw a*'./- . 

fafornsatire  tnagsriae'Balarcc'  produced 
'-■hw  'mmibcr?  sax  times  a  year 

.  Highly  successful  awareness,  csapai&i  of 
ty&pton®  a#  diabetes  has  ensured  that 


'•  ,\58'$Q8  members'  imercsts.safeguardwi 
.  and  45fV*to«ig  local '  branch '  network 


London  WlM  OBD. 

BRITISH  DIABETIC  ASSOCIATION 

_  Jjrn-  inNDON  WlM  OBD-  TOEPHONE.-  0171- JZ3  1531  EXT  2055  REG.  CHARIH  Nu.215199 
jp  Ql'EEN  ^  wiping  people  with  diabeiw  and  supporting  <Eaha«  research 


— — -  British  Diabetic  Association,  10  Queen  Anne  Street.  London  VUM  OBD. 

N20 


->§ 


D 


Name 

AlJm 


Postcode 


'•  •  ijsS 


J 


BECOME  A 
PIONEER 


Europe  Online  invites  you  to  participate  in  the  creation 
of  the  first  European  Online  Service. 

You  will  receive  20  hours*  free  access  to:  the  Internet,  E-Mail 
and  the  latest  news,  entertainment  and  shopping  services. 

Call  now  on 

0800  1066  10 

or  access  our  web  site  on 

http://www.EuropeOnline.com 


Europe  Online 

■NO  mwUwshlD  chases  until  31.1.96.  otter  subject  to  stasis  and  aval  lability  and  limited  to  the  UK.  Access  s  free  for  20 'hours,  but  telephone 

eftagesto  accffls  the  service  will  apply.  Europe  Online  UK,  Klngsgata  House,  536  Kings  Road.  London  SW10  OTE.  GBR-FCA-95TIM1 
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Communists  on  course  to  emerge  as  biggest  parliamentary  bloc  with  100  seats 


cot 


Late  deciders  hold  E 


key  as  43  parties 

wage  Duma  battle 


From  Thomas  de  Waal  in  Moscow 


UP  TO  a  third  of  Russian 
voters  have  still  not  decided 
how  or  if  they  will  vote  on 
Sunday,  as  the  parliamentary 
election  campaign  is  being 
fought  hard  right  up  until  the 
finishing  line. 

“Half  of  those  who  have  not 
decided  are  putting  off  their 
decision  till  the  last  moment,” 
Aleksandr  Oslcm,  head  of  the 
Public  Opinion  polling  agen¬ 
cy.  said  yesterday. 

With  a  huge  spectrum  of 
parties  on  offer  —  43  national 
parties  and  an  average  of  a 
dozen  local  candidates  stand¬ 
ing  for  every  constituency  — 
the  choice  of  the  late  voters 
could  be  crucial.  Turnout  is 
expected  to  be  70  per  cent, 
significantly  up  from  the  last 
elections  in  1993. 

In  theory,  falling  living 
standards  and  disillusion¬ 
ment  with  the  Government 
should  deliver  the  new  parlia¬ 
ment  into  the  arras  of  the 
Communist-nationalist  oppo¬ 
sition.  The  Communists  are 
virtually  certain  of  being  the 
largest  party  in  the  Duma 
with  more  than  100  seats.  But 
the  extra  turnout  and  the 
treacherous  arithmetic  of  the 
voting  law  could  work  against 
them.  ffollsters  say  a  late  voter 
is  typically  female  and  not 
highly  interested  in  politics 
and  likely  to  cast  a  safe, 
centrist  vote  for  a  party  like  the 
Women  of  Russia. 

Two  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  of  the  450  seals  in  the 
Duma  are  allocated  by  pro¬ 
portional  representation  to  the 
electoral  blocs  that  can  gather 
at  least  5  per  cent  of  the 
national  vote.  The  other  225 
seats  are  being  elected  locally 
in  first-past-the-post  contests. 

A  clutch  of  parties,  such  as 
Yegor  Gaidar's  Russia's  Dem¬ 
ocratic  Choice  and  the  Agrari¬ 
an  Party,  the  collective  farm 
workers*  lobby  group,  are 
hovering  around  the  5  per  cent 
mark.  A  small  swing  could 
decide  whether  they  make  it 
into  parliament  or  not 

In  the  regional  constituen¬ 
cies,  candidates  who  have  the 
support  of  the  local  adminis¬ 


tration  and  local  media  will  do 
well.  That  is  good  news  for  the 
pro-government  party.  Our 
Home  Is  Russia.  The  Govern¬ 
ment  could  also  benefit  from 
some  local  officials  trying  to 
rig  the  constituency  ballots. 
“With  such  a  lot  of  candidates, 
it  will  be  much  easier  to  falsify 
the  results,"  Nikolai  Petrov,  a 
political  analyst,  said.  In  the 
past  week  the  two  wealthiest 


parties  —  Our  Home  Is  Russia 
and  Vladimir  Zhirinovsky's 
extreme  nationalist  Liberal 
Democratic  Party  —  have 
launched  a  television  advertis¬ 
ing  campaign  to  steal  votes 
from  the  Communist  Party. 
Some  other  parties  have  re- 


Candidates 
struck  off 


Bishkek:  Kirghizia’s  Su¬ 
preme  Court  has  struck  the 
names  of  half  the  candi¬ 
dates  in  this  month’s  presi¬ 
dential  elections  from  the 
ballot  for  not  registering 
properly,  election  officials 
said  yesterday.  The  court 
ruled  that  three  of  the  six 
candidates  cannot  run  in 
the  December  24  polls  — 
Kirghizia's  first  post-Soviet 
presidential  election  — 
because  local  election  au¬ 
thorities  failed  to  sign  (he 
candidates’  lists  of 
signatures. 

President  Akayev  re¬ 
mains  on  the  ballot,  but  the 
derision  prevented  one  of 
his  most  serious  opponents. 
Jumgalbek  Amanbayey,  the 
deputy  Prime  Minister, 
from  taking  part  <54/7 


y 


Down-to-earth  \\  C 1 


town’s  space 

hero  is  eclipsed 


portedly  complained  that  all 
the  advertising  space  on  nat¬ 
ional  television,  at  up  to 
£15,000  a  minute,  has  been 
bought  up. 

On  a  five  television  debate 
on  Wednesday  night  Nikita 
Mikhalkov,  the  Oscar-win¬ 
ning  film  director  who  is 
standing  as  a  candidate  for 
Our  Home  Is  Russia,  had  a 
duel  with  Gennadi  Zyuganov, 
the  Communist  Party  leader. 
Mr  Mikhalkov  was  the  more 
eloquent  and  scored  points  off 
Mr  Zyuganov  by  telling  him 
he  was  the  “victim  of  the 
greatest  deception"  —  Soviet 
communism. 

Last  night  it  was  announced 
that  President  Yeltsin,  recover¬ 
ing  from  a  mild  heart  attack, 
will  cast  his  ballot  ax  a 
sanatorium  near  Moscow. 
“The  President  feels  all  right, 
he  has  a  regular  working 
schedule  and  the  epidemic  of 
influenza  has  not  reached 
him,”  a  Kremlin  spokesman 
said.  Mr  Yeltsin  is  scheduled 
to  make  a  televised  appeal  to 
the  nation  today.  His  last 
television  broadcast  was  on 
November  30. 

□  Riga:  President  U Imams  of 
Latvia  has  asked  Andris 
Shkele,  a  businessman,  to 
form  a  new  government  and 
break  the  political  deadlock 
that  has  existed  in  the  Baltic 
State  since  elections  two 
months  ago.  “The  President  in 
Frankfurt  told  journalists  that 
he  will  entrust  the  formation 
of  the  government  to  Shkele," 
a  spokesman  said.  Mr 
Ulmanis  is  on  a  state  visit  to 
Germany. 

Mr  Shkele  is  a  successful 
entrepreneur  but  politically 
unknown.  He  was  Deputy 
Agriculture  Minister  when 
Latvia  regained  its  indepen¬ 
dence  from  the  former  ^oriet 
Union  in  1991  and  is  now 
chairman  of  the  state-owned 
Latvian  Shipping  Company. 
In  a  recent  newspaper  inter¬ 
view  he  backed  more 
favourable  conditions  fin'  in¬ 
vestors,  entry  into  the  Euro¬ 
pean  Union  and  a  stable 
currency.  (Reuter) 


CENTRE 

OUR  HOME  IS  RUSSIA 
Leaders:  Vidor  Chemomynin, 
NBtfta  Mikhalkov 
Programme:  more  of  the  same, 
support  for  government  pofictes 


THE  WOMEN  OF  RUSSIA 
Leaders:  Alevtina  Fedutova, 
Yekaterina  Lakhova 
Programme:  more 
representation  for  women, 
increased  sods)  benefits 


PARTY  OF  WORKERS? 
SELF-GOVERNMENT 
Leader:  Svyatoslav  Fyodorov 
Programme:  employees  to  be 
gfvcn  the  right  to  manage 
their  own  enterprises 


FROM  Richard  Beeston  in  kolomna 


REFORMERS 


IVAN  RYBKWS  BLOC 
Loader.  Wan  RytoWn 
Programme:  support  tor  Ihe 
existing  government,  but  more 
emphasis  on  social  policy 


FORWARD,  RUSSIA] 

Leader.  Boris  Fyodorov 
Programme:  radical  economic 
reform  wttti  asserttve 
nationalist  foreign  pofoy 


YABLOKO 

Loader  Grigori  Yavtinsky 
Programme;  more  econornic 
reform.  fiberaJ  sodal  poficas, 
economic  integratiaft  of  the 
former  Soviet  Union 


RUSSIA'S  DEMOCRATIC 
CHOICE 

Leadens:  Yegor  Gaidar,  Sergei 
Kmatyov 

Programme:  radical  economic 
reform,  demfitarizatiun  of  Russia 


FRINGE 

BEER  LOVERS:  PARTY 
Leaden  Konstantin  Kalachyov 
Programme:  beer  for  ak 


GZHUNA'S  BLOC 
Leader.  Dzhuna  DauKaohvifi 
Programme:  health  tor  afl 
through  faith  heafing 


A  RUSSIAN  DOLL  GUIDE  TO  PARTY  PROSPECTS 


CENTRE 


Communists 
Agrarians 
Power  to  the 
People 


Our  Home  Is  Russia 
Women  of  Russia 
hran  RybMfTs  Hop 
Party  of  Workers! 
Seif  Government 


REFORMERS 


FRINGE 


Yatimko  Congress  of  Russian  u 
Russia's  Communities 

Democratic  Choice  Liberal  Democratic 
Forward  Russia  Party  of  Russia 
Derzhava 


-*Beer  Lovers' 
Party 

Dofhmta's  Bloc 


Russians  fire  on  Chechen  city 


From  Reuter 

INGUDERMES 


RUSSIAN  helicopter  gun- 
ships  fired  rockets  into  die 
centre  of  Gndermes.  Che¬ 
chen]  a's  second  largest  city 
yesterday,  the  first  day  of 
voting  In  national  and  local 
elections  in  the  region. 

A  statement  by  the  Russian 
military  command,  pub¬ 
lished  by  the  Interfax  news 
agency,  said  up  to  600  sepa¬ 
ratist  rebels  had  earlier  en¬ 
tered  the  city,  20  miles  east  of 


Grozny,  the  Chechen  capital, 
seized  several  holdings  and 
opened  fire  on  Moscow 
troops.  Tass  said  that  12 
Russian  soldiers  had  been 
killed  in  Gudermes  and 
another  30  were  missing-  The 
news  agency  reported  that 
there  were  about  80  rebel 
fighters  in  the  city. 

Thousands  of  people  have 
been  killed  in  ChechenJa 
since  last  December  when 
Moscow  sent  troops  there  to 
quell  a  struggle  for  indepen¬ 
dence.  Widespread  fighting 


ended  with  a  shaky  ceasefire 
in  June  but  peace  talks  have 
stalled  and  sporadic  dashes 
continue. 

Moscow  has  said  die  polls 
are  the  only  alternative  to 
renewed  bloodshed,  while 
some  rebels  have  vowed  to 
disrupt  the  poll,  which  they 
say  is  fltegaL  In  Grozny, 
heavy  exchanges  of  shooting 
were  heard  on  Wednesday 
night  and  yesterday  morning, 
with  few  voters  appearing 
despite  tough  security  mea¬ 
sures  by  the  Russians. 


MORE  than  30  years  after 
Herman  Titov  made  history 
by  becoming  the  second  cos¬ 
monaut  to  travel  in  space,  the 
former  air  force  pilot  is  discov¬ 
ering  that  challenges  can  be 
just  as  taxing  on  Earth. 

With  two  days  of  campaign¬ 
ing  left  before  the  polls  open  in 
Russia’s  parliamentary  ejec¬ 
tions.  Mr  Titov,  60.  is  fighting 
a  rearguard  action  to  hold  on 
to  his  seat  in  this  .hotly 
contested  town  65  miles  south 
of  Moscow.  Under  Russia’s 
electoral  system,  half  the  seats 
for  the  Duma,  the  lower  house 
of  parliament  are  contested 
by  parties  in  the  national 
ballot  but  the  other  half  are 
decided  in  constituency 
elections. 

The.  Kolomna  constituency 
has  a  particularly  chequered 
past.  The  first  elected  deputy 
was  a  local  businessman  at¬ 
tached  to  the  far  Right  who 
was  murdered  earlier  this 
year  when  his  links  with 
organised  crime  turned  sour. 

Mr  Titov  won  the  subse¬ 
quent  by-election  for  the  Com¬ 
munists.  but  is  smuggling  to 
hold  cm  to  his  majority  in  the 
face  of  competition  from  16 
other  candidates,  all  with  solid 
local  affiliations. 

“After  an  uneasy  start  with 
democracy,  the  electorate  is 
becoming  more  mature.'’  a 
local  electoral  official  said. 
“You  cannot  just  show  up  here 
and  hope  to  win  by  playing  cm 
your  name  or  making  half¬ 
hearted  promises.  You  need  to 
convince  people  that  you  will 
do  something  for  them  in 
return  for  their  vote." 

Mr  Titov  certainly  did  not 
benefit  from  the  recent  publi¬ 
cation  of  a  diary  fay  Nikolai 
Kamanin,  a  fellow  space  veter¬ 
an.  which  chipped  away  at  the 
hero  status  of  the  Soviet 
Union’s  pioneering  cosmo¬ 
nauts.  While  Yuri  Gagarin, 
the  first  spare  traveller,  comes 
out  as  a  drunken  womaniser, 
Mr  Titov  was  described  as  so 
unstable  that  he  had  three  car 
crashes  in  six  month?.  “Titov 
gives  many  promises,  but 
often  does  not  carry  them  out,” 
Mr  Kamanin  wrote. 

Although  Mr  Titov's  cam¬ 
paign  team  insist  that  he  has 


displayed  "the  right  stuff"  as  a 
deputy  since  his  election  in 
May,  his  short  term  in  office 
has  been  largely  unremark¬ 
able  apart  from  two  new 
trams  and  the  payment  of 
some  government  debts  to 
local  enterprises. 

“Two  months  ago  I  would 
have  said  the  Communists 
had  the  election  sewn  up  in 
Kolomna,"  said  Galina  Step- 
anian.  the  deputy  editor  of  the 
local  evening  paper.  “Titov  in 
particular  is  the  embodiment 
of  what  people  miss  about  the 
Soviet  Union  in  its  heyday, 
when  it  led  America  in  the 
superpower  space  race.  But  in 
the  past  few  weeks  there  has 
been  growing  opposition  to 
their  return,"  she  said. 

On  the  street,  impoverished 
pensioners  and  disgruntled 
workers  said  they  would  back 
the  Communists  on  Sunday. 
Others,  however,  were  ada¬ 
mant  that  they  would  be 
supporting  rival  centrist  re¬ 
formist  and  nationalist  candi¬ 
dates  in  an  effort  to*  prevent 
the  Communists  from  return¬ 
ing  to  power. 

One  unemployed  man  said 
that  he  would  be  voting  for  a 


Gagarin:  described  as 
drunken  womaniser 


local  independent  candidate 
who  he  claimed  was  buying 
votes.  One  teenage  voter 
admitted  that  she  had  never 
heard  of  Mr  Titov,  either  as 
her  deputy  or  as  a  former 
cosmonaut,  and  that  she 
planned  to  vote  for  a  rival 
candidate. 


Sacked  car 
executive 
kills  himself 


Onassis  string  of  pearls  for 
sale  in  ‘Camelof  auction 


From  AFP 

IN  ROTTACH-EGERN 


From  Quentin  Letts  in  new  york 


★ 


THE  former  finance  director 
of  Daimler-Benz.  Gerhard 
Liener,  was  found  dead  at  his 
home  in  Bad  Wiessee.  on  the 
Tegemsee  lake  in  Bavaria, 
after  apparently  committing 
suicide,  police  said, 

Herr  Liener.  63,  who  was 
found  by  his  wife  early  yester¬ 
day,  left  a  hand-written  letter. 
Fbrmer  colleagues  said  that  he 
had  been  suffering  from 
depression. 

He  had  worked  for  the 
company  for  28  years  and  was 
chief  finance  director  under 
the  chairmanship  of  Edzard 
Reuter,  who  retired  in  May. 

Jurgen  Schrempp  took  over 
as  chairman  and  Herr  Liener 
was  forced  to  resign  the  same 
month,  reportedly  for  criticis¬ 
ing  Hen-  Reuter's  decision  to 
take  the  company  into  the 
aeronautical  and  electronics 
industries. 

Herr  Schrempp  paid  tribute 
to  his  former  colleague  yester¬ 
day.  "In  Gerhard  Liener  l  lose 
a  good  friend,  who  derisively 
marked  my  professional 
career  with  Daimler-Benz.  My 
family  and  I  are  in  deep 
mourning."  he  said. 

In  August.  Manager  maga¬ 
zine  reported  that  Herr  Liener 
had  been  paid  £1.8  million  for  | 
the  termination  of  his  contract,  , 
which  was  supposed  to  run  I 
until  1997. 


JEWELLERY,  furniture  and 
other  effects  owned  by  the  late 
Jacqueline  Kennedy  Onassis 
will  be  auctioned  in  April  by 
Sotheby's  in  New  York.  The 
lots  include  the  former  First 
Lady'S  "signature”  string  of 
pearls  and  the  mahogany  desk 
at  which  President  Kennedy 
signed  the  Nuclear  Test  Ban 
Treaty  in  1963. 

The  auction  includes  most 
of  the  contents  of  die  Manhat¬ 
tan  apartment  in  which  Mrs 
Onassis  lived  from  1964  until 
her  death  last  year.  Her 
children.  John  and  Caroline, 
have  donated  certain  items  to 
the  John  F.  Kennedy  Library 
Foundation,  but  the  former 
First  Lady  provided  that  the 
parts  of  her  estate  not  wanted 
by  her  children  should  be  sold 
at  auction. 

Possessions  from  the  Ken- 
nedys'  “Camelot”  years  at  the 
White  House  include  presi¬ 
dential  golf  dubs,  a  child’s 
writing  armchair  and  two 
rocking  chairs.  Kennedy 
found  mat  racking  chairs  suit¬ 
ed  his  bad  back.  A  Rauschen¬ 
berg  portrait  of  the  couple 
during  the  1960  presidential 
campaign  and  a  pair  of  obe¬ 
lisks  that  sat  in  the  Red  Room 
of  the  Kennedy  White  House 
will  also  be  auctioned.  Esti¬ 
mates  for  individual  items 
were  not  available. 

The  sale  will  also  include 


about  3.000  books,  which  will 
be  sold  in  lots  of 300,  including 
works  inscribed  by  the  poet 
Robert  Lowell.,  some  books 
with  the  President’s  seal  or 
notes,  and  a  school  textbook.  A 
Complete  Treatise  on  the 
Conjugation  of  French  Verbs , 
which  dates  back  to  Mrs 
Onassis’s  childhood.  Inside 
the  front  cover  is  the  youthful 
scrawl  "Jacqueline  Bouvier”. 

The  desk  on  which  the 
President  signed  the  treaty  is  a 
Louis  XVI  ormolu-mounted 
mahogany  plat  and  carton  - 
nier,  signed  by  Levasseur.  It 
was  not  intended  to  be  used 


for  the  historic  occasion. 
Sotheby's  said,  but  was  need¬ 
ed  because  a  small  desk  was 
required  to  accommodate  the 
crowd  for  the  signing. 

From  her  Onassis  years 
there  will  be  the  40.42  carat 
diamond  ring  she  was  given 
by  her  second  husband,  Aris¬ 
totle  Onassis.  A  ruby  mid 
diamond  necklace  by  Van 
Cleef  &  Arpels  will  also  be 
auctioned. 

Diana  Brooke,  chief  execu¬ 
tive  of  Sotheby’s,  said:  “The 
objects  we  are  selling  reveal  a 
portrait  of  one  of  the  most 
extraordinary  women  of  die 
twentieth  century.  They  reflect 
her  personal  and  private 
choices,  conveying  the  ele¬ 
gance,  taste  and  restraint  for 
which  she  was  renowned." 

Jackie  O,  as  she  became 
known,  retains  a  powerful 
hold  over  the  American  imagi¬ 
nation  and  the  auction  is  sure 
to  attract  $>ood  crowds.  Tickets 
to  a  public  exhibition  of  the 
lots  will  be  distributed  after  a 
random  computer  draw  of 
people  who  have  bought  the 
auction  catalogue.  Given  the 


Jacqueline  Onassis:  effects 
likely  to  fetch  $5  million 


$45  or.  £29,  hardback  $90), 
Sotheby's,  should  make  money 
even  before  the  auctioneer's 
hammer  drops  on  the  first 
successful  bid.  The  four-day 
sale  is  expected  to  bring  about 
$5  million. 


Snow  traps  drivers  on 
Italian  motorway 


From  Reuter  in  rome 


CERRUTI  1881 


ABOUT  1,000  motorists  were 
stranded  on  a  snowbound 
highway  in  central  Italy 
yesterday  after  spending  the 
night  in  their  cars,  police  said. 

Tailbacks  stretched  up  to  12 
miles  on  die  main  Bologna,  to 
Florence  motorway  and  driv¬ 
ers  who  were  heading  south¬ 
wards  were  stuck  for  up  to  20 
hours. 

One  motorist  Pasquale 
Fontana,  was  stranded  in  a 
tunnel  for  nearly  14  hours.  He 
called  for  help  on  his  mobile 
telephone  and  firemen  la¬ 
boured  for  hours  to  dig 


driver,  who  had  been  on  the 
road  for  12  hours,  told  state 
television:  “We  are  keeping 
ourselves  warm  by  keeping 
the  car  motor  on." 

Rescuers  moved  some  of  the 
lorries  clogging  the  route, 
allowing  officials  and  volun¬ 
teers  to  gel  through  15in  of 
snow  in  some  places  with  hot 
food,  blankets  and  drinks. 
Some  drivers  were  taken  to 
safety  while  others  preferred 
to  remain  in  their  cars. 

Snow  continued  to  fall  in 
central  Italy,  cutting  off  small 
villages  and  blocking  many 
roads  and  causing  power  cuts. 


MENSWEAJR  COLLECTION 


SALE 


STARTS 

SATURDAY  16  DECEMBER 


76  New  Bond  Street,  London  W1 
Tel:  0171  493  2278 
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Guards  at  Peking 

court  believed 

Wei  to  be  innocent 

WFI  nwrcL,  F*°M  JoNATHAN  Mirsky  in  HONG  kong 

WE1  JINGSHENG,  the  lead- 
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dissident  "sen¬ 
tenced  thts  week  to  14  years  in 

of  the  guards  and  court 
officials  at  his  trial. 

TTus  was  disclosed  yester¬ 
day  **  «>“«  staff  outraged  at 
Wei-s  conviction  for  subver¬ 
sion-  They  noted  that  his 
•sentence  was  longer  than  any 
given  to  the  leaders  of  the 
Tiananmen  Square  pro-de¬ 
mocracy  protests. 

Speaking  on  condition  of 
anonymity,  they  described  the 
tnal  m  a  snail  courtroom 
before  three  judges,  bailiffs 
and  court  staff.  Wei's  brother 
and  one  of  his  sisters,  together 
with  selected  spectators. 

The  sources  said  that  Wei. 
who  is  suffering  from  hyper¬ 
tension,  remained  seated 
throughout  the  five-hour  trial 
but  appeared  calm  and  re¬ 
laxed.  The  sources  said  the 
three  main  charges  against 
him  were:  raising  money  in 
Hong  Kong  and  China 
through  investing  in  a  savings 
co-operative  and  art  exhibi¬ 
tions;  divulging  state  secrets  to 
John  Shattuck,  the  US  Assis¬ 
tant  Secretary  of  State,  when 
they  met  in  1993  (Mr  Shartuck 
was  in  Peking  and  Wei  was 
briefly  at  liberty  after  almost 
15  years  in  prison);  and  writ¬ 
ing  articles  and  letters,  partic¬ 
ularly  for  foreign  readers. 

Wei  denied  the  charges  with 
little  emotion,  the  sources  sa  id 
He  testified  that  he  had  raised 
money  for  the  families  of 
victims  of  the  Tiananmen 
crackdown,  and  political  pris¬ 
oners.  and  to  support  himself. 
He  said  his  conversation  with 


Baboon 
cells  for 
Aids  man 

By  Nigel  Hawkes 
SCIENCE  EDITOR 

IN  AN  attempt  to  save  his 
life,  an  Aids  activist  was 
doe  to  be  given  a  trans¬ 
plant  of  baboon  bone  mar¬ 
row  in  a  San  Francisco 
hospital  last  night 
Jeff  Getty,  38,  has  tried 
virtually  every  experimen¬ 
tal  therapy  on  offer  and 
has  campaigned  to  be 
allowed  to  have  the  ba¬ 
boon  transplant,  even 
though  some  doctors  be¬ 
lieve  it  will  shorten  his  life 
rather  than  extend  it 
There  is  also  a  risk  that 
he  will  catch  other  dis¬ 
eases  from  the  baboon, 
which  he  could  then  pass 
on  to  nurses  and  doctors. 
Despite  these  risks,  die 
therapy  has  been  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  US  Food 
and  Drug  Administration, 
an  index  of  the  despera¬ 
tion  felt  in  America  about 
the  lack  of  progress  in 
treating  Aids. 

“We  cannot  let  fears  of 
theoretical  risks  stop  re¬ 
search,''  Mr  Getty  said  In 
a  statement 
The  rationale  for  the 
treatment  is  that  baboons 
are  resistant  ,  to  HJV1,  the 
virus  responsible  for  Aids. 
By  replacing  some  of  Mr 
Getty’s  stem  oefls  —  the 
bone  marrow  cells  that 
manufacture  the  blood 
and  immune  system  cells 
—  with  baboon  stem  cells, 
doctors  hope  to  transplant 
the  ability  to  fight  the 
disease. 


Wei  staff  outraged 
by  his  conviction 

Mr  Shattuck  had  ranged  over 
questions  of  human  rights  and 
democracy. 

He  admitted  publishing  his 
views  abroad,  hut  said  he  had 
also  made  them  clear  in  letters 
to  Deng  Xiaoping  and  Presi-  . 
dent  Jiang  Zemin  from  his 
prison  cell. 

The  sources  say  that  many 
court  workers  and  some  of 
Wei’s  guards  regard  him  as 
guilty  of  nothing  and  admire 
him.  They  see  the  trial  as  an 
indication  that  China's  legal 
system  is  flawed.  The  sources 
add  that  foreign  pressure  over 
die  case  has  alarmed  Peking, 
which  knows  it  cannot  allow 
Wei  to  die  in  jail. 

The  trial  —  while  it  was  held 
in  secret  —  was  “open" 
because  the  date  and  place 
were  announced  in  advance, 
Wei’s  family  was  notified,  and 
the  result  was  immediately 
announced  on  the  state  radio. 

A  Peking  spokesman  yester¬ 
day  rejected  “in  the  strongest 

Arafat  sets 
date  for 
election 

From  Christopher  Walker 

EN  JERUSALEM 

NOMINATIONS  for  the  first 
Palestinian  elections  opened 
yesterday  after  the  issuing  of  a 
decree  by  Yassir  Arafat  leader 
of  the  Palestine  Liberation 
Organisation,  that  polling 
take  place  on  January  20  for 
more  than  one  million  voters 
in  the  West  Bank.  Gaza  Strip 
and  annexed  east  Jerusalem. 

Ian  Blackley,  spokesman  for 
.the  300  European  Union  ob¬ 
servers,  said  that  because  of 
the  “political  sensitivities"  sur¬ 
rounding  Jerusalem,  Arabs 
living  there  will  vote  in  post 
offices  and  have  their  papers 
counted  outside  the  city. 

The  voters  will  be  asked  to 
select  83  members  of  a  legisla¬ 
tive  council  and  the  new 
President  of  the  Palestinian 
national  authority,  widely  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  Mr  Arafat  Israeli 
opponents  of  the  peace  process 
are  concerned  that  the  poll  will 
provide  unstoppable  momen¬ 
tum  to  the  Palestinian  demand 
for  an  independent  state. 

Pressure  is  growing  on  op¬ 
ponents  of  Mr  Arafat  and  his 
dominant  Palestinian  friction, 
Fateh,  to  put  up  candidates 
after  declarations  by  the  Is¬ 
lamic  Resistance  Movement; 
Hamas,  and  others  opposed  to 
the  Oslo  peace  deal  that  they 
would  stage  a  boycott 
□  Settlers  attacked:  Two  Jew¬ 
ish  settlers  were  stabbed  and 
slightly  wounded  in  Hebron 
in  the  occupied  West  Bank 
yesterday*  by  a  Palestinian 
youth,  who  was  shot  dead  by 
an  Israeli  policeman. 


terms"  the  American  condem¬ 
nation  of  the  trial. 

Peking's  English-language 
China  Daily,  which  reported 
Wei’s  conviction  on  an  inside 
page,  said  he  had  attempted  to 
“raise  a  storm  powerful 
enough  to  shake  up  the 
present  Government".  The  ar¬ 
ticle  said  Wei  “was  arrested  on 
November  21  of  this  year". 
This  is  misleading;  Wei  had 
been  in  police  custody  since 
April  1.  1994,  although  not 
under  formal  charge. 

In  Hong  Kong  every  Chi¬ 
nes  e-language  newspaper,  ex¬ 
cept  the  two  funded  by  Peking, 
deplored  the  sentence. 

One  of  Wei’s  sisters,  who 
had  visited  Anthony  Lake, 
President  Clinton's  National 
Security  Adviser,  described 
China's  leaders  as  “an 
organised  crime  gang". 

Chinese  exiles  in.  the  US 
blamed  President  Clinton  for 
divorcing  human  rights  from 
trade,  encouraging  Peking  to 
crack  down  on  dissidents. 


Two  Hong  Kong  resident  protest  against  the  Wei  trial’s  verdict  in  a  metal  cage  padlocked  to  railings  at  the 
Xinhua  News  Agency,  China’s  de  facto  embassy  ir  - ■-  - — *  ■-  -* —  - 


’  in  the  colony.  Six  people  took  part  in  the  demonstration 


Japanese 
disband 
Aum  cult 

From  Peregrine  Hodson 

IN  TOKYO 

THE  Japanese  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter.  Tomifdti  Murayama,  has 
decided  to  apply  an  anti- 
subversion  law  to  disband  the 
Aum  Shinrikyo  cult 
The  1952  Subversive  Activi¬ 
ties  Law  was  introduced  at 
the  height  of  the  Cold  War 
and  aimed  at  suppressing 
extreme  left-wing  unrest,  but 
until  now  it  has  never  been 
applied.  The  decision  is.  in 
effect,  a  death  sentence  for 
the  cult  which  has  been 
linked  to  the  fatal  sarin  gas 
attacks  on  Japanese  subways. 
On  Wednesday  a  Tokyo  cour  t 
froze  all  the  cult’s  assets  and 
the  group  will  be  dissolved 
and  prohibited  from  any 
activities  or  recnritmenL 
Mr  Moruyama  has  been 
slow  to  approve  the  use  of  the 
law  because  brutal  police 
repression  before  and  during 
the  Second  World  War  has 
left  a  legacy  of  popular  mis¬ 
trust  about  anti-subversion 
legislation. 

At  a  meeting  yesterday, 
however,  Hiroshi  Miyazawa, 
the  Justice  Minister,  advised 
the  Prime  Minister  that  the 
conditions  for  invoking  die 
law  had  been  met 


New  York  Muslims 
fell  Christmas  trees 

From  Quentin  Letts  in  new  york 


THE  Christmas  trees  have 
been  taken  down  at  New 
Yorks  Grand  Central  station. 
They  were  ruled  to  be  insuffi- 
rientiy  Islamic,  and  might 
have  offended  Muslims. 

The  removal  followed  a 
complaint  by.  a  New  York- 
baited  ■  Islamic  f^oup  about 
“sectarian  symbols".  The  Nat¬ 
ional-Council  on  Islamic  Af¬ 
fairs  complained  that  it  could 
.find  no  example,  amid  the 
Christinas  baubles,  of  the 
crescent  and  star,  the  symbols 
oflslam. 

Metro-North  Railroad, 
which' runs  the  station,  agreed 
to  lake  down  the  trees.  Donald 
Nelson,  its  president,  replied 
to  Muhammad  Mehdi.  the 
.  council’s  secretary-general, 

.  that  “we  appreciate  and  share 
your-  concerns".  Mr  Nelson 
was  influenced  by  recent 
Supreme  Court  ruling  that 

public  places  must. provide 
"equal  access"  to  all_  religions, 
v  The  move  has  not  impressed 
commuters.  Enc  Donaldson 


said:  “They  should  have  a 
great  big  tree  with  a  star  on 
the  top  —  the  works.”  Hector 
Santiago,  an  employee  of 
Metro-North  railways,  said: 
“It  just  doesn't  fed. the  same. 
WhaTs  the  big  deal?" 

Mr  Mehdi  said:  “We  are 
simply  asking  for  equal  rights. 
America  is  no  longer  a  Judaeo- 
Christian  society." 

There  are  about  ten  million 
Muslims  in  the  United  States. 
Mr  Mehdi  dismissed  argu¬ 
ments  that  there  was  no 
Muslim  festival  to  enjoy  at  this 
time  of  year  and  cited  USA 
Muslim  Day,  a  newish  festival 
that  can  be  celebrated 
throughout  tJecember,  allow¬ 
ing  Muslims  to  “celebrate  toe 
bounties  and  freedoms  of  liv¬ 
ing  in  America”. 

After  a  brief  conversation 
yesterday,  this  correspondent 
wished  Dan  Brucker.  a  Metro- 
North  spokesman,  a  “happy 
Christmas".  “No."  he  replied, 
“I .  think  you  mean  happy 
holidays." 


SYWAKE  FROM  ESCOM 


TAKES 


OUT  OF  CHOOSING  A  PC 


THE  MAN  FROM  ESCOM  EXPLAINS 
HOW  TO  CHOOSE  THE  RIGHT  SYSTEM 


Man  from  ESCOM 
taking  all  the  confusion 
out  of  choosing  and  buying  the 
PC  that's  exactly  right  for 
your  needs 

“ With  so  much  modern 
technology  around,  it's  only 
natural  that  people  are  baffled" 
said  the  PC  troubleshooter. 

"So  at  ESCOM  wc'iv  intro¬ 
duced  EASYWARE,  a  unique 
concept  that  guarantees  you'll 
always  get  exactly  the  right 
system .  Howevefmneh  or  little 
knowledge  you  have,  our  staff 
talk  on  your  lei'eL  They  ’ll  guide 


you  every  step  of  the  way.  and 
won't  push  you  into  buying  the 
wrong  PC  just  to  make  a  sale. 

If  you’re  looking  for.  a 
system  that  has  the  power  to 
educate  ami  entertain  your 
kids  while  taking  care  of 
business,  the  package  below  has 
it  all.  A  high  pouvred  P75  PCI 
with  an  Intel  Pentium * 
Processor  inside  for  stunning 
graphics  and  performance, 
a  varied  range  of  software  for 
all  the  family,  the  latest 
multimedia  option  for  great 
games  and  super '  sound. 


and  a  state-of-the-art  colour 
printer  with, Disney  software 
for  the  ultimate  family  fun. 

So,  PC  seems  to  stand  for 
Perfect  Christmas  with  the  Man 
from  ESCOM,  he’s  got  absolutely 
everything  wrapped  up. 


Pentium* 

■PROCESSOR 


ESCOM  PUT  TOGETHER  THE  PERFECT  PACKAGE 


ESCOM  P75  PCI  MULTIMEDIA 
MINI  TOWER 


■  Intel  75MHz  Pentium® 
Processor  ■  1Gb  Hard 
Disk  Drive  ■  8Mb  RAM 

■  3.5"  Floppy  Disk  Drive 
■1Mb  PCI  Graphic  Card 

■  14"  NI  Monitor  ■  Mini 
Tower  Case  ■  Keyboard 

■  Quad  Speed  CD  ROM 

■  16  Bit  Sound  Card 


■  Speakers  ■  Windows 
95.  ■  Novell  Perfect 
Office  ■  Quicken  4.0 
CD  ■  National  Lottery 

■  Hutchinson  Encyclopedia 

■  Empire  10  CD  pack 

■  12  Months  On-site 
Warranty  ■  12  Months 
Telephone  Support. 


|  HEWLETT’ 
PACKARD 

HP  Dh'SKHT  tiOO  W  ITH 
DISNEY  L10\  KING  , 
PRI  NT  STUDIO  PEL  S  ; 
COLOUR  KIT 


The  perfect  printer  for  the 
home  -  everything  you  want 
and  colour  when  you  need  it. 

WHEN  PURCHASED 
WITH  AN  ESCOM  PC 


DO 

+VAT 


£257.33  inc.VAT _ 

NORMAL  PRINTER  DEAL  PRICE 

i*269-08 


+VAT 


-.fXIHy  V  7  :'i;3 


0990  100888 


14  FEATURES 
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OK,  what’s  so  funny 
about  Jack  Dee,  then? 


%F  ack  Dee’s 
transformation 
from  an 
alternative 
comic  to  TV  host 
has  been 
greeted  with 
derision.  Does 
he  deserve  it? 

THE  new  television  variety 
show.  Jack  Dee's  Saturday 
l Slight,  took  off  last  week  on 
Channel  4  with  Jack  Dee, 
winner  of  this  year’s  British 
Comedy  Award,  doing  a  rou¬ 
tine  of  a  cat  vomiting  a  fur 
ball.  Lynne  Truss,  in  The 
Times,  enjoyed  that  bit.  Else¬ 
where,  the'  show  was  thor¬ 
oughly  panned,  f  Pretty  grim" 

—  The  Guardian.  “Jack  it  in. 
Dee”  —  The  Sun.) 

I  met  Jack  Dee  the  day 
before  the  first  show.  Did  he 
ever  smile,  people  asked  me. 
Not  a  lot.  But  then  his  cat. 
Poppet,  had  died  a  few  days 
before,  in  his  arms.  And  since 
the  show  was  pre-recorded,  he 
would  be  seen  callously  mock¬ 
ing  a  sick  cat  (“Looking  like  an 
empty  pyjama  case").  “1  felt 
really  awful  about  that.”  he 
said.  “Poppet  was  the  most 
wonderful  character.  But  my 
wife  said,  'It's  a  tribute  to  him 
in  a  way’." 

He  is  intelligent  articulate 

—  a  bit  odd.  But  1  have  now 
watched  the  two  forthcoming 
Jack  Dee  Saturday  Nights. 
and  they  are  dire.  The  acts  are. 
with  the  exception  of  the  Victor 
Borae-like  Jim  Tavare.  mostly 
garish,  crass,  vulgar.  Jack 
does  little  except  ask  for  a  big 
hand  for  his  next  guest  —  and 
look  sneery  and  cheesed  off. 
The  1TV  network.  Dee  told  me 
yesterday,  is  “delighted"  with 
the  viewing  figures  of  eight 
million-plus.  But  this  is  not  die 
same  Dee  of  the  cult  Jack  Dee 
Live.  The  one  who  gave  us  that 
classic  dog  versus  cat  routine. 
(Dog  watches  you  putting  up  a 
shelf,  wagging  its  tail:  “I  love 
you.  you're  so  clever."  A  cat 
watches  you  with  conrempt: 
“It’ll  never  stay  up.  You  need  a 
Rawplug  in  that  wall.”) 


THE 

VALERIE 

GROVE 

INTERVIEW 


He  has  a  feline  took  himself: 
a  dean-shaven  Jack  Nicholson 
in  a  natty  three-piece 
suh/Today  he  is  in  a  brown 
check,  like  a  prosperous  pig 
fanner.  The  suits  say:  “ !  come 
from  the  working  world.  I’m 
no  dropout" 

He  was  lucky  in  his  name. 
Short  like  him.’  and  “you  can 
have  it  huge  on  posters".  He 
was  born  James,  but  became 
Jacques  in  French  lessons  at 
his  first  school.  Pilgrims  in  the 
shadow  of  Winchester  Cathe¬ 
dral:  “A  traditional,  butioned- 
up  little  prep  school,"  says  the 
Good  Schools  Guide,  with  a 
uniform  of  “Lovat  green 
sweaters  and  bashful  expres¬ 
sions". 


He  was  a  lazy  and 
unmotivated  boy. 
Pilgrims  is  fam¬ 
ous  for  its  choris¬ 
ters  and  he  did  not  sing.  “It 
specialised  in  excellence  — 
recognising  it  1  mean.  Not 
creating  it-  Those  who  didn't 
excel  were  marginalised.  And 
I  was  un-excellem  in  every 
field." 

His  parents  took  him  away 
to  a  comprehensive.  “But  I 
don’t  think  1  would  have  been 
happy  at  any  school."  He 
ended  up  at  a  sixth  form 
college  —  “  a  convalescent 
period  in  my  education:  1  got 
involved  in  the  drama  and 
began  to  uncover  my  own 
personality.  But  I  still  didn't 
work. 

“I  told  my  parents  my  A- 
Jevel  results  on  the  phone:  'Not 
very  good  I'm  afraid.  An  F  and 
a  D.  What  do  you  think  I 
should  do  nextr  And  my  dad 
said:  ‘I  should  have  some 
breakfast  if  I  were  you.'  Good 
advice,  really. 


•  “If  I'd  worked  as  hard  at 
school  as  I  do  now,  I’d  have  got 
to  Cambridge.  After  school  I 
became  very  disciplined,  very 
focused.” 

First  he  focused  on  [Haying 
the  role  of  commis-waiter 
presentable,  efficient  He  de¬ 
rided  he  would  have  a  chain  of 
restaurants.  “I  would  learn  the 
whole  thing:  cooking,  stock 
control,  finance,  paperwork, 
the  bar.  Catering  college  — 
forget  it  You  can  get  eight 
years’  experience  in  three 
years  in  Loudon,  if  you're 
bright  and  never  be  out  of 
work." 

He  managed  Porters,  the 
Earl  of  Bradford’s  restaurant 
in  Govern  Garden  (“He  would 
ring  up  from  his  estate  on 
Sundays  to  ask  how  things 
were  going,  and  would  always 
make  the  same  comment 
’Isn't  the  music  a  little  loud?' ). 
then  L  S  Grunt’s,  the  Ameri¬ 
can  pizza  joint  Don’t  you  want 
to  go  on  stage?  the  waiters, 
resting  actors,  would  ask.  “I 
was  always  holding  court  and 
entertaining  people.  ” 

Instead,  he  next  focused  on 
the  Church.  He  was  at  the  Ritz 
“the  bum’s  rush  of  all  jobs”, 
and  wandered  into  St  James's, 
Piccadilly,  encountering  the 
charismatic  rector,  Donald 
Reeves.  “He  was  an  inspira- 


He  does 
little 

except  ask 
for  a  big 
hand  for 
his  next 
guest 


don.  very  kind  to  me.  I  was  24 
and  very  confused.  I  was  on 
the  wrong  train  and  didn't 
know  where  to  get  off.  And  this 
coincided  with  a  spiritual  ex¬ 
perience  which  I  think  was  an 
invention  erf  my  subconscious. 
I  was  quite  nutty  about  God 
for  a  year. 

“I  would  let  the  Bible  fall 
open  at  a  page  and  convince 
myself  that  the  passage  con¬ 
ferred  some  meaning.  So  life 
became  somewhat  intense  and 


codified  for  a  while.  Very 
strange.  I  realise  now  I  had  a 
kindergarten  idea  of  religion,  f 
felt  I  was  bring  told  to  give  up 
my  life  to  God  and  preach  the 
message.  I  wasn’t  sure  what 
the  message  was.  But  celibacy 
was  part  of  ft.” 

Reeves  astutely  let  him  see 
the  the  Director  of  Ordinands, 
who  realised  at  once  that  Dee 
was  unsuitable  material  for 
the  pulpit.  (Christian  charity, 
you  note,  is  entirely  absent 
freon  his  stage  persona.)  “And 
1  didn’t  go  to  church;  that  was 
a  bit  of  a  drawback  in  an 
ordinand.  I  thought  of  it  as 
being  about  performing  and 
expressing  yourself. 

“  didn't  ever  watch  telly, 
I  I  was  totally  unaware 
I  of  The  Young  Ones, 

JL  didn't  know  who 
Alexei  Sayle  and  Ben  Elton 
were. 

“So  when  I  did  walk  into  the 
Comedy  Store  ft  was  a  total 
eye-opener.  There  was  Paul 
Merton,  Julian  Clary,  the  Joan 
Collins  Fan  Club.  Jeremy  Har¬ 
dy.  I  wanted  to  be  part  of  it  I 
felt  they'd  ail  started  without 
me,  arid  I  knew  l  had  that 
spark.  I  decided  to  stop  feeling 
that  I  could  only  be  a  spectator 
in  life.  I  thought,  I’m  going  to 
be  a  player. 

“So  I  had  a  go.  put  my  name 
down  and  got  up  on  stage:  h 
was  2am.  so  most  of  the 
audience  had  left  except  the 
drunken  residue.  1  was  only 
on  for  a  few  minutes  but  the 
guy  who  runs  the  Store  said, 
you  must  come  back. 

“It  was  the  big  moment  the 
blinding  light  the  missing 
link,  and  I'd  found  it.  You're  a 
comedian,  and  that’s  what's 
been  wrong.  When  I  fooled 
around  at  school  and  got  a 
laugh,  it  never  occurred  to  me 
that  that  was  a  thing  you  could 
use  in  fife.” 

He  was  still  a  barman  off 
Oxford  Street  when  an  agent 
rang  and  offered  to  represent 
him  on  the  college  circuit.  Dee 
wore  a  jacket  and  tie  even 
then:  “With  a  student  audience 
it  means  you’re  not  trying  to 
ingratiate  yourself."  He 
started  doing  corporate  confer¬ 
ences  “a  no-win  situation, 
huge  dance  floor  between  you 
and  the  audience.  No  infection 
of  laughter.  And  hecklers  can 
take  over  the  show  —  so  you 
come  off  feeling  as  if  you've 
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been  in  a  fight  When  the 
gloves  are  off.  audiences  are 
quite  surprised  at  how  low  IH 
gio  to  undercut  them."  In  1991 
he  was  Most  Promising  New¬ 
comer  in  the  Comedy  Awards. 

Dee  is  now  34,  which  counts 
as  young  these  days.  His  early 
comic  heroes  were  Bob 
Newhart,  Peter  Sellers,  Peter 
Cook.  Now  he  had  met 
Newhart  and  Bob  Monkho- 
use.  “Has  Bob  ever  found 
those  joke  books  he  lost?*  I 
asked.  “Don't  think  so."  “Do 


‘It  was  the 
big 
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you  keep  books  of  jokes  now?" 
"I've  got  his  books." 

He  met  his  wife  Jane  when 
he  was  running  a  restaurant 
called  Jake's,  in  Fulham.  She 
rang  him  up  one  day  and 
asked  him  out  to  dinner;  Jade 
told  her  he  was  too  busy.  “Well 
1  was,"  he  says.  He  was 
spending  all  his  time  off  at  the 
comedy  dubs.  “She  never  lets 
me  forget  it  We  have  a  quarrel 
about  it  about  once  a  quar¬ 
ter."  They  live  in  a  Victorian 
terraced  house  in  Wands¬ 
worth  with  their  daughters. 
Hattie  and  Phoebe. 

My  children  love  Jade  Dee. 
Lucidly  the  college  circuit  has 
a  collective  mental  age  of  14.  a 
short  attention  span  and  a 
babyish  response  to  anything 
about  vomit,  animals  or  the 
lavatory.  I  can  see  that  nobody 
can  resemble  a  rabbit  putting 
on  Oil  of  Ulay  as  Dee  can.  But 
what  about  broadening  his 
appeal? 

^Yes,  I’m  always  vaguely 
aware  that  this  is  only  the 
beginning,  i  want  to  be  able  to 
make  the  grown-ups  laugh  as 
well,  not  to  be  exclusive!  But, 
you  share  a  comedy  shorthand 
with  a  young  audience,  you 
watch  the  same  TV  show's,  you 
listen  to  the  same  bands,  you 
know  they’re  of  a  like  mind." 


Jack  Dee  — a  Jack  Nicholson  type  ina  natty  three-piece  suit  with  a  good  line  in  sneers 


But  how  would  he  get  on 
without  “shag’’  and  "crap"  to 
get  a  burst  of  laughter  from 
infantile  audiences?  Lenny 
Bruce  started  it  now  they  all 
do  it:  it  is  not  dever.  and  not 
funny.  Any  of  the  genuinely 
inventive  minds  on  Whose 
Line  is  it  Anyway .  I'm  Sorry  / 
haven't  a  Clue  and  so  on,  can 
prosper  without  ft. 


As  the  Sun's  TV  critic  Garry 
Bushril  said,  die  ingredient 
any  variety  .  show  needs 
warmth,  and  “Dee  has  the 
personality  of  a  toothache”.  It 
sesns  to  me  utterly  amazing 
that  Caroline  Hook's  Mrs 
Merton  —  who  does  have 
warmth,  and  remarkable 
adaptability  (e.g.  when  having 
to  to  deal  with  a  silent, 


menacing  Chris  Eubank) 
got  nowhere  in  the  British 
Comedy  Awards  this  year. 

The  late  Frankie  Howerd 
once  toki  me  “you  can’t  really 
explain  humour,  except  that 
irs  very  much  a  matter  of  one’s 
cup  of  tea”.  Quite.  It  is  a 
precarious  business,  stand-op 
comic  fame.  Not  for  the 
insecure. 
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The  staying  power  of  the  corset 


MARTIN  BED  PALL 


A  strait-laced  week 
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They  prod  your 
ribcage,  leave  you 
gasping  for  breath 
and  make  you  look 
like  an  extra  from  The  Best 
Little  Whorehouse  in  Texas. 
Corsets,  say  the  feminists,  are 
uncomfortable,  demeaning 
and,  in  this  age  of  Lycra, 
totally  unnecessary.  Yet  this 
Christmas  women  will  be 
taking  deep  breaths  and  cling¬ 
ing  to  the  bedpost,  while  then- 
mothers.  flatmates  or  partners 
haul  them  into  contraptions 
which  make  medieval  torture 
instruments  seem  positively 
enlightened. 

Ever  since  Madonna  en¬ 
cased  her  breasts  in  Jean  Paul 
Gaultier  cones,  every  smart 
girl  has  realised  the  appeal  of 
underwear  as  outerwear.  This 
winter,  however,  trendsetters 
have  begun  to  realise  the  value 
of  underwear  as  underwear. 

Pride  and  Prejudice  con¬ 
vinced  a  nation  of  bra  burners 
that  a  heaving  d&olletage  was 
the  only  way  to  attract  a  Mr 
Darcy  in  time  for  Christinas. 
At  the  autumn  fashion  collec¬ 
tions,  hourglass  girls  sa¬ 
shayed  down  the  catwalk  all 
dtooHetage  and  derridre  with 
only  a  wasp  waist  to  separate 
them.  Fashion  victims  soon 
realised  that  h  would  take 
more  than  a  year's  worth  of 
step  classes  to  produce  the 
same  effect  But  a  casing  of 
whalebone  and  a  sharp  tug  of 
laces  could  construct  the  nec¬ 
essary  curves  in  seconds. 

“Everyone  is  looking  to  a 
more  structured  look,  as  a 
backlash  to  grunge,"  says  Kate 
Reardon,  the  style  director  of 
Tatler.  “Women  are  wearing 


Breathe  in,  ladies  —  the  corset  is  back,  worn  as 
both  under  and  outerwear.  Julia  Llewellyn  Smith 
bones  up  on  the  intricacies  of  laces  and  stays 


neat  tailored  suits  and  the 
high  street  is  churning  out 
corset  dresses  for  evening 
wear.  Corsets  are  like  high 
heels;  they  may  be  uncomfort¬ 
able  but  they  are  enormously 
flattering.” 

"People  are  prepared  to  put 
up  with  discomfort  to  get  a 
fantastic  figure."  says  Cheryl 
Gordon  of  Agent  Provocateur, 
where  the  trendies  of  Soho  buy 
corsets  to  wear  under  jackets 
with  jeans.  “When  I  wear  mine 
I  cant  sit  down  for  the  first 
hour,  but  1  struggle  on 
because  it  looks  great" 

Ian  VoIIet  of  Voliers  Corsets 
in  Portsmouth,  which  manu¬ 
factures  corsets  for  deparment 
stores  such  as  John  Lewis  and 
Harvey  Nichols,  says  that 
business  has  increased  by  400 
per  cent  since  1991,  when  he 
took  over  from  his  unde.  “We 
had  to  take  on  six  new  staff 
this  Christmas  to  cope  with 
demand."  he  says. 

It  takes  two  hours  to  make 
up  a  corset  in  satin  or  cotton. 
“The  fabrics  have  to  be  very 
rigid  so  there  is  no  give,"  says 
Mr  Voller.  The  corset  is  cut 
and  stitched,  binding  is  insert¬ 
ed  and  steel  bones  (whalebone 
is  no  more)  inserted.  Finally, 
the  eyelets  for  laces  are  put  in. 

“Your  corset  measurement 
is  two  to  four  indies  below  that 
of  your  natural  waist  size," 
says  Mr  Voller.  “Our  sizes 


range  from  18  to  3S  inches, 
although  the  most  popular  are 
between  22  to  26  inches.  You 
should  lace  it  until  you  have  a 
gap  at  the  back  of  one  to  one 
and  a  half  inches  on  the 
waistline.  People  want  to  be 
comfortable  in  their  corsets,  so 
we  don't  sell  many  18-inch 
ones,  except  to  Japan,  nor 
many  very  large  ones  either. 
Most  of  our  customers  have 
lovely  figures." 


Older  customers,  he 
says,  are  still  buy¬ 
ing  corsets  as  un¬ 
derwear,  but 
younger  buyers  will  wear 
theirs  as  evening  wear,  with  a 
long  skirt  “Apparently.  Shir¬ 
ley  Bassey  bought  one  the 
other  day  and  Glenn  Close 
bought  four." 

At  Fenwicks  department 
store  in  Bond  Street  Voliers 
corsets  have  been  selling  like 
hangover  cures  after  a  Christ¬ 
mas  party.  “We  have  been 
selling  basques  for  ages,  but 
since  we  started  stocking  prop¬ 
er  lace-up  corsets  at  £89  in 
August  we  have  had  to  restock 
contantiy."  says  a  spokeswom¬ 
an.  Mary  Flack.  “We  also  sell 
£400  brocade  embroidered 
corsets  from  Paris  and  we  are 
on  our  third  delivery.  They  are 
extremely  enhancing  and 
people  are  very  impressed. 
Our  girls  lace  you  into  them  in 
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the  shop,  so  then  when  you 
take  it  home  you  only  have  to 
fasten  the  poppers  at  the  front. 
We  didn't  think  people  had  the 
time  or  money  for  a  lady's 
maid  these  days." 

Ever  since  Bronze-Age  Cre¬ 
tan  maidens  derided  to  fight 
the  flab  with  wood-enforced 
garments  in  the  year  2.000BC. 
women  have  been  doing  every¬ 
thing  they  can  to  whittle  their 
waist.  .“Anthropologists 
believe  that  the  waist  is  the 
thing  that  makes  women  most 
attractive  to  men.  and  breasts 
and  bottoms  are  important 
only  in  that  they  accentuate  it 
A  small  waist  proves  that  the 
woman  isn’t  already  pregnant 
with  another  man's  child." 

The  great  seductresses  all 
found  the  corset  to  be  an 
indispensable  seduction  tool. 
Nell  Gwyn  wandered  the 
streets  of  London  with  a  tray  of 
oranges  balanced  strategically 
beneath  her  milky,  heaving 
bosom.  The  legendary  Scarlett 
O'Hara  dung  to  the  four- 
poster  bed.  urging  faithful 
Mammy  to  give  her  an  18-inch 
waist  before  going  out  to 
gamer  proposals  from  scores 
of  besotted  suitors. 

Neither  of  these  women  had 
much  in  common  with  the 
Victorians  who  would  visit 
their  physicians  with  splin¬ 
ters.  damaged  livers  and  often 
displaced  nbs.  Even  those  who 
suffered  no  injury  frequently 
found  their  undergarments 
stained  with  blood.  A  few 
decades  later,  the  overt  sexual¬ 
ity  of  the  fin-de-stecle  basque 
in  velvet  and  satin  recalls 
Calamity  Jane  saloon  queens 
and  Parisian  music-halls. 

Waists  were  liberated  at  the 


‘Everyone 
wants  a 
structured 
look  as  a 
backlash 
to  grunge’ 


beginning  of  the  20th  century, 
but  constrained  again  in  the 
1950s  when  the  smoothness  of 
line  required  to  wear  Chris¬ 
tian  Dior's  New  Look  became 
the  fashionable  Holy  GraiL  By 
then  man-made  materials  had 
replaced  whalebone,  with  the 
result  that  these  garments 
were  very  definitely  meant  to 
stay  under  clothes.  “I  remem¬ 
ber  seeing  models  in  ther 
waspies.  as  we  called  them,  at 
fashion  shows  and  there  was 
no  element  of  come-hither 
about  them,  they  looked  hor¬ 
rendous,"  says  Rosemary 
Hawthorne,  a  clothes  histori¬ 
an.  “If  you  put  your  arm  round 
their  waist  it  would  feel  rigid. 

“Today  corsets  are  very 
definitely  about  die  titiUatim 


factor.  A  woman  will  wear  one 
with  a  masculine  jacket  and  let 
you  have  a  quick  flash." 

Americans  have  already 
taken  the  corset  to  their  bo¬ 
soms.  For  her  role  as  a  gun- 
toting  biker  babe  in  Barb  Wire 
Pamela  Anderson  was 
squeezed  into  a  black  leather 
contraption  that  reduced  her 
22-inch  waist  to  a  bone¬ 
crunching  17  inches.  For  the 
cover  of  April's  Vanity  Fair 
Nicole  Kidman  donned  a  Dol¬ 
ce  and  Gabbana  corset,  while 
Jennifer  Jason  Leigh  was  in  a 
girdle. 

For  true  aficionados,  control 
can  become  a  way  of  life,  in 
this  month*  American  Vogue. 
Pearl,  a  New  York  corse  tfere. 
shows  off  his  18-inch  waist,  the 
result  of  wearing  a  corset  23 
hours  a  day,  removing  it  only 
to  wash. 

Those  who  think  they  can 
achieve  the  same  effect  with  an 
hour  a  day  at  the  gym,  a 
Wonderbra  and  control-top 
knickers  are  missing  the  point 
Corsets  are  about  allure,  and 
no  amount  of  step  classes  can 
give  you  that. 


MONDAY:  Waists,  say  the 
style  police,  are  this  season's 
must-have  fashion  accesso¬ 
ry.  along  with  the  Prada  bag 
and  Gucci  hipsters,  Julia 
Llewellyn  Smith  writes.  This 
is  bad  news  for  a  girl  with  a 
stomach  to  rival  that  of  a 
champion  darts  player.  Des¬ 
perate  measures  are  re- 
i  q aired.  I  caff  Ian  Voller  of 
VoUers  Corsets  in  Ports¬ 
mouth.  Ian  can  tell  that  I  am 
nervous  at  the  idea  of  encas¬ 
ing  my  torso  in  a  contrap¬ 
tion  that  my  great¬ 
grandmother  would  have 
thought  anachronistic 
“Don't  worry," 

Ian  says  sweetly. 

"These  days  put¬ 
ting  on  a  corset 
should  be  no  more 
uncomfortable 
than  a  pair  of  tight 
jeans." 

TUESDAY:  The 
Times  workforce 
is  amazed  to  hear 
gasps,  squeals  and 
cries  of  “Stop,  stop 
now!"  emanating 
from  the  ladies’ 
lavatories.  Unlike 
Lizzie  BenneL  1  do 
not  have  a  devoted 
sister  Jane  to  haul 
me  into  my  Voliers 
black  satin  corset; 
so  Anj.  my  col¬ 
league  has  volun¬ 
teered.  Ian  has 
-sent  diagrams  to 
help  us.  which 
bear  an  alarming 
resemblance  to  in-  The  at 
sanctions  for  pro¬ 
ducing  the  Christmas  roast 
Trussing  complete  1  feel 
like  an  early  Christian  mar¬ 
tyr.  All  the  air  has  been 
compressed  out  of  me.  and  if 
someone  were  to  stick  a  pin 
into  my  bosom  it  would 
probably  burst  But  the  ef¬ 
fect  when  I  look  in  the 
mirror  is  literally  breathtak¬ 
ing.  1  look  a  size  smaller, 
have  an  ironing-board  stom¬ 
ach  and  a  perfect  Coke- 
bottle  figure.  OK,  it  hurts, 
but  so  would  the  alternative: 
1,000  sit-ups  a  day. 

WEDNESDAY:  First  the 
bad  news:  you  may  look  like 
Jessica  Rabbit  in  your  cor¬ 
set  but  you  feel  like  Miss 
Piggy.  You  no  longer  walk. 


iy  the  you  mince.  You  don't  bend  Marilyn  Monroe  about  to 

ison’s  over  for  fear  of  being  cut  in  break  into  Happy  Birthday. 

cesso-  two.  You  find  youself  having  Mr  President, 

la  bag  to  abandon  a  sausage  bar 

Julia  guette  halfway  because  FRIDAY:  As  my  corset  will 

.This  there  is  nowhere  in  your  (22-  not  work  as  underwear,  I 

vith  a  inch)  stomach  for  it  to  go.  resolve  to  wear  it  as  outer- 

of  a  The  good  news:  a  miracu-  wear,  teamed  with  leggings. 
.  Des-  fously  improved  posture.  The  effect  is  meant  to  be 

e  re-  Barbie  doff  curves,  and  a  Vivien  Leigh  in  her  boudoir, 

ler  of  pneumatic  bosom  that  but  instead  turns  out  as 

Ports-  heaves  prettily.  Gloria  Gaynor  in  an  ill- 

1 1  am  fitting  boob  tube.  Realise 

mcas-  THURSDAY:  1  have  an  that  although  my  belly  Is 

itrap-  insurmountable  problem,  now  concave.  I  have  a  new 

great-  What  do  you  wear  over  a  figure  nightmare  to  contend 

have  corset?  A  baggy  garment  is  with:  flabby  upper  arms, 

pointless,  but  a  slinky  one  There  is  also  a  decency 

question:  the  top 
of  the  corset  runs 
just  above  my  nip¬ 
ples  and  any  sud¬ 
den  movement,  let 
alone  dancing,  is 
out  of  the  ques¬ 
tion.  Nor  will  I  be 
able  to  talk  to  any¬ 
one  taller  than  me. 
who  will  have  an 
aerie!  view  of  my 
cleavage.  Put  a 
jacket  on  top  of  the 
ensemble  and  re¬ 
solve  to  remove  it 
only  if  very  drunk. 
Having  been  un¬ 
able  to  eat  ail 
week,  this  may 
happen  very 
quickly. 

At  that  night's 
party,  all  my 
Mends  comment 
on  my  new  volup¬ 
tuousness.  and  de¬ 
mand  to  know  my 
The  author  in  an  Agent  Provocateur  corset  secret  Confess  to  a 

couple  of 

oast  simply  does  not  work.  Lycra  girlfriends,  who  insist  on 


may  emphasise  your  shape¬ 
ly  waist,  but  it  also  high¬ 
lights  the  machinery  that 
has  produced  it  A  corset's 
lumpy  laces  and  stays  are 
dearly  visible  under  a  tight 
top.  Ian  Voller-  says  that 
most  regular  wearers  cut  off 
the  laces  when  they  have  the 
perfect  fit  and  don't  seem  to 
mind  the  boning  showing. 

Not  that  l  want  to  wear 
something  revealing,  when 
h  is  minus  eight  outside  and 
my  decolletage  has  the  tex¬ 
ture  of  a  plucked  frozen 
chicken.  Decide  nonetheless 
to  lace  a  little  tighter  this 
morning.  My  breathing  is 
becoming  so  laboured  I  am 
beginning  to  sound  like 


dragging  off  the  jacket  and 
making  me  give  them  a 
twirl  No  one  is  sure  wheth¬ 
er  I  am  making  a  winy  post¬ 
feminist  statement  or  am 
determined  to  find  myself 
pinned  up  against  the  wall 
by  some  piece  of  pond  life, 
sweatily  inquiring  whether  I 
would  like  any  help  un¬ 
dressing  later.  1  replace  the 
jacket 

Sway  over  to  an  old  male 
friend,  who  slips  his  arm 
around  my  waist  as  he 
kisses  my  cheek.  “What  are 
you  wearing?"  he  shrieks. 
“A  corset"  I  mutter,  kicking 
him  vidously.  “Oh  yes,"  he 
says.  “I  knew  it  felt  familiar. 
You  could  be  my  granny." 
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for  buildings  and  contents  insurance 

FREEPHONE  0800  12f  004 

p^Y  g y  INSTALMENTS  INTEREST  FREE 


MOTOR*OSOO  121  000 
REDUNDANCY  &  SICKNESS  0800  121  008  •  TRAVEL  0800  121  007 


weekdays  Sam  -  8pm,  Sart  9am  -  2pm. 

•Written  details  on  request  General  Accident  Direct  FREEPOST.  Hamilton  MU  1BR. 
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Christmas 
Crackers 


Our  Price  stores  are 
full  of  great  value 
CD  &  video  gift  ideas. 


ourprice  i  great  ideer. 


Race  riot 
or  just 
class  war? 

Paul  Barker  reflects  on  why 


Brixton  is  ablaze  again 


John  Major  keeps. remind¬ 
ing  us  that  Brixton  is 
where  he  grew  up.  It  is 
also  where  he  entered  politics. 
But  Brixton  has  just  reaf¬ 
firmed  its  greater  fame  as  the 
riot  capital  of  Britain.  After 
1981  and  1985,  we  can  now  add 
1995  to  the  battle  scars. 

In  Brixton  in  1981,  petrol 
bombs  were  thrown  for  the 
first  time  on  the  British  main¬ 
land.  Lord  Scarman  thereafter 
wrote  a  celebrated  report  in 
which  he  described  ihaj  year’s 
confrontation  as  essentially  an 
anti-police  riot  DLshearten- 
ingly.  the  new  confrontation 
made  one  think  that  nothing 
had  changed  in  the  interven¬ 
ing  decade-and-a-half.  Yet  this 
was  the  first  area  of  London  to 
have  a  police  consultative  com¬ 
mittee  —  regarded  as  a  model 
to  be  followed  elsewhere.  Mil¬ 
lions  of  pounds  of  urban 
regeneration  money  have  been 
poured  in.  But  some  of  this 
went  into  the  very  buD dings 
that  the  latest  rioters  set  alight. 

“Brixton  has  acquired-  a 
symbolic  importance  for  the 
blade  community,**  says  Pro¬ 
fessor  David  Smith,  the  lead¬ 
ing  author  of  studies  on  race 
and  policing  in  Britain.  “It  is 
tile  headquarters  of  Afro-Car- 
lbbeanism."  In  this  role,  it  has 
taken  over  from  Notting  HAL 
which  still  has 
its  annual  carnival, 
but  which  is  now 
home  to  few  West 
Indian  families. 

The  Notting  Hill 
Carnival  has  gradu¬ 
ally  lost  the  link 
with  riot  and  dan¬ 
ger  which  histori¬ 
ans  associate  with 
carnivals  down  the 
ages.  Brixton  undoubtedly  has 
the  aura  of  danger.  Yet  it.  too. 
is  far  from  being  a  black 
ghetto.  Many  houses  have 
been  gentrified  by  middle- 
class  whites. 

Is  what  happened  in  Brixton 
really  a  race  riot?  Or  is  it  a 
class  riot,  bringing  together 
the  poor  in  one  explosive  mix? 
Many  of  the  rioters  — '  in  1995 
as  in  other  years — were  white. 

The  local  borough,  Lam¬ 
beth,  is  far  from  being  the 
worst-off  in  Britain.  The  East 
London  boroughs  of  Hackney, 
Newham  and  Tower  Hamlets 
jostle  for  that  grim  title.  Pro¬ 
fessor  Smith  speaks  optimisti¬ 
cally  of  the  emergence  of  a 
black  middle  class.  (This  has 
been  slow  to  appear.  Most 
West  Indian  immigrants 
began  a  long  way  down  the 
class  scale;  they  came  to  Bri¬ 
tain  to  carry  out  semi-skilled 
and  unskilled  Jobs.)  But  Brix¬ 
ton  is  pockmarked  by  neigh¬ 
bourhoods  where,  among  both 
whites  and  blacks,  to  have  a 
job  seems  like  a  distant  dream. 

Though  young  black  men 
are  especially  hostile  to  the 
police,  studies  show  that  all 
young  working-class  men  in 
big  cities  tend  to  be  hostile. 
The  big  division  isn’t  race.!  it 
is  age  and  class.  The  middle- 
aged  and  the  middle-class  are 
the  greatest  supporters  of  law 
and  order. 

Looking  at  urban  change  in 
the  United  States,  a  black 
American  sociologist,  William 
Julius  Wilson,  wrote  a  book 
called  The  Declining  Signifi¬ 
cance  of  Race.-  By  this  he 
meant  that  within  American 
cities,  class  divisions  were 
becoming  increasingly  impor¬ 
tant.  Middle-class  _  blacks, 
helped  by  equal  opportunities 


The 
rioting 
is  a 

self-inflicted 

wound 


policies,  were  moving  out  of 
the  ghetfoes.  The  old  terri¬ 
tory  was  being  abandoned  to 
“gangstas**,  and  to  young  men 
who  proudly  adopted  the  old 
scornful  name  “nigger  to 
mark  themselves  off  from  the 
newly  suburbanised  blades. 

Something  similar  may  be 
happening  in  Brixton.  But 
though  black  and  white  may 
riot  together,  blacks  have  (so 
far)  taken  the  lead.  In  Profes¬ 
sor  Smith's  words.  “Hostility 
to  the  police  is  important  in  the 
development  of  a  politicised 
black  identity.  The  police  are 
the  most  convenient  represen¬ 
tatives  of  what  is  seen  as 
repression." 

This  was  epitomised  by  the 
headlines  in  the  black  news¬ 
paper  The  Voice  after  Wayne 
Douglas'S  death  in  Brixton 
police  station.  Douglas  was 
arrested  after  apparently 
breaking  into  a  family's  fiat 
and  threatening  than  with  a 
knife.  The  paper  said  he  had 
been  beaten  up.  After  the 
rioting,  a  director  of  Brixton 
Challenge  was  quoted  as  say¬ 
ing.  “The  reason  this  is  hap¬ 
pening  is  because  the  police 
killed  another  black  guy."  Yet 
this  is  an  organisation  set  up 
to  help  Brixton.  to  go  on  to 
better  things. 

rd  not  to  ask  “What 
hope  is  there?"  The 
chances  of  business¬ 
es  deriding  to  locate 
in  and  around 
Brixton  will  have 
fallen.  The  chances 
of  coaxing  good 
teachers  into  its 
schools  will  have 
shrunk.  Whatever 
_  _  happened  to  Wayne 
Douglas  in  custody 
—  and  we  do  not  yet  know  — 
the  latest  rioting  is  a  self- 
inflicted  wound. 


It  is 


E 


xperience  shows  that  it 
is  very  hard  to  help  a 
district  to  pull  itself  up 
.try  its  bootstraps.  After  the 
riots  of  1981  —  in  Toxteth  as 
well  as  in  Brixton  —  Michael 
Heseltine  wrote  a  Cabinet 
memo  headed  “It  took  a  riot” 
He  focused,  then,  on  Liverpool 
more  than  on  Brixton.  He 
invented  the  Merseyside  Ur¬ 
ban  Development  Corpora¬ 
tion  as  the  lever  of  change. 
Little  social  change  has  result¬ 
ed.  The  galleries,  cates  and 
trinket  shops  of  the  heritage 
Albert  Dock  sparkle  on  the 
waterfront  But  Liverpool's  ac¬ 
tual  docks  are  racked  with 
strikes  yet  again.  The  most 
flourishing  local  industry, 
gambling,  is  threatened  by  the 
National  Lottery.  And  there  is 
hardly  a  black  face  to  be  seen 
in  Albert  Dock  (or,  come  to 
that  in  the  real  docks). 

In  Sir  Paul  Condon,  the 
Metropolitan  Police  have  a 
Commissioner  as  shrewd  as 
they  are  ever  likely  to  have.  On 
the  one  hand,  he  took  a  high 
risk,  in  launching  Operation 
Eagle  (against  street  crime) 
when  he  said  that  the  West  In¬ 
dian  community  must  accept 
that  most  muggers  are  blade. 
On  the  other  hand,  he  knows 
better  than  anyone  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  making  sure  that  law¬ 
breakers  and  law-abiders 
don’t  make  common  cause. 

Say  not  the  struggle  naught 
availeth .  We  just  have  to  keep 
trying.  A  city  has  never  been 
an  easy  place  to  run. 

The  author  is  a  senior  fellow 
of  the  Institute  of  Community 
Studies. 
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Councils  of  despair 


When  l  see  a  headline 
reading  “Man  takes 
lawn  into  his  own  hands 
to  bury  his  bungalow"  I 
prick  up  my  ears.  I  have  seen  all  sorts 
of  sights  in  my  long  life,  including  a 
totally  plastered  Cabinet  minister 
falling  down  two  flights  of  stairs,  and 
f  simply  cannot  understand  how  he 
was  doing  it.  (The  bungalow  man. 
not  the  Cabinet  minister.) 

So  I  examined  the  subject  more 
closely,  and  when  I  had  fully  under¬ 
stood  how  (to  say  nothing  of  why)  a 
man  would  bury  his  bungalow,  I  was 
rather  less  amused.  Indeed,  I  made 
haste  to  wipe  the  smile  off  my  face. 
For  this  story  is  far  from  funny. 

Mr  Trevor  Sedgbeer  and  his  wife 
Lauretta  live  in  Devon,  and  Mr 
Sedgbeer  built  a  bungalow;  many  do. 
and  in  this  case  did.  But  he  built  his 
bungalow  —  italic,  printers,  for  the 
awfulness  of  what  now  comes:  he 
built  hisbungalow  without  planning 
permission.  Now,  short  of  murder, 
there  is  nothing  so  wicked  as  a  man 
who  builds  a  bungalow  without 
planning  permission,  or,  to  be  more 
exact,  there  is  nothing  so  wicked  as  a 
man  who  builds  a  bungalow  when 
the  man  who  deals  out  permissions 
has  not  given  his  say-so. 

I  have  said  a  thousand  times  that 
power  should  be  used  upside  down; 
the  bigger  the  slice  of  it  the  more 
wary  the  user  should  be.  and  vzee 
versa.  And  when  it  comes  to  a  Devon 
bungalow  permission-giver,  the  very 
tiniest  scrap  of  the  heady  stuff  should 
be  used  only  with  the  head  immersed 
in  a  bowl  of  very  cold  water. 

It  is  not  dear  whether  the  offence 
was  that  the  bungalow  was  in  the 
wrong  place,  or  whether  it  had  not 
been  approved,  or  both.  But  after 
much  wrangling,  the  courts  demand¬ 
ed  the  destruction  of  Mr  Sedgbeers 
bungalow. 

Mr  Sedgbeer  complied  with  the 
order  to  destroy  his  bungalow,  which 
came  down  flat.  Now  I  have,  in  my 
time,  done  some  rum  things,  but 
never  before  have  I  found  myself 
invited  to  go  about  digging  holes  for 
bungalows,  and  I  politely  demurred. 
But  on  inquiring  further,  1  learnt  that 
to  bury  a  bungalow  means  shifting 
several  hundred  tons  of  earth.  It 
seems  that  Mr  Sedgbeer  was  in 
earnest  when  he  said  that  he  would 
give  the  authorities  their  wish  with 
knobs  on  —  several  hundred  tons  of 
knobs.  The  battle  continued;  for  a 
time,  any  member  of  the  council 
passing  by  would  have  seen  nothing 
but  the  flatness  that  had  been 


The  little  man  in  his  office  cannot 
resist  wielding  his  tiny  power 


required.  But  then,  it  seems,  at  least 
as  the  council  would  have  it.  Mr 
Sedgbeers  home  had  risen  from  the 
earth  —  grimy  no  doubt  —  and  the 
struggle  was  renewed:  was  the  earth 
flat  enough,  or  had  Mr  Sedgbeer 
merely  repeated  his  crime?  He  says: 
“I  have  obeyed  the  court  ruling  by 
taking  the  building  down  to  the 
original  ground  level  of  the  she.  I 
have  done  all  they  have  asked  me  to 
do."  It  is  not  for  me  to  adjudicate, 
but  what  chills  my  blood  is  those  ter¬ 
rible,  those  most  terrible  words, 
which  came  from  from  the  lips  of 
someone  in  the  council  (they  always 
come  from  the  lips 
of  someone  in  the 
council):  “We  can¬ 
not  allow  one  per¬ 
son  to  contravene 
the  law  while  mak¬ 
ing  others  abide  by 
it  We  are  deter¬ 
mined  that  the 
building  should  be  — 

removed." 

Oh,  sing  it  to  the  birds,  play  it  on 
the  accordion,  whistle  it  while  you 
work,  but  it  will  still  be  the  same 
ancient  rubric  “What  if  everybody 
didst?” 

What  indeed  —  for  Mr  Sedgbeer 
has  just  been  put  in  prison  for  a  three- 
month  stretch  for  not  destroying  his 
home  at  the  council's  behest. 

Oh,  what  if  everybody  did  h?  I  am 
tempted  to  answer  that  the  council 
members  would  be  beside  themselves 
with  Joy. 

But  now  we  must  go  from  Devon 
to  Leicestershire.  Here,  there  is  no 
tinge  of  amusement,  even  if  there  was 
before.  A  Mr  Pickavant  had  an  18th- 
century  cottage  on  his  farmland, 
which  he  was  lovingly  restoring.  But 
the  council  (oh.  yes.  there  is  always 
someone  from  the  council)  said  to  Mr 
Pickavant  that  there  could  be  only 
one  dwelling  on  the  farm,  a  bunga¬ 
low,  which  Pickavant  senior  would 
occupy.  But  the  18th-century  dwelling 
was  for  Pickavant  junior,  who  was  to 
live  in  it  with  his  lady.  But  if  there  is  a 
bungalow  and  an  18th-century  cot¬ 
tage  on  the  same  farm  —  well,  two 
ones  make  two. 

Mr  Sedgbeer  was  reasonably 
young  and  sprightly.  Mr  Picakavant 
is  67,  and  when  his  struggle  began 
(oh,  yes,  there  was  a  struggle)  he 
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collapsed;  he  came  round  just  in  time 
to  see  his  world  crushed.  And 
crushed  is  the  right  word,  because  the 
council  (oh,  yes.  yes,  yes,  there  was 
someone  from  the  council  to  watch, 
arid  for  all  I  know  to  look  smug)  had 
engaged  ten  policemen  —  six  of 
whom  were  In  riot  gear — and  a  giant 
digger.  And  the  digger  was  not  a  toy 
one.  It  worked. 

And  the  work  of  four  years  (not 
counting  the  people  in  the  ISth  cen¬ 
tury  who  started  the  cottage)  was 
destroyed. 

Yes.  yes,  yes,  the  law  is  the  law  and 
must  be  obeyed.  Mr  Pickavant  had 

_  already  been  fined 

£500.  and  a  judge 
had  said  he  was 
"stubborn  and  fool¬ 
ish".  which  indeed 
he  probably  was, 
though  it  would  be 
a  good  idea  if  the 
judge  in  question 
—  -  —  took  a  40year 

holiday. 

But  that  again  is  not  the  point  The 
point  is  tiiat  someone  from  the 
council  said — oh,  but  you  know  what 
1  am  going  to  say  now;  the  people 
from  the  council  said;  “If  we  failed  to 
enforce  the  order,  it  would  open  the 
floodgates  for  everyone  else  to  build 
houses  without  planning  permission 
in  the  countryside." 


A; 


h,  five  angels  weep;  you  can 
hear  them  clearly  if  the 
wind  is  in  the  right  direc* 
.tion.  And  their  tears  speak 
volumes:  “enforce  the  order",  “flood¬ 
gates",  “contravene  the  law",  “if  we 
failed  to",  “while  making  others 
abide  by  it”  “planning  permission", 
“planning  permission",  “planning 
permission". 

But  now  we  are  in  the  country¬ 
side.  where  things  are  done  different¬ 
ly,  but  if  we  pack  up  and  head  for  the 
smoky  air  of  the  town,  do  not  think 
that  councils  have  disappeared  and 
we  can  smile.  Because  Mr  Brian 
Godfrey  of  Ilkeston  has  nothing  to 
smile  abouu 

He  is  a  greengrocer  by  trade,  and 
he  displays  his  wares  on  the  pave¬ 
ment,  as  countless  greengrocers  have 
done  through  the  ages.  Indeed,  I  am 
told  that  that  has  been  the  same  site 
in  Ilkeston  for  some  30  years  at  least 


Of  course,  his  boxes  are  prut  against 
tiie  window  of  his  shop,  not  on  the 
kerb  side,  and  of  course  he  pays  rent 
to  the  council  for  a  foot  and  a  half  of 
the  piavement  But  Mr  Godfrey  has 
now  come  up  against  the  same  kind 
of  people  as  those  you  have  just  been 
reading 

Thirty  years  have  passed  with  this 
familiar  scene,  but  now  the  council 
(well,  of  course  it  was  the  council  — 
who  did  you  think  it  was?)  has 
decided  to  puff  out  its  chest  and  ruin 
Mr  Godfrey.  It  claims  that  his  18 
indies  of  pavement  are  dangerous, 
especially  for  blind  or  disabled 
people,  though  it  seems  that  there  has 
been  no  accident  at  all  with  Mr 
Godfrey's  wares.  He  says: 

People  like  to  see  fresh  fruit  and 
vegetables  in  front  of  the  shop,  not 
through  the  window.  Tr  is  something 
yew  see  in  high  streets  everywhere.  It  is> 
ridiculous  to  suggest  I  have  no  heed  for 
safety.  I  have  ted  no  complaints,  but 
the  council  cannot  accept  that  they 
might  be  wrong.  We  have  customers 
who  are  in  whedchairs.  Except  far  the 
round! .  nobody  has  complained. 

When  Mr  Godfrey  stood  his 
ground  and  ignored  the  council 
(hurrah!  may  there  be  many  more 
ignoring^'),  he  was  taken  to  court  by 
Derbyshire  County  Council  —there’s 
splendour  for  you! —and  the  wowsers 
lost!  The  magistrates  —  may  the  sun 
shine  upon  them — ruled  that  he  was 
not  causing  an  obstruction.  The 
victorious  Mr  Godfrey,  as  a  hand¬ 
some  token  of  reconciliation,  an¬ 
nounced  that  he  was  going  to  halve 
the  space  of  his  display.  And  what 
followed?  But  you  know,  of  course, 
what  followed. 

Smarting  from  the  defeat,  the 
council  asked  the  High  Court  to 
overturn  the  magistrates’  ruling.  And 
alas,  it  did.  The  judge  —  may  he  get 
chilblains  —  gave  the  wrong  answer, 
and  you  could  hear  the  smug  smiles 
on  the  faces  of  the  county  council. 
And  another  innocent,  useful,  happy, 
hard-working  man  is  reined.  And  oh. 
yes,  you  will  certainly  know  what 
comes  now  in  this  case.  Yes,  the  boss- 
man  did  say  —  these  were  the  very 
words:  “If  we  had  made  an  exception 
for  Mr  Godfrey,  a  precedent  could 
have  been  set  which  could  have 
affected  the  rights  of  pavement  users 
throughout  the  country."  That's  glory 
for  you! 

Remember  the  rules  The  rule  that 
says  the  smaller  the  quantity  of 
power,  the  greater  the  yearning  to 
exercise  it?  And  have  I  not  just 
demonstrated  that  sad  truth? 


Little  urn 


THE  PRINCE  OF  WALES’S 
Christmas  card,  showing  his  two 
sons  apparently  popping  out  of 
terracotta  pots  like  characters  in 
a  Samuel  Beckett  play,  could  not 
have  been  more  appropriate.  His 
Royal  Highness  is  planning  a 
princely  gardening  roadshow, 
along  .  the  lines  of  Gardeners' 
Question  Time. 

He  is  booked  to  appear  as  part 
of  a  panel  of  gardening  experts 
to  answer  questions  about  High- 
grove’s  gardens  and  horticultural 
matters  at  the  Opera  House  in 
Buxton,  Derbyshire. 

Sources  at  Buckingham  Palace 
suggest  that  The  event,  to  be  held 


in  lale  January  before  a  fee¬ 
paying  audience,  will  be  repeated 
at  other  venues.  The  Prince  will 
be  joined  on  stage  by  Rosemary 
Verey.  his  gardening  consult¬ 
ant  at  High  grove,  and  by  the 
Duchess  of  Devonshire,  who  is 
among  the  most  green-fingered  of 
aristocrats. 

Last  spring,  the  Prince  admitted, 
to  a  lifelong  passion  for  urns  and 
pots,  and  described  himself  as  the 
“potty  prince"  when  he  first  spoke 
in  public  about  his  gardens  at 
Highgrove.  He  said  he  collects  day 
vessels  on  his  foreign  travels. 
Many  are  3ft  high,  he  said,  and 
some  had  caused  delivery  prob* 


lights.  Ivor  Bolton,  a  rising  con¬ 
ductor  of  the  Baroque  persuasion, 
has  also  turned  down  the  opportu¬ 
nity.  And  so  has  David  Atherton  — 
although  the  ENO  management 
still  has  hopes  of  twisting  his 
baton-arm. 


lems  —  in  particular  one  which  he 
asked  to  be  sent  from  Assist 
“When  it  arrived  on  a  lorry  in  a 
large  packing  case  it  was  ad¬ 
dressed  simply  to  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  Tetbury,"  he  said.  “They 
took  it  straight  to  the  local  pub." 


The  Christmas  earth  are  the  princes  rehearsing  Endgame! 


No  takers 

DOESNT  anybody  out  there  want 
to  conduct  a  famous  opera  com¬ 
pany?  At  the  London  Coliseum, 
English  National  Opera  is  search¬ 
ing  for  a  new  music  director 
after  the  shock  resignation  of 
young  Sian  Edwards.  But  despite 
the  allure  of  working  with  ENO*s 
roly-poly  boss  Dennis  Marks, 
everybody  seems  to  have  declined 
the  offer. 

Paul  Daniel  of  Opera  North 
in  Leeds  is  said  to  have  spumed 
the  chance  to  move  to  the  bright 


Not  tonight 

RELATIONS  between  the  grin¬ 
ning  crooner  Des  O'Connor  and 
the  hamster-eating  comic  Freddie 
Starr  have  plumbed  new  depths, 
after  a  television  interview  be¬ 
tween  the  two  became  so  difficult 
that  it  will  not  be  screened.  Thames 
Television  says  only  that  the  ex¬ 
change  went  “too  far"  for  the 
interview  to  appear  on  Das  O'Con¬ 
nor  Tonight. 

Matters  went  from  bad  to  worse, 
apparently  after  Freddie  Starr 
spontaneously  blew  his  nose  on 
Des  O'Connors  tie. 

But  yesterday  the  coiffeured 
chat-show  host  was  glossing  over 
the  affair.  “What's  in  a  tie?"  he 
said.  “Freddie  once  ruined  an  en¬ 
tire  Armani  suit  when  he  pulled 
me  into  a  fountain." 


Major  any  solace  on  Wednesday 
night  even  though  the  Govern¬ 
ment's  majority  has  fallen  to  just 
five. 

Sir  Richard,  who  no  longer  takes 
the  Conservative  whip  and  is  there¬ 
fore  counted  as  an  Opposition  MP, 
was  holding  court  at  the  Private 
Eye  Christmas  party.  He  dismissed 
suggestions  that  he  was  about  to 
return  to  the  government  fold  with 
a  wave  of  his  arm:  “My  negotiating 
position  is  strengthening  all  the 
time,"  he  explained. 

•  Talk  in  the  House  of  Commons 
yesterday  was  of  an  extraordinary 
event  witnessed  by  Members  in 
the  Commons  smoking  room.  Bill 


Cash,  the  arch  Euro-sceptic,  was 
seen  to  be  talking  for  the  first 
time  in  public  to  Tea  Heath,  the 
man  who  took  us  into  Europe.  The 
festive  season  is  surely  upon  us. 


fS*  »Ta  rJ  iw  l )  prijX  ~  \  fr‘< 
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Bodybuilding 

SIR  RICHARD  BODY,  the  maver¬ 
ick  MP  for  Holland  with  Boston, 
was  not  in  the  mood  to  offer  John 


Titillation 

PRODUCTION  of  a  documentary 
about  Page  3  girls,  to  commemo¬ 
rate  the  25th  anniversary  of  their 
first  appearance,  has  caused  ten¬ 
sion  among  the  politically  correct 
at  BBC  North. 

For  the  purposes  of  research, 
pictures  of  semi-dad  models  were 
hung  in  the  production  office. 
This  raised  objections  among  cer¬ 
tain  members  of  staff.  Harmony 
was  restored  only  when  strategi¬ 
cally  placed  Post-it  notes  were 
stuck  over  the  assets  that  made  the 
girls  famous. 

•  Visitors  to  the  Westminster  of¬ 
fices  of  John  Redwood's  think- 
tank ,  Conservative  2000,  will  soon 
be  met  by  an  inspirational  col¬ 
lection  of  modem  British  art  on 
display.  A  West  End  gallery  — 
doubtless  with  Euro-sceptic  cre¬ 
dentials  —  has  lent  Redwood  14 
pictures  to  decorate  his  walls ,  in 
the  hope  that  his  well-heeled  sup- 
porters  mag  be  tempted  to  buy. 


Howard 


P-H-S 


■  Some  lessons  in 
home  ecology  work 
better  than  others 

O  f  course  we  need  to  pre- 
sove  our  biodiversity. 
Bring  bark  our  otters. 
Save  the  red  squirreL  I  am 
prepared  even  to  have  my 
“aaahs”  wrung  because  the 
hortted  dungbretle  has  not  been 
sighted  since  1955,  although  it 
does  not  look  as  cuddly  as  the 
aforementioned  species. 

But  you  lose  some,  you  win 
some.  Danish  biologists  have 
discovered  a  new  phylum  or  life 
form  called  Pandora.  She 
sounds  even  more  problematic . 
than  a  dung-beetle.  For  Pandora 
lives  on  the  lijas  of  the  lobster, 
looks  like  an  animated  cold  sore, 
and  has  two  penises  and  a  circu¬ 
lar  mouth  ring  next  to  her/his 
anus.  Unda  McCartney  has  just 
spent  £3,000  to  keep  the  fattest 
turkey  in  the  land  from  stuffing. 
Dempsey,  not  quite  a  macho 
bull  terrier,  has  been  saved  from 
execution  for  the  less  certain  fate 
of  going  to  live  with  Brigitte 
Bardot  And  West  Midlands 
Travel  has  given  a  hamster 
called  Sweep  a  free  travel  pass 
for  having  erroneously  charged 
it  45p  for  a  ticket 
How  serendipitous  of  the 
Birmingham  bus  company  to 
have  hit  upon  tills  latest  threat¬ 
ened  species.  You  may  think 
that  there  are  plenty  of  hamsters 
in  their  natural  habitat  of  plastic 
cages  in  kindergartens,  pedal¬ 
ling  their  tiny  treadmills 
through  the  night  with  the 
irritating  narcissism  of  joggers. 
But  their  numbers  are  declining. 

It  was  derided  that  at  six. 
Hairy  is  old  enough  to  keep  a 
hamster.  I  demurred,  because 
hamsters  are  characterless  and 
best  spit-roasted  by  Peruvian 
Little  Hamsterburger  salesmen. 
But  also  because  the  household 
is  unhealthy  for  them.  It  is 
already  kennel  to  three  genera¬ 
tions  of  Jack  Russel]  terriers.  To 
add  a  hamster  is  like  billeting  a 
Christian  in  the  lion-cage. 

Accordingly,  a  tricky  naviga¬ 
tion  was  made  to  the  finest  ham- 
ster-breeding-ground  in  Lon¬ 
don.  and  a  long-haired  apricot- 
coloured  hamster  was  bought  I 
thought  it  should  be  named  for  a 
plant,  like  the  RusseUs:  Heather. 
Haggis,  Poppy  and  so  on.  Pars¬ 
nip.  I  said.  So  it  was  called 
Hamish.  The  RusseUs  were  fas¬ 
cinated  by  their  new  flatmate, 
straining  like  greyhounds  in  the 
slips,  and  also  at  short-leg,  even 
at  its  used  litter.  And  within  a 
day.  Haraish  and  cage  had  been 
dislodged  by  Russell  high-jump 
record,  and  Hamish  lay  dead  of 
heart-attack  from  terror  at  being 
attacked  by  three  sabre-toothed 
monsters  in  the  proportion  of 
Nelson’s  Column  to  a  human. 

I  thought  the  point  of  pets 
was  to  teach  children  the 
facts  of  death  as  well  as  the 
duty  of  looking  after  other 
species.  But  the  majority  view 
was  that  Hany  would  never 
forgive  the  Russells  if  he  was 
told  what  had  happened.  So 
Hamish  was  buried  in  the 
garden  surreptitiously  and  si¬ 
lently  at  dead  of  night.  And  a 
substitute  Hamish  was  intro¬ 
duced  to  his  cage.  However, 
Hamish  Mark  II  had  short  Hair 
and  understandably,  recognis¬ 
ing  the  slaughterhouse  he  had 
come  to,  he  bit  The  former 
biodiversity  could  be  explained 
as  a  haircut  from  the  local  vet. 
But  the  fatter  was  intolerable. 

So  Hamish  was  returned  to 
store,  and  Hamish  Mark  III 
was  smuggled  into  the  cage.  He 
had  long  Hair  and  was  the  right 
colour,  but  there  was  a  white 
blare  on  his  shoulders.  This  was 
explained  by  saying  hair  could 
turn  white  from  shock,  as  that  of 
the  grandmother  Russell  had  on 
tbe  spot  where  I  once  spilt  coffee 
on  her.  But  the  next  day  Hamish 
Mark  III  In  his  travelling  cage 
was  left  in  the  car  with  the 
RusseUs  while  a  child  was 
dropped  off.  In  the  split-second 
before  human  biodiversity  was 
restored,  Hamish  was  spread  all 
over  the  seats,  and  the  car  was 
full  of  blood  and  smug  RusseUs. 

There  was  no  possibility  or 
profit  in  any  more  Doppetgdng- 
er  stories.  So  we  now  have  a 
long-haired  grey  hamster,  called 
Patch.  Three  times  in  three  days 
we  have  experienced  the  shock- 
horror  of  The  Sun's  most  fam¬ 
ous  headline,  “Freddie  Starr  Ale 
My  Hamster".  So  remember,  a 
hamster  is  not  just  for  Christ¬ 
mas.  It  is  just  for  Friday  —  and 
possibly  just  for  Friday  break¬ 
fast-  The  point  of  pets  is  to  teach 
children  that  animals  We  not 
cuddly  toys,  but  also  ,  serial - 
killers.  Cats  bring  home  trophy 
pigeons.  The  Russells  some¬ 
times  catch  a  squirrel  in  the 
park  to  the  horror  of  the 
Scandinavian  tourists  and  caus¬ 
ing  their  Bad  Samaritan  walker 
to  walk  rapidly  by  on  the  other 
side-  At  the  rate  we  are  going, 
the  UN  convention  on  endan¬ 
gered  species  must  make  a  new 
entry  under  “H"  for  the  deli¬ 
rious  little  rodents. 
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flames  of  greed 

Brixton  should  not  be  blamed  for  its  tiny  criminal  minority 


Brixt°"  m  flames  this  weel 
X  TfTneS  0f  the  riots  of  198 

■S.1  t'  For  a  few  hours,  its  Streets  rae« 
wth  a  fury  not  seen  in  this  part  of  Londoi 
for  many  years.  Most  chilling  was  th, 
viaous  attack  on  PC  JohTlSfh™  Jh 
might  well  have  been  killed  had  a  motoris 
nm  intervened.  No  policeman  has  forgotter 

F**1  Blake,ock  *££X 

B^vater  Farm  nots  in  TottenhtSn  : 

-,1!  seemed,  for  a  dreadfu 
moment,  that  history  was  repeating  itself. 

Y5V*,wafn0L  Jhe  disturbance  in  Brixtor 
on  Wednesday  night  had  almost  nothing  ir 
common  with  the  riots  of  14  years  earlier  Ir 
1^1,  the  area  was  riven  by  racial  struggle 
relations  between  police  and  public  wen 
poor;  little  was  being  done  by  outside  agen¬ 
cies  to  address  local  unemployment  In  hi< 
inquiry  into  the  riots.  Lord  Scarman  gave 
warning  that  action  must  be  taken  to  save 
Braxton  from  complete  social  breakdown. 

In  ihe  years  since,  extraordinary  efforts 
nave  been  made  to  improve  Brixtonians 
quality  of  life  and  to  revitalise  the  local 
economy.  Joblessness  remains  a  severe 
problem  and  relations  between  the  police 
and  the  community  are  far  from  perfect  But 
the  circumstances  of  Wednesday’s  riot 
caruiot  be  compared  to  the  social  context 
which  spawned  the  disturbances  of  1981.  The 
riots  14  years  ago  were  an  upsurge  of 
popular  despair.  This  week’s  disorder  was 
the  criminal  outburst  of  an  irresponsible 
minority.  It  illustrated  only  how  ruthlessly 
well-organised  today’s  rioters  have  become 
and  how  quickly  a  legitimate  political 
demonstration  can  degenerate  into  chaos.  It 
has  yet  to  be  established  whether  the  crowd 
had  been  infiltrated  by  far  left  groups  but  the 


speed  with  which  violence  was  whipped  up 
was  suspiciously  reminiscent  of  other  recent 
disturbances  where  evidence  of  orchestra¬ 
tion  by  militants  has  subsequently  come  to 
light  The  police  must  investigate  thoroughly 
the  possibility  that  the  disorder  was  actively 
encouraged  by  anarchist  elements. 

The  riot  began  as  a  peaceful  picket  outside 
Brixton  police  station  in  protest  at  the  death 
in  custody  of  25-year-old  Wayne  Douglas,  a 
matter  which  is  being  investigated  by  the 
Police  Complaints  Authority.  There  is  some 
e  vidence  that  the  speakers  at  the  demonstra¬ 
tion  used  inflammatory  language;  the  civil 
rights  lawyer  Rudy  Narayan  is  alleged  to 
have  said  that  he  would  not  fret  “if  a  police¬ 
man  is  killed  because  he  is  behaving  badly” 

The  behaviour  of  the  rioters  suggests  that 
greed  was  a  more  important  motive  for  their 
disorder  than  racism.  They  raided  a  sports 
shop  in  search  of  trainers  and  designer 
sports  kit.  They  besieged  a  restaurant, 
terrifying  the  customers,  and  helped  them¬ 
selves  to  food.  What  started  as  a  peaceful 
demonstration  against  alleged  police  racism 
quickly  became  a  looter’s  paradise.  The  only 
principle  these  rioters  were  defending  was 
material  self-interest. 

As  Sir  Paul  Condon,  the  Metropolitan 
Police  Commissioner,  said  yesterday:“it 
wasn’t  Brixton  that  rioted  last  night,  it  was  a 
small  minority  of  thugs  and  criminals”.  In 
one  night,  they  inflicted  about  £1  million  of 
damage  upon  a  community  that  can  ill 
afford  to  pay  for  the  repairs.  In  so  doing,  the 
rioters  dealt  a  grievous  blow  to  the  area’s 
plans  for  economic  regeneration.  The  people 
of  Brixton  should  not  be  confused  with  this 
criminal  fringe  element  which  disgraced 
their  community  this  week. 


BALANCE  THE  BUDGET 


Clinton  should  move  now  to  settle  the  budget  bargain 


It  may  lack  the  street  activity  of  Paris  but  the 
other  budget  crisis  in  Washington  deserves 
urgent  attention  too.  For  the  past  15  years 
both  the  size  of  American  public  borrowing, 
and  the  means  by  which  it  has  been 
financed,  have  been  profoundly  unstable  for 
the  global  economy  as  well  as  the  United 
States  itself.  The  chief  obstacle  to  a 
•}$  settlement  has  been  political  will.  The  events 
of  the  next  week  will  indicate  how  much 
political  will  exists  and  who  has  it. 

Throughout  this  year  the  Republican  ma¬ 
jority  in  Congress  has  sought  a  balanced 
budget  within  seven  years.  To  this  end  it  has 
taken  some  very  tough  derisions  on  domes¬ 
tic  spending  and  entitlement  programmes, 
and  cushioned  those  with  more  popular 
items  such  as  its  proposed  $245  billion  tax 
cut.  The  radicalism  and  complexity  of  this 
task  have  forced  deliberations  beyond  the  le¬ 
gal  starting  date— October  1 —of  the  US  fis¬ 
cal  year.  Since  then  the  federal  Government 
has  been  running  on  interim  funding  mea¬ 
sures,  with  the  exception  of  a  six-day  shut¬ 
down,  the  longest  ever,  at  Thanksgiving. 

The  Government  went  back  to  work  then 
through  an  agreement  by  both  sides  to 
produce  a  balanced  budget  over  the  seven- 
year  timetable,  on  economic  projections 
determined  chiefly  by  the  Congressional 
Budget  Office.  Since  then  Republicans  have 
passed  their  package,  which  was  vetoed  by 
the  President  on  the  grounds  that  its  tax  cuts 
were  too  large  and  the  reductions  in 
spending  growth  for  Government-run 
health  programmes  —  Medicare  and  Med¬ 
icaid  —  too  harsh. 

Congress  then  asked  the  White  House  to 
produce  a  plan  that  met  the  agreed  criteria. 
This  the  President  largely  ducked.  His 
seven-year  scheme  of  last  week  was  based  on 
economic  projections  from  his  own  Office  of 
Management  and  Budget  that  were  far¬ 
cically  optimistic.  Nor  did  he  budge  from  his 
opening  offer  of  reductions  in  entitlement 
programmes.  Republicans  have  accused 
him  of  reneging  on  his  promise. 


If  matters  continue  this  way  then  the 
short-term  funding  agreed  last  month  will 
expire  at  a  minute  past  midnight  on 
Saturday  morning  and  much  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Government  will  came  to  a  standstill 
again.  Republican  leaders  have  indicated 
that  they  will  extend  present  spending 
arrangements  for  another  week  if  they 
believe  the  President  will  now  seriously 
negotiate.  They  have  hinted  a  willingness  to 
trade  part  of  their  tax  cut  proposal  for  a 
softening  of  expenditure  decisions  in  areas 
the  White  House  wants  protected.  Updated 
economic  projections  by  the  Congressional 
Budget  Office,  while  far  short  of  the 
numbers  from  the  White  House  economists, 
have  reduced  the  gap  between  the  two  sides 
by  more  than  $100  billion.  The  outlines  of  an 
outcome  are  evident  Republicans  must 
concede  part  of  their  tax  proposals  and  the 
Administration  the  need  for  greater  disci¬ 
pline  on  health  spending.  Then  a  welcome 
move  to  fiscal  responsibility  can  be  delivered 
before  Christmas. 

To  get  there  requires  a  move  from  the  Pre¬ 
sident.  Mr  Clinton  has  made  much  polit¬ 
ically  out  of  the  process  so  far.  and  has  been 
rewarded  in  public  polls.  He  has  endorsed 
the  objective  of  a  balanced  budget  and  the 
timetable  that  Congress  supports.  Yet  at  the 
same  time  he  has  condemned  the  derisions 
essential  to  meeting  that  target  In  particular 
he  has  mounted  a  populist  defence  of  the 
very  Medicare  and  Medicaid  programmes 
whose  careering  costs,  some  three  times 
inflation,  have  done  most  to  deepen  deficits 
in  recent  years.  In  the  next  few  days*  the 
President  can  indicate  whether  he  intends  to 
honour  his  commitment  and  pursue  the 
possible  compromise.  Some  of  his  advisers 
.are  urging  him  to  withdraw  from  delibera¬ 
tions  and  have  parts  of  die  federal  Govern¬ 
ment  either  close  down  or  run  on  ad  hoc 
measures  from  now  until  November  1996. 
Such  a  course  would  be  calamitous  for  the 
reputation  of  the  United  States.  The  Resi¬ 
dent  should  bargain  now. 


LOST  DAYLIGHT 


The  ButterfiU  bill  needs  proper  time  for  debate 


The  Cabinet’s  derision  to  try  to  sabotage 
John  Butterfly’s  Private  Member’s  Bill  on 
daylight-saving  time  is  another  sad  instance 
of  the  weak  wifl  and  shortsightedness  which 
has  brought  John  Major’s  Government  to  its 
present  sorry  pass.  Whatever  one  thinks  of 
the  arguments  about  shifting  an  hour  of 
daylight  to  the  afternoons  from  the  morn¬ 
ings,  this  is  an  issue  of  substantial  public 
interest,  perfect  for  a  non-partisan  derision 
in  a  Private  Member’s  BHL  By  refusing  MPS 
the  time  to  deal  with  this  issue,  the 
Government  will  not  only  be  putting  the  sec¬ 
tional  interests  of  a  tiny  minority  of  Scottish 
fanners  against  the  clearly  expressed  view 
of  alargemajoriy  of  the  British  public.  Itwill 
also  be  malting  a  mockery  of  the  par¬ 
liamentary  procedure,  which  should  have 
allowed  Mr  Bntterfill.  who  came  top  of  the 
Private  Members*  ballot  a  genuine  free  vote. 

According  to  the  best  available  evidence, 
an  hour  of  extra  light  in  the  afternoons,  at 
the  expense  of  darker  mornings,  would 
result  in  700  fewer  road  deaths  and  serious 
"S?  injuries  each  year.  Children  would  benefit 
proportionally  more  than  adults  because  80 
per  cent  of  injuries  to  children  occur  when 
'they  are -making  leisure  trips  unconnected 
with  school  journeys  —  and  these  leisure 
trips  are  in  the  evenings  and  afternoons. 

The  elderly  would  also  be  big  gainers 
because  many,  are  afraid  of  going  out  after 
darlc  Crime  would  also  fall  because  bur¬ 
glaries  and  muggings  are  far  more  common 


in  the  evenings  than  before  dawn.  The 
business  community  strongly  supports  a 
time  change  because  it  would  facilitate 
dealings  with  Europe  and  the  Far  East 

Against  all  these  clear  beneficiaries,  there 
allegedly  stand  groups  of  farmers  and  Soots. 
Their  supposed  opposition  is  by  no  means 
clear.  Opfriion  polls  in  Scotland  have 
consistently  shown  majorities  in  favour  of 
daylight  savings,  albeit  smaller  majorities 
than  in  England  and  Wales.  Scotland  would 
gain  economically  even  more  than  England, 
since  the  very  early  sunsets  there  cause 
greater  lasses  in  the  proportionately  more 
important  tourist  trade.  The  assumed  oppo¬ 
sition  of  farmers  is  also  unproven.  Farmers 
can  be  more  flexible  about  the  time  they  start 
their  jobs  than  office  or  factory  workers. 
They  can  therefore  more  readily  adapt  their 
schedules  to  the  daylight  hours. 

Whether  or  not  the  arguments  for  change 
are  accepted,  this  is  an  issue  that  directly 
affects  the  life  of  every  citizen  of  Britain,  an 
issue  on  which  the  public  needs  more 
information  and  one  on  which  there  is  room 
for  reasonable  people  to  settle  disagree¬ 
ments  through  rational  debate.  In  short,  it  is 
an  ideal  issue  for  a  free  vote  on  a  Private 
Member’s  Bill  after  a  M  debate.  Yet  the 
Government  seems  determined  to  stop  this 
because  it  fears  the  response  of  a  few 
thousand  Scottish  farmers  whom  it  has  not 
taken  the  trouble  to  consult  -*  and  who  will 
probably  vote  against  the  Tories  anyway. 
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The  lessons  to  be  learnt  from  a  headteacher’s  murder 


'Single  currency 

‘not  a  pipe  dream’ 

From  Mrs  Edwina  Currie;  MP  for 
South  Derbyshire  ( Conservative ) 

Sir.  As  a  good  Tory  I  believe  in  the  vir¬ 
tues  of  sound  finance  and  a  strong 
currency.  It  is  all  the  more  disappoint¬ 
ing.  therefore,  to  read  such  as  John 
Redwood  (“We  deserve  better  from 
France”,  December  12)  sneering  at  the 
French  in  their  current  difficulties, 
and  disparaging  the  proposed  Euro¬ 
pean  single  currency. 

The  Gaullist  administration  in  Par¬ 
is  deserves  our  foil  support  After 
years  of  running  their  affairs  on  subsi¬ 
dies  and  deficits,  their  determination 
to  meet  the  Maastricht  convergence 
criteria  has  at  last  put  economic  reali¬ 
ty  on  to  their  agenda. 

Under  the  Maastricht  rules  a  gov¬ 
ernment  can  still  spend  what  it  likes 
and  tax  as  much  or  as  little  as  it  wish¬ 
es.  What  it  cannot  do  is  run  up  huge 
deficits,  to  be  financed  by  printing 
money.  This  restriction  seems  to  me 
wholly  beneficial.  One  can.  however, 
understand  why  British  politicians, 
with  their  long-standing  penchant  for 
inflation,  should  be  worried. 

As  for  the  single  currency,  its  main 
effect  will  be  to  slop  governments  fid¬ 
dling  with  their  exchange  rate.  Since 
the  war  we  British  have  seen  the  value 
of  our  currency  go  steadily  but  one 
way  —  downwards.  Governments  of 
all  parties  have  used  devaluation  as 
I  an  instrument  of  policy.  The  Conser- 
i  va fives  do  it  marginally  more  slowly. 
Since  1979  sterling's  value  has  fallen 
by  half  from  over  4  DM  to  the  pound, 
whereas  in  the  previous  16  years  it  fell 
by  two  thirds:  hardly  a  record  to  be 
proud  of. 

Such  policies  beggar  our  people  and 
devalue  their  hard  work.  The  impact 
on  our  standing  in  the  world  —  let 
alone  the  persistently  high  interest 
rates  our  businesses  face  — -  is  wholly 
negative. 

The  single  currency  cannot  be  dis¬ 
missed  as  a  pipe  dream.  Ten  countries 
are  still  members  of  the  exchange-rate 
mechanism  —  a  majority  of  our  part¬ 
ners.  The  main  problem  will  not  be 
whether  enough  countries  are  able 
and  willing  to  join,  but  whether,  in  the 
last  resort  the  stronger  nations  such 
as  Germany  will  be  willing  to  take  the 
weaker  ones  such  as  Britain  on  board. 

Yours  sincerely, 

EDWINA  CURRIE 
(Chairman. 

The  Conservative  group  for  Europe). 
House  of  Commons. 

December  13. 

From  Mr  Hugh  Dykes,  MPfor 
Harrow  East  ( Conservative ).  and 
others 

Sir.  We  wish  the  Prime  Minister  and 
his  colleagues  all  success  in  achieving 
the  maximum  returns  for  Britain’s 
true  interests  at  the  EU  summit  in 
Madrid.  We  believe  that  these  inter¬ 
ests  coincide  with  the  whole  Union’s 
principal  interests,  as  they  unfold 
with  the  Maastricht  treaty  sequel  and 
the  inter-governmental  conference 
next  year. 

Most  patriotic  citizens  perceive  that 
we  do  not  need  to  stand  aloof  from 
these  events.  This  country  can  surely 
best  flourish  when  working  very 
closely  with  our  friends  and  allies  in 
the  EU. 

Above  all,  we  urge  the  Government 
to  maintain  a  positive  position  in  all 
the  forthcoming  plans  for  the  single 
currency.  The  existing  reserves  posi¬ 
tion  provides  ample  balance,  if  it  be 
needed,  to  take  the  final  decision  in 
due  course.  In  foe  meantime  it  is  per¬ 
fectly  logical,  within  this  framework, 
to  pursue  the  eventual  goal  of  foe 
Eurocurrency  system,  as  Britain  has 
so  far  done  in  the  working  groups. 

Much  time  has  been  lost  because 
foe  Government  has  all  too  often 
avoided  putting  over  foe  powerful 
case  for  EMU  to  foe  public,  which  re¬ 
mains  understandably  apprehensive. 
Instead  we  need  now  to  launch  a  fall 
national  discussion  with  courage  and 
enthusiasm. 

Yours  etc, 

HUGH  DYKES. 

ROBERT  HICKS. 

DAVID  KNOX. 

JIM  LESTER, 

TIM  RATHBONE 
House  of  Commons. 

December  14. 

From  MrJ.  O.  Armstrong 

Sir,  It  is  farcical  for  John  Redwood  to 
write  that  we  cannot  adopt  foe  single 
currency  because  all  the  shop  tills  and 
vending  machines  would  have  to  be 
modified:  proof  at  last  that  foe  British 
really  are.  as  Napoleon  called  us,  a 
nation  of  shopkeepers. 

Yours  faithfully. 

J.  O.  ARMSTRONG, 

Thomas  de  Pype’s  Mill, 

Stondeigh, 

Nr  Coventry,  Warwickshire. 

December  13. 


Access  to  the  law 

From  Mr  James  Turner 

Sir,  If  the  assertion  of  copyright  in 
statutory  material  means  that  the  law 
is  not  freely  available  to  all  (letters, 
December  6, 8. 13),  is  there  any  justifi¬ 
cation  for  continued  application  of  the 
principle  foal  ignorance  of  foe  law  is 
no  defence? 

Yours  faithfully. 

JAMES  TURNER. 

1  King’s  Bench  Walk. 

Temple,  EC4. 

December  13. 


From  Mr  Walter  Cairns 

Sir,  I  have  no  quarrel  with  William 
Rees-Mogg  (“The  headmaster's  lesson 
for  us  ail",  December  II)  when  he  de¬ 
cries  foe  kind  of  moral  relativism 
which  fails  to  distinguish  right  from 
wrong,  particularly  in  foe  case  of  foe 
sad  death  of  Philip  Lawrence  (letters, 
December  li.  12]. 

No  amount  of  social  deprivation 
can  justify  or  excuse  crimes  of  such 
vileness.  However,  foe  question  to 
which  we  must  now  address  ourselves 
is  how  we  prevent  such  tragedies  from 
recurring.  On  this  issue,  I  suspect. 
Lord  Rees-Mogg  and  I  would  part 
company. 

It  is  one  thing  to  excuse  crime  on  the 
basis  of  soda!  and  economic  circum¬ 
stances.  quite  another  to  examine  dis¬ 
passionately  foe  conditions  in  which 
this  type  of  evil  flourishes  and  take  ap¬ 
propriate  action.  Prevention  is  always 
better  than  cure  and  need  not  sacrifice 
any  intrinsic  moral  values.  The  links 
between  crime  and  foe  sodal  ills  of 
poverty  and  unemployment  have 
been  too  well  documented,  and  con¬ 
firmed  by  too  many  chief  constables, 
to  be  ignored  by  our  policy-makers. 

.  The  plain  fact  is  that  foe  vast  major¬ 
ity  of  people  who  are  provided  with 
satisfactory  employment  decent  hou¬ 
sing  and  a  dean  environment  have 
too  much  to  lose  by  turning  to  crime. 
In  those  inner-dty  areas  where  only  a 
small  minority  have  access  to  all  these 
farilities.  a  life  of  crime  will  always 
appear  more  attractive  to  a  minority 
of  their  inhabitants. 

Until  this  lesson  is  learnt  !  very 
much  fear  there  will  be  more  trage¬ 
dies  such  as  the  one  which  shocked 
foe  nation  last  week. 

Yours  sincerely, 

WALTER  CAIRNS. 

Broomhurst  Hall, 

836  Wilmslow  Road.  Manchester  20. 
December  11. 

From  Mr  Geoffrey  Noel 

Sir.  Hardly  any  measures  exist  to  de¬ 
ter  criminals  from  canying  and  using 
knives.  In  June  I  wrote  to  the  Home 
Secretary  expressing  concern.  1  point¬ 
ed  out  that  foe  majority  who  are 
charged  with  possessing  an  offensive 
weapon  elect  jury  trial  and  that  con¬ 
victions  are  few. 

A  charge,  under  Section  139  of  foe 
Criminal  Justice  Act  1988.  of  unjustifi¬ 
ably  canying  a  knife  with  a  blade  ex- 


Assessing  risks  of  BSE 

From  DrJ.  B.  Timmis 
and  MrsS.  P.  Timmis 

Sir.  We  are  sure  that  by  now  most  peo¬ 
ple  are  aware  that  CJD  is  an  extreme¬ 
ly  rare  disease;  and  it  was  reassuring 
to  read  Professor  A.  R.  Michefl’S  letter 
(December  II)  confirming  this.  How¬ 
ever.  with  such  a  long  incubation  per¬ 
iod,  we  cannot  possibly  be  certain  that 
this  low  mortality  rate  will  remain 
constant 

If.  in  3040  years’  time.  CJD  were  to 
become  as  common  a  cause  of  death 
as  Alzheimer’s  (or  even  falling  out  of 
bed),  and  if  it  were  to  be  shown  in  the 
future  that  there  was  indeed  a  link  be¬ 
tween  BSE  and  CJD.  our  grandchild¬ 
ren  would  surely  wonder  wby  more 
wasn’t  done  to  protect  them  when  our 
suspicions  were  first  aroused  in  the 
Eighties. 

If  on  foe  other  hand  foe  incidence  of 
GJD  remains  steady,  and  a  link  is  not 
established,  perhaps  they  will  look 
kindly  upon  us  for  being  sensible 
enough  to  take  precautions  on  their 
behalf  at  a  time  when  foe  answers 
were  not  fully  known. 

Yours  sincerely. 

B.  TIMMIS. 

S.  TIMMIS. 

12  Rmgwood  Avenue,  N2. 

December  II. 

From  DrR.  N.  W.  Ellis 

Sir.  As  a  veterinarian  I  fully  support 
Professor  Michel  Ts  views.  The  usual 
government  spokespersons  seem  not 
to  have  noticed  that  the  odds  of  a  mil¬ 
lion  to  one  have  altered  in  the  public's 
perception  to  being  more  likely  to  hap¬ 
pen,  on  the  spurious  grounds  that  at 
least  one  winner  at  even  greater  odds 
turns  up  every  Saturday.  It  appears 
therefore  to  happen  frequently. 

As  any  fule  kno  who  has  held  on  to 
Premium  Bonds  for  yonks  without  a 
winner,  it  is  still  one  hell  of  a  long  shot 
at  odds  of  over  a  million  to  one. 

So  I  still  eat  beet 

Yours  faithfully, 

R.  N.  W.  ELLIS, 

The  Old  Vicarage,  Beulah. 

Llanwrtyd  Wells.  Powys. 


Greenpeace  costs 

From  the  Executive  Director  of 
Greenpeace  UK 

Sir,  In  a  report  on  December  7  (“Pro¬ 
testers  reluctant  to  tap  into  reserves”) 
you  allege  that  Greenpeace  “has  re¬ 
cently  become  foe  focus  of  publiccriti- 
tism"  about  what  you  describe  as  a 
” lavish”  annual  general  meeting  in 
Tunisia.  This  ■‘criticism"  has  only 
been  voiced  once  since  the  AGM  in 
Tunisia  —  which  in  fact  took  place  in 
November  1994 — by  journalists  writ¬ 
ing  in  The  Sunday  Times  on  October 
22. 

Die  1994  AGM  was  not  lavish.  It 
was  held  in  Tunisia  to  mark  foe  open¬ 
ing  of  foe  first  Greenpeace  office  in  Af¬ 
rica,  to  allow  Greenpeace  staff  from 
all  over  foe  world  to  learn  more  3bout 
the  conditions  in  which  our  newest  of¬ 
fice  was  operating;  and  as  it  was  held 
out  of  season  its  cost  was  a  good  deal 


ceeding  3in  carries  only  a’  fine  or  less. 

A  solution  is  io  make  foe  charge  of 
carrying  offensive  weapons  triable 
only  in  a  magistrates’  court  and  ro  en¬ 
large  Section  139  to  include  imprison¬ 
ment.  This  would  not  necessarily 
mean  a  surge  in  the  prison  popula¬ 
tion;  it  would  be  enough  that  foe 
threat  existed. 

Yours  faithfully, 

GEOFFREY  NOEL 
(Metropolitan  stipendiary 
magistrate,  1975-93), 
c to  I  Garden  Court.  Temple,  EC4. 
December  12. 

From  Mrs  Joan  Woods 

Sir.  On  December  11  you  reported  that 
“teachers’  leaders  will  today  meet  Gil¬ 
lian  Shephard,  foe  Education  Secre¬ 
tary.  to  discuss  school  discipline,  and 
David  Hart  of  the  National  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Head  Teachers  said  yesterday 
that  teachers  might  have  to  think 
twice  about  'playing  foe  hero' 

i  find  this  remark  singularly  inap¬ 
propriate  from  someone  in  Mr  Hart's 
position,  particularly  in  relation  to  a 
teacher  so  dedicated  that  he  did  not 
stop  “to  think  twice”  before  risking, 
and  losing,  his  Hfe  to  save  a  pupil  from 
a  murderer.  Nor  was  he  “playing". 

The  bravery  of  Philip  Lawrence,  foe 
reaction  of  his  wife  and  family  and  of 
the  pupils  of  St  George’s  School,  have 
inspired  and  humbled  all  except,  ap¬ 
parently.  Mr  Hart.  He  has  made  it  an 
occasion  for  a  cheap  remark  which 
does  little  credit  to  the  hierarchy  of  a 
profession  which  Philip  Lawrence 
and  his  family  have  raised  to  unaccus¬ 
tomed  levels  of  respect 

Yours  sincerely, 

JOAN  WOODS. 

8  East  Street.  Lewes.  East  Sussex. 
December  13. 

From  Mr  Nigel  Gee 

Sir.  I  have  for  some  years  been  a 
member,  in  a  voluntary  capacity,  of 
the  Executive  Committee  of  World 
ORT  (the  Organisation  for  Rehabilita¬ 
tion  through  Training)  which,  as  foe 
world’s  largest  independent  vocation¬ 
al  training  organisation,  gives  a  more 
secure  future  every  year  to  250,000 
young  people  around  foe  world 
through  training  programmes. 

I  believe  foe  Government  should 
demonstrate  its  responsibility  to  foe 
future  of  young  people  in  this  country 
by  guaranteeing  that  every  person  un- 


From  MissR.  L  Wright 

Sir,  Grass  staggers  (Mr  P.  H.  Coul- 
foursrs  letter.  December  7).  or  hypo- 
raagnesaemia,  is  a  condition  in  cattle 
and  sheep  caused  by  a  deficiency  of 
magnesium.  This  causes  staggering 
and  reeling  symptoms.  In  its  acute 
form  foe  condition  can  be  swiftly  fatal. 

In  areas  where  the  level  of  magne¬ 
sium  may  be  inadequate,  staggers  can 
be  prevented  by  supplementing  foe 
feed  with  magnesium  powder.  This 
condition  is  well  known  with  vets  and 
fanners.  It  is  not  a  disease  of  foe  brain 
and  it  is  not  a  form  of  BSE. 

Yours  faithfully. 

RACHEL  WRIGHT. 

The  Cottage. 

56  New  Town. 

Toddington,  Gloucestershire. 
December  10. 

From  Major  H.  J.  D.  Gunn 

Sir,  Mr  Coulfourst  would  find  that 
Lieutenant-General  Sir  F.  Fftzwyg- 
ram  wrote  an  informed  chapter  on 
mad  or  sleepy  staggers  in  Horses  and 
Stables,  third  edition.  1883. 

Yours  faithfully. 

H.  J.  D.  GUNN, 

Die  Manor  House, 

Didmarton,  Badminton.  Avon. 
December  7. 

From  Mrs  Fabienne  Smith 

Sir.  I  have  always  thought  Dr  Helen 
Grant’s  stance  on  a  possible  BSE/ 
CJD  link  the  wisest  and  most  respon¬ 
sible  one.  But  I  must  challenge  her 
statement  (letter,  December  7)  that 
sheeps’  brains  were  “never  tradition¬ 
ally  removed  to  be  added  to  human 
food”.  They  were. 

Mrs  Beeton  gave  recipes  for  sheeps’ 
brains  sauce  and  sheeps’  brains  as  a 
dish.  Scottish  cooking  has  always  in¬ 
cluded  sheep's  head  and  sheep's  head 
broth.  My  mother  (bom  1889)  loved 
sheeps’  brain  on  toast  and  J  occasion¬ 
ally  ate  them  myself  as  a  child. 

Yours  sincerely. 

FABIENNE  SMITH, 

55  Manor  Place.  Edinburgh. 

December  7. 


less  than  if  it  had  been  held  in  areas 
such  as  northern  Europe. 

The  same  report  suggested  that 
Greenpeace  was  unwilling  to  invest 
international  reserves  to  renew  our 
fleet  Wrong  again.  We  are  currently 
refitting  a  new.  ice-capable  ship  for 
our  own  use,  at  a  cost  of  $28  million. 

Yours  sincerely. 

PETER  MELCHETT, 

Executive  Director, 

Greenpeace  UK, 

Canonbury  Villas.  Nl. 

December  11. 
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der  22  years  of  age  is  in  fall  employ¬ 
ment.  fall-time  education  or  full-time 
vocational  training.  Any  group  of 
young  people  roaming  foe  streets 
could  then  justifiably  be  questioned 
and  returned  to  their  proper  place  of 
work. 

The  cost  of  instilling  motivation  and 
a  sense  of  responsibility  to  new  gener¬ 
ations  of  young  people  is  far  cheaper 
than  paying  foe  current  price  of  crime, 
unemployment  and  lives  of  desola¬ 
tion. 

Yours  faithfully. 

NIGEL  GEE. 

48  Pont  Street,  SWl. 

December  13. 

From  the  Master  of  the  Armourers 
6  Brasiers’  Company 

Sir,  Increasing  numbers  of  serious 
knife  attacks  on  individuals  are  expos¬ 
ing  to  particular  danger  police  offi¬ 
cers.  prison  wardens,  ambulance  dri¬ 
vers  and  schoolteachers.  Unfortunate¬ 
ly.  government  funds  for  research  into 
protective  clothing  are  strictly  limited, 
and  what  money  is  available  is  largely 
being  donated  to  research  into  protec¬ 
tion  against  bullets. 

Knife  attack  requires  different 
forms  of  protective  clothing  and,  in  or¬ 
der  to  get  research  under  way.  our 
company  has  agreed  to  provide  foe 
“missing”  money  ro  fund  a  three-year 
programme  at  Cranfield  University. 
We  hope  the  result  will  be  a  new  jacket 
which  will  give  a  high  level  of  protec¬ 
tion  from  attack  whilst  still  being 
comfortable  to  wear. 

Yours  faithfully, 

G.  C.  HONNYWILL. 

Master. 

Armourers  &  Brasiers'  Company. 
Armourers’  Hall. 

81  Coleman  Street,  EC2. 

From  Canon  Basil  Jones 

Sir.  I  hope  that  the  tragic  death  of  foe 
headmaster  of  a  Kilbum  school  will 
mean  that  every  youth  club  and  young 
people's  organisation  will  have  a  wait¬ 
ing  list  of  suitable  adults  of  every  class 
and  race  ready  to  be  prepared  for 
leadership. 

The  need  is  now  and  it  is  urgent. 

Yours  faithfully. 

BASIL  JONES. 

17  Lochnell  Road.  Northchurch. 
Berkhamsted.  Hertfordshire. 
December  11. 


Sport  on  TV 

From  Mr  Tim  deFerrars 

Sir,  Now  that  foe  BBC  has  been  reliev¬ 
ed  of  the  cost  of  covering  Formula  One 
motor  racing  (report.  December  14)  in 
addition  to  foe  FA  Cup  Final,  various 
Test  cricket  competitions,  etc.  will  1 
see  a  reduction  in  my  licence  fee? 

Yours  sincerely, 

TIM  de  FERRARS, 

18  Mount  Pleasant  Road, 

Caterham.  Surrey. 

December  14. 


A  loser’s  victory 

From  Captain  Omar  Malik 

Sir,  Might  not  some  form  of  award  be 
initiated  for  those  who  set  a  national 
example  in  polite  behaviour? 

I  have  in  mind  the  captain  of  foe 
Oxford  University  rugby  team,  Ty¬ 
rone  Howe.  He  was  seen  yesterday, 
having  suffered  a  last-minute  defeat, 
warmly  shaking  foe  hands  of  foe 
Cambridge  team  and  congratulating 
them  with  a  smile.  What  a  marvellous 
example  to  millions  of  television 
viewers. 

In  the  opinion  of  a  partisan  Cam¬ 
bridge  supporter,  foe  victory  yester¬ 
day  was  not  to  Cambridge  but  to 
sportsmanship.  Well  done,  Oxford's 
captain. 

Yours  politely. 

OMAR  MALIK, 

Royal  Air  Force  Club, 

128  Piccadilly,  Wl. 

December  13. 
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Bird  trained 

From  Mrs  Ruth  Wadley 

Sir.  The  brain  specialisation  scientists 
have  identified  in  chickens  (report 
September  9;  letter,  December  12)  is 
surely  no  more  than  the  selective  hear¬ 
ing  in  humans  which,  as  all  wives  and 
mothers  know,  enables  men  to  hear 
foe  sports  commemaiy  perfectly  in 
one  ear  but  be  completely  deaf  in  the 
Other. 

Yours  etc. 

RUTH  WADLEY. 

Wood  Bar  Cottage. 

Cliffords  Mesne. 

Newent,  Gloucestershire. 


Caring  by  numbers 

From  MrJ.  A.  E.  Gorst 

Sir.  I  have  never  felt  so  cherished  as  I 
did  this  morning  when  I  received 
from  my  motor  insurers  a  letter  which 
contained  foe  fallowing  sentence: 

“As  part  of  our  switch  over  to  a 
more  personal  level  of  service,  your 
policy  number  has  changed  from 
MC-92I27I31-8  to  DU06X143113". 

Yours  faithfully. 

J.  A.  E.  GORST. 

Marsh  Court  Farm. 

Stockbridge.  Hampshire. 

Decembers. 


COURT  CIRCULAR 


BUCKINGHAM  PALACE 
December  14:  The  Queen  bdd  an 
Investiture  at  Buckingham  Palace 
this  morning. 

The  Earl  of  AirEe  KT  (Lord 
Chamberlain)  bad  an  audience  of 
Her  Majesty  and  presented  an 
Address  from  the  House  of  Lords 
to  which  The  Queen  was  gra¬ 
ciously  pleased  to  make  reply. 

The  President  of  Ukraine  and 
Mrs  Kuchma  visited  Her  Majesty . 

The  Duke  of  Edinburgh  today 
opened  the  new  Headquarters  of 
Rotortedi  Limited  at  Howe  Moss 
Drive,  Aberdeen  Airport 
BUCKINGHAM  PALACE 
December  14  The  Prince  Edward, 
Chairman.  The  Duke  of  Edin¬ 
burgh's  Award  Kgasus  Project 
tins  evening  held  a  meeting  at 
Buckingham  Palace. 
BUCKINGHAM  PALACE 
December  14  The  Princess  Royal. 
Patron.  National  Association  of 
Victim  Support  Schemes,  this 
morning  attended  the  meeting  of 
tbe  Advisory  Board  at  Church 
House,  Westminster.  London  SWl. 

Her  Royal  Highness,  Patron, 
SENSE  -  die  National  Deaf-blind 
and  Rubella  Association,  this  after¬ 
noon  visited  the  Ealing  Family 
Centre,  London  W13. 

ST  JAMES'S  PALACE 
December  14  Tbe  Prince  of  Wales, 
President.  The  Prince’s  Trust,  tins 
morning  held  a  discussion  at  St 
James'*  Palace  with  Members  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  the  House 
of  Lords  and  tbe  European  Par¬ 
liament  who  have  been  to  look 


at  tbe  work  of  tbe  trusts. 

His  Royal  Highness  this  after¬ 
noon  received  the  Rt  Hon  WHtiam 
Hague  MP  (Secretary  of  State  for 
wales). 

KENSINGTON  PALACE 
December  14c  Tbe  Princess  Mar¬ 
garet.  Countess  of  Snowdon,  was 
present  this  evening  at  a  Gala 
Performance  of  die  1995  CMympia 
International  Showjumping 
Championships,  in  aid  of  tbe 
British  Equestrian  Olympic  Hind, 
in  the  Grand  Hall,  Olympia. 
KENSINGTON  PAIACE 
December  14:  The  Duke  trf 
Gloucester.  President,  tbe  Institute 
of  Advanced  Motorists,  attended  a 
Luncheon  to  mark  tbe  40th 
Anniversary  of  die  Institute;  at  file 
Society  of  Motor  Manufacturers 
and  Traders.  Rubes  House. 
HaDdn  Street.  London  SWL 
YORK  HOUSE 
ST  JAMES'S  PALACE 
December  14:  The  Duke  of  Kent. 
President,  this  afternoon  attended 
a  lecture  at  tbe  Royal  United 
Services  Institute  for  Defence 
Studies,  Whitehall.  London  SWl. 

His  Royal  Highness,  President, 
the  Engineering  Council,  tins  eve¬ 
ning  attended  a  farewell  <finner  far 
the  outgoing  Chairman,  Sir  John 
Fairdough,  at  Boodle’s,  St  James*! 
Street.  London  SWl. 

The  Duchess  of  Kent.  President, 
today  presided  at  the  Congrega¬ 
tion  of  Awards  Ceremony,  the 
Royal  Northern  College  of  Muac, 
Oxford  Road.  Greater 
Manchester. 


Dinners 


Fan  Maters'  Company 
The  Lord  Mayor,  accompanied  by 
the  Lady  Mayoress  and  the  Sher¬ 
iffs  and  tbeir  ladies,  received  a 
cheque  for  his  appeal.  St  John 
Ambulance  Brigade,  from  Mr 
Julian  Crispin.  Master  of  the  Fan 
Makers'  Company,  at  a  dinner 
held  last  night  at  the  Mansion 
House.  The  Chairman  of  Lloyd's 
and  Mr  Nicholas  Crispin  also 
spoke. 

Royal  Aeronautical  Society 
Sir  Colin  Marshall.  Chairman  of 
British  Airways,  delivered  the 
annual  Royal  Aeronautical  Soci¬ 
ety's  Wilbur  and  Orville  Wright 
lecture  to  the  society  last  night  at  4 
Hamilton  Place.  At  the  annual 
dinner  held  afterwards  Mr  Brian 
Rowe.  Chairman  Emeritus  erf  GE 
Aircraft  Engines,  was  the  guest  of 
honour.  Sir  Donald  Spiers,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  society,  was  the  host 
Earlier  the  society*  medals  and 
awards  for  1995  were  presented  to 
the  following: 

Honorary  Fellowships:  Mr  Charles 
Raman,  Mr  ROT  McNulty  and 
Professor  John  Stmlery. 

Honorary  Companionship:  Air 
Marshal  M  Nur  Khan. 

Society  Gold  Medal:  Professor  David 
Gardner. 

British  Gold  Medal:  Air  Chief 
Marshal  Sir  Michael  Alcocfc. 

Society  SlNer  Medal:  Mr  Brian  Main. 
British  Silver  Medals:  Mr  John 
Larroucau  and  Mr  Michael  Spencer. 
Society  Bronze  Medals:  Mr  Ian 
MacDtarmid  and  Mr  John  perry. 
British  Bronze  Medals:  Mr  Andrew 
Cowley  and  Professor  CUve  Layman. 
Wakefield  Gold  Medal:  Mr  Kenneth 
Smart- 

Flight  Simulation  Silver  Medal:  Mr 
Smart  Anderson. 

Peter  Allard  Sliver  Medal:  Mr 
Christopher  west. 

RP  Alston  Medal:  Mr  John  Lewis. 


Alan  Marsh  Medal:  Mr  Colin  Hague 
N  E  Rowe  Medal  (23-27  age  group): 
Mr  Benoll  Massal. 

Aeronautical  Challenge  Shield:  Mr 
Francis  Alsh.  Mr  Andrew  Ftonseca 
and  Mr  David  Gibbs  (Southampton 
university). 

Alan  Marsh  Award:  Mr  Andrew 
Handcodc. 

Pardoe  Space  Award:  Dr  Robert 
Rownrree. 

Sir  Roy  Ffcdden  Award:  Mr  David  Lees 
and  Mr  Ronald  Gamier. 

Sliver  Turn  buckle  Award:  Mr  Alan 
Nash. 

Sir  Robert  Hard  Ingham  Presidential 
Sword:  Air  Vice-Marshal  BID  Belion. 

Cardiff  Business  CJnb 
The  President  of  Cardiff  Business 
Club,  Sir  Idwal  Pugh,  the  Lard 
Lieutenant  of  South  Glamorgan, 
Captain  N.  Ltoyd-Edwards,  the 
Recorder  of  theCSty  of  Cardiff.  His 
Honour  Judge  Michad  Gibbon 
and  the  Deputy  Lord  Mayor  of 
Cardiff,  Councillor  G.  Tafoam. 
were  present  at  the  inaugural  Sir 
Gennydd  Traherne  Memorial  Lec¬ 
ture  and  Dinner  at  the  City  Haff. 
Cardiff  last  night  The  guest 
speaker  was  Sir  Tasker  Watkins. 
Mr  Brian  K.  Thomas,  Chairman 
of  the  Cardiff  Business  Club, 
presided. 

Jonathan  Goldberg,  QC 
Mr  Jonathan  Goldberg.  QC,  gave 
a  Dinner  at  Middle  Temple  on 
December  13.  to  thank  and  honour 
Mr  Michael  Sherrard.  QC  (Master 
Treasurer),  Mr  Jeremy  Roberts. 
QC.  Mr  Ron  Th wanes.  QC,  and 
Mr  Timothy  Kendal.  The  guests 
induded; 

Lord  and  Lady  Cltnton-Oavls,  Judge 
PownalL  QC  Judge  Byam.  Gilbert 
Gray,  QC  David  Bate.  QC  Mr 
Frederick  Forsyth,  Mr  John  Elseo- 
hanuner.  Rabbi  David  Goldberg, 
Professor  Bernard  Segal,  other 
barristers  and  family  ana  tri ends. 


Birthdays  today 


Mr  David  Abell,  chairman  and 
chief  executive,  Suier.  S3;  Mrs 
Valerie  Aggett,  former  Principal. 
Holbom  Law  College.  45;  Mr 
Michael  Bogdanov,  theatre  direc¬ 
tor,  57;  Mr  Clive  Brittain,  race¬ 
horse  trainer.  62;  the  Earl  of 
Buckinghamshire.  51;  Dr  SA. 
Checkley.  psychiatrist.  50;  Lord 
Croham,  78;  Sir  Graham  Dorey, 
Bailiff  of  Guernsey,  63;  Air  Mar¬ 
shal  Sir  John  Fitzpatrick.  66;  Miss 
Ida  Haendel,  violinist,  71;  Mr 
Gunnar  Haggtof.  Swedish  dip¬ 
lomat,  91;  Sir  Henry  Hardman, 
civfl  servant.  90;  Mr  Oliver  Heald. 
MP,  41;  Mr  Kevin  Hughes.  MP. 
43:  Mr  Don  Johnson,  actor.  46:  Mr 


Joe  Jordan,  football  manager.  44 
General  Sir  Frank.  Kitson.  69; 
Miss  Henrietta  Knight,  racehorse 
trainer.  49;  Deaconess  Dr  Una 
KroU.  writer  and  broadcaster.  70: 
Mr  David  McMurray.  Head¬ 
master,  Oundfe  School.  58;  Mr 
Oscar  Niemeyer.  architect.  88; 
Miss  Edna  0*Briea.  writer.  59;  Mr 
Brian  Roper.  Vice-Chancellor  and 
chief  executive.  University  of 
North  London.  46;  Commandant 
Anne  Spencer,  former  director. 
WRNS.  57;  Professor  Sir  John 
Meurig  Thomas.  Master,  Peter- 
house,  Cambridge.  63;  Professor 
M.H.F.  WQkms.  biophysicist. 
79. 


Two  polar  adventurers.  Sir  Ranolph  Hermes  and  Robert  Swan,  each  received  awards  from  the  Queen  at 
Buckingham  Palace  yesterday.  Sir  Ramriph,  SU  left,  is  the  first  person  to  receive  a  Polar  Medal  for  his 
exploration  of  the  Arctic  and  Antarctic  fora  second  time.  In  1964  he  was  awarded  the  Polar  MedaL  Yesterday 
he  received  a  Bar  for  the  medal  Mr  Swan,  who  walked  to  the  South  Pole  in  1989  and  to  die  North  Foie  three 

years  later,  received  foe  insignia  of  foe  OBE 


Today’s  royal 
engagements 

The  Duke  of  Edinburgh,  as  F^tron 
of  the  Outward  Bound  Trust  win 
attend  a  dinner  ai  St  James's 
Palace  ax  7.15. 


Receptions 

Portuguese  Ambassador 
At  a  reception  at  the  Portuguese 
Ambassador’s  residence  on 
Wednesday  the  Ambassador  pre¬ 
sented  the  Teixeira.-Gomes 
Translation  Prize  to  Professor 
Giovanni  Pontiero  for  bis  transla¬ 
tion  of  The  Gospel  According  to 
Jesus  Christ  by  Josk  Saramago. 
published  by  the  HarvQl  Press. 
Indrilertnal  Property  Lawyers* 
Organisation 

Mr  Justice  Jacob  and  Mr  Justice 
Laddie  were  the  guest  speaker  at 
the  inaugural  reception  of  TIPLO 
held  on  Tuesday  at  Lincoln's  Inn. 
Mr  Hugh  Brett  and  Mr  Tony 
Willoughby  also  spoke. 

Pattenmakers* 

Company 

The  Rev  Andrew  Pearson  offici¬ 
ated  at  a  carol  service  of  the 
Pattenmakers'  Company  held  yes¬ 
terday  a!  the  Guild  Church  of  St 
Margaret  Pattens,  Eastcheap.  Mr 
A.D.  Miller,  Master,  presided  at  a 
reception  held  afterwards  at 
Watermen's  Hail  and  made  a 
donation  to  Mr  AJ.  Chakrabarti 
towards  a  study  of  the  dev¬ 
elopment  of  foot  deformities  and 
their  effect  an  knee  symptoms. 

Appointments 

Mr  Doug  McAdam  to  be  Ambas¬ 
sador  to  Kazakhstan  from  March 
1996.  in  succession  to  foe  late  Mr 
Nod  Jones. 

Mr  John  Doble  to  be  High  Commis¬ 
sioner  to  Swaziland  from  February 
1996  in  succession  to  Mr  Richard 
Gazney  who  is  moving  w  a  new 
Diplomatic  Service  appointment 


Britannia  Royal 
Naval  College 


Rear-Admiral  J.P.  Clarke. 
Flag  Officer  Training  and 
Recruiting,  took  the  salute  at  a 
Passing  Out  Parade  held  yes¬ 
terday  at  Britannia  Royal 
Naval  College.  The  following 
officers  passed  out 
Dired  Graduate  Entry 
(Seamen): 

Sub-Lieutenants  A  Beesting,  T 
F  Byrne,  D  N  Chawira.  J  M 
Clark,  S  Field,  C  E  Greetham, 
S  FGroves,  S  S  Habgood,  M  A 
J  Moules.  C  Raeburn,  J  P 
Sheldrake,  K  M  Walsh,  A 
Welsh- 

Direct  Graduate  Entry 

(Supply 

Sub-Lieutenants  J  F 
Bagworth,  N  A  Gubar.  R  P 
Harris.  S  J  Pring. 

Naval  College  Entry  (Sea¬ 
men):  Midshipmen  M  J 
Aldridge.  N  J  Duncan,  S 
Tighe. 

Naval  College  Entry 
(Supply): 

Midshipmen  M  B  Cox,  A  M 
Gibbs. 

Naval  College  Entry 
(Engnaecxs): 

Midshipmen  P  D  Chambers,  J 
Chilton,  M  T  Goodship,  L  B 
Harrington.  M  A  Harrison,  S 
P  Mealing,  M  J  McCoy.  P  J 
Pipkin,  N  M  Sargent 
Direct  Graduate  Entry  80 
Flight  (POoQ: 

Sub-Lieutenants  G  R  Jones,  E 
J  Powell  S  W  Voriey. 

Direct  Graduate  Entry  80 
Flight  (Observers): 
Sub-lieutenant  T  S  Hutchins. 
Naval  College  Entry  80  Flight 
(PBo* 

Midshipman  D  H  Thomas. 


Naval  College  EutrySO  Flight 
Air  Traffic  Controller. 
Midshipman  J  R  Rawies. 
Direct  Graduate  Entry  82 
Flight  (Pilot): 

Sub-Lieutenants  R  L  Bradley. 
MAM  Campbell,  C  L 
Donegan,  T  W  Hayden.  S  A 
Hindmarch,  J  W  R  Rogers,  RJ 
Smith,  S  R  Straughan,  D  S 
Thom.  AC  Whithrm. 

Direct  Graduate  Entry  82 
Flight  (Observer): 
Sub-lieutenants  A  J  Hill,  N  D 
Roberts,  J  C  E  White. 

Direct  Graduate  Entry  82 

Flight  (Air  Traffic 

Controller): 

Sub-Lieutenants  P  E  Dennis, 
M  Dingwall- 

Naval  College  Entry  82  Flight 
(POofc 

Midshipmen  S  H  AIsop,  S 
Doubleday,  M  R  Nelson- 
Naval  College  Entry  82  Flight 
(Air  Traffic  Controller): 
Midshipmen  E  J  Clements,  N 
V  Krykunivsky. 

Special  Duties  Officers. 
Course  61: 

Sub-Lieutenants  R  G  Beard.  S 
B  Egerton,  M  A  Jones,  A  J 
Maifrn,  W  D  Roulledge.  M  D 
Singleton,  R  E  Smith,  D  J 
South,  DJ  Thomas. 
Internationals; 

Midshipmen  Ahmed  SuJeman  , 
ATMamari,  Ali  Adam  AT 
Maimani,  Ali  Suteman  Al-  1 
Rawahi,  S  L  Edgecombe,  F  D  | 
Gittens.  S  A  Harmon,  Khalki 
AF-Moqbali,  Khalki  Saeed  O 
Al  Hajri,  Khamis  Ali  Al- 
Sulaitni.  Mohammed  Ali  AT 
Wahaibl  M  Powell,  Saleh  M 
Al  Mansoori,  K  A  Smith, 
Sultan  Rashid  Al  NaimL 


Anniversaries 

BIRTHS:  Nero,  5th  Roman  Em¬ 
peror  AD54-68.  Antiam  (Antic}, 
AD  37;  George  Romney,  portrait 
painter,  DaltoD-in-Riniess,  Lan¬ 
cashire,  1734,  Charles  Cowtien 
Clarke,  critic.  Enfield.  Middlesex. 
1787;  Alexandre  Gustave  Eiffel, 
builder  of  the  tower  bearing  bis 
name.  Dijon.  2832;  Niels  Hnsai. 
phytitian.  Nobel  laureate  1903. 
Tdrchauz.  Faroe  Islands.  I860: 

Josef  Hoffmann,  architect  Pimilz, 
Czechoslovakia,  1870;  Maxwell 
Anderson,  iiiawmiv,  Atlantic. 
Pennystvania.  1888. 

DEATHS:  Jan  Venneer,  painter. 
Delft.  1675;  Isaac  Walton,  tbe 
“Father  of  Angling".  Winchester, 
1683;  George  Hk±es.  tbeotogiafl, 
1715;  Benjamin  StiHingfleet,  natu¬ 
ralist.  London,  1771;  Charles  Stan¬ 
hope,  3rd  Earl  Stanhope,  patinrian 
aid  man  of  science.  Chevening. 
1816;  Georg  Friedrich  Grotefend. 
scholar.  Frankfurt.  1853;  Sir 
George  Cayley,  pioneer  of  aero¬ 
dynamics.  Scarborough.  1857;  Sit¬ 
ting  BuB.  chief  of  the  Sioux,  on 
Grand  River.  South  Dakota.  1890; 
Gregory  Rasputin,  monk,  favour¬ 
ite  at  the  Russian  court,  murdered, 
St  Petersburg.  1916;  Wolfgang 
Pauli,  physicist,  Nobel  laureate 
19-S.  Zurich.  1958;  Charles  Laugh¬ 
ton.  actor.  Hollywood.  1962;  Walt 
Disney,  animated  cartoonist  and 
film  producer.  Los  Angeles.  1966. 
The  remains  of  Napoleon  Bo¬ 
naparte  were  deposited  in  Les  I 
Invalides.  Boris,  1840- 
Nylon  yarn  was  first  produced 
commercially,  Delaware.  1939. 

Tfie  Canadian  PaHiamwu  arinplnrl 

the  maple  leaf  as  the  official 
symbol  for  tbe  national  flag,  1964. 


Legal  appointments 

Grant  Judges 

Mr  Hxnotfay  Gordon  Pontius  to  be 
a  Grant  Judge,  assigned  to  foe 
South  Eastern  CircuiL 
Mr  George  Anthony  Ensor  to  be  a 
Circuit  Judge,  assigned  to  tbe 
Northern  Circuit. 


Marriages 

MrJJT-deJeag  . 

and  SAR  Princessc  Mana 
'OmaafTOrKassBra^hce 

The  marriage  took  place®  Sat¬ 
urday,  Novefflbff  4.  1995,  al  toe 
ChnfooftteJngjeriallnnaii^ 
de  Nossa  Senbora  da  Gttna  do 
Onfeiro,  R»  de  Janeiro.  BrariL  M 

Mr  Johannes  HessddcJOOg.  3® 

of  Mr  and  MisCbraeBsJ.de  Jong, 
of  Chelsea,  to  SAR  Pnnoesse 
Maria  Thereza  d'Orltons 


Forthcoming 

marriages 

Mr  DJL  Barker 
and  Miss  A.VJVL  Jones-Pfereott 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  David,  son  trf  Mr  and 
Mrs  Geoffrey  Barker,  of 


Hragntw.  rf=*rrgftter  flg  mWLum 

the  late  le  Prince  Pedro  Henrique 
(fOri&ms  Braganoe  and  of  La 
Princess*  Pedro  Henrique 
dthtezer  Bragance,  bora  SAR 
Princess®  de  BavierE. 

fttber  Dam  Jasfc  Vaz.  Bishop  of 

Rio  de  Janeiro,  officiated. 

MiMAI.Bbckb«ra 
and  Mbs  CJ.  Radkner 

Tbe  marriage  took  place  on  Sat¬ 
urday.  December  9.  in  Bomsty 
Abbey,  between  Mr  Mark  Hack- 
hum.  4HW  sco  of  Mr  and  Mrs 
Roger  Blackburn,  of  Oxford,  and 
Miss  Carey  Ftoflcoer.  ddea 

daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs  Michael 
Faulkner,  of  Romsey- 

MrJ.  Navani 
and  Miss  B-Shoham 

Tbe  marriage  took  place  at  Ful¬ 
ham  Raster  Office  yesterday,  of 
Mr  John  Navani,  scar  of  Rama  and 
fSsbin  Navani,  of  Fulham,  SW6, 
daughter  of 
ftq  Kumari  and  Pwsn  Kevalram 
Shahazn.  of  Karachi  (presently  al 
Bayswater,  W2  and  Belgravia. 
SWQ.  A  refipous  ceremony  took 
pb«  al  Hcrfy  Sindhi  Mamfir 
(Ttnipk^Ito  Carlton  Avenue  East, 
Wenrfrfey.  Middlesex  in  the  eve- 
mag.  There  win  also  bea  service  al 
St  MtotoewS’.  Bayswater.  on  Sat¬ 
urday.  December  16,  1995  al 
1030am.  Tbe  bride  was  given  in 
marriage  by  her  feaher. 

MrG.WA.Ned 
atnd  Mrs  M  A.  Nnrn  Mffibai 
Tbe  marriage  took  place  on  Fri¬ 
day.  November  24.  in  Km^ns- 
bTK^e.  of  Alexander  NeeL  son  of 
the  late  Mr  Edric  Ned  and  of  Mrs 
Mary  Ned.  of  Hampstead,  to 
Martha  Naim  MaKken.  daughter 
of  foe  late  Robert  Frank  Naim,  of 
Castle  Carey,  Guernsey,  and  of 
Mrs  Mary  Anna  Naim,  of  Boston. 
Massachusetts. 

Tbe  bride  was  attended  by  Eliza 
MflUkeo.  Mr  Mathew  Ned  was 
best  man. 


Luncheons 

HM  Government 
Mr  lan  Tang,  president  of  foe 
Board  ofTYade,  was  foe  host  at  a 
luncheon  given  by  Her  Majesty's 
Government  at  Lancaster  House 
yesterday  in  honour  of  the  Prea- 
dent  of  Ukraine. 

American  Chamber  ef 
Coamaem  (UK) 

Sir  Brian  GoswelL  President  erf  the 
American  Chamber  oF  Commerce 
(UKJ.  presided  at  the  Christmas 
luncheon  hdd  yesterday  -at 
Gnsvenor  House  in  support  erf  the 
Folbright  Commission.  Mr  James 
Moore,  executive  director  of  the 
iwBmi<aiii»T  also  spoke. 


I  ffanghter  nf  Mr  and  Mrs  Robert 
I  Jones-Poroa,  of  Lfansamffraid, 
Powys.  :  • 

Captain  AM- Bather  . 
and  MfesE-E  Utontpson 
■yhp  is  aonoimced 

between  Captain  Alexander 

|  Madean  Bather.  The  Qtteen'S 
Koval  Hussars  fTte  Owen's  Own 
and  Royal  Irist^.  son  cf  Mr  and 
Mrs  Cofin  Madean  Bather,  of 
Windtesbam.  Surrqr.  and  Emma; 
i*uti^hrer  of  Mr  and  Mis  Brian 

Thompson,  of  CotKnad.  Lfert- 
fordshire. 

MrG-C.  Desmond  ■  - 
and  Miss  J  A-  Fld^B 
Ttte  j-wgagemem  is  announced 
between  Garcfo.  son  of  Mr  and 
Mis  J.  Desmond,  of  Londonderry, 
md  Julia,  daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs 
j.W.  phDfips.  of  The  Wombourne 
Wodehouse.  Staffordshire. 

Captain  J  JS.  MtiEoen 
and  Miss  KJ.  Lavf90*43idc 
Tbe  engagement  is  anmmced 
between  Captain  James  McEoen. 
Soots  Guards,  son  of  Mr  Duncan 
McEuen.  of  Kensington,  and  of 
Mrs  Karen  Crocker,  of  Gnxdey 
Green.  Hertfoidtinre.  and  Kate, 

yminy  Ha»|JHw  cf  Mr  and  Mrs 
Charles  LawsovDtck.  of  Owston. 
Leioestashire. 

Mr  DJL  MorrioMarsbam 
and  Miss  V-M,  Ij^Bs 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Dominic,  younger  son  of 
Mr  Jack  Monts-Marsham,  of 
Ewen.  Gtoncesterahine;  and  Mrs 
Robert  Worfidge.  of  Bafo.  and 
Vonnica,  younger  dautfder  of 
Mrs  Kit  Inglis  and  the  late  Mtyjr 
CJtCtagbs,  of  Brecon. 

MrTJL  Regan 
and  Miss  SLL  Roe 
The  engagement  is  armoonced 
between  Tim.  elder  soi  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  Michad  Regan,  of  Doridng. 
Surety,  and  Samantha,  daughter 
of  Mr  Derek  Roe,  of  San  Francisco, 
California,  and  Mrs  Judy  Roe.  of 
Shipton-undre-Wycftwood.  Oxford- 
sbire- 

Mr  JJWLW.  Tearie 
jmd  MHeAXE.  RobbeGrifict 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  James,  elder  son  of  Mr 
and  Mrs  John  Tearie.  ofPadbury, 
Buckingham,  and  Ahoe.  daughter 
of  M  and  Mine  P.  RnWxsGriHef. 
of  Paris. 

Mr  A-B.  Totton 
and  MOe  L.M.  Castaxng 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Anthony,  younger  son  of 
Mr  and  Mrs  David  Totten,  of 
Ubbeston,  Suffolk,  and  Lanriane, 
daughter  of  M  Michd  Castaing. 
of  Paris,  and  Mine  Mane 
BiandieC  of  Chateanroux.  Ranee. 
Mr  JXLWibon 
and  Miss  S-Grabmn 
The  engaganent  is  announced  * 
between  Christopher,  youngest 
son  of  Mr  and  Mrs  Peter  Witeon, 
of  Branksonie  Parit.  POote;  Dorset, 
and  Suzanne,  daughter  of  Mr 
Colin  Graham,  of  East  Mofesey. 
Surrey,  and  Mirs  Jean  Graham,  of 
Wimbonte.  Dorset 


Medieval  magazine 
fills  a  wide  gap 


MEDIEVAL  studies  have  often 
been  seen  as  foe  poor  cousin  in  our 
past,  lacking  foe  immediacy  and 
detail  of  modern  history  and  the 
bold  clarity  of  foe  Roman  world 
(Norman  Hammond  writes).  Yet 
foe  period  between  AD  500  and 
1500  saw  the  birth  of  the  English 
nation,  as  wdl  as  foe  wider  impact 
erf  Islam,  the  Mongol  invasion,  and 
the  Black  Death  cm  Europe; 

Although  specialist  journals 
such  as  Medieval  Archaeology 
have  tong  flourished  in  this  field, 
there  has  been  a  dearth  of  more 
gensafinterest  magatines.  Now. 
wilh  foe  appearance  of  Medieval 
Ufa.  there  is  something  to  fiff  that 
millennial  gap. 

“Our  field  of  reference  is  the 
period  between  the  coflapse  of  the 
western  Roman  Empire  and  the 
Renaissance.  We  aim  to  present 
the  Middle  Ages  from  a  multi- 
drsapKnary  standpoint”  Chris 
Pickles,  the  editor  of  Medieval  Life, 


said.  The  magazine  is  mdepen- 
dadhr  financed  and  produced,  but 
has  foe  backing  of  foe  Game  for 
Medieval  Studies  at  foe  University 
of  York. 

The  first  two  issues  of  this  “new 
magazine  for  foe  Middle  Ages” 
include  articles  on  “ethnic  identity 
and  foe  origins  of  medieval 
Europe",  a  topic  with  aH  too  many 
contemporary  resonances,  the 
MacSodey  sea-kings  of  foe 
Weston  Isles,  and  Liverpool’s 
surprising  store  of  medieval 
treasures. 

“It  is  our  ambition  to  build  a 
bridge  between  foe  researcher  and 
the  general  reader  by  publishing 
images  and  ideas  not  readily 
accessible  elsewhere,  aral  tty  en¬ 
couraging  debate.”  Mr  Pickles 


Medieval  Life.  Rectory  End, 
Giffing  East,  York  Y06  4QI. 
(01439}  788410. 
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Evangeline  Bruce,  widow  of 
David  Bruce  and  author  of 
Napoleon  and  Josephine,  died 
on  December  13  aged  81.  She 
was  bora  on  November  27,  |9i4. 

EVANGELINE  BRUCE  was  a 

eteive,  kauiy  and  style 
wIki  lived  a  life  of  gleaming  success 
a«a  elegance,  interspersed  with  occa¬ 
sional  dark  pools  of  tragedy.  For 
neffi  *  decade  she  was  London’s 
outstanding  ambassadress,  having 
previously  performed  the  same  role 
in  Pans  and  in  Bonn.  Then,  for  a 
quarter  of  a  century  and  from  her 
fine  rambling  Georgetown  house, 
she  was  as  much  the  queen  of 
Washington  as  had  been  other  more 
ostentatious  ladies  of  previous  eras. 
She  reigned,  however,  by  understate¬ 
ment  rather  than  flamboyance. 

fit  the  spring  of  this  year  she  added 
a  large  and  unusual  jewel  to  the 
crown  by  producing  at  the  age  of  80 
as  her  only  published  work  a  cons¬ 
iderable.  acclaimed  and  scholarly 
study  of  the  marriage  of  Napoleon 
and  Josephine  and  of  the  surround¬ 
ing  scene  in  revolutionary  and  imper¬ 
ial  France.  She  had  been  semi- 
secretiy  working  on  the  book  for 
years,  and  its  success  would  certainly 
have  encouraged  her  to  continue 
research  and  writing  in  this  vein. 

This  was  not  to  be.  From  the  height 
of  this  success  she  plunged  into  the 
deepest  and  most  literal  of  the  black 
pools.  Two  mornings  after  the  launch 
of  the  book  she  woke  up  blind  and 
never  regained  her  sight  beyond  a 
slight  flickering  of  light  and  shade. 

Another  deep  and  dark  pool  was 
the  murder,  in  1976.  of  her  only 
daughter  (there  were  two  sons)  Sasha 
Bruce,  at  a  family  house  in  the 
Shenandoah  Valley.  The  blow  was 


Eric  Glass,  literary  and 
theatrical  agent  died  in 
London  on  December  4 
aged  88.  He  was  born  in 
Vienna  on  February  16, 
1907. 

FOR  almost  sixty  years  Eric 
Glass  presided  over  the  ca¬ 
reers  of  a  wide  variety  of 
international  writers,  actors 
and  directors  from  his  spa¬ 
cious  script-cluttered  eyrie 
perched  over  a  succession  of 
nightclubs  and  restaurants  at 
the  top  of  Berkeley  Square. 

*His  clients  were  British,  conti- 

t  nental  and  American,  ranging 
at  times  from  Richard  Tauber 
arid  Sir  Donald  Wolfit  to 
Edinund  Purdom  and  Edw¬ 
ard  Woodward;  from  Arthur 
Srfmitzler  to  Philip  King  and 
Falkland  L.  Cary;  from  Oscar 
.•Homolka  to  Roy  Plomley. 

His  delight  in  approaching 
a  deal,  and  his  inventive 
sagacity  in  clinching  it,  were  a 
byword  in  theatre  and  film 
circles.  Nothing  pleased  him 
more  than  the  watertight  con¬ 
tract  he  achieved  for  Peter 
Cotes,  the  original  director  of 
Agatha  Christie's  The  Mouse¬ 
trap  in  1952.  lt  proved  impreg¬ 
nable  when  director  and 
producer  famously  fell  out 
soon  after  the  opening.  Cotes 
declined  to  be  bought  off  with 
a  lump  sum;  despite  the 
blandishments  of  Richard 

'  Attenborough,  the  original 
star,  who  also  had  a  contin¬ 
uing  interest  in  the  produc¬ 
tion.  He  receives  his  royalties 

-  to  this  day,  43  years  on. 

Eric  Glass  was  born  in 

-  Vienna  and  his  accent  was 
forever  overlaid  with  a  gener¬ 
ous  helping  of  mittel  Euro- 

■  pean  cream.  His  father,  Adolf 
Glass,  was  Austrian,  but  his 
mother  Annette.  nie 


EVANGELINE  BRUCE 


JOHN  GILLETT 


not  made  lighter  by  the  primaiy 
suspect  being  the  daughter's  recently 
acquired  husband.  He  was  indicted 
but,  having  returned  to  his  native 
Greece,  was  not  extradited.  Evange¬ 
line  Bruce's  life,  therefore,  had  plenty 
of  shade  to  balance  the  brightness  of 
yie  light.  The  courage  with  which  she 
faced  these  vicissitudes  belied  the 
gossamer  side  to  her  appearance  and 
personality, 

Evangeline  Bell  (as  she  was  before 
her  marriage)  was  one  of  the  two 
daughters  of  an  American  diplomat, 
Edward  Bell,  and  an  English  mother. 
The  other  daughter,  now  Virginia 
Surtees,  the  author  of  several  notable 
studies  of  English  19th-century  fig¬ 
ures,  was  at  one  time  married  to  Sir 
Ashley  Clarke,  then  British  Ambas¬ 
sador  in  Rome.  Both  girls  were 
brought  up  in  an  international  and 
diplomatic  milieu.  “Vangie"  as  she 
mostly  came  to  be  called,  spoke 
English  with  hardly  a  trace  of  an 
American  accent,  although  her  soft 
low  voice  was  sufficiently  idiosyn¬ 
cratic  to  be  instantly  recognisable 
and  not  to  fit  into  any  “standard" 
category.  She  spoke  French  almost 
perfectly  and  possessed  acceptable 
Italian. 

She  was  educated  at  various  Euro¬ 
pean  schools,  did  courses  at  Radcliffe 
College  (now  incorporated  in  Har¬ 
vard)  and  then,  m  the  latter  part  of 
the  war.  worked  first  in  Washington 
and  then  in  London,  in  the  Office  of 
Strategic  Services.  There  she  encoun¬ 
tered.  and  indeed  worked  under,  her 
future  husband.  David  Bruce.  They 
were  married  in  1945.  Only  a  few 
years  ago  she  was  telephoned  by  an 
American  magazine,  which  was  run¬ 
ning  a  somewhat  portentous  survey, 
and  asked  whether  she  was  ever  sub¬ 
ject  to  sexual  harassment  during  her 


brief  working  career.  Her  reply  was  a 
good  example  of  her  liking’  for  a 
mordant  tease.  “Yes.  a  lot."  she  said, 
getting  her  interlocutor  very  excited. 
“Could  you  tell  us  by  whom?”  was  the 
next  tremulous  question.  “Certainly." 
she  answered  to  deep  disappoint¬ 
ment  at  the  other  end,  “almost 
entirely  by  Colonel  Bruce." 

David  K.  E.  Bruce  was  very  much 
a  Virginian  gentleman  who  had  been 


ERIC  GLASS 


at  Princeton,  had  been  on  the  fringe 
of  Democratic  politics  in  both  Virgin¬ 
ia  and  Maryland  between  the  wars 
and  had  married  fairly  young  the 
immensely  rich  Ailsa  Mellon.  They 
had  parted  during  the  war.  Although 
not  a  career  Foreign  Service  officer, 
he  began  his  glittering  and  profes¬ 
sional  Diplomatic  Service  soon  after 
the  Second  World  War.  He  was  at 
different  times  in  the  late  1940s  and 


1950s,  Ambassador  to  Paris  and  to 
Bonn  and  US  Representative  and 
godfather  to  the  Coal  and  Steel 
Community  in  Luxembourg. 

In  the  1960s  he  served  nearly  the 
whole  decade  as  an  outstanding 
Ambassador  in  London.  And  then,  in 
“semi-retirement",  he  conducted  the 
Vietnam  peace  talks  in  Paris,  opened 
and  headed  the  first  US  mission  to 
Communist  China,  and  was  finally 
Ambassador  to  Nato.  He  was  one  of 
the  most  skilled,  if  least  abrasive,  of 
the  American'  proconsuls  in  the 
plenitude  of  American  power.  He 
died  suddenly  but  quietly  in  1977  at 
the  end  of  a  Washington  luncheon 
party.  “It  was  just  as  though  he  had 
stepped  out  of  the  room  for  a 
moment."  as  someone  wrote  about  it. 

In  their  32  years  of  marriage 
Evangeline  Bruce  was  crucial  to  the 
success  of  all  these  missions.  In 
London  they  between  them  made  the 
embassy  at  once  a  very  serious  agent 
of  Western  unity  and  a  social  centre, 
spanning  the  spectrum  of  politics  and 
the  arts  and  much  else,  almost 
without  precedent  Yet  she  survived 
three  years  in  the  very  closed  Peking 
of  the  early  J970s  almost  equally  well. 

Although  greatly  saddened  by  the 
death  of  her  distinguished  husband, 
she  also  survived  her  IS  years  of 
widowhood,  whether  in  Washington 
or  London  (where  she  lived  in  Albany 
for  two  or  three  months  a  year),  or  in 
the  several  houses  which  she  rented 
for  many  Augusts  in  -Italy  (in  con¬ 
junction  there  with  her  friend  Mari¬ 
etta  Tree)  or  the  South  of  France.  In 
these  places  she  gave  a  vast  amount 
of  pleasure  to  her  many  friends  and 
was.  in  a  whimsical  rather  than  an 
organising  way.  an  irreplaceable 
Anglo-American  link. 

She  leaves  her  two  sons. 


Goldschmidt,  was  English,  a 
descendant  of  Baron  Lyon  de 
Symons  and  the  eminent  Brit¬ 
ish  philanthropist  Sir  Samuel 
Ellis,  a  founder  of  the  Great 
Western  Railway. 

Educated  in  Vienna,  where 
he  later  attended  university, 
the  young  Eric  was  a  frequent 
visitor  to  England  where  he 
had  many  relatives.  He  had 
shown  signs  of  being  a  musi¬ 
cal  prodigy,  giving  his  first 
piano  recital  in  his  home  city 
at  the  age  of  nine.  Throughout 
his  life  his  favourite  composer 
remained  Johann  Strauss  II. 
with  whom  his  mother  proud¬ 
ly  claimed  to  have  waltzed. 

However.  Glass  soon 
showed  more  interest  in  writ¬ 
ing  and  began  a  career  as  a 
journalist  and  theatre  critic 
On  his  London  visits  he  acted 
as  a  correspondent  for  various 
Austrian  newspapers. 


He  moved  permanently  to 
London  in  the  early  1930s  and 
established  his  agency  in  1934- 
Its  initial  premises  were  in 
Piccadilly  House.  Among  his 
many  early  schemes  was  the 
importation  and  promotion  of 
musicals  involving  colleagues 
encountered  during  his  Vien¬ 
nese  days.  Richard  Tauber 
appeared  as  Schubert  in  Blos¬ 
som  Time  and  as  Sou  Chong, 
his  famous  role  in  The  Land  of 
Smiles. 

In  1942  Old  Chelsea  was  “a 
musical  romance"  in  which,  in 
a  manner  akin  to  the  modem 
concept  of  “packaging".  Glass 
represented  Walter  Ellis  (au¬ 
thor  of  the  comedy  A  Little  Bit 
of  Fluff)  on  whose  book  it  was 
based.  Richard  Tauber,  the 
star  and  composer,  and  Ber¬ 
nard  Green,  who  provided 
additional  lighter  numbers. 
Tauber  and  Glass  insisted  on 


casting  the  young  Carol  Lynne 
as  the  little  milliner,  who 
brings  the  play  to  a  happy 
ending,  against  the  deter¬ 
mined opposition  of  the  impre¬ 
sario  Bernard  Delfont  whose 
first  production  it  was.  Even¬ 
tually  Delfont  gave  in  and 
later  he  married  Miss  Lynne. 

Glass  also  had  a  hand  in 
wartime  and  postwar  revivals 
of  White  Horse  Inn  and  Sum¬ 
mer  Song.  In  1942- he  married 
Blanche  Clarke  and  for  many 
years  they  presided  over  the 
business  from  two  massive 
desks  which  sat  side  by  side  in 
the  impressive  main  room  of 
the  Berkeley  Square  offices, 
both  desks  always  swamped 
in  letters,  contracts  and 
manuscripts. 

As  well  as  administering  the 
affairs  of  his  long  and  varied 
list  of  clients.  Glass  translated 
a  great  number  of  plays  into 
German.  Those  enjoying  ma- 

Ior  productions  included  texts 
>y  John  Drinkwaier,  Walter 
Ellis,  Jerome  K.  Jerome,  An¬ 
thony  Armstrong.  Roland 
Pfcrtwee  and  St  John  Ervine. 
Many  of  his  translations  are 
still  performed  in  Europe. 

The  firm’s  client  list  expand¬ 
ed  dramatically  when  Glass 
found  himself  appointed  rep¬ 
resentative  for  the  English 
speaking  countries  of  the  So- 
ciete  des  auteurs  et 
compositeurs  dramatiques. 

This  brought  under  his  ae¬ 
gis  the  estates  or  the  ongoing 
work  of  many  European  au¬ 
thors  including  Albert  Camus. 
Georges  Feydeau.  Andr£ 
Gide,  Sacha  Guitry  and  Jean 
Paul  Sartre.  A  colleague  once 
congratulated  the  agent  on 
representing  the  best  list  of 
dead  authors  he  had  ever 
come  across.  His  better- 
known  English  clients  over 
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Court  and  Social  Page 

Over  the  Christmas  period  the 
following  deadline  will  apply:- 
Notices  to  appear  on  Friday,  December  22nd; 

Saturday.  December  23rd;  Tuesday, 
December  2oth;  Wednesday,  December  27th 
should  be  received  in  writing  by  5pm  on 
Wednesday,  December  20th. 

ALL  NOTICES  ARE  ACCEPTED 
SUBJECT  TO  CONFIRMATION 

Tel:  0171  782  7347 
Fax:  0171 481  93U 


the  years  included  Rodney 
Ackiand,  for  whose  survival 
he  fought  during  Ackland’s 
unfashionable  years.  Patrick 
Cargill.  Vivian  Ellis.  William 
Douglas-Home,  Noel  Lang¬ 
ley.  Eric  Maschwitz  and  Wolf 
Mankowitz. 

One  of  Glass’s  longest 
struggles  for  a  play  was  over 
the  enduring  hit  Seagulls 
Over  Sorrento.  When  he  re¬ 
ceived  it  from  the  author 
Hugh  Hastings,  he  followed 
his  usual  custom  of  giving  it  to 
four  readers.  With  four  ad¬ 
verse  reports,  as  in  this  case,  it 
was  his  practice  to  return  any 
MS.  However.  Blanche  Glass 
picked  it  up  by  mistake,  think¬ 
ing  it  was  still  under  consider¬ 
ation.  and  read.it  through  the 
night  Told  that  it  was  a  reject 
she  protested  that  it  had 
something  “compelling".  Her 
husband  read  it.  He  agreed 
with  her  and  sent  it  to  the 
leading  West  End  producer. 
Hugh  TBinkie")  Beaumont, 
who  hated  it  its  all-male  cast 
and  its  working-class 
characters. 

For  two  years  Glass  tried  to 
arrange  a  production,  submit¬ 
ting  it  to  every  other  manage¬ 
ment,  touring  company  and 
rep.  As  with  the  much  earlier 
army  play  Journey’s  End.  it 
eventually  saw  the  stage  [of 
the  Comedy  Theatre)  in  one 
Sunday  performance  for  the 
Repertory  Players.  Kitty 
Black,  monitoring  it  for  Beau¬ 
mont,  immediately  insisted 


Auriol  Walkin,  OBE. 
university  lecturer  and 
magistrate,  died  on 
November  28  aged  77. 

She  was  born  on  March 
3. 1918. 

AU  RJOL  WATKI N  was  one  of 
the  country's  leading  authori¬ 
ties  on  the  treatment  of  young 
offenders.  Despite  the  fact  that 
she  never  had  any  children 
herself,  she  had  the  invaluable 
experience,  for  her  work  on 
the  Bench,  of  her  many  years 
as  a  university  lecturer  at 
Aberystwyth. 

It  was  as  a  senior  magistrate 
on  the  Talybont  (later  the 
North  Cardiganshire)  Bench. 
1955-8S.  that  she  was  first 
drawn  into  the  problems  of 
delinquency,  and  she  became 
chairman  of  the  Magistrates’ 
Association  Juvenile  Courts 
Committee.  1973-83.  She  had 


that  he  buy  it  in  spite  of  stiff 
opposition  from  the  fledgeling 
management  of  George  and 
Alfred  Black.  On  visiting  the 
agent's  offices.  Beaumont  was 
reminded  of  his  earlier  rejec¬ 
tion  and  Glass  achieved  a  fine 
contract  for  his  author.  Beau¬ 
mont  presented  the  play  with 
the  Blacks.  It  ran  for  1,551 
performances. 

Glass  showed  similar  faith 
in  the  early  work  of  the  young 
dramatist  Charles  Dyer  [Rat¬ 
tle  of  a  Simple  Man  and  The 
Staircase )  and  looked  after  the 
director  John  Dexter’s  affairs 
in  the  1990s. 

He  continued  to  run  his 
agency  with  an  intrigiiingly 
personal  touch;  yet  his  busi¬ 
ness  acumen  always  stayed 
sharp  under  his  avuncular 
manner.  He  and  Blanche 
fought  fiercely  and  imagina¬ 
tively  for  their  clients  and  had 
an  endearing  way  of  referring 
to  them.  Of  Sir  Donald 
Wolfit,  for  example,  they 
would  say  proudly:  “Ah 
yes,  Donald,  he  is  one  of 
our  dar links!” 

Blanche  Glass  died  in  I9S0. 
In  August  1983  Eric  married 
Janet  Crowley  who  joined  him 
in  running  and  expanding  the 
business  during  the  1980s  and 
1990s.  and  cared  for  him 
devotedly  during  his  pro¬ 
longed.  painful  and  complicat¬ 
ed  illness. 

She  survives  him.  as  do  his 
daughter  and  son  from  his 
first  marriage. 


John  Gillett,  MBE,  film 

critic  and  historian,  died 

on  December  8  aged  70. 

He  was  born  on 
September  28. 1925. 

JOHN  GILLETT  was  for  forty 
years  one  of  the  best-known 
figures  on  the  international 
film  festival  circuit.  His  mosr 
notable  contribution  to  film 
culture  was  his  work  in  intro¬ 
ducing  to  European  audiences 
the  long-hidden  historic  trea¬ 
sures  of  Japanese  cinema.  Last 
year  the  Japanese  Govern¬ 
ment  acknowledged  this 
achievement  by  decorating 
him  with  the  Order  of  the 
Sacred  Treasure,  with  Gold 
Rays  and  Rosette— an  honour 
rarely  given  to  foreigners.  The 
same  month,  more  modestly, 
he  was  appointed  MBE. 

John  Pfercy  Gillett  was  bom 
in  Ealing.  After  school  he  took 
a  secretarial  course  and  then 
worked  for  the  local  paper, 
hoping  to  fulfil  his  first  ambi¬ 
tion  to  become  a  music  critic 
His  passion  for  films  was 
already  strong,  however,  and 
he  moved  on  to  work  as 
information  officer  at  the  Brit¬ 
ish  Him  Academy,  a  small 
organisation  devised  by  the 
pioneer  film  historian  Roger 
ManvelJ,  which  was  eventual¬ 
ly  to  grow  into  the  present 
Bafta. 

,  In  1952  Gillen  joined  the 
British  Film  Institute  as  infor¬ 
mation  officer.  “I  found  I  was 
surrounded  by  information 
about  films  which  I  had  never 
seen."  he  recalled;  "So  from 
that  time  1  made  a  commit¬ 
ment  to  search  out  as  many  of 
these  films  as  1  could,  and  to 
present  them  to  audiences 
wherever  1  was  able." The  rest 
of  his  working  life  was  to  be 
spent  at  the  BFI.  latterly  as 
researcher  and  programme 
adviser  to  the  National  Film 
Theatre  and  the  London  Film 
Festival. 

The  first  major  season  he 
organised  for  the  National 
Him  Theatre,  in  1967,  was 
devoted  to  Buster  Keaton, 
until  then  quite  forgotten. 
Other  great  directors  of  silent 
cinema  resurrected  in  Gillett 
seasons  included  Ernst 
Lubitsch.  William  C.  de  Mille, 
Frank  Borzage,  Robert 
Siodmak  and  the  Russian 
film-maker  and  pugilist  Boris 
Barnet 

The  1957  National  Film  The¬ 
atre  season  “A  Light  in  the 
Japanese  Window-",  devised 
by  Derek  Prouse  and  Kashiko 
Kawakita.  proved  a  revelation 
for  him.  With  a  grant  from  the 
Japan  Foundation.  Gillett 
went  to  Tokyo  for  marathon 
viewings  of  the  holdings  of  the 
film  archives  there.  This  en¬ 
abled  him,  in  time,  to  pass  on 
his  discoveries  to  London  au¬ 
diences.  until  then  aware  of 
Japan  only  through  the  films 
of  Akira  Kurosawa. 

Gillett  was  to  reveal  the 
marvels  of  older  Japanese 
masters  —  Mizoguchi.  Ozu, 
Kin  os  hi  ta.  Gosho.  N  aruse. 
Shimizu.  Kobayashi.  Imai, 
Toyoda.  Unexpectedly  these 
seemingly  esoteric  presenta¬ 
tions  proved  far  better  box 
office  than  the  NFTs  more 
calcuiatedly  commercial  sea-, 
sons.  Throughout  the  1980s 


AURIOL  WATKIN 


progressive  views  about  the 
causes  of  delinquency.  Many 
of  the  children  appearing  be¬ 
fore  her,  for  instance,  charged 
with  shoplifting,  assault  and 
truancy,  came  from  middle- 
class  families.  She  blamed  the 
surprisingly  high  rate  of  of¬ 
fending  among  these  so-called 
good  families,  on  parents  ei¬ 
ther  ignoring  their  children,  or 
having  unrealistically  high  ac¬ 
ademic  expectations  of  them. 

Her  publications  concen¬ 
trated  on  truancy,  of  which 
she  had  experience  from  her 
days  as  a  schoolteacher.  Later, 
problem  university  students  at 
Aberystwyth  were  often 
passed  on  to  her,  as  one  vice- 
chancellor  put  it,  “to  see  if  she 
could  do  something  with  them 
before  they  were  asked  to 
leave".  She  was  proud  of  the 
fact  that  none  of  these  “prob¬ 
lems"  had  been  failures.  One 


became  an  MP,  another  a 
British  ambassador,  and  sev¬ 
eral  later  served  in  the  United 
Nations.  A  Cabinet  minister  in 
the  Far  East,  a  film  star  and  a 
conductor  of  a  silver  band  had 
all  been  under  her  wing. 

Margaret  Auriol  Griffiths, 
as  she  was  before  marriage, 
was  bom  in  Tumble.  Carmar¬ 
thenshire,  the  daughter  of  a 
mining  engineer.  Criminal 
law  ran  in  the  family  veins,  as 
did  the  spirit  of  public  service. 
Her  cousin  on  the  paternal 
side  was  Professor  GlanvilJe 
Williams  of  Cambridge,  an 
authority  on  criminal  law.  On 
the  maternal  side,  her  great 
unde  was  the  philanthropist 
Sir  Alfred  Lewis  Jones, 
founder  of  the  Liverpool 
School  of  Tropical  Medicine. 

She  was  educated  at  a  local 
school  at  Gwendraeth.  which 
was  particularly  noted  for 
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the  National  Him  Theatre 
offered  a  new  Japanese  season 
every  year:  afterwards  the 
programmes  were  packaged 
for  tours  to  other  world 
centres. 

No  small  part  of  the  success 
of  these  seasons  was  Gillen's 
persuasive  proselytising.  He 
wrote  well,  wisely  and,  above 
all.  enthusiastically  about 
films.  His  reviews  and  articles 
appeared  regularly  in  The 
Monthly  Film  Bulletin  and 
Sight  and  Saiiwd.  while  he 
contributed  reviews  of  film 
festivals  to  a  variety  .of  dailies 
and  weeklies.  With  an  impres¬ 
sive  musical  knowledge,  he 
was  notably  perceptive  about 
ihe  use  of  music  in  films. 

He  shared  his  vast  know¬ 
ledge  freely  and  generously. 
His  skill,  acquired  in  years  of 
festival-going,  for  unravelling 
complex  and  overcrowded 
programmes,  was  a  byword 
and  other  critics  relied  on  the 
ingenious  viewing  schedules 
he  would  work  out  to  ensure 
that  no  vital  screening  was 
missed. 

Gillett  was  a  man  totally 
without  malice,  and  incapable 
of  seeing  ill-will  in  others.  He 
survived  within  the  British 
Film  Institute,  innocently  un¬ 
touched  by  that  organisation's 
internal  politics  and  periodic 
upheavals. 

Unfailingly  polite,  incorrigi¬ 
bly  friendly,  his  disapproval 
was  reserved  for  bad  film¬ 
makers  (“The  man  doesn’t 
know  where  to  put  his  cam¬ 
era")  and  inadequate  film 
projection.  He  was.  indeed, 
the  terror  of  film  projectionists 
throughout  the  world,  appear¬ 
ing,  courteous  but  firm,  at 
their  door  the  moment  the 
focus  was  off  or  the  sound  too 
loud.  The  only  time  he  had 
been  known  to  pur  up  with  soft 
focus  was  at  the  Cannes 
Festival  some  years  ago  when 
the  gendarme  guarding  the 
projection  box  door  unbut¬ 
toned  his  holster  and  released 
the  safety  catch  of  his  pistol  as 
he  loomed  up. 

His  enthusiasm  remained 
unquenchable,  even  though  he 
had  grown  increasingly  ill 
during  the  past  year  or  so.  In 
October  he  attended  a  favour¬ 
ite  annual  event,  the 
Pordenone  Festival  of  silent 
cinema.  There,  though  barely 
able  to  walk,  he  was  overjoyed 
to  see  a  long-lost  early  film  by. 
and  starring,  one  of  his  idols, 
Ernst  Lubitsch-  This  was  to  be 
the  last  film  he  saw;  he  went 
into  hospital  the  next  day. 

He  remained  unmarried. 


producing  Welsh  rugby  inter¬ 
nationals.  She  then  gained  two 
degrees  —  in  economics  and 
political  science,  and  in  geog¬ 
raphy  —  at  the  University 
College  of  Wales.  Aberyst¬ 
wyth,  before  training  as  a 
teacher.  She  became  vice- 
president  of  the  students’ 
union  at  Aberystwyth  — 
women  being  at  that  time 
debarred  from  the  presidency. 

Appointments  followed  at 
schools  in  Neath  and  Cardiff, 
and  then  lectureships  in  edu¬ 
cation  at  the  university  col¬ 
leges  at  Swansea  ’  and 
Aberystwyth-  She  was  chair¬ 
man  of  foe  Talybont  Bench 
four  times.  On  retirement  in 
1988  she  was  made  vice- 
president  of  the  Magistrates’ 
Association.  She  was  appoint¬ 
ed  OBE  in  1985. 

She  is  survived  by  her 
husband.  Dr  Iestyn  Watkin. 


MRS.  CHRISTIE  FOUND. 

STAYING  AT  A  HYDRO- 
I  FROM  OUR  CORRESPONDENT.) 

HARROGATE.  Dec.  14. 

Mrs.  Agatha  Christie,  of  Sunrung- 
dale.  Berks,  who  left  home  on  Friday 
night.  December  3,  and  whose  motor¬ 
car  was  found  abandoned  at  Newlands 
Comer  early  next  morning,  was  found 
to-night  staying  as  a  guest  at  foe 
Hamogate  Hydro. 

Following  a  message  received  from 
the  local  police,  Colonel  Christie  trav¬ 
elled  to  Harrogate,  arriving  here  at  6  JO 
this  evening.  In  company  with  Inspector 
MacDowell  he  went  to  the  Hydro  and 
took  up  a  position  in  the  lounge.  After 
hatf-an-houris  wait  the  woman  who  was 
supposed  to  be  the  missing  woman 
tame  down  the  stairs,  and  Colonel 
Christie  at  once  recognized  her  as  his 
wife.  After  an  affectionate  greeting  they 
entered  foe  dining-room  together. 

Colonel  Christie  afterwards  stated 
that  Mrs.  Christie  was  suffering  from 
complete  loss  of  memory.  “She  does  not 


ON  THIS  DAY 

December  15, 1926 


One  of  the  early  detective  novels  by 
Agatha  Christie  is  entitled  The  Mysteri¬ 
ous  Affair  at  Styles.  Her  disappearance 
in  1926  was  an  equally  mysterious 
affair. 


know  who  she  is."  he  said.  “We  are 
hoping  to  take  her  to  London  to-morrow 
to  see  specialists,  and  that  after  rest  and 
quiet,  she  will  be  fully  restored.”  Colonel 
Christie  thanked  the  Press  and  also  foe 
police  for  their  untiring  efforts  to  trace 
his  wife. 

Mrs.  Christie  arrived  at  the  Hydro  on 
foe  night  of  Saturday.  December  4.  foe 
day  following  her  disappearance.  She 
had  with  her  only  an  attache  case.' She 


registered  in  an  assumed  name  and  was 
understood  to  have  come  from  Cape 
Colony. 

There  was  nothing  unusual  in  her 
appearance  or  manner.  She  took  her 
place  among  the  other  guests,  and  it  is 
stated  read  foe  newspapers  daily.  Last 
evening  someone  in  foe  Hydro  noticed 
that  there  was  a  resemblance  between 
her  and  a  photograph  of  Mrs.  Christie 
which  has  been  published. 

Hie  police  were  informed,  and  Super¬ 
intendent  MacDoweU  and  other  officers 
visited  the  Hydra,  and,  following  their 
observations,  foe  Surrey  police  were 
communicated  with. 

It  will  be  recalled  that  after  foe 
disappearance  of  Mrs.  Christie  a  letter 
was  received  from  her  by  a  brother  of 
Colonel  Christie,  living  at  Woolwich, 
stating  that  she  was  in  ill-health  and 
was  going  to  a  Yorkshire  spa. 

The  Surrey  police  communicated  with 
certain  centres  in  Yorkshire  and  satis¬ 
fied  themselves,  it  was  understood,  that 
she  was  not  then  in  that  county. 


THE  TIMES  TODAY 


FRIDAY 


Condon  condemns  Brixton  ‘thugs’ 

■  Sir  Paul  Condon,  the  Metropolitan  Police  Commissioner, 
last  night  launched  a  criminal  investigation  into  inflammatory 
speeches  which  he  claimed  incited  people  to  riot  and  attack  the 
police  in  Brixton  on  Wednesday  night 

Condemning  Thugs”  who  caused  £1  million  of  damage  and 
those  whom  he  accused  of  fanning  the  Barnes  of  hatred  with 
their  speeches  outside  Brixton  police  station,  he  said  speakers 
at  a  vigO  could  face  criminal  charges - Pages  1,  %  %  16, 17 

Major  reinforces  currency  doubts 

■  Britain's  doubts  over  a  single  European  currency  were 
reinforced  as  John  Major  arrived  in  Madrid  for  a  crucial 
summit  that  will  be  dominated  by  the  issue  of  monetary  union. 
He  said  there  had  to  be  a  full-scale  study  into  the  implications 
of  going  ahead  with  only  a  handful  of  countries ....  Pages  1, 10 


Peace  accord  signed 

The  Presidents  of  Bosnia,  Serbia 
and  Croatia  signed  the  Bosnia 
Herzegovina  Peace  Accord  in 
Paris,  formally  ending  a  conflict 
that  has  left  more  than  200,000 
dead _ Pages  1, 11 

Inflation  falls 

Inflation  fell  again  in  November, 
making  it  the  longest  peace-time 
run  of  low  prices  since  the  1930s. 
Underlying  inflation  stayed  at  £.9 
per  cent - - Pages  1, 21 

Loan  plans  put  off 

Controversial  plans  to  privatise 
student  loans  are  to  be  postponed 
by  a  year,  the  Education  Minister 
announced.  The  delay  will  pre¬ 
vent  the  adoption  of  a  new  system 
before  die  next  election . Page  2 

Charterhouse  head 

The  Rev  John  Whheridge,  42,  the 
senior  chaplain  at  Eton  College, 
is  to  be  the  new  headmaster  of 
Charterhouse.  The  previous  head 
was  alleged  to  have  consorted 
with  prostitutes - Page  2 

Polfyanna  cleared 

Pbllyanna  Peate,  accused  of  {till¬ 
ing  her  married  lover  after  he 
tried  to  end  their  10-year  affair, 
was  cleared.  She  left  court  hug¬ 
ging  her  husband - Page  S 

Venables  criticised 

Terry  Venables,  the  England  soc¬ 
cer  coach,  was  criticised  by  a 
county  court  judge  for  giving  evi¬ 
dence  that  was  at  variance  with 
his  autobiography. . Page  6 


Hounded  out 

The  executive  director  of  the 
League  Against  Cruel  Sports, 
who  is  accused  of  undemtining 
the  campaign  to  abolish  hunting, 
said  his  position  had  been  made 
untenable - Page  6 

Hospital  for  killer 

Stephen  Wilkinson,  the  killer  of 
Nikki  Conroy,  12,  who  was 
stabbed  to  death  in  a  Middles¬ 
brough  classroom,  was  sent  to  a 
hospital  for  the  criminally  insane 
[or  the  rest  of  his  life _ Page  7 

Medal  memories 

Mike -Logan  has  spent  his  life 
savings  mi  the  George  .Medal 
awarded  to  the  Air  Raid  Protec¬ 
tion  warden  who  saved  his  life 
durir.„.  bombing  raid  on.  Coven¬ 
try  in  October  1940 _ Page  8 

Metro  reopens 

Hopes  of  ending  die  French 
transport  strike  rose  as  parts  of 
the  Paris  Metro  system  briefly 
reopened  and  a  union  leader 
sought  negotiations - Page  10 

Floating  voters 

Up  to  a  third  of  Russian  voters 
have  not  derided  how  or  if  they 
will  vote  on  Sunday,  but  the  Com¬ 
munists  are  expected  to  win  most 
seats  in  the  Duma _ Page  12 

Backing  for  Wei 

Wd  Jingsheng,  the  Chinese  dissi¬ 
dent  sentenced  to  14  years  in  jail, 
is  considered  to  be  innocent  by 
some  of  tiie  guards  and  court 
officials  at  his  trial _ Page  13 


Island  of  hope  in  a  sea  of  traffic 

■  A  pile  of  scrap  metal  and  bollards  resembling  crashed  cars 
and  entitled  The  Island  of  Hope  has  been  installed  on  a 
roundabout  in  Telford  by  Wrekin  District  Council  It  paid 
£6,000  to  the  artist,  Marie  Evans,  and  spent  £24,000  on  re¬ 
routing  traffic.  The  work  was  funded  by  die  National  Lottery 
and  has  led  to  protests  to  Virginia  Bottomley _ Page  6 


A  bowler  hat  and  cane  described  as  one  of  Charlie  Chaplin's  favourite  sets,  bought  by  a  Swiss  museum  for  £44,750  at  Christie’s 


Telephones;  Consumers  should 
find  it  easier  to  take  their  telephone 
numbers  with  them  Mien  they 
switch  from  BT  to  rival  cable  firms, 
the  regulator  says _ Page  21 

Economy;  British  inflation  dipped 
for  the  second  month  in  a  row  and 
interest  rates  fell  across  Europe  in 
the  wake  of  the  British  cut  the 
previous  day _ Page  2) 

Forte;  Granada  said  it  could  boost 
Forte’S  profits  by  £100  million  a 
year  if  its  hostile  bid  for  the  hotel 
and  restaurant  group 
succeeds _ _ _ Page  21 

Markets:  The  FT-SE 100  index  rose 
92  points  to  dose  at  367L6.  Ster¬ 
ling’s  trade-weighted  index  was  un¬ 
changed  at  83.0  after  a  rise  from 
$1-5327  to  $1.5393  but  a  fail  from 
DM22221  to  DMZ2I97 . Page  24 


Cricket  England's  gamble  with  an 
inexperienced  attack  paid  divi¬ 
dends  on  the  first  day  of  the  third 
Test  in  Durban.  South  Africa 
scored  139  for  five  before  bad  light 
stopped  play - Page  40 

Rugby  union:  Will  Carling,  the 
England  captain,  led  the  way  into 
tiie  new  era  wheat  be  reached  agree¬ 
ment  with  the  RFU  over  a  profes¬ 
sional  contract _ — _ Pfrgc  40 

Athletics:  In  a  change  of  selection 
policy  for  the  Olympic  Games  the 
first  two  finishers  in  each  event  at 
foe  British  trials  win  be  guaranteed 

places  in  the  team - Page  40 

Football:  Jade  Chariton^  resigna¬ 
tion  as  manager  of  Ireland  still 
looks  the  most  likely  outcome  after 
the  team  was  knocked  out  of  the 
European  diammonship—Page  37  j 


Good  company:  Sam  Mendes. 
tipped  for  the  top  job  aMhe  Nat¬ 
ional,  did  his  chances  no  harm  with 
a  fine  Donmar  Warehouse  staging 
of  Sondheim's  Company  —Page  29 

Superb  return:  Directing  piano 
concertos  from  the  keyboard,  Dan¬ 
iel  Barenboim  played  at  the  Festi¬ 
val  Hall  in  a  concert  marking  the 
25th  anniversary  of  Sir  John 
Barbirolli’s  death _ Page  29 

Gallery  si  wan  A  new  exhibition  at 
the  National  Gallery  recalls  the 
evacuation  of  the  gallery’s  collec¬ 
tion  to  a  Welsh  slate  mine  daring 

the  Second  World  War Page  30 

Pop  on  Friday:  David  Sinclair  on 
Roxy  Music  collected;  Caitlin 
Moran  on  the  highs  and  lows  of 
1995;  Paul  Sexton  on  a  label  of 
“tasteless"  music _ Page  3] 


IN  THE  TIMES 

■  PUPPY  LOVE 
Dalmatians,  Disney, 
dog  lovers  and 

101  problems 

■  WIN  A  FAX 
Seven  Panasonic 
phone  faxes  to  be 
won  in  our  12  days 
of  Christmas 
competitions 


Vaferie  Grove  interviews  Jack  Efee, 
the  comic  in  a  collar  and  tie  who 
makes  a  joke  out  of  not  laughing 
and  whose  gags  are  more  juvenile 

than  he  is - ; - Page  14 

Backlash  to  grunge;  Women 
yearning  for  an  hour-glass  figure 
now  realise  that  a  sted  caring  and  a 
sharp  tug  of  the  laces  can  construct 
the  necessary  curves  in  seconds. 
Corsets  are  like  high  heels,  uncom¬ 
fortable  but  wonderfully  flattering 
—  and  they're  back - Page  15 


Giving  your  Rfe:  The  teaching  pro¬ 
fession  is  increasingly  aware  that 
heads  and  other  staff  are  being 
called  on  to  show  physical  courage 
in  dealing  with  violence  on  their 
premises - Page  33 


More  homeless  New  Yorkers  could 
freeze  to  death  this  win  ter  than  last 
Homeless-rights  advocates  need  to 
admit  that  not  every  person  who 
calls  himself  homeless  is  entitled  to 
an  apartment  at  public  expense; 
And  the  city  needs  to  make  sure 
that  enough  permanent  housing 
options  remain  open,  and  should 
put  in  place  a  rigorous  screening 
programme  to  ensure  that  only 
those  who  deserve  and  can  sustain 
the  housing  receive  it.  Meanwhile, 
officials  need  to  make  sure  that 
homeless  people  are  not  beaten 
bade  at  the  shelter  door  already 
two  have  died  weather-related 
deaths  —  The  New  York  Times 


preview:  Fresh  life  for  the  “day-ifr 
the-Iife”  format  in  a  took  at  The 
musical  Victoria  Coach  Station: 
Bus  Stop  (Channel  4,  8pm).  Re¬ 
view:  Lynne  Truss  feds  sorry  for 
Howard  Hughes- — 


Flames  of  greed  . 

The  people  of  Brixton  should  no*  be 
confused  with  this  criminal  fringe 
dement  wffidi  disgraced  their  com¬ 
munity  this  week . . 17 

Balance  the  budget 

Republicans  must  concede  part  of 
thefr  tax  proposals  and  the  Admin¬ 
istration  the  meal  for  greater  drscr- 
pline  cm  health  spending.  Then  a 
welcome  move  to  fiscal  responsi- 
hflrty  can  be  delivered  before 
Christmas. - - - — 

Lost  daylight 

The  Cabinet's  decision  to  try  to 
sabotage  John  ButierSTs  Private 
Member’S  Bill  on  dayligb  leaving 
time  is  another  sad  instance  of  the 
weak  will  ami  shortsightedness 
which  has  brought  John  Major’s 
Government  to  its  present  scary  '. 


PAUL  BARKER 

Is  what  happened  in  Brixton  really 
a  race  riot?  Dr  is  it  a  class  riot, 
bringing  together  the  poor  in  erne 
explosive  mix?  Many  of  the  rioters 


PHIUP  HOWARD 

Remember,  a  hamster  is  not  just 
for  Christmas.  It  is  just  for  Eriday 
—  and  possibly  just  for  Friday 
breakfast  The  point  of  pets  is  to 
teach  children  that  animals  are  se¬ 
rial  killers _ JPiuse  16 


T  have  said  a  thousand,  tunes, that 
power  should  be  used  upside 
down;  the  bigger  the  slice  of  it  foe 
more  wary  the  user  should  be,  and 
vice  versa.  And  when  it  comes  to  a 
Devon  bungalow  permission-gv- 
er.  the  very  tiniest  scrap  of  the 
heady  stuff  should  be  used  only 
with  the  head  immersed  in  a  bowl 
of  very  cold  water _ Page  16 


Evangefine  Brace,  author;  Jo.-> 
Gflktt,  film  critic  and  historian; 
Erie  Glass,  literary  and  theatrical 


"  ■  v-. 

,  ;  .  :d 


Knife  attacks;  Europe;  catching 
“mad  cow”  disease _ ; _ Page  17 


THE  TIMES  CROSSWORD  NO  20,039 


ACROSS 

I  Happen  it  will  get  wasted  on 
unknown  nag  (9). 

6  Publication  featuring  Hardy,  for 
one  (5). 

9  Born  out  of  wedlock,  but  one  sure 
to  succeed  (7). 

10  Alloy  with  two  metals  used  in  a 
medal  (7). 

11  "Be  acquainted  with  beauty",  said 
Swedish  chemist  (5). 

12  Not  as  well  organized  as  Jackson 

M- 

14  Nothing  splits  up  partnership, 
that’s  the  trouble  (3). 

15  Scripture  held  in  varying  rev¬ 
erence  as  a  source  of  control  (5,6). 

17  Unfaithful  just  after  tea,  say  (1 1). 

19  Some  have  to  be  critical  examin¬ 
ers  (3). 

20  Notice  girl's  prayer-hot*  (9). 

22  Bulb  could  be  lit  up  (5). 

Solution  to  Puzzle  No  20,038 


aaaas  asaasiiBBQ 
aQHBGaaaa 
EsmaaaaEiH  aaaua 
aaaasaoQ 
sgjqs-sei  qhssshss 
a  0  m  a  a  \s 
afflaBHaanffla  boss 
aaaaaaso 
0-aaa  aasaasaasa 
3  3  0  0  0  m 
asaosaas  maasais 
naaaafflan 
aaaau  unGaaasiici® 
aaaandfflffi 
aagggjaaaa  anama 


24  Sailor,  a  solitary  inhabitant  of  the 
deepen. 

26  Tell  island  about  Lawrence,  ini-, 
daily  (7). 

27  Poor  Edward  impriscffied  by  mar¬ 
shal  (5). 

28  Republic  harbours  chap  who's 
evasive  and  mercenary  (9). 

DOWN 

1  Tervnfl  upset  —  it's  a  gasl  (5). 

2  Somebody  incompetent?  (7). 

3  Henry  changed  Ireland’s  bad  luck 

(A5). 

4  Puppeteer  may  have  to  exert 
influence  clandestinely  (4.7). 

5  Stage  retreat,  ignoring  the  odds 
P). 

6  Drive  carriage?  Not  B  (5). 

7  Long-distance  traveller  wants 
road  to  be  given  subsidy  (7). 

S  Most  pleasant  stories,  after  get¬ 
ting  me  tucked  into  bed  (9). 

13  Take  a  trip  as  soon  as  unwritten 
article  has  been  accepted  (1 1). 

14  Having  got  exhausted,  scratched 

(P).  . 

16  English  instructor  depresses  a 
number  erf  voters  (9). 

18  Catch  up  5  points  (7). 

19  Luxurious  residence,  hone  for 
criminal  (7). 

21  Plant  with  green  leaves,  varie¬ 
gated  with  gold  and  cream  (5). 

23  Man  still  spoken  erf  (5). 

25  Mischievous  creature  in  the 
money?  Penniless,  in  feet  (3). 


For  tfw  bloat  region  ty  radon  forecast,  24  houa 
a  day.  dial  0891  500  tofcwod  by  the  appropriate 
code: 

□neater  London- _ _ _ _ _ 701 

KanUkirey, Sussex - 702 

Dorset  Hats  &  KJW _ _ _ _ _ 703 

Dam  &  Corneal  — . _ _ _ _ 704 

WMB,gOUB/MMtSomB. _ _ _ _ 705 

Borks^ucfcs.Oxon  • — - — - _ 706 

Bedsjtetts  S  Essex - 707 

NorWc,SuffqKC3mba - 708 

Wrist  MU &5thGSam& Gwent _ 709 

Strops^torekfc  &  Woes  _ _ 710 

Central  Mldands - 711 

East  Wdtends _ 712 

Urea  S.  Humberside  - _ _ _ 713 

W&S  Tories  &  Deles - 717 

NE  England _ _ _ _ 718 

Cumbr&slalieDtetnct _ _ _ 719 

SWSootfend - 720 

W  Central  ScOSand . . 721 

BfiiSRIailjOtftan&BortterS— . . — _  722 

ECertr^Scdtarid _ 723 

Caitfxies8,C>faiey&  7*3 

N  Ireland - 727 

Weathenad  is  charged  at  3Eto  per  minute  (cheap 

«Se)  and  49p  permnute  at  at  oJher  frees. 


For  me  latest  M  traJfitfroadwxta  Wormatao. 
24  hours  a  day,  dial  0336  401  toUowed  by  the 
appropriate  code: 

London &SE  traffic,  roadworks 

Area  within  MS - 731 

Etoo^Hertaffleds/Bude/S'sta/Qwn _ 7SB 

KanKKJnayrSusfiffltfHante _ _ _ _ _ „734 

M2S  London  Orbital  only _ 736 

National  traffic  and  raadarorfcs 

National  motorways  - . 737 

Wast  Camay _ 738 

Wales - 730 

Midlands _ 740 

East  Anglia. - 741 

Nontwrest  England _ 742 

North-easi  Engand - - - 743 

ScoSand _ 744 

Northern  Ireland _ _ _ 745 

AA  Roadwatch  Is  charged  at  39p  per  minute 
(cheap  rate)  and  49p  per  mireite  at  ad  otter  times. 


Stuck? 
Try  this  one 

A  seven  letter  word 
for  electrical  savings. 

Talk  to  Eastern  for  a  batter  deal 

0800997755 


□  General:  England  and  Wales  will 
have  a  mainly  cloudy  day  with  the 
best  of  any  brightness  in  the  West 
Eastern  areas  may  have  a  tew 
scattered  showers  and  there  will  be 
some  wintry  showers  along  the  south 
coast  Elsewhere  it  wilt  be  mainly  thy. 
Remaining  very  windy  in  the  South. 

Scotland  and  Northern  Ireland  will 
have  a  largely  dry  day.  The  brightest 
places  will  be  central  and  western 
areas.  The  doudier  spots  will  be  along 
the  eastern  side,  where  there  may  be 
the  odd  shower.  Winds  wHJ  be 
generally  light  from  the  East 

□  London,  SE  England,  E  Anglia, 
Central  S  England:  cloudy,  a  few 
wintry  showers.  Wind  northeast  fresh 
or  strong.  Very  cold  in  wind.  Max  4C 
(39F). 

□  E  Midlands,  W  Midlands,  N 
Wales,  NW  England,  Lake  District, 
Isle  of  Man,  Central  N,  SW  Scot¬ 


land:  mostly  dry,  bright  spells.  Wind 
northeast,  moderate.  Max  6C  (43F). 

□  E  England,  NE  England,  Bor¬ 
ders:  mainly  dry,  a  few  brighter  spells. 
Wind  east,  moderate.  Max  6C  (43F). 

□  Channel  Isles,  SW  England,  S 
Wales:  some  bright  spells,  a  few 
showers.  Wind  northeast,  fresh  to 
strong.  Max  5 C  (4 IF). 

□  Edinburgh  &  Dundee, 
Aberdeen,  Central  Highlands,  Mo¬ 
ray  Firth,  NE  Scotland,  Orkney, 
Shetland:  mainly  dry,  bright  intervals. 
Wind  east,  gentle.  Max  6C  (43F). 

□  Glasgow,  Argyll,  NW  Scotland, 
N  Irefemd:  bright,  some  sunshine. 
Wind  east,  light  or  gentle.  Max  7C 
(45F). 

□  Outlook:  mairrfy  dry  with  the 
brightest  weather  likely  in  the 
northwest. 
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a*CM  conditions 


Chan9fs  tochart  below  from  noon:  high  J,  centred  over  the  Northern  Isles,  J 
will  manteinits  position  and  central  pressure,  bow  Y  win  push  east  '  * 
and  deepen.  Low  p  will  travel  northeast  and  lose  its  identity 
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Inflation  fall 
adds  to  joy 
for  exporters 


By  Janet  Bush 
economics 

CORRESPONDENT 

LONDON'S  financial  mar¬ 
kets  were  cheered  on  two 
fronts  yesterday  with  British 
inflation  falling  far  the  sec¬ 
ond  month  in  a  row  and 
interest  rates  falling 
throughout  Europe,  bring¬ 
ing  good  news  for  British 
exporters. 

Headline  retail  price  infla¬ 
tion  edged  down  to  3.1  per  cent 
in  November,  from  3.2  per 
cent  in  October,  according  to 
the  Central  Statistical  Office 
(CSO).  This  was  slightly  better 
than  tiie  unchanged  rate  the 
City  had  anticipated. 

The  rate  of  underlying  infla¬ 
tion  held  steady  at  2.9  per  cent, 
while  the  RPIY  measure, 
which  exdudes  mortgage  in¬ 
terest  payments  and  indirect 
taxes,  was  unchanged  at  24 
per  cent  The  Treasury  was 
quick  to  point  out  that  under¬ 
lying  inflation  has  been  below 
4  per  cent  for  38  consecutive 
months,  the  longest  period  of 
law  inflation  in  peacetime 
since  the  1930s. 


THE  Central  Statistical  Office 
said  the  electricity  rebate  of 
about  £50  due  to  the  National 
Grid  sale  wiD  have  no  iinpari 
on  the  retail  prices  index.  In¬ 
stead  of  counting  it  as  a  price 
fall,  the  rebate  is  being  record¬ 
ed  as  a  transfer  of  income  from 
electricity  companies  to  con¬ 
sumers.  The  decision  was  unex¬ 
pected  in  tiie  City  which  was 
expecting  the  rebate  to  be 
recorded  as  a  (nice  cut.  This 
would  have  taken  1  to  15  per 
cent  off  the  headline  rate  of 
inflation  early  next  year,  add¬ 
ing  the  same  amount  in  the 
spring  of  1997.  This  would  have 
meant  inflation  was  rising  just 
before  a  1997  election. 

Pennington,  page  23 


These  figures  added  lustre 
to  the  trio  of  good  news  on 
Wednesday  with  another  fall 
in  unemployment,  a  rise  in 
retail  sales  and  an  interest  rate 
cut  On  top  of  this,  however, 
came  a  round  of  interest  rate 
cuts  in  Europe. 

The  Bundesbank  yesterday 
cut  its  discount  rate  fay  half  a 


% 


Secret  forecasts 
fuel  doubt  over 
George’s  advice 

By  Anatole  Kaletsky,  economics  editor 


EDDIE  GEORGE.  Governor 
of  the  Bank  of  England,  frees 
new  strains  in  Ids  difficult 
relations  '.  with  Parliament 
after  the  unexpected  publica¬ 
tion  of  previously  secret  de¬ 
tails  of  die  Bank’s  inflation 
forecasts.  The  figures  cast 
farther  doubt  on  Mr  George's 
explanations  of  his  monetary 
advice  to  the  Chancellor,  and 
undercut  a  statement  he  made 
to  the  Commons  Treasury 
Committee  a  week  ago. 

Sir  Thomas  Arnold,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  committee,  yester¬ 
day  said  he  planned  to  write 
to  Mr  George  to  demand  an 
explanation  of  figures  in  a 
research  feature  in  yesterday's 
Financial  Times.  Matthew 
Carrington,  a  Tory  MP  on  file 
committee,  said  he  would 
now  press  for  full  disclosure 
of  derailed  inflation  forecasts 
that  the  Bank  shows  only  as 
an  imprecise  chart  in  its 
quarterly  Inflation  Report 
These  inflation  forecasts  have 
repeatedly  been  cited  by  the 
Governor  as  a  key  consider¬ 
ation  in  his  advioe  on  interest 
rates.  The  City  and  MPs  have 
.often  demanded  publication 
of  Bank  forecasts,  but  the 
Bank  has  refused  —  most 
recently  in  Mr  George's  ap¬ 
pearance  before  the  Treasury 
Committee  last  week. 

Yesterday,  however,  the  de¬ 
tailed  inflation  figures,  includ¬ 


ing  the  Bank's  latest  full  pro¬ 
jections  for  the  period  to  the 
end  of  1997,  were  published 
with  Bank  approval  To  con¬ 
fuse  matters  further,  a  Bank 
spokesman  said  this  was  “a 
one-off  decision'*  and  no  more 
would  be  published. 

The  figures  showed  that 
until  Wednesday's  cut  in  base 
rates,,  the  Bank  was  even 
more  pessimistic  about  infla¬ 
tion  than  generally  assumed. 
In  the  November  Inflation 
Report  the  Bank  said  it 
expected  inflation  to  “fan  to¬ 
wards.  but  remain  just 
above**,  the  official  target  of 
25  per  cent  In  fact  the  Nov- 
■  ember  forecast  showed  infla¬ 
tion  of  2-7  per  cent  in  each 
quartexof 1997.  This  unexpect¬ 
edly  high  forecast  made  it  all 
the  more  surprising  that  Mr 
George  felt  able  to  recom¬ 
mend  a  rate  cut  this  week.  It 
fuelled  suspidans  that  he  had 
succumbed  to  pressure  from 
the  Chancellor  in  recent  days. 

Last  week,  Mr  George  told 
the  Treasury  committee  that 
he  would  recommend  a  rate 
cot  only  if  “very  confident" 
that  inflation  in  two  years’ 
time  would  be  below  25  per 
cent  However,  in  explaining 
Wednesday's  rate  cut  be  said 
cuts  would  be  recommended 
"if  we  are  more  confident  than 
not  that  we  will  achieve  (be 
inflation  objective’’. 


point  to  3  per  cent  and  its 
Lombard  rate  by  the  same 
margin  to  5  per  cent  These  are 
the  first  cuts  in  official  Ger¬ 
man  rates  since  August  and 
triggered  easier  money  in 
Belgium,  The  Netherlands, 
Austria  and  Denmark  The 
Swiss  National  Bank  antici¬ 
pated  the  German  move,  an¬ 
nouncing  a  few  minutes 
earlier  that  it  was  cutting  its 
discount  rate  to  15  per  cent 
from  2  per  cent 

The  German  move  was  a 
somewhat  unexpected  fillip 
for  the  markets.  Although  a 
German  rate  cut  was  widely 
expected,  some  economists  felt 
that  the  Bundesbank  might 
delay  the  derision  until  early 
in  the  new  year. 

As  it  was.  Hans  Tietmeyer, 
the  Bundesbank  president, 
said  the  issue  had  been  hotly 
debated  for  the  last  three 
meetings  of  the  policy-making 
council,  and  that  it  had  been 
decided  to  leave  the  decision 
until  its  new  money  supply 
target  was  set 

The  Bundesbank  set  a 
broader  target  for  its  main  M3 
money  supply  measure  of  4  to 
7  per  cent  from  this  year's  4  to 
6  per  cent 

In  London,  the  FT-SE  100 
index  of  leading  shares 
jumped  to  a  trading  all-time 
high  of  3,683.7  after  the 
Bundesbank  news.  There  is 
deep  scepticism  in  the  stock 
market  that  the  Government 
will  be  able  to  hit  its  3  per  cent 
growth  target  next  year,  with 
particular  concern  about  the 
Treasury’s  optimistic  predic¬ 
tions  for  British  exports.  Euro¬ 
pean  rate  cuts  may  help. 

By  the  dose,  the  FT-SE  had 
lost  some  of  its  gains,  ending 
92  points  higher  at  3,671.6. 
Sterling  held  unchanged  on  its 
effective  index  at  83.0  and  gilts 
dosed  modestly  higher. 

The  biggest  contribution  to 
tire  drop  in  the  headline  rate  of 
inflation  was  failing  motoring 
costs,  largely  due  to  second¬ 
hand  car  prices.  There  was 
also  a  fall  in  petrol  prices 
between  October  and  Novem¬ 
ber.  Other  downward  effects 
came  from  prices  for  food, 
household  goods  and  alcohol. 

Mam/  City  analysts  now 
believe  that  inflation  has 
peaked  and  will  continue  to 
slide  over  the  months  ahead. 
The  CSO  estimated  yesterday 
that  the  net  effect  on  the  RPJ  of 
November's  Budget  excise 
duty  changes  will  be  0.14  per 
cent  off  the  annual  rate  of 
headline  inflation  because 
they  were  not  ais  lajge  as  in  the 
previous  Budget 

In  addition,  there  will  be  a 
downward  effect  of  0.23  per 
cent  as  the  previous  Budget's 
reduction  in  mortgage  interest 
tax  relief  falls  out  of  the 
annual  comparison,  and  the 
RPI  will  additionally  be  de¬ 
pressed  by  recent  cuts  in 
mortgage  rates.  A  half-point 
cut  in  mortgage  rates  usually 
takes  0325  per  cent  off  head¬ 
line  [nflation- 


Wanning  up  for  take-offi  Sir  Freddie  Laker  yesterday  launched  the  Laker  Vacations  broch 
holiday  brochure  is  based  on  flights  on  his  newly  formed  US  flap  carrier  Laker  Airways  I 
destinations  in  Florida  (Orlando  and  Fort  Lauderdale)  and  mainland  Britain  (Gatwick.  Manch 


ure  in  London.  The 
Inc  It  flies  between 


(Gatwick.  Manchester  and  Prestwick) 


BT  ordered  to  pay  portability  costs 


By  Eric  Reguly 


THE  Monopolies  and  Merg¬ 
ers  Commission  has  endorsed 
phone  number  portability, 
which  will  allow  customers  to 
keep  the  same  number  when 
they  change  to  competing 
companies,  and  ruled  that 
British  Telecom  should  bear 
most  of  the  costs  of  implement¬ 
ing  the  system. 

Don  Cruickshank,  the  Di¬ 
rector-General  of  Commun¬ 
ications,  said  the  report, 
published  yesterday  marks  “a 
good  day  for  customers”.  Brit¬ 
ain  is  believed  to  be  the  only 
country  in  the  world  to  put 
number  portability  in  place. 


Mr  Cruickshank.  however, 
accused  BT  of  foot-dragging, 
claiming  that  it  has  had  the 
technological  ability  for  three 
years  but  resisted  doing  so, 
probably  for  fear  of  losing 
market  share.  He  said:  “I  feel 
sorey  that  something  custom¬ 
ers  have  wanted  so  much  has 
been  delayed  for  so  long.” 

BT  welcomed  the  commis¬ 
sion's  findings.  The  company 
had  feared  it  might  have  to 
bear  all  the  costs  —  the  MMC 
said  it  should  absorb  70  per 
cent-  BT  also  considered  the 
report  a  moral  victory  in  its 
ongoing  turf  war  with  Mr 


Cruickshank.  It  said  the 
MMC  has  supported  its  argu¬ 
ment  that  the  Director-Gener¬ 
al  alone  “should  not  have 
discretion  in  deriding  who 
should  bear  the  costs". 

The  cable  companies  expect 
portability  to  lead  to  r  .  -les 
bonanza.  They  consider:!  a 
customer's  previous  inability 
to  keep  the  same  number 
when  (hanging  operators  a 
significant  competitive  barri¬ 
er.  The  cable  industry,  already 
winning  about  50,000  custom¬ 
ers  a  month  from  BT,  said 
portability  will  increase  that 
growth  rate  by  30  per  cent 


BT  estimated  that  it  would 
cost  about  £220  million  to 
introduce  portability.  About 
£40  million  would  be  spent  on 
reprogramming  the  network 
to  make  it  technologically 
feasible.  The  rest  would  cover 
the  administration  expense  of 
deleting  a  customer  from  the 
BT  system  and  the  “convey¬ 
ance"  cost  of  re-routing  the  call 
to  a  competitor’s  exchange. 

Customers  may  actually  be 
charged  a  fee  to  switch  opera¬ 
tors.  but  both  BT  and  Oftel 
thought  it  would  be  minimal. 

Pennington,  page  23 


Business 

Today 


-STOCK  MARKET 
INDICES 


FT-SE  100 _ 

Y«W. 


3671.6 

3l93% 


(+9.2) 


FT-SE  AAB  share  1790.73 


Kfidffif -  19499.30 (+^15.8^ 

New  Yoric 

Dot*  Jones _  5205.27 

S&P  Composite  61&86  (- 


SW  (5»,.%) 
11 1»»*  fllteV 

6JJ7%*  (6/ 


Federal  Funds-.. 

Long  Bond _ 

...  LONDON  MONEY 


3-mth  Interbank . 
Lite  I 
future  I 


(&■«%) 
111««  (Ill1*) 


STERLING 


New  York: 
S. 


London; 
$. 


DM_ . . 

FFr _ 

SFr . . . 


Yen. 

£  Index. 


1-5421 

22192 

7.8480 

1.7939 


(1.5340) 
1 1-5325' 


Pi 


8045) 


-  156.51  (155-87) 

-  83.D  (83.0) 


iJfcft  i  'll 


London: 

DM 


_  1.4408* 

FFr _  4.9601* 

SFr -  1.1635*  (1.15 

Yen _  101.40*  (101.55) 

$  Index -  94.1  (94.4) 

Tokyo  dose  Yen  101.80 

1-  r  r  ' 

'rM  JtofirHfiCAOtL'  r- 

Brent  15-day  (Feb)  $17.45  ($17.40) 

'  •"  ’ .  'Cold '  \ 

London  dose.-..  $38535  ($387.85) 

*  denotes  midday  trarteg  price 


Running  out 

The  CBI  believes  that  the 
recovery  in  manufacturing 
could  “run  out  of  steam"  in 
the  new  year.  Although  the 
findings  of  the  latest  monthly 
trends  survey  from  the  CBI 
were  drawn  before  this  week's 
quarter-point  interest  rale  cut 
business  leaders  believe  that 
the  cut  will  little  if  any 
difference.  Page  22 

Fewer  calls 

Sales  of  mobile  phones  in  the 
festive  season  have  failed  to 
meet  expectations  in  the 
industry,  according  to  Cellnet 
the  operator  40  per  cent 
owned  Ity  Securicor. 

Page  26,  Tempus  24 


Granada  Forte  cuts 
‘would  save  £100m’ 


By  Eric  Reguly 


GRANADA  said  yesterday 
that  it  could  boost  Forte’s 
profits  by  £100  million  a  year, 
with  modi  of  the  gain  coming 
through  cost  cutting,  if  its  £33 
billion  hostile  bid  succeeds. 

Granada  said  tiie  extra  in¬ 
come  would  come  through 
redundancies,  higher  hotel 
prices  and  combining  Grana¬ 
da’s  own  purchasing  power 
with  Forte’s. 

Gerry  Robinson.  Granada's 
chief  executive,  refused  to  be 
drawn  on  the  number  of 
redundancies  under  consider¬ 
ation,  but  suggested  that  man¬ 
agement.  not  workers  such  as 
chefs  and  cleaners,  would  get 
hit  hardest  “This  is  a  very  top 
heavy  organisation,”  he  raid. 

The  profit  improvement 


forecast  was  made  in  response 
to  Forte's  defence  document, 
released  on  Friday,  which 
predicted  that  pre-tax  profits 
in  the  current  year  would  rise 
46  per  cent  to  £185  million  or 
14.  Ip  per  share. 

Granada  also  attacked  For¬ 
te’s  plans  to  demerge  the 
restaurants  business,  saying 
that  they  would  Lose  their 
collective  buying  power. 

Forte  said  it  was  becoming 
apparent  that  Mr  Robinson  is 
more  of  a  cost  cutter  titan  a 
builder  of  companies.  It  said  it 
would  have  to  fire  4.000  to 
5,000  employees,  or  about  10 
per  cent  of  its  workforce,  to 
save  £100  million. 
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Angry  BA  to  challenge 
Iberia  rescue  package 

By  Marianne  Curphey  and  Harvey  Elliott 


.4  ■■ 


THE  European.  Commission 
has  approved  a  £460  nulhon 
•  rescue  package  to  rave  Iberia, 
the  Spanish  stale  airline,  from 
the  threat  of  bankruptcy. 

The  proposals,  which  re¬ 
quire  the  airline  to  dispose  of 
its  key  Latin  American  assets, 
indudxng  nearly  90  per  cent  of 
.  its  stake  in  Aerotinas  Argenti- 
lias,  was  immediately  de¬ 
nounced  as  ‘‘making  a 
mockery  of  competition”  by 
two  of  the  UK's  largest 
commerical  airimes. 

British  Airways,  which  has 
been  fighting  state  -aid  for 
.  Europe^  airlines,  said  it- was 
drawing  up  pians  to  challenge 
the  decision.  British  Midland 
said  .the  cash  injection  was 
“equivalent  to  our  full-year 
turnover”. 

. .  Nrit  Krrrnnrit,  the  European 
.Transport  Commissioner, 
said  the  Commission  had 


agreed  in  principle  to  allow 
the  Spanish  Government  to 
inject  87  billion  pesetas  into 
the  airline.  He  said  that  a 
further  £100  million  could  be 
granted  in  1997. 

Sir  Colin  Marshall,  BA 
chairman,  accused  Mr 
Kinnock  of  buckling  under 
political  pressure  from  Spain. 
He  said:  This  decision  is 
going  to  set  bade  the  moves 
towards  an  open  market  in 
Europe.  It  is  plainly  an  absurd 
decision  and  one  we  will  fight 
as  strongly  as  we  can.” 

This  ts  not  the  first  time 
Iberia  has  been  helped  by  the 

EC  Since  1990  the  airline  has 

received  £670  million  m  aid. 

Recent  years  have  seen  contro¬ 
versial  Commission  approval 
of  cash  injections  to  Air 
France,  Greece's  Olympic  Air¬ 
ways.  TAP  Air  Bariugal  and 

Ireland’s  Aer  Lin  gus. 


Asda  to  take  rival  vouchers 


By  Sarah  Ragnau. 

ARCHIE  NORMAN,  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive  of  Asda,  stepped  up  the 
battle  for  the  lucrative  family 
Christmas  shop  by  offering  to 
accept  vouchers  issued  by  any 
rival  supermarket  group  in  its 
207  stores. 

The  news  came  as  Asda 
revealed  a  sharp  rise  in  like- 
fbr-like  sales,  outstripping  all 
the  competition,  and  a  better 
than  expaled  leap  m  half-year 
profits. 

The  derision  to  accept  rival 
store  vouchers  follows  Asda’s 
derision  last  week  to  accept 
Tesco  money-off  vouchers  in 
seven  of  its  stores.  Mr  Nor¬ 
man  said:  “It’s  a  bit  of  fun 
really.  When  we  said  we  woe 
doing  it  in  seven  of  our  stores, 
a  lot  of  people  were  upset  so 
we  thought  we  would  do  it  in 
all  our  stores  this  weekeid." 

Sainsburjrs  said  it  had  no 
intention  of  following  Asda’s 
lead.  Mr  Norman  made  his 
remarks  as  he  unveiled  a  272 


} 


Norman:  Christmas  fun 


per  cent  rise  in  pre-tax  profits 
to  £1383  million  in  the  28 
weeks  to  November  11.  The 
result  was  better  than  analysts 
expected  and  the  shares  rose 
lp  to  106*2  p.  Turnover  rose 
145  per  cent  to  £3  billion, 
while  like-for-like  sales  rose 
12.6  per  cent,  more  than 
double  the  industry  average. 
Of  the  increase,  9.7  percentage 


points  were  due  to  volume 
gains,  helped  by  strong  sales 
of  bakery  and  produce. 

Mr  Norman  reiterated  his 
view  that  the  industry  had 
limited  growth  prospects  and, 
in  order  to  drive  sales  forward, 
Asda  was  concentrating  on 
developing  its  “points  of  differ¬ 
ence"  such  as  the  George 
range  of  clothing.  “It  is  our 
objective  to  exploit  the  unique 
Asda  market  position  of  low 
prices,  large  stores,  outstand¬ 
ing  in-store  produced  fresh 
food,  and.  of  course,  the  wider 
range."  be  said, 
lie  dividend,  due  on  April 
2,  was  lifted  from  0.6Ip  to 
0.72p  and  is  payable  out  of 
earnings  of  3J8p  a  share 
(262p}.  Asda  also  announced 
that  it  had  sold  for  £73  million 
four  shopping  centres  ft  had 
inherited  as  part  of  the  £88 
million  purchase  of  the  half  of 
Burwood  House  it  did  not 
already  own. 

Tempos,  page  24 
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Recoveiy  is 
under  threat 
warns  CBI 

By  Philip  Bassett,  industrial  editor 
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Southern  Water  to 
launch  buy-back 

SHARES  in  Southern  Water  rose  lip  to  669p  after  tf® 
company  announced  it  was  launching  a  biy-back.  Southern. 


BUSINESS  leaders  issued  a 
warning  today  that  the  recov¬ 
ery  in  manufacturing  could 
-run  out  of  steam"  as  die  new 
year  starts  with  a  predicted 
slowdown  in  output  growth. 

Although  the  fundings  of  the 
monthly  trends  survey  from 
die  Confederation  of  British 
Industry  were  drawn  from 
companies  before  this  week's 
quarter  point  cut  in  interest 
rates,  business  leaders  believe 
that  the  cut  was  so  small  as  to 
make  little  if  any  difference  to 
manufacturers’  views. 

In  a  survey  covering  more 
than  1,000  manufacturing 
companies  accounting  for 
about  half  of  the  UK’s  manu¬ 
factured  exports,  companies 
are  predicting  a  further  signif¬ 
icant  slowdown  over  the  next 
month. 

While  27  per  cent  of  the 
companies  surveyed  expect 
output  to  increase  during  die 
next  four  months,  25  per  cent 
say  it  is  likely  to  decline.  This 
positive  balance  of  2  per  cent  is 
well  below  the  figure  for 
November,  when  it  stood  at  9 
per  cent,  and  confirms  that 
output  expectations  are  now 
much  less  positive. 

The  2  per  cent  balance  is  the 
lowest  figure  for  output  expec¬ 
tations  since  the  beginning  of 
1993  and  comes  after  a  further 
weakening  in  demand  this 
month.  A  balance  of  -10  per 
cent  of  companies  surveyed 
say  their  total  order  books  are 


below  normal,  continuing  a 
slight  but  steady  downward 
trend  of  -9  and  per  cent  in 
the  previous  months. 

Exports  are  also  continuing 
to  wane,  with  overseas  de¬ 
mand  now  much  less  buoyant 
than  earlier  in  die  year.  A 
balance  of  -3  per  cent  of 
companies  say  their  export 
order  books  are  below  normal 
This  is  worse  than  the  -1  per 
cent  for  the  previous  month, 
and  marks  the  third  consecu¬ 
tive  month  in  which  manufac¬ 
turers  have  reported  export 
demand  to  be  below  normal 

Further  signs  of  weakening 
demand  come  in  companies* 
stock  levels  which  continue  to 
be  more  than  adequate  to  meet 
expected  demand,  with  the 
balance  of  companies  report¬ 
ing  this  up  from  18  to  22  per 
cent. 

CBI  leaders  said  that  tbeir 
full  quarterly  trends  survey 
next  month  would  allow  busi¬ 
ness  to  assess  fully  the  impact 
of  the  cut  in  interest  rates. 

But  voicing  the  warning 
stating  dial  the  UK  might  now 
be  “on  the  threshold  of  an 
output  standstill**,  the  CBI  did 
not  play  down  the  gloomy 
impab  of  its  latest  sfiidy  of 
industry,  Sudhir  Junankar, 
CBI  associate  economic  analy¬ 
sis  director,  says  that  the 
survey's  results  “show  Chat  the 
manufacturing  recovery  could 
run  out  of  steam  as  we  enter 
the  new  year". 


United  front  Michael  Kersey,  left  chief  executive  of  London  Electricity,  and  Sir  Bob  Reid,  the  chairman- 

London  ready  to  resist  power  bid 


By  Christine  Buckley 


LONDON  ELECTRICITY, 
which  has  yet  to  be  bid  for. 
insisted  yesterday  that  it  could 
remain  viable  as  an  indepen¬ 
dent  company  after  the  open- 


full  competition. 

It  denied  that  plans  for  a 
special  dividend  were  de¬ 
signed  to  fend  off  a  potential 
bid.  The  lOOp-a-share  pay¬ 
ment,  which  will  drain  £200 
million  from  die  company's 
balance  sheet,  will  take 


London's  gearing  to  60  per 
cent  in  the  short  term,  al¬ 
though  that  will  quickly  fail  to 
50  per  cent  after  one-off  tax 
benefits.  Such  a  level  would 
enable  the  company  to  make 
further  payments,  although  ft 
says  it  is  committed  to  pursu¬ 
ing  other  developments. 

London,  which  has  a  joint 
services  agreement  with 
Thames  Water,  is  preparing 
for  die  test  scheme  to  sell  gas 
for  domestic  customers  in  an 


open  market  which  starts  in 
the  South  West  next  spring.  It 
has  joined  with  Total  to  form 
London  Total  Energy  for  the 
experiment,  in  which  suppli¬ 
ers  are  expected  to  fight  for 
custom. 

The  company  is  also  wait 
ing  for  power  to  start  feeding 
through  from  Barking  power- 
station,  which  began  operat¬ 
ing  in  October.  London  has  a 
£12  million  equity  stake  in  the 
power  station,  along  with 
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Shareholder 
information  update. 

AMEC’s  response 
to  Kvaerner’s  offers, 

To  hear 

your  Board’s  advice 

call  0800  77  II  77. 


Eastern  and  Southern  as  part 
of  the  consortium  that  built  it 

London,  which  reported  an 
upturn  in  demand  largely 
from  commercial  customers, 
raised  pre-tax  profits  for  the 
six  months  to  September  30  to 
£845  million  (£425  million), 
although  last  year’s  figures 
were  hit  by  a  £33  million1 
restructuring  charge. 

The  interim  dividend,  due 
on  January  26,  will  increase  21 
per  cent  to  lL5p. 


Three  in 
final  bid 
for  plants 

HYDRO-ELECTRIC,  the 
Scottish  electricity  company, 
makes  a  final  bid  on  Monday 
for  the  hydro  plants  hived  off 
from  die  National  Grid 
(Christine  Buckley  writes).  It  is 
competing  with  two  American 
companies  —  Mission  and 
Dominion  —  for  the  pumped 
storage  businesses  in  Wales. 

Eleven  companies  were  in 
the  first  round  of  bidding. 
Hydro-Electric  and  one  of  die 
US  companies  each  offered 
about  £450  million.  The  other 
US  company  bid  more  than 
£600  rmUion. 

Roger  Young,  chief  execu¬ 
tive,  said  yesterday:  “We  will 
bid  what  we  can  afford  and  , 
the  business  wtjuld  fit  in  very 
well,  but  it  would  be  in 
nobody’s  interests  to  overstep 
our  limit-” 

Pre-tax  profits  at  Hydro- 
Electric  in  die  six  months  to 
September  30  climbed  to  E6L7 
million  from  £34.9  million  a 
year  ago,  which  included  the 
repayment  of  £18.8  million 
debL  The  interim  dividend, 
payable  March  20.  is  raised 
9.4  per  cent  to  4.75p. 
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18  per  cent  rise  in  half-year  profits  to  £84  million  mid  an 
increased  mterim  dividend  of  9.8p»  up  16  per  V1®? 
turnover  was  up  9  percent  to  £207  million,  while  costs  m  the 
regulated  business  fell  2  per  cent  Tunrovw  in  the  rgn-- 
regulaftridjviston  increased^  per  cenito£262milbon  whfle 
profits  were  flat  at  £55  million.  '  "  . 

Southern  said  it  is  launching  an  action  plan  to  improve 
supplies  and  develop  new  reservoir  capacity.  The  company 
will -also  spend  an  extra  £50  million  an  improving  aistomer 
service  and  has  chosen  to  defer  1  per  cent .of ;  the  allowable 
■-  price  increase  for  water  bills  next  year.  The  dividend  is  due  on 
April  9  and  Southern  said  it  would  increase  die  value  of  the 
final  dividend  to  preserve  its  value  following  the  buy-back. 

Fisher  chief  under  fire 

STEPHEN  WALLS,  chairman  of  Albert  Fisher,  faced 
criticism  from  small  shareholders  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  company  yesterday.  Concern  centred  on  the  increase  in 

pay  packages  for  executives  of  the  food  group  despite  a  fall  in 

earnings  per  share  and  pre-tax  profit  over  the  past  year.  Pre¬ 
tax  profits  fell  10.6  per  cent  to  £31.1  tnilfion  in  die  year  to 
August,  and  earnings  per  share  fell  to  2.9p  (3-3p).  Mr  Walls, 
however,  received  a  6.6  per  cent  pay  rise  to  £388.000, 
including  a  bonus  of  £60,000  and  an  increased  pensions 
contribution  of  £154,500.  Lenny  Pippin,  chief  executive  (North 
America),  received  a  57  per  cent  pay  rise  to  £396,000. 

CINMan  dispute  brews 

A  dispute  is  expected  to  erupt  today  between  trustees  of  the 
£17  bfllion  coalminers’  pension  funds  asd  British  Coal  at  a 
meeting  to  finalise  a  buyer  for  CINMan,  the  company  that 
looks  after  the  two  pension  schemes  on  which  more  than 
550.000  miners  and  staff  have  a  claim.  British  Coal,  which  is 
in  the  process  of  selling  its  business  operations,  is  understood 
to  want  to  sell  to  Friends  Provident,  the  British  fund 
group.  Friends  is  believed  to  have  bid  twice  as 
muchTor  the  two  foods,  the  British  Coal  staff  scheme  and  the_ 
Mineworkers  Pension  Scheme,  as  Sal  Oppenheim,  a 
German  company:  But  trustees  say  Sal  is  more  suitable. 

Nadir  ruling  reserved 

JUDGMENT  was  reserved  in  the  House  of  Lords  in  an  appeal 
concerning  £650,000 of  bail  funds  lodged  by  an  associate  ofAsil 
Nadir,  head  of  the  Polly  Feck  group.  The  Master  of  the  Rolls  in 
the  Court  of  Appeal  shared  the  view  of  the  Divisional  Court  and  . 
the  trial  judge  that  Ramadan  Guney  should  forfeit  £650,000  of 
the  sum  he  pm  up  for  Mr  Nadir,  who  jumped  bail  of  £3.5  million 
and  fled  to  northern  Cyprus.  The  two  other  judges  in  the  Court  erf 
Appeal  decided  that  Mr  Guney  should  not  have  to  pay,  because 
Mr  Nadir  had  technically  surrendered  to  custody  in  June  1992. 
Appeal  was  granted  to  tbe  House  of  Lords,  which  considered  the 
matter  yesterday.  A  ruling  is  expected  after  Christinas. 

Germans  cool  on  EMU 

GERMANS  remain  very  sceptical  about  a  single  European 
currency,  but  many  warm  to  the  idea  if  Greece,  Italy. 
Portugal  and  Spain  are  left  out  of  rt,  according  to  an  Infos 
opinion  poll  for  WDR  television.  It  showed  45  per  cent  of 
Germans  surveyed  were  against  the  European  Union's 
planned  economic  and  monetary  union  and  23  percent  for  it. 

If  only  a  few  EU  countries  were  to  take  part  in  a  currency,  79 
per  cent  of  Germans  thought  their  country  should  join  it  and 
only  13  per  cent  said  Bonn  should  still  reject  it  “German 
views  about  the  European  monetary  union  are  much  more 
differentiated  than  originally  thought,"  WDR  said. 

!  Record  for  Big  Mac 

MCDONALD’S,  the  fast-food  group  operating '  in  89 
countries,  will  end  1995  with  record  international  growth, 
having  opened  1.300  restaurants  outside  the  United  States, 
generating  60,000  new  jobs.  In  1994,  McDonald’s  opened  751 
non-US  outlets.  Jim  Cantalupo,  president  and  chiefexecutive 
of  McDonald's  Internationa],  said:  “This  year,  20  per  cent  of 
our  restaurant  openings  were  in  countries  we  were  not  even 
in  five  years  ago."  The  company  added  10  countries  in  1995. 
including  Qatar.  Honduras  and  SL  Maarten  this  week.  The 
others  are  Estonia.  Romania,  Malta,  Colombia.  Jamaica, 
Slovakia  and  Sou*  Africa. 

Car  sales  accelerate 

WESTERN  European  car  sales  rose  3.6  per  cent  in 
November  from  last  year,  buoyed  by  higher  sales  in 
Germany,  Britain  and  Italy,  according  to  figures  released  by 
the  European  Automobile  Manufacturers  Association 
(ACEAJ.  Provisional  data  showed  western  European  new  car 
sales  totalled  953,300  in  November.  New  car  sales  fell  93  per 
ant  in  Prance  and  5.8  per  cent  in  Spain.  Portugal  showed  the 
biggest  monthly  drop  —  243  per  cent  —  while  Finland 
jumped  31  per  cent  Sales  rose  6.9  per  cent  in  Germany,  123 
per  cent  in  Britain  and  123  per  cent  in  Italy. 

US  unsold  goods  leap 

STOCKS  of  unsold  goods  held  by  American  businesses 
reported  the  largest  increase  in  half  a  year  in  October,  while 
sales  fell,  marking  the  19th  straight  monthly  rise  in  business 
inventories,  the  American  Government  said.  Total  business 
inventories  rose  0.6  per  cent  in  October  to  a  seasonally 
adjusted  $97936  billion  after  a  03  per  cent  increase  in 
September,  the  Commerce  Department  said.  The  continued 
pile-up  in  unsold  goods  came  as  businesses  saw  sales  fall  0.4 
per  cent  m  October  to  $687 .18  billion,  the  first  drop  since  July 

Sales  rose  a  revised  0.3  per  cent  in  September. 


The  Directors  of  AMEC  pj.c.  are  the  persons  responsible  for  this  advertisement.  Those  Directors  confirm  that,  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and 
belief  (having  taken  all  reasonable  care  to  ensure  that  such  is  the  case),  the  information  contained  in  this  advertisement  is  in  accordance  with  the 
facts  and  does  not  omit  anything  likely  to  affect  the  import  of  such  information.  The  Directors  of  AMEC  p.l.c.  accept  responsibility  accordingly. 


With  effect  from  dose  of  business 
on  13  December  1995, 

Base  Rate  has  been  reduced 
from  6.75%  to  650%  per  annum. 
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□  MMC  gives  prizes  to  all  □  Granada’s  £10Gm  strategy  for  Forte  □  Countdown  to  the  Grid  rebate 


□  PERFECT  competition  is.  it 
upon  us.  Not  being  able 

fh*^r£°Ur  te,2,hone  number 
charge  when  you  switch 
^epnone  companies  was  “the 
rawtsiffuficant  impediment  to 

SJKS?011  m  UK  telephone 
marker,  according  to  the  rival 
able  companies.  The  Con¬ 
sumers’  Association  rates  this 

seemmgly  minor  inconvenience 
JJsjbe  main  barrier  to  com- 
petition  m  the  tdecommunica- 
tiOEB  industry".  The  market  was 
evidently  pretty  open,  even  be- 
J^sterday’s  judgment  from 
mo  Monopolies  and  Mergers 
CommmBskm.  6 

Don  Cruickshank.  Director- 
General  of  Telecomm  unciations. 
^too  carrny  to  fell  for  that  one. 

*  bard-done-by  competitors 
may  think  they  will  have  little 
else  to  complain  about  after 
yesterday’s  MMC  ruling  that  BT 
should  pay  most  of  the  costs  of 
number  portability,  but  the  regu¬ 
lator  is  not  about  to  do  himself 
out  of  a  job. 

To  Mr  Cruickshank,  the  mar¬ 
ket  will  not  be  working  well  until 
BT  has  lost  most  of  its  business. 
Meanwhile,  he  must  impose 
tough  price  controls  on  BT.  These 
cuts  are  designed  to  protect 
consumers  from  the  predations  of 
BPs  monopoly.  In  practice,  how¬ 
ever,  they  destroy  any  long-term 


Playing  the  BT  numbers  game 


tocentive  the  average  customer 
might  have  to  switch  suppliers. 
Pnce  controls  stop  competition 
spreading  naturally. 

Mr  Cruickshank’s  short-term 
actions  will,  therefore,  continue 
to  undermine  his  long-term 
priority.  In  frustration,  he  will 
doubtless  think  up  ever  more  far¬ 
fetched  schemes  to  give  slices  of 
BT*s  business  to  competitors  by 
means  other  than  consumer 
choice  in  a  genuine  free  market. 

.  The  MMCs  report  is  doubly 
signified  aril  for  the  future  course 
of  this  guerrilla  war.  First,  it 
backs  the  “Austrian"  economic 
approach  that  a  monopolist 
should  have  to  subsidise  its 
competitors  to  take  its  business. 
That  ideology  assumes  that  BTTs 
shareholders  do  not  matter, 
because,  in  the  Austrian  world¬ 
view,  there  is  no  such  thing  as 
millions  of  ordinary  people  being 
sold  natural  monopoly  utilities 
on  the  basis  that  as  many  citizens 
as  possible  should  have  a  stake 
in  such  steady  earners.  The 
Austrians  want  to  make  sure  the 
future  is  unsteady.  They  also 


assume  that  the  utility’s  on-going 
customers  benefit  more  from 
subsidies  given  to  customers  of 
competitors  than  the  cost  of  the 
subsidies,  even  if  they  have  to 
pay  them. 

On  that  issue,  the  Director- 
General  has  won.  On  the  other 
dispute  over  die  rules  of  war,  BT 
claims  al  least  a  temporary 
victory.  The  MMC  set  guidelines 
for  sharing  costs,  rather  than 
allowing  Mr  Cruickshank  dis¬ 
cretion  to  fix  what  he  felt  like.  But 
the  MMC  ducked  the  principle, 
deciding  merely  on  the  issue  at 
hand.  The  regulator,  having 
nothing  better  to  do,  will  doubt¬ 
less  renew  his  challenge. 

Robinson 
slashes  out 

□  GRANADA’S  riposte  (o  For¬ 
te's  defence  document  confirms 
weekend  reports  that  Gerry 
Robinson  and  his  merry  men  are 
confident  they  can  had;  E100 
million  worth  of  overheads  out  of 
the  target  company;  presumably 


Pennington 


without  destroying  tl  The  docu¬ 
ment,  entitled  Creating  More 
Value,  bluntly  declares  that  For¬ 
te’s  ongoing  profits  “can  be 
improved  by  over  E100  million 
per  annum’*.  The  weekend  re¬ 
ports  that  disclosed  the  £100 
million  strategy,  also  predicted 
where  the  axes  would  fall. 
Speculation  had  it  that  some  £25 
million  to  £30  million  would  be 
cut  from  Forte’s  payroll,  while 
the  purchasing  budget  would  be 
reduced  by  up  to  £45  million. 
Central  costs  —  embracing  “lay¬ 
ers  of  management”  —  would  be 
slashed  by  £35  million. 

Granada's  camp  totally  dis¬ 
associates  itself  with  these  fig¬ 


ures  —  other  than  the  £100 
million.  The  message  from  Mr 
Robinson  is  that  Forte  is  a  “top 
heavy"  organisation,  a  percep¬ 
tion  that  augurs  better  for  chefs 
than  for  “expensive  manage¬ 
ment".  Granada's  chief  executive 
emphasises  that  cost  reductions 
will  not  merely  relate  to  redun¬ 
dancies.  Much  is  made  of 
Granada/Forte's  potential  pur¬ 
chasing  muscle.  Mr  Robinson 
also  spoke  yesterday  of  how 
Forte's  yield  could  be  improved 
by  “more  confident  pricing". 

In  response  to  Forte’S  forecast 
of  a  46  per  cent  rise  in  1995-96 
pre-tax  profits  to  £185  million, 
Granada  argues  that  in  real 
terms  this  is  some  10  per  cent  less 
than  the  levels  achieved  five 
years  ago  and  represents  a 
return  on  capital  of  just  7 2  per 
cent  Similarly.  Granada  pre¬ 
dicts  that  Forte  is  “doubtless 
planning"  to  increase  its  divi¬ 
dend.  Should  the  payment  be 
raised  by  almost  oneihird  this 
would  sml  only  match  the  level  of 
five  years  ago. 

Sir  Rocco  Forte  retorts  that 


Granada's  £100  million  claim 
lades  “credibility  or  supporting 

detail"  Perhaps  enough  detail  to 
suggest  that  Mr  Robinson's 
natural  instincts  are  not  nec¬ 
essarily  about  building  busi¬ 
nesses. 

Sensitivity 
at  the  CSO 

□  THE  gentle  number  crunch¬ 
ers  at  toe  Central  Statistical 
Office  were  behavingrnost  pe¬ 
culiarly  yesterday.  They  an¬ 
nounced  that  the  £50  electricity 
rebate  after  the  National  Grid 
float  will  not  be  counted  as  a 
price  cut  but  as  a  transfer  of 
income  and  listed  solid  reasons 
for  the  decision:  the  treatment  as 
an  income  effect  is  consistent 
with  European  guidelines,  toe 
rebate  is  not  related  to  electridty 
consumption,  it  does  not  apply  in 
Scotland  and  Northern  Ireland. 
Flair  enough. 

Why  then  did  the  CSO  refuse 
poinr  blank  to  say  what  toe  effect 
i  would . 


on  inflation ' 


Id  have  been  if  it 


had  been  treated  as  a  price  cut? 
Why  did  ft  say  that  it  would  be 
looking  very  carefiiDy  at  toe 
media's  coverage  of  the  decision? 
Why  did  it  say  that  it  did  not  deal 
in  “what  ifs"  when,  in  the  post,  it 
has  always  been  most  obliging  in 
computing,  for  example,  the 
effect  on  the  RP1  of  a  1  per  cent 
cut  in  mortgage  rates. 

The  mystery  deepens  when  one 
recalls  that  the  CSO  answered 
exactly  this  question  only  a 
month  ago.  Then,  it  was  perfectly 
happy  to  say  that  headline  infla¬ 
tion  would  have  been  cut  by  1  to 
Id  per  cent  early  next  year.  The 
Treasury  gaily  gave  out  the  same 
figure  —  yesterday. 

Why  this  sudden  doak  and 
dagger  stuff  from  thegnomes  of 
Great  George  Street?  The  answer 
is  obvious.  If  toe  rebate  had  been 
counted  as  a  price  cut,  inflation  in 
the  new  year  would  have 
dropped  sharply.  But  it  would 
then  have  risen  by  the  same 
amount  in  the  first  months  of 
1997  —  just  before  a  late  election. 
It  is  rare  that  the  arcane  decisions 
of  statisticians  have  a  potential 
effect  on  the  electoral  fortunes  of 
a  government  The  independent 
CSO  has  clearly  been  nothing 
less  than  scrupulous  but  its 
sudden  burst  of  sensitivity  un¬ 
wisely  gives  ammunition  to 
conspiracy  theorists. 


Southern  defends  low 
payout  and  NP  bid 


By  Christine  Buckley 


SOUTHERN  ELECTRIC  yes¬ 
terday  pledged  continued  sup¬ 
port  for  a  takeover  by 
National  Power,  which  has 
lapsed  after  a  referral  to  the 
Monopolies  and  Mergers 
Commission  (MMC).  while 
turning  in  the  lowest  special 
payout  to  shareholders. 

The  company  is  returning 
about  £150  mfllkm  to  investors 
with  a  special  dividend  of  50p 
a  share.  The  previous  day. 
East  Midlands  had  set  the 
highest  of  the  dividend 
payouts  at  £1  JOp  a  share. 

John  Deane,  finance  direc¬ 
tor.  defended  the  level  of 
payout 

“People  have  got  used  to 
very  short-term  actions  and 
short-term 'Value  returns,"  he 
said.  “We  aim  to  deliver  value 
over  a  longer  period." 

Southern  also  blamed  its  tax 
position  for  delivering  a  less 
generous  return  than  by  sev¬ 


eral  of  its  peers.  It  also  said 
that  it  had  benefited  from  low 
gas  prices  to  the  tune  of  £5 
million.  With  the  company’s 
power  projects  making  then- 
first  contdbution  to  results  — 
serving  up  £9.8  million  in  the 
six  nwntos  to  September  30— 
Mr  Deane  said  that  more  than 
half  of  that  amount  was 
attributable  to  low  gas  prices. 

The  company  is  currently 
preparing  an  offensive  to  per¬ 
suade  the  MMC  that  the  bid 
by  National  Power,  the  UK* 
largest  generator,  should  go 
ahead. 

The  bid,  along  with  the  offer 
by  RowerGen  for  Midlands 
Electricity,  was  referred  to  the 
MMC  by  Ian  Lang,  the  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  last 
month  itfa  move  which  sur¬ 
prised  the  industry. 

Hie  deadline  for  the  deci¬ 
sion  is  March  22.  although 
there  are  signs  that  the  Gov- 


Wflson:  link  makes  sense 

eminent  would  be  keen  for  a 
speedier  response  ahead  of  toe 
privatisation  of  Nuclear  Elec¬ 
tric.  now  known  as  British 
Energy,  which  is  expected 
around  the  spring. 

Geoffrey  Wilson,  chairman 
of  Southern,  said:  “We  believe 
that  a  link  with  National 
Power  makes  sense  and  we 


will  aim  to  convince  the  MMC 
of  that“  So  far  toe  company 
has  sent  responses  to  a  series 
of  exhaustive  questions  with 
further  communication  ex¬ 
pected  to  resume  soon  in  toe 
new  year. 

Southern  said  that  it  would 
distribute  hs  holding  in  the 
National  Grid,  which  became 
an  independently  floated  com¬ 
pany  on  Monday,  to  its  share¬ 
holders  on  the  basis  of  66  grid 
shares  for  every  100  held  in 
Southern. 

The  company  had  delayed 
an  announcement  on  the  dis¬ 
tribution  of  its  grid  interest 
while  the  bid  from  National 
Power  had  been  pending.  The 
company  also  said  it  intended 
to  consolidate  its  shares  with 
an  exchange  of  93  new  shares 
for  every  100. 

The  interim  dividend,  pay¬ 
able  January  29,  was  lifted  26 
per  cent  to  10-5p. 

UK  bids,  page  26 


Aijo  faces 
claims  of 
price-fixing 

By  Alas daj r  Murray 


ARJO  Wiggins  Appleton,  the 
paper  manufacturing  com¬ 
pany.  is  facing  court  action  in 
America  over  claims  it  has 
been  indulging  in  price- 
fixing. 

The  company  revealed  yes¬ 
terday  that  its  US  subsidiary, 
Appleton  Papers,  has  been 
indicted  by  the  US  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Justice  for  conspiring 
to  fix  the  price  of  thermal  fax 
paper  in  1991.  Last  year,  a 
Japanese  paper  manufactur¬ 
er.  Kanzaki.  pleaded  guilty  to 
similar  charges  and  was  fined 
$6  million. 

The  company  said  it  be¬ 
lieves  that  Appleton  has  done 
nothing  wrong  and  wiD  vigor¬ 
ously  fight  the  charges.  Azjo’s 
share  price  slipped  5p  to  156p^ 
The  maximum  fine  if  it  is 
found  guilty  is  $10  million, 
although  the  company  said 
that  any  ultimate  liability 
would  not  have  an  adverse 
effect  on  the  group’s  balance 
sheet  and  it  is  making  no 
provision. 


Shake-up  knocks 
Daily  Mail  group 


By  PaulDurman 


MUCH  heavier  than  expected 
redundancy  and  reorg¬ 
anisation  costs  at  Associated 
Newspapers,  toe  Daily  Mail 
publisher,  dealt  a  hefty  blow  to 
profits  at  toe  stock  market- 
quoted  Daily  Mail  and  Gener¬ 
al  Trust 

Pre-tax  profits  for  the  year  to 
October  1  tumbled  from  £911 
million  to  £66.8  million,  like 
all  newspaper  groups, 
DM&GT  has  had  to  meet 
sharply  higher  paper  costs, 
which  added  nearly  £20  mil¬ 
lion  to  its  newsprint  ML 

But  toe  City  was  surprised 
by  the  £21.8  million  provision 
toe  company  made  to  cover 
reorganisation.  Although 
some  of  this  was  at  the 
Evening  Post,  Nottingham, 
and  the  Euromoney  financial 
publishing  arm,  toe  bulk 
stemmed  from  changes  at  toe 
Associated  Newspapers  flag¬ 
ship.  Associated  made  150  to 
200  administrative  staff  re¬ 
dundant  a  few  months  ago, 
and  is  believed  to  have  run  up 


further  costs  "buying  out" 
various  staff  benefits. 
DM&GT  said  it  had  not  cut 
editorial,  circulation  or  adver¬ 
tising  budgets. 

David  Forster  at  Merrill 
Lynch  expects  toe  August 
price  increases  of  the  Daily 
Mail  and  The  Mail  on  Sun¬ 
day  to  add  £28  million  to 
revalues.  Although  DM&GT 
feces  a  full  year  of  higher 
paper  costs,  he  is  forecasting 
profits  to  rebound  to  £111 
million  this  year. 

Start-up  costs,  mainly  from 
Channel  One.  the  London 
cable-TV  operation,  were  £10 
million  higher  than  the  previ¬ 
ous  year.  Peter  Williams, 
DM&GT  finance  director, 
said  320.000  subscribers  have 
access  to  Channel  One.  and  a 
recent  survey  suggested  that 
18  per  cent  of  them  were 
watching  it  The  company 
will  pay  an  increased  final 
dividend  of  I3-5p  on  February 
16.  This  will  lift  toe  total 
payout  to  I7.8p  a  share. 


Companies 
get  help  on 
derivatives 

By  Robert  Miller 

CONCERN  that  risks  associ¬ 
ated  with  speculative  and 
often  volatile  derivative  in¬ 
vestments  are  not  understood 
by  company  directors  and 
senior  managers  has  led  to  a 
new  set  of  guidelines  being 
published  by  the  Futures  and 
Options  Association  (FOA). 

Hie  FOA  with  backing 
from  other  trade  bodies,  in¬ 
cluding  the  British  Bankers 
Association  and  the  London 
International  Financial  Fu¬ 
tures  and  Options  Exchange, 
has  also  established  a  panel  of 
specialists  to  advise  com¬ 
panies  on  the  risk  controls 
that  they  should  put  hi  place 
when  using  derivatives. 

The  FOA  guidelines  say  that 
companies  intending  to  use 
derivatives  should  have  a  dear 
policy  on  futures  and  options 
and  should  provide  “effective 
supervision". 

Several  well-known  com¬ 
panies  have  lost  money  using 
instruments  such  as  interest 
rate  and  currency  swaps. 


e 


■ap 


r 

□ 

r 

Staff  morale 

Improved  goodwill 

Sales  stimulus 

a 

> 

W 

r 

rA 

w 

•r 

.A 

W 

h 

-a 

w 

A 

■ 

r 

fl 

■a 

^  .a 

wr 

■ 

■ 

sc 

□ 

_ 

_ 

We  bet  your  Chairman 
could  use  a  little  help  from 

our  charity... 


At  Macmillan  we  believe  in  MUTUAL 
GAIN  when  it  comes  to  working  with  the 
Business  Community.  It's  not  all  give  to  the 
charity!  We  have  quite  a  lot  to  offer  in  return... 
and  we  don't  gain  your  support  and  leave  toe 
rest  to  you.  A  senior  corporate  team  will  work 
with  you  throughout. 

A  COMMON  CAUSE... 

Take  Staff  morale.  A  very  important 
factor  in  any  company.  The  better  it  iSj  we 
wager,  toe  better  toe  productivity.  Every  year, 
companies  -  big  and  small  -  have  discovered 
that  by  adopting  Macmillan  and  creating  A 
COMMON  CAUSE,  they  have  given  their  staff 
a  banner  round  which  to  rally.  To  give  your 
staff  a  .target  for  a  cause  they  believe  in 


concentrates  minds  wonderfully!  It  reminds 
people  that  no  matter  what  part  they  play  in  a 
company's  fortunes,  no  matter  how  far  they 
may  be  from  Head  Office,  they  are  acting  with 
ALL  toeir  colleagues  in  a  company  mission. 
And  you  won’t  find  a  cause  of  greater  relevance 
to  your  employees,  your  customers  and 
suppliers  than  Macmillan  whose  services  are  so 

important  to  many  of  the  1 ,000,000  patients 
living  with  cancer. 

ITS  WORTH  GOING  ONE  STEP 
FURTHER 

We  will  send  you  information  that  will 
enlarge  on  the  value  of  a  partnership  with 
Macmillan  and  convince  you  of  the  value  of 
inviting  us  in  for  an  exploratory  meeting. 


Send  tins  coupon  to: 

Seymour  Thistiethwayte, 

Cancer  Relief  Macmillan  Fund, 
15-19  Britten  Street, 

London  SW3  3TZ. 

Or  telephone;  0171-867  9301 


CANCER  RELIEF  Name:  — 

Company:. 


Macmillan 

FUND 

fighting  fsmeer  with  more  than  medicine 


Address: 


li-. 


‘  Macmillan  Nurses  •  Macmillan  Doctors  •  Cancer  Care  Centres  -  Patient  Information  &  Grants 

Registered  Chanty  No.  26T01 7 


-  — 


If  You’re  a  director  of  a  limited  company, 
you  should  know  that  you  only  have  a 
certain  amount  of  time  from  your 
Accounting  Reference  Date  to  deliver  your 
accounts  to  Companies  House. 

But  what  you  may  not  realise  is  that  if  you 

be  penalised  —  automatically.  Delay  loo  long 
and  the  penalty  could  be  as  much  as  11 000 
for  private  limited  companies  and  15000 
for  PIC’s. 

What’s  more,  ensuring  that  your  accounts 
are  delivered  on  time  is  the  personal 
responsibility  of  the  company's  directors. 
Not  just  your  finance  director.  .And  certainly 
not  your  accountant. 

Filing  on  time  makes  sound  business  sense. 
Other  companies  may  soon  lose  confidence 
in  yours  if  your  records  aren’t  up  to  date. 

S«»«pl-r  Cif  unr  far  asusg  pmjlr  IsnilriJ 

nafuern  dints  bcWm 


Cnnpwv  Annul  tag 

f  Cm  drlmv  in 

Rrfantt  Ifau 

Lon^vnrv  Hew* 

(Prime  r iimpinln) 

’H  Mvuvy  J>WS 

211  [VccrofoT  1*>5 

31  Man*  I'M 5 

31  {jtnun  1*96 

30  April  mS 

29  Frfenury  I***, 

Our  leaflets  will  help  you  with  more 
detailed  information  on  Accounting 
Reference  Oates,  Late  Filing  Penalties, 
Disclosure  Requirements  and  so  on. 

Return  the  completed  coupon  below  for- 
your  persona]  copies.  Or  call  Cardiff  0 1 222 
380026.  Do  i(  now,  and  make  sure  vou 
don't  pay  the  penalty. 

- - - ->f- 


Post  to:  Companies  House  (LFP)  Room  398,  Companies  House,  FREEPOST  CF  4008,  Crown  Way,  Cardiff  CF4  IZZ. 
Please  send  me  further  information  on  avoiding  late  filing  penalties. 


Mr/M  rVMVMiss/Qlher 

Position 

Address 


Initials 


Surname. 


_ Company , 


Postcode. 


COMPANIES  HOUSE 


LF/TMS/3 
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Shares  race  to  record  high 
but  then  take  a  tumble 


WUQRim&ES: 


I9CM-30  (*215-823 


SHARE  prices  soared  to 
record  levels  on  confirmation 
of  the  cut  in  German  interest 
rates  and  the  news  that  infla¬ 
tion  was  on  the  way  down. 

This  latest  boast  to  the 
Chancellor's  economic  policy 
came  just  24  hours  after  bank 
base  rates  were  trimmed  a 
quarter  point  to  6 5  per  cent 
and  home  loans  fell  to  their 
lowest  levels  for  30  years. 

But  the  City's  euphoria 
proved  short  lived.  After 
climbing  24  points  to  a  best 
ever  3.686.5,  the  PT-SE  100 
index  reduced  its  lead  to  dose 
92  up  at  3,671.6. 

An  opening  fall  in  the  Dow 
Jones  average  on  Wall  Street, 
having  hit  its  69th  record 
dosing  high  the  night  before, 
unsettled  investors.  The  De¬ 
cember  series  of  futures  and 
options  are  due  to  expire  later 
today  and  it  was  inevitable 
that  some  profit  taking  would 
develop  ahead  of  the  event 

But  investors  remain  wor¬ 
ried  about  the  economy.  De¬ 
spite  the  Chancellors  optimis¬ 
tic  view  of  the  economy,  there 
is  overall  scepticism  about  die 
3  per  cent  growth  forecast  and 
the  market  is  dearly  worried 
by  the  seemingly  never-ending 
stream  of  profit  warnings 
from  leading  companies. 

BT  has  been  told  by  the 
Monopolies  .  and  Mergers 
Commission  it  will  have  to 
contribute  towards  the  cost  of 
customers  keeping  their  exist¬ 
ing  number  when  they  switch 
to  another  phone  company. 
The  MMC  says  BT  will  have 
to  pay  about  70  per  cent  of  the 
cost  amounting  to  £150  million 
over  the  next  five  years.  The 
other  phone  companies  will 
have  to  pay  the  rest  It  had 
been  feared  dial  BT  costs 
might  have  been  higher. 

BT  ended  the  session  5b  p 
dearer  at  348b  p,  while  Cable 
and  Wireless  finned  2p  to 
450p.  Nynex  Cable  4p  to  124p, 
General  Cable  4p  to  ]97p,  and 
TeleWest  3p  to  165p. 

Half-year  figures  from  Asda 
exceeded  even  the  most  opti¬ 
mistic  forecasts  with  the  group 
weighing  in  with  a  27  per  cent 
leap  in  pre-tax  profits  to  £1383 
million.  The  group  has  man¬ 
aged  to  outperform  all  its 
major  rivals  with  like-for-like 
sales  up  almost  13  per  cent 
which  boosted  market  share 
from  9.7  per  cent  to  10.1  per 
cent.  Unlike  other  supermar¬ 
ket  chains  it  also  recorded  a 
small  improvement  in  operat¬ 
ing  margins.  Shareholders 
were  rewarded  with  an  IS  per 
cent  increase  in  the  payout  to 
0.72p.  Brokers  expect  Asda  to 


Receiving  end:  pbone  portability  could  cost  BT  £150  million 


continue  to  increase  market 
share  and  have  pencilled  in  a 
figure  of  £300  million  for  the 
year  end.  News  of  Asda*s 
increase  in  market  share  came 
as  bad  news  for  the  rest  of  the 
supermarket  operators.  There 
were  setbacks  for  Sainsbrny, 
down  4p  at  375p.  Argyll,  the 
Safeway  chain,  2b  p  to  107b  p 
and  Tesco  3p  to  301p.  Kwik 
Save,  which  fell  sharply  on 


230p  after  denying  plans  to 
sell  Bain  Hogg,  its  insurance 
broking  arm. 

Talk  of  a  bid  drove 
Sedgwick  Group,  the  insur¬ 
ance  broker,  8p  higher  at  124p. 
There  has  been  persistent 
speculation  in  the  City  of  a 
possible  merger  with  Willis 
Comoon  4b  p  dearer  at  146p. 

Elsewhere  in  the  financial 
sector.  Bank  of  Scotland,  up 


After  trading  just  above  their  low  of  138p.  Lloyd  Thompson 
shares  are  enjoying  a  revival.  The  price  rose  lOp  to  164p 
yesterday  stretching  its  two-day  lead  to  22p.  Two  directors 
yesterday  picked  up  150.000  share.  The  trustees  of  the 
company’s  share  ownership  have  also  bought  a  further 500.000. 


Wednesday  after  a  profits 
warning,  regained  its  poise  to 
finish  ail-square  at  51 9p. 

Incfaape  appears  to  be  en¬ 
joying  a  revival  in  fortunes 
since  dropping  out  of  the  top 
100  companies  last  week  fol¬ 
lowing  the  recent  collapse  in 
its  share  price.  The  shares 
stood  at  2Q2p  when  they  lost 
their  role  as  a  constituent  of 
the  FT-SE.  but  ended  the 
session  another  12p  higher  at 


I2p  at  290p.  and  Royal  Bank 
of  Scotland,  lOp  better  at 
586p.  are  again  being  tipped 
as  potential  takeover  targets. 
Guardian  Royal  Exchange 
continues  to  dream  of  a  bid 
from  BAT  Industries  with  the 
price  up  6p  at  272p.  BAT 
finished  5p  lower  at  566p. 

Investors  had  to  contend 
with  a  whole  dutch  of  figures 
from  the  utilities.  Southern 
Water  rounded  off  the  report- 


BT:  CITY  RESPONDS 
FAVOURABLY  TO 
MMC  FINDINGS 
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jng  season  for  the  water 
companies  with  first-half  fig¬ 
ures  at  the  top  end  of  forecasts. 
Pre-tax  profits  ran  out  at  £83.7 
million.  The  news  that  the 
group  is  to  proceed  with  its 
share  buy-back  programme 
lifted  the  price  9p  to  667p. 

The  market  gave  a  luke¬ 
warm  reception  to  half  year 
figures  from  Scottish  Hydro 
with  brokers  expressing  con¬ 
cern  about  the  growing  level  of 
debt  It  has  borrowed  a  further 
£450  million  to  finance  the 
acquisition  of  the  former 
pumped  storage  arm  of  the 
National  Grid.  The  shares 
finished  2p  easier  at  359p. 

Southern  Electric  is  paying 
a  special  dividend  of  50p  after 
the  referral  of  National  Pow¬ 
er’s  bid  to  the  Monopolies  and 
Mergers  Commission.  This  is 
in  addition  to  a  27  per  cent  rise 
in  the  interim  dividend  to 
103p  and  a  93-for-100  share 
consolidation.  Pretax  profits 
at  the  half-way  stage  were  up 
from  £106.8  million  to  £127.  8 
million.  But  the  shares  ended 
the  session  down  Up  at  917p. 

London  Electricity  also 
plans  to  hand  out  the  money 
to  shareholders  in  the  shape  of 
a  special  lOOp  dividend.  The 
news  coincided  with  half-year 
figures  showing  pre-tax  prof¬ 
its  slightly  down  on  last  year's 
£853  million  leaving  the 
shares  fop  lower  at  678p. 

Soaring  newsprint  prices 
and  start-up  costs  punched  a 
£30  million  hole  in  Daily  Mail 
&  General  Trust's  full-year 
figures  and  left  pretax  profits 
down  at  £663  million  com¬ 
pared  with  £92.1  million  last 
time.  The  group  promised  a 
return  to  growth  in  the  current 
year  but  die  shares  closed  5p 
off  at  £12.98. 

□  GILT-EDGED:  Despite 
an  element  of  profit  taking 
later  in  the  day,  prices  man¬ 
aged  to  close  with  some 
healthy  gains.  In  the  futures 
pit,  the  March  series  of  the 
long  gilt  finished  £si»  better  at 
£110  V 

There  was  further  evidence 
of  a  steepening  in  the  yield 
curve  with  demand  directed  at 
issues  within  the  five  to  nine 
year  range.  In  longs.  Treasury 
8  per  cent  2013  rose  V*  to 
£I039m,  while  at  the  shorter 
end  Treasury  8  per  cent  2000 
was  E932  better  at  £105*32. 

□  NEW  YORK:  Wall  Street 
shares  were  under  pressure  in 
morning  trading  still  facing 
the  cross  currents  of  triple 
witching.  The  Dow  Jones  in¬ 
dustrial  average  at  midday 
was  down  1120  points  at 
520527. 
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FT  Fixed  Interest _ 

_.  1884.7  (.5^5) 
_  114.91  WX09) 
%JQ5(*OOSI 

USMCDaosnm) _ 

US* 

-  I90J9  (-L1J) 
lJ3WWX»b« 

German  Mark _ 2.2197  HX0023 

Exchange  Index - S3XJ  (Same) 

Bank  of  England  official  dose  ppm) 

fcECU _ a/a 

EJ5DR _ 1.030 

RPI  _  1408  NO?  (3.1%)  Jan  1937=100 

RFK  —  \4M  N<W  0-9%)  Ian  \987=IC0 


i  RECENT  ISSUES 


Abcrust  hi  me  c  (100)  %*: 

- 

1*J 

Arion  Props 

9 

bzw  Equities  (306) 

303 

BenfletdAXea 

103 

CMC  (290) 

331 

cash  conveners  int 

25 

- 

1 

Com  de  Pan  Fin 

510 

Corrwortfi  (ISO) 

151 

Cos  insurance 

110 

East  Surrey  nv 

448 

Fins  Tech  TO  (100) 

102 

Gardner  (Lt 

130 

Geared  Income  C 

98 

Geaihouse  Cp  (200) 

203 

Jasmin 

85 

London  Town 

80 

Martin  Currjpn 

98 

4- 

Martin  CurrJpn  Wts 

35 

2 

National  Grid  (204) 

204'.- 

- 

5 

Peptide  Tbrptcs  m  234 

4- 

1 

PetQty 

360 

— 

5 

Revelation  Pice 

100 

m  m 

Trocadero 

44 

+ 

3 

Vera  Group 

272 

4- 

T 

Wilmington 

64 

♦ 

2 

RIGHTS  ISSUES 


Allied  Leis  nJp  (34)  7 

Dunloe  Hse  n/p  2 

<Roxspnrn/p(3)  '< 

TBI  [Up  (501  3 

The  TV  crp  n/p  (97)  6 


MuJOR  CHANGES 


RISES: 

Forward  Gp .  683p  (+58p) 

mchcape .  230p  (4-iap) 

Ascot  HkJgs .  265p(+13p) 

Ferguson  ind .  220p  (4-IQpj 

Dalgety . 410p(+17p) 

Delphi . 34tp(+14p) 

Regenllnng .  654p{+25p) 

FALLS: 

PhoneSnk . SOOp  (-25p) 

Unipalm . 650p  (-50p) 

REXAM .  347p  (-9p) 

Security  Serv .  890p{-20p) 

Doriing  Kind .  537p  f-l2p) 

Securicor  A'  .  870p  (-T5p) 
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LONDON 

COMMODITY  EXCHANGE 
COCOA 


Dec  _ _ 

_  883-880 

Mar  ... 
May  .. 
Jul _ 

1013-1012 
—  ICC6-UB4 

Mar _ 

_ 932-931 

May _ 

- 952-951 

Jul _ 

_ 971-970 

Sep _ _ 

Sep  — 

-  989-988 

Dec  — 

__  10X3-1001 

Volume  3023 

ROBUST*  COFFEE  CS) 

Jan _ 

_.  ZJ95-Z290 

Sep  .^. 

_  1715-1714 

Mar  .... 

I9JD-I929 

Nov  .... 

_  1700-1670 

May _ 

—  1806-1805 

Jan  — 

—  1720-1680 

Ini _  1790-1740 

volume  8745 

WHjrre  SUGAR  (FOB) 

Reuters 

DO -  306XM&.2 

Spot  38IS 

Dec _ 

300398.7 

Mar  — 

3505-500 

Mar  _ 

_  298395J 

May - J41XM05 

May -  298*95.7 

Aug  — 

--  332.7-31.6 

volume  2174 

MEAT  «  LIVESTOCK 
COMMISSION 

Average  fmsiock  prices  at  representative 
markets  on  December  13 
(p/kgN4  Pig 

Olt - 112.71 

(♦H  - —  +534 


Eng/wates: 

t+H. 


—  112.71 

+5M 


Sheep  Cattle 
116.7b  1 19.26 

-1.59  -23! 

118X2  117.52 


rw - *25jo 

Scotland: - unq 

C*H - 

rv - 


-IJ6 

lire 


-112 

-XX) 


111.79  126.59 

-IIS  *059 

-90  -no 


IC1S-LOR  (London  640pm) 
CRUDE  OILS  CS/tarrd  FOB} 

Brcni  Physical  - - 17.85  +030 

Brent  15  day  Uanl -  17.95  «JJ0 

Brem  15  day  (Kb) - -  17A5  HUJ5 

W  Tens  Intermediate  Uanl  ISjSS  n/c 
WToos  intermediate  (Fdi)  18J5  n/c 

PRODUCTS  (S/MT) 

Spot  CIF  NW  Europe  (prompt  ddherp) 
Premiura  Gas  .15  B:  175 1*5)  0:177  (+5) 

Gasoil  EEC -  175  f+3)  177  l*2J 

Non  EEC  Iff  Jan  174  f+3)  176  (+3) 

Non  EJEC 1H  Feb  160  (+Z)  L7U+2J 

3.5  Pud  Oil -  102  (n/cj  104  (-1) 

Naphtha -  159  (-1)  1611-1) 

IPE  FUTURES  (GN1  Ud) 
GASOIL 

Jan  —  I69J0-7O00  Apr-  157.7*5400 


GN1  LONDON  GRAIN  FUTURES 


WHEAT 
!C/0 


BARLEY 

Wo*e£/l) 


Sep - 

-  11275 

NOV  _ 

- Ill  JO 

Volume  496  1 

Volume  50 

POTATO  (C/Q 

Open  awe 

Mar  _.  .  . 

»  unq  2700 

Apr - 

_  256X1  2525 

May  .  .. 

—  unq  ZS5J0 

Volume  107 

RUBBER  (No  1  RSS  Of  p/k) 
/an - 1I3J5-1 13.75 

BIFFEX  (GNI  Laf  SIO/pO 


Feb  — 

16530-65.75 

May  155.75-5600 

HlgH 

UJW 

Mar  — 

161306200 

vot  33m 

Dec  95 

1645 

1645 

1645 

BRENT  (6Xnpia) 

Jan  96 

Rb96 

1655 

1603 

1600 

1570 

1608 

1575 

Jan  __ 

.  17.94-17.96 

Apr ... 

1686-16.90 

Apr  96 

1620 

15*0 

1560 

Feb  — 

.  17.45-17.46 

May  ~ 

- n/a 

VoUJtBUHs 

Open  intense  3712 

Mar  — 

.  17.12-17.15 

VoL- 37397 

index  1644  +13 

(Official)  (Vofenaeprevday) 

copper  Cde  A  Cf/iotme) - 

Lead  (J/tonne) 


Zinc  Spec  Hi  Gde  Brtoone)  _ 

Tin  tS'tonnet _ 

Aluminium  Hi  ede {S/wnnej 
Nickel  tf/mone)  - - - 


LONDON  METAL  EXCHANGE  RwMf  Wattr 
Cast  3005.00077.0  3ttffc273Cj}-273M  Vot  1693750 

73 1 -03-73 1 .50  73100-739X10  252350 

1 03  IT- 10330  I0S6T-IO57T  438150 

6385043900  6375XH53800  14615 

16840-1685.5  17100-171 IX)  1187200 

8210040200  8330083350  59880 


Scries 


can 

Jan  Apr  Jol 


Pats 

ha  Apr  M 


AM  Dm  500 
pia  550 
Argyll —  300 
f3l2%)  330 

ASDA - 100 

P1C7)  HO 
Boots — _  550 

row  coo 

Br  Alrwiys  460 
rtnv  soo 
BP - 500 


_ Serin  FtbMavAng  FtbMay  Aug 

Gmd  MS.  420  37  46  H  a  I  l'i  17% 

(MSJ'iJ  460  13',  34*i  33  26%  30%  JUT 

LulbrpkE-  140  15*i  19  25  6%  12  ]4 
(,l47,d  160  ft  II*,  Ift  18  23  25% 
UUHsc-  30  a  »  31  S  10  12% 

1*2551  260  11  >6  20  13  20  22% 

Dccemlw  r4,  l  WOt  35548  Crit  18303 
Pat  17245  FT-SE  Grit  6524  Pat  7781 
■UBderfriac  security  price. 


( 


Crib  Pate 
Series  Jin  Apr  Jal  Jan  Apr  jri 


BAA - 460  JJ  13*1  41  4%  10%  16% 

(M741  SOO  3  13  304  27  31  36 

nuroes  w  m  »  tn  m  7  IS  » 

PS66S1  600  6  22  28  35*1  41%  57 

Scries  PcbMay  Am  FetoMay  Aug 


BATlnd-  550  33*.  40  48  12  25%  3J% 
(*S64%)  600  11  17V  2ft  41V  55V  63 

BTR - J00  28  3ft  35  2  7  9 

P321V)  130  9  1ft  19  11  21H  23V 

BTAem~  750  62  75V  94*1  U  25  33*, 

rm  800  32  4S  67V  32  47  55V 

KTelctn-  330  21  28  35  6  BV  16 

T348V)  36 ff  ft  14  19V  23V  T4V  3IY 

csdbuiy-  550  31  36V  47  Ift  31  38 

PSSI'd  600  JJY  17V  28  51  65  69 

Guinness .  460  21  30  36  10  2ft  a< 

r46fti  XO  5V  13  1ft  34V  45  48 

OEC_ -  300  29  35  40  2  4V  ft 

POT)  330  »i  16  21V  13  15V  21V 

turnon—  180  14  15V  15  3  4V  ft 

PIW)  191  7  -  -  8  —  — 

lA5MO..._  160  17  2ft  25V  3  6  8 

1*173  ISO  6V  10  15  JLV  14V  17V 

Lucu _  160  21  25  28  I',  4  5V 

PITT-O  ISO  ft  13  17  8  II  13 

Plftingta.  191  1ft  23V  27  3V  5  9 

rm  210  8  12V  17V  12V  13 V  28 

Prudential  420  33  38  46V  8V  la  23 

P4»  460  13V  19V  27V  2BV  W,  44 

Redieml-  360  27V  3ft  4ft  ft  IS  18 

P3771  390  12  2ft  25  21  31  34 

K-aeyre.  160  21  23  27V  )V  5  ft 

r>77V]  180  8  11  16V  8V  I3>,  1$ 

300  13V  18  22V  (ft  I  ft  iff, 
f3W  330  3  ft  II  31  35  37V 

Vodafone.  300  ifl  24V  28  ft  8  10 

reiw  220  7V  14  18  14V  17*,  19V 

williams  -  300  ar,  33v  35>,  iv  6  8 

rsai  330  9  mv  i»  «  20  22 

FT-5E  INDEX  r»74V) 


CaQ9 

Dec 

135 

75 

27% 

1 

l 

Jan 

n* 

109 

73% 

44% 

14% 

11% 

R» 

no 

IWi 

100 

71 

48% 

SI  % 

Mar 

188 

150% 

119 

90 

66 

47 

tan 

-* 

196 

*— 

*139% 

92% 

Pus 

Dec 

1 

1 

2 

28 

78 

128 

ten 

1ft 

3b 

41 

63% 

95% 

136 

Beb 

25% 

38 

55% 

78% 

107*: 

143% 

Mar 

41 

54 

72% 

95 

123 

157 

Jun 

— 

102 

— 

144% 

198% 

Series 


Crib 
Dec  Mar  fan 


Pris 
OccMar  faa 


AbbyNai-  600 

38', 

57 

64% 

0 

16% 

27% 

fBJ7l 

650 

4%  27% 

38 

16 

41% 

52 

Amaru 

-  200 

20 

26 

32% 

0 

4 

ft 

1*219%) 

220 

3 

14 

21 

3% 

12 

14% 

Barclays 

_  750 

32 

55 

65 

1 

21% 

31 

f779) 

BM 

3 

27 

J9. 

22 

47% 

5ft 

Blue  Chi 

-  330 

6 

20%  26 

3 

12%  21% 

ms 

MO 

0 

8 

13 

27 

31 

40 

BrGa*_ 

-  220 

10% 

20% 

24% 

| 

6% 

11% 

easy 

240 

Oi 

w% 

14% 

11% 

Ift 

22 

M*W»—  3W 

19% 

35% 

44% 

1 

12% 

16 

t-KB-J 

420 

1% 

19% 

23 

IJ-i 

25 

30% 

ftne— 

_  XU 

2ft 

37 

42 

0 

4 

7% 

M29) 

330 

4% 

17 

21 

4% 

M% 

Ift 

TaruMK —  IQO 

2 

ft 

11% 

1 

6 

9 

HOI'd 

no 

0 

5 

7 

8% 

12 

15% 

HIUWWT 

-  ISO 

4% 

1ft 

12% 

| 

6 

11% 

PJ63I 

180 

0 

4 

4% 

17 

Ift  25% 

loncbo —  160 

16% 

20 

25 

0 

2% 

5 

PUWA 

180 

1% 

8 

14 

4% 

11% 

14 

Seta. _ _  100 

1% 

6 

7% 

1% 

4<! 

6% 

non 

no 

0 

2% 

3% 

10 

II 

13 

Thm  Erai  1500 

92%  126 

62 

0 

2ft 

XI 

riswj 

1600 

11%  66%  102% 

19 

59 

71 

TfcroldBS 

-  263 

23*. 

Si 

35 

0 

4 

7 

(*28S 

2®> 

5% 

15% 

32% 

4 

11 

14% 

TSB - 

390 

21 

% 

31 

0 

IB 

Ift 

(NOft) 

421 

1% 

7 

Ift 

12 

J4 

37 

Series  Jan  Apr  Jul  Jan  Apr  Jal 

Glare  Wen  850 

STH 

75 

87% 

4% 

20 

28% 

P»W'd 

900 

24%  43% 

19%'  41% 

Sft 

HSBC— 

HOI 

33% 

62 

76% 

22 

53% 

63% 

(*1005) 

1050 

13 

39%  53 

52 

S3 

92% 

Renta—  600 

21%  39 

53% 

13%  28% 

34% 

posy 

650 

4% 

17% 

31%  46%  57 

63 

Series  iad  Apr  Jul  Jta  Apr  Jol 

Royal  im,  MO 

31% 

42 

48 

2 

15 

1ft 

pass 

390 

13 

25 

32 

12 

29% 

34% 

Salts  Bee  Mar  Jus  pccMu  Ids 

Flams —  260 

4% 

8% 

10 

ft 

.ft 

ft 

raw 

2*0 

0 

0 

0 

16 

16 

16 

Series  Fete  May 

Frii  May 

Eastern  GP950  29  39  —  ft  ft  — 
P9743  1000  0  0  -  30V  30  - 

SoicS  DeeMar  Jon  Dec  Mar  Jtm 


Hall  Pwr_  420  2ft  S*  50  0  5  1ft 

P4464  460  I  16  27*1  I  ft  22  Wi 

Sen  Pm-  360  ft  16  24V  2*,  14',  Ift 

PWJ  390  0  5V  11V  2 ff,  33V  35 


Period 

Open 

High 

Low 

Sen 

Val 

FT-SE  100 

Dec  95  _ 

3669.0 

36950 

36630 

36750 

15894 

Previous  open  Interest:  84270 

Mar  96  — 

3«20 

37210 

36*10 

37010 

15084 

FT-SE  250 

Dec  95  . 

39600 

39600 

396Q.O 

39600 

17 

Previous  open  Lnieresc  3658 

Mar  96- 

39950 

39950 

39950 

39950 

17 

Three  Month  Sterling 

Dec  95  - 

93L50 

93.51 

93.48 

9330 

7314 

Previous  open  lnieresc  -XD688 

Mar  96- 

93  02 

93-87 

9181 

9183 

16498 

Three  Mth  Eurodollar 

Previous  open  Interest:  1 10 

jun  96  - 

Dec  95  - 
Mar  96- 

93.97 

94X15 

9197 

94X0 

9421 

9440 

12949 

0 

0 

Three  Mth  Euro  DM 

Dec  95  - 

96.  W 

9625 

96.10 

96.15 

62054 

Previous  open  Lniensc  997534 

Mar  96.. 

96J9 

9600 

96J9 

96.45 

60484 

Long Gflt 

Dec  ft  ... 

111-10 

.  111*11 

111-06 

111*10 

1150 

previous  open  Intense  151448 

Mar  96- 

I  ID-22 

111-03 

1 10-30 

110-28 

JltHO 

Japanese  Govuu  Bond 

Mar  ft- 

12109 

121.96 

12103 

121.95 

1053 

Jun  96  _ 

120.41 

120.41 

120.41 

12049 

20 

German  Gov  Bd  Bund 

Mar  ft  — 

98.89 

99.16 

9806 

9909 

previous  open  lnieresc  209237 

Jun  ft 

98J9 

9131 

9829 

98J9 

407 

Three  month  ECU 

Dec  ft  - 

94  A3 

94.71 

9401 

94.68 

1046 

previous  open  interest  20670 

Mar  ft.  _ 

9401 

94.93 

94.81 

9439 

1096 

Euro  Swiss  Franc 

Dec®  - 

97.95 

98.16 

97.95 

98.13 

5705 

Previous  open  Interest  5332] 

Mar  96- 

98.18 

9130 

9a  14 

98J9 

13570 

Italian  Govmi  Bond 

Mar  ft  — 

106.47 

10604 

10522 

IQ5.4J 

Previous  open  Interest  49250 

Jun  ft  - 

1135—35 

105JS 

104.90 

IOSJM 

101 

<  ;V  >  .  MONEY RflffES(%^ 

k-ir*-'-! 

.h.s.JL'. 

Base  Rates  Clearing  Banks  ft  Finance  Hse  7 

Discount  Market  Loans  o/nlglii  high:  ft  Low  6'.  week  cued: 

Treasury  Bats  (DjsJrBuy  2  tmh  6»« ;  3  mtti  ftn .  Set):  2  mfft  6'. ;  3  mtfud'n . 

I  nnta 

Prime  Bank  BOb  (Dish  6V6»» 

Surfing  Money  Rales  b*Vr6"n 
Interbank: 

OvemlEbt  open  6f>.  dose  6'. . 


Local  Atribority  Deps 
Slcifing  CDs 
Dollar  CDs 
Budding  Society  CDs 


Vu 

6a*-bun 

5-83 


2  m* 

3  mth 

bm* 

12  mth 

V'rffu 

6'w«% 

tttr&a 

6“lrtun 

tfarV. 

6*ir*“n 

(?MT<S% 

6V6'- 

6*r4P« 

n/a 

6% 

6% 

6*» 

6“e*6i,ii 

6*ir6 'd 

6*11-6% 

•  n/a 

508 

5^5 

5.44 

6'%r6*%. 

6%r6% 

(An#.  . 

6%8% 

1 


T-.  ,-r 


RLV.! 


Boffioo:  Open  S3S6lOO-38&30  Close:  SM5.7D-386J0  High:  5386.05-386.55 
low:  $385 JO-385.70  AM:  $385.70  PM:  $385.70 
Krugerrand:  $385.75-387.75  R250X»-3S2X« 

Pfadamn:  $409^5  fL266.S0)  SDvcr:  $5. 1 5 IU345)  PaDadmac  *133^5  (L86.M) 


Mkt  Rates  for  Dec  14 

Amsterdam - 

Brussels - — 

Copenhagen _ 

Dublin _ 

Ftankfun._ _ _ 

Lisbon - 

Madrid _ 

Milan— _ 

Monireal — _ _ 

New  yoffc.„w _ 

Oslo _ _ _ _ 

Paris  - - 

stocimolm - 

Tokyo - 

Vienna  — 

Zurich  — 


Soane  Extei 


24829-24952 
45^6-45.34 
8J9I0^64)0 
0.9675-0,9703 
2JI77-2J284 
23141-23401 
188.64-189 JO 
244&6-Z465.6 
21116-2.138 
13356-1.5426 
9-795&9M30 
7JMIO-7xl»0 
lOJro-icusi 
155^4-156^4 
15.003- 15.682 
1.7925-1 4077 


Clow 

1  month 

3  month 

2.4839-2.4*1 

%-%pr 

IVl  %pr 

45J6ri5^7 

I2-9pr 

31-26pr 

8J9IOA6130 

lV.pT 

3W%pr 

0:96760.9(01 

MHifiT 

2W7pr 

12I77-2223M 

v%pr 

l*rl%pr 

Z32.41-23J03 

3M9ds 

I3l-l75ds 

188^4-189.13 

42-52(13 

130-175(15 

24610*24650 

7-«S 

23-ads 

2.II75-L12Q5 

oiwxspr 

021-Ompr 

1.5416-15426 

oowwwpr 

O2S-022pr 

9.799MO140 

i-*jpr 

3-T.pr 

7.6410-70550 

10228*10251 

•  as 

IVl'ipr 

%-%ds 

156J7-I56XM 

%-%pr 

2*^2%pr 

15^03-lSxSJO 

*r%p r 

IJ.pr 

1.7925-1.7953 

‘<r%pr 

1-I'aSs 

Premium  -  pr.  Discount  ■  as.  | 

Per  ardua  ad  Asda 


ASDA.  has  a  tendency  to  aim  high  and  then 
overshoot  its  target  Its  latest  goal  of  lifting 
like-for-like  sales  by  between  5  and  10  per  cent 
a  year  looks  ambitious  and  curiously  out  of  ■ 
step  with  its  own  view  ofthe  industry. 

Archie  Norman,  Asda’s  chief  executive, 
paints  a  picture  of  slow  growth  and  worsen- . 
ing  price  competition,  a  trend  that  is  forcing 
food  retailers  to  look  to  service  gimmicks  and  . 
loyalty  cards  in  their  efforts  to  lift:  safes. . 

Asda  has  managed  to  outperform  the 
competition  for  each  of  the  last  38  months. 
The  12.6  per  cent  rise  in  underlying  sales  in 
the  28  weeks  to  November  11  is  more  than 
double  the  industry  average  and  for  ahead  of 
the  nearest  rival,  Tesca  which  notched  iq>a  6 
per  cent  like-for-like  advance  in  the  24  weeks 
to  August  12.  Asda  is  still  riding  high  on  the 
productivity  loop  —  lower  prices  stimulating 


increased  sales,  -which  reduce  cost  ratios  awl 
in  turn  lead  to  improved  profits  enabling 
tower  prices. 

.  Womes  that  this  wheel  .will  soon  stop 
Hinting  are  premature.  Asda*s  superstores 
are  bigger  than  the  average  oottei  and  more 
floorspace  putsthfr  group  in  pole  position  to 
make  the  most  of  the  move  into  higher- 
margin.  nonfood  retailing*  Added-  Id .-that 
development  are  cost  benefitefrom  AsctoOT 
million  investment  in  new  systems.  -  . 

.  Management  concerns  are  also  troubling 
investors,  inducting,  rumours  that  MrNor- 
man  might  choose  to  abandon  his  high  profile 
role  of  food  industry  boss  for  the  obscurity  of 
the  Tory  bade  benches.  These  are  overplayed; 
the  Asda  management  is  strong  enough. to 
cany  on  should  their  leader  choose  to’  tilt  at 
windmills  in  Westminster. 


Securicor 

THE  City  cannot  make  up  its 
mind  how  to  value  Securi¬ 
cor.  Hitherto,  analysts  have 
focused  on  the  group’s  40  per 
cent  stake  in  CeQnet  which, 
in  the  pastyear,  produced  70 
per  cent  of  the  profit  and 
assumed  that  manned 
guarding  and  distribution 
were  the  icing  . on  the  cake. 

However,  the  security 
business  is  looking  distinctly 
less  sweet  as  new  entrants, 
such  as  RentokiL,  increase 
competition  and  depress 
margins.  More  important, 
the  Government  has  blocked 
the  sale  of  Seaman's  Cellnet 
interest  to  BT.  With  the 
obvious  buyer  ruled  oat 
questions  must  begin  to  be 
asked  whether  the  group’s  40 
per  cent  stake  is  still  worth 
the  £15  billion  claimed  fay 
optimists. 

Securicor  would  still  like 
to  realise  its  investment  A 


disposal  would  return  value 
to  shareholders  in  the  form 
of  a  special  dividend,  allow 
further  investment  in  distri¬ 
bution  and  prisons  and  pro¬ 
vide  the  funds  to  sort  out  the 
company’s  confusing  and  ar¬ 
chaic  share  structure  which 
restricts  voting  to  ordinary 
shareholders.  The  more 
widely  traded  “A”  shares 
cany  no  votes,  while  prefer¬ 


ence  sharehokterscanalso 
participate  in  ordinaiy  drvi- 
dends.  A  flotation  of  the 
Cellnet  stake  is  still  a  possi¬ 
bility  but  Securicor  should 
act  quickly.  Cellnet  is  con¬ 
fined  to  the  UK,  the  most 
mature  market  for -mobile 
phones,  and  the  contintting 
success  of  Orange  will  de¬ 
press  further  the  value  of 
Cellnet 
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Scottish  Hydro 

SCOTTISH  Hydro-Electric 
could  be  left  waiting  at  the 
altar  next  week.  First  Hydro, 
the  pumped  storage  business 
which  used  to  bea  part  of  the 
National  Grid,  is  expected  to 
reject  the  modest  local  boy  in 
favour  of  an  American  wav¬ 
ing  lots  of  cash. 

Hydro-Electric  is  anxious 
to  secure  its  position  ahead  of 
toe  free-for-all  energy  market 
due  to  arrive  in  199S.  With  the 
toe  race  for  First  Hydro  all 
but  lost  the  question  for  the 
Scots  is  where  will  it  find  an 
alternative  investment  The 
generator  is  alone  among  the 
lour  main  power-producing 
companies  m  rejecting  the 
option  of  a  bid  for  a  regional 
electricity  company. 

Hydro,  which  last  year 
defied  the  eledririty  regula¬ 
tor  over  pricing  and  was 
referred  to  the  Monopolies 
and  Mergers  Commission, 
has  indicated  a  preference  for 
buying  up  individual  assets 
rather  than  whole  electricity 
companies.  The  company  is 


keener  on  supply  than  distri¬ 
bution  and  such  a  .strategy 
sits  more  comfortably  in  its 
balance  sheet 
Meanwhile  talks  with  Brit¬ 
ish  Gas  continue  over  a 
possible  joint  development  of 
a  power  station.  Hydro  al¬ 
ready  has  such  a  joint  ven¬ 
ture  with  Norweb- 
Overseas  projects  open 
other  possibilities  although 
Hydro  will  do  better  to 
consolidate  the  customer 
base  in  England  and  Wales 
which  is  showing  strong 
signs  of  growth. 

M&G 

M&G  prides  itself  chi  its  long¬ 
term  approach  to  investment 
but  the  company  seems  to 
believe  there  is  a  risk  that  its 
own  fund  managers  might 
take  a  short-term  view  of 
their  jobs.  Administrative 
costs  soared  during  toe  past 
year,  in  large  part  due  to  a  £9 
million  charge  relating  to 
reorganisation  and  invest¬ 
ment  in  new  technology,  but 
within  the  overall  increase 


the  company  admitted  to  an  8 
per  cent  rise  in  staff  costs. 

M&G  blamed  the  S  per 
cenr  real  increasein  the  sala¬ 
ry  bill  on  die  need  to  bring 
fond  manager  salaries  up  to 
industry  standards:  The  com¬ 
pany  pointed  to  the  bid  ru¬ 
mours  in  the  sector  which 
have  sent  the  shares  of  fund 
management  companies 
rocketing  in  the  hope  that  big 
banks  will  make  ludicrously 
expensive  offers.  That  in  turn 
leads  to  the  worry  that  the 
main  assets  of  toe  companies 
may  go  to  rival  companies. 

The  bids  have  so  for  foiled 
to  emerge  and  share  prices 
are  off  their  peaks  but  M&G 
is  still  looking  dear,  trading 
on  a  forward  multiple  of  20 
times  compared  with  175  for 
rival  pension  fund  manager 
MAM.  In  a  difficult  market, 
M&G  is  making [gains  in  the 
fight  for  retail  business 
which  over  toe  longer  terra 
should  grow  rapidly.  Even 
so,  MAG'S  price  should  slip 
bade  further. 

Edited  by  Carl  Mortis hed 
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Doctors  in 
distress 

the  loss  Of  .  the  Amec 
'account  to  rivals  Dewe 
Rogerson  and  the  rap 
“TOU  the  Takeover  Panel 
pould  not  have  come  at  a 
Worse  tune  for  Financial 
Dynamics,  the  City  spin 
doctors.  Financial  Dynam¬ 
ics  directors  arc  in  the  Final 
stages  of  negotiating  lucra¬ 
tive  earn-outs  with  the 
firm’s  principal  sharehold¬ 
er.  BDDP  of  France.  The 
directors  include  ■  Tony 
Knox,  a  founding  partner 
and  voice  of  Amec  for 
many  a  year. 

Across  the  City  at  Dewe 
Rogerson.  Martin  Jackson 
has  been  handed  the  job  of 
saving  Amec  from  the 
dutches  of  Kvaemer.  He 
has  just  four  days  to  do  the 
job,  for  the  acrimonious 
bid  must  dose  on  Mon¬ 
day.  Not  surprisingly,  he 
seems  more  relaxed  than 
Knox.“Martin  .  cannot 
lose,"  said  a  friend.  "If 
Amec  wins,  he  Win  be 
bailed  as  a  saviour.  If 
Amec  loses,  he  can  blame 
Financial  Dynamics."  . 

Hole  sale  glut 

DISTRESSD  golf  courses 
are  such  a  drag  on  die 
market  that  Knight  Frank 
&  Rutky.  the  estate  agent, 
has  set  up  a  consulting 
team  to  encourage  buyers 
"to  See  potential  where 
none 'easts,  any  more  for 
the  current  owners*.  Sur¬ 
prisingly,  for 1  nineteenth 
hole  enthusiasts,  the  ex¬ 
perts  reckon  it  is  better  to 
spend  cash  on  basks  such 
as  the  actual  course  rather 
than  on  add-ons  such  as 
the  clubhouse  and  restau¬ 
rant  A  less  useful  dp  is 
that/as  for  any  property 
based  investment  the  loca¬ 
tion  is  by  far  the  most 
important  factor.  Moving 
your  bargain  could  prove 
expensive.  ■ 

•  CHRISTMAS  is  proving 
as  great  a  .commercial' 
opportunity  as  ever  tfiis . 
year  if  the  Christmas 
cards  received  by  your 
humble  columnists  are 
anything  io  g6  by.  A 
friendly  card  from  the 
management  and  staff  of 
neighbouring  Canary 
Wharf  has  a  large  picture 
of . . .  Canary  Wharf. . .  on 
the. front, A  simitar  greet-  ■ 
ing  from  Messrs  Guinness 
is  adorned  with  BelTs. 
Gordon's,  Dewar,  etc. 


Staff  at  a  City  firm  enjoying  their  annual  Christmas  outing.  Many  companies  have  splashed  out  this  year  on  providing  entertainment 

Party  time  again  as  British 
business  enters  festive  spirit 


It  is  the  season  to  be  jolly,  and 
Britain’s  businesses  are  entering 
into  the  party  spirit  more  whole¬ 
heartedly  than  for  years.  Virtual¬ 
ly  every  parly  planner  and  venue 
seems  to  be  running  several  events  a 
day.  with  some  companies  prepared  to 
spend  up  to  £500  a  head  to  raise 
corporate  morale. 

As  Kim  Eyre-Vamier,  who  has 
arranged  this  years  black-tie  bash  on 
December  19  for  the  London  advertis¬ 
ers  .  Delaney  Fletcher  Bezel),  put  it 
“You  could  pay  people  more  but  it 
wouldn’t  be  worth  as  much.” 

John  Nicholson,  the  business  psy¬ 
chologist  and  management  consultant 
whose  firm  advises  companies  as 
diverse  as  Watt  Disney.  Sun  Alliance 
and  British  Telecom,  said>‘There’s  no 
question  about  it,  die  Christmas  party 
is  important  You  should  do  it  and  do  it 
properly.  It  is  motivating  and  fun  and 
is  invariably  a  good  investment  in  time 
and  money.  It  gives  a  message  that  ‘our 
people  are  important*," 

•  Haw  important?  Many  companies 
like  to  stick  within  the  Government's 
tax-deductible  limit  and  were  encour¬ 
aged  by  the  increase  to  E75  this  year.  To 
help  companies  to  keep  within  the  limit 
some  of  the  big  themed  London  venues 
such  as  the  City  Christmas  Funfair  at 
Royal  Victoria  Docks,  or  the  Cadogan 
HaQ,  turned1  by  William  Bartholomew 
into  a  “Scottish  Christmas”  complete 
with  castle,  offer  popular  packages  of 
£69  per  person,  including  all  drink. 

Others  consider  their  staff  worth 
much  more,  tax  .deductible  or  not 
Caroline.  Arrastrong-Jcsoes,  who  with 
her  husband  Peregrine,  Lord  Snow¬ 
don’s  half  brother,  runs  Bentley's 
Entertainments, '  said-  “Most  of  our 
diems  are  spending  at  least  double 
that,  athough  our  parties  run  from 
£100  to  £500  a  head." 

Bentley's  is  doing  corporate  parties 
every  day  throughout  December, 
many  with  elaborate  themes  that  are 
kept  secret  from  all  but  the  party 
planners.  "We’ve  got  one  for  a  big 
advertising  agency  in  a  church  in 
Kennington  with  a  really  fiuiky  band, 
and.  another  James  Bond  party  with 
lots  of  special  effects  —  silver  Aston 
Martins,  beautiful  girls,  great  music, 
lush  locations." 


Victoria  McKee  finds  that  the  corporate 
Christmas  is  alive  and  kicking  up  its  heels 


lntercapital.  the  City  brokers,  has 
found  that  "people  remember  the 
themed  parties  for  two  or  three  years 
afterwards".  Michael  Spencer,  its  man¬ 
aging  director,  is  convinced  they’re 
good  for  business.  This  year,  at  the 
Gibson  Hall,  he  played  the  role  of  the 
Tsar  enjoying  a  White  Russian  Christ¬ 
mas  on  the  eve  of  the  1917  revolution, 
being  captured,  in  the  middle  of  a 
sumptuous  -state  banquet,  by  guests 
encouraged  to  feel  like  Russian  peas¬ 
ants  .  In  cases  like  this,  the  secrecy 
beforehand  can  reach  fever  pitch,  and 
staff  may  be  "teased"  with  hints  for 
weeks  in  advance,  raising  excitement 
and.  theoretically,  productivity. 

Phildrew  Ventures  of  Finsbury 
Square  held  a  big  Rio-themed  party  at 
the  Berkeley  Hotel,  complete  with 
palm  trees  and  salsa  girls.  Frank 
Neale,  a  partner  in 
tiie  firm,  said:  “We 
usually  spend  be¬ 
tween  £200  and  £300 
per  head,  and  have  a 
party  every  time  we 
raise  a  fund.  This 
year  we  took  our  16 
staff  for  a  Christinas 
outing  to  Paris  — 
but.  alas,  it  was  a 
long  way  to  walk 
from  the  Gare  du 
Nord  to  the  restau¬ 
rant  we  had  chosen." 

For  party  planners 
William  Bartholo¬ 
mew.  "this  Christ¬ 
mas  is  the  best  in 
many  years".  As  weO 
as  on-off  parties, 
such  as  taking  over 
part  of  the  V&A  mu¬ 
seum  in  Kensington 
for  Elf  Petroleum, 
the  Cafe  Royal  for 
Morgan  Stanley, 
preparing  a  Holly- 
wood  Christmas  for 

“a.  TT, 


Seasonal  song  for  parfygoers 


Ddphina  Studios,  and  James  Bond 
parties  in  the  old  M15  building  for  an 
advertising  company  and  a  hotel 
group,  he  is  busy  every  night  with  his 
ready-made  Scottish  Christmas.  BZW 
and  Morse  Computers  have  been 
among  those  enjoying  a  discotheque 
and  four-course  dinner  for  £69  a  head 
at  Cadogan  Hall  in  Chelsea- 
For  those  with  smaller  companies 
and  less  desire  for  exclusivity.  Elegant 
Days  offers  the  opportunity  to  buy 
tables  at  its  City  Rmfair,  complete  with 
dodgems.  Big  Wheel  and  helter-skelter. 
Banks,  insurance  and  investment  com¬ 
panies.  advertising  agencies  and  tele¬ 
vision  types  are  among  those  buying 
tables  there. 

“A  lot  are  understandably  coy  about 
talking  about  how  much  money  they 
spend  on  parties.”  says  Eddie  Hoare  of 
Elegant  Days,  chair¬ 
man  of  tiie  Corporate 
Hospitality  Associ¬ 
ation,  who  would 
like  to  set  a  British 
standard  for  busi¬ 
ness  entertaining, 
should  such  a  tiling 
be  possible. 

The  changing  face 
of  work  means  that 
Christinas  parties 
are  no  longer  just  for 
those  who  know  each 
other  to  see  each 
other  in  more  relaxed 
circumstances.  With 
increasing  numbers 
of  teleworkers,  out¬ 
side  managers  and 
“interim  managers", 
the  annual  party  can 
be  one  of  the  few 
times  to  meet  and 
network  with  col¬ 
leagues  who  are  usu¬ 
ally  just  names  on 
electronic  memoran¬ 
da  or  a  voices  on  the 

or  nartveoers  of  a  Phone- 
orpanygoere  "Everyone  will 


turn  up  with  their  own  agenda  and  it's 
vital  to  understand  that,  as  only  those 
who  can  read  the  hidden  agendas  will 
do  well  at  office  parties."  said  Dr  David 
Cowell,  a  specialist  in  the  psychology  of 
work.  While  he  does  not  advise  talking 
shop  openly,  you  should  “make  sure 
you  drop  subtle  comments  of  the  right 
sort  in  the  right  ears",  he  suggested. 
"And  remember  that  it’s  always  better 
to  turn  up.  even  if  you  end  up  making  a 
fool  of  yourself,  than  not  to  have  turned 
up  at  all.” 

Dr  Terry  Kallard.  a  psychologist 
specialising  in  change  in  organ¬ 
isational  function,  said:  “The  annual 
party  is  a  place  where  the  hierarchical 
barriers  tend  to  disappear,  and  in  my 
experience  the  more  you  can  break 
down  those  stupid  barriers,  the  more 
effective  the  organisation  is  likely  to 
become — as  companies  such  as  Rover 
have  shown.” 

Yet  Rover  does  not  appear  particu¬ 
larly  festive  and,  except  for  a  big 
annual  dinner  dance  for  its  Rover 
Sport  group,  held  in  Bournemouth  last 
weekend,  saves  its  celebrations  for 
launches.  Ian  Strachan.  its  press 
spokesman,  said;  "As  a  car  company, 
we’re  a  ‘dry*  site  and  don’t  have  a 
company  Christmas  party.  However, 
small  groups  who  work  together  may 
go  out  to  local  restaurants,  either 
paying  their  own  way,  or  with  bosses 
paying  out  of  their  own  pockets. " 

That  is  stOI  better  than  cutting  out  a 
party  completely,  Mr  Nicholson  said. 
"British  Gas  has  announced  that  ir’s 
not  going  to  contribute  to  its  annual 
pensioner’s  party.  That  will  be  a  huge 
strategic  mistake,"  he  said 

The  Hoover  plant  .in  Scotland, 
Courtaulds  Aerospace  in  Darlington 
and  the  Guardian  Royal  Exchange  in 
London,  are  among  the  “Scrooges” 
singled  out  in  a  Labour  Research 
Department  survey,  in  which  40  firms, 
employing  more  than  130,000  people, 
out  of  105  firms  questioned  admitted 
they  did  nothing  for  staff  at  Christmas. 

Mr  Nicholson,  who  attends  numer¬ 
ous  Christmas  parties  in  his  role  as 
outside  consultant,  commented  yester¬ 
day;  “irs  a  false  economy  to  cut  back  on 
tive  party.  You’d  be  losing  so  much  of 
the  goodwill  factor,  which  is  like  credit 
in  the  bank." 


Companies  operating 
in  Australia  are  brac¬ 
ing  themselves  for  a 
renewed  industrial  strife  as 
the  country’s  trade  unions 
take  centre  mount  a  last- 
ditch  attempt  to  prove  that 
they  still  matter. 

Faced  with  steadily  declin¬ 
ing  union  membership,  the 
Australian  Council  of  Trade 
Unions  (ACTli)  has  ended  ten 
yean  of  indukrial  relations 
stability  to  show  business  and 
government  it  still  has  the 
muscle  to  fight  its  corner 
British  businesses  have 
been  the  first  to  feel  the 
impact  Last  mouth,  P&O. 
the  British  shipping  giant, 
had  to  abandon  its  proposed 
acquisition  of  ANL,  Austra¬ 
lia’s  national  shipping  line, 
after  maritime  unions  re¬ 
fused  to  bade  down  over 
their  demands  that  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  retain  a  ten-year 
golden  share  in  the  business 
and  that  ANL’s  Asian  ship¬ 
ping  operations  be  protect¬ 
ed.  The  unions  had  threat¬ 
ened  a  national  waterfront 
strike  if  the  sale  to  P&O  went 
ahead  without  their  consent 
The  week  before.  CRA  — 

the  mining  _ 

giant  that  is 

being  merged  £  Mi 

with  Britain’s  , 

RTZ  -  had  to  navi 

abandon  plans 
to  introduce  sroma 

higher-paid  in-  dam 

dividual  con¬ 
tracts  for  its  nat 

workers  after  efr 

the  unions  a 

backed  70  strik- 
ing  CRA  workers  who  had 
refused  to  sign  by  calling  a 
national  coal  strike  and 
threatening  an  all-out  nat¬ 
ional  strike  if  CRA  did  not 
back  down.  In  what  the 
ACRf  described  as  a  victory 
for  the  union  movement, 
CRA  has  now  agreed  to  give 
its  non-union  workers  an  8 
per  cent  pay  rise  and  drop 
legal  action  against  them. 

The  union's  timing  could 
not  be  better.  Although  the 
Australian  Government  had 
made  dear  that  it  much 
preferred  to  sell  ANL  to 
P&O  than  to  retain  it  and 
restructure  it,  ministers  have 
tittle  stomach  for  a  damag¬ 
ing  national  strike  in  die 
run-up  to  what  is  expected  to 
be  a  closely  fought  election. 
When  its  attempts  at 
brokering  a  deal  between 
the  two  sides  failed,  the 
Government  had  little 
choice  but  to  admit  defeat 
and  call  the  whole  thing  off. 

Richard  Hein,  P&O’s  chief 
executive  in  Australia,  says 
he  was  "disappointed  but  not 
surprised"  by  the  Govern¬ 
ment  decision  not  to  sell  after 
the  union’s  demands,  which 
he  describes  as  "unrealistic 
and  impossible  to  meet  com¬ 
mercially”,  proved  unaccept¬ 
able  to  the  company. 

P&O  and  CRA  are  now 


C  Ministers 
have  little 
stomach  for  a 
damaging 
national 
strike? 


counting  the  cost  of  their 
skirmishes  with  the  unions. 
P&O  is  understood  to  have 
spent  more  than  A$].5  mo¬ 
tion  (£730,000)  in  direct  costs 
associated  with  buying 
ANL,  not  to  mention  more 
than  year  of  management 
time  wasted  on  the  proposed 
deal,  ending  with  three 
months  of  intense  negotia¬ 
tions  with  the  unions.  CRA 
is  estimated  to  have  lost 
several  million  dollars  of 
profit  from  the  coal  strike, 
and  the  cost  to  Australian 
business  as  a  whole  is  put  at 
more  than  A$270  million. 

Dick  Warburton,  one  of 
Australia’s  leading  industri¬ 
alists,  has  warned  of  the 
damage  to  industry  that  the 
unions’  hard-line  stance 
could  inflict,  saying:  “Any 
time  you  get  a  dispute  of  this 
nature,  the  stakes  keep  get¬ 
ting  ratcheted  upwards  and 
eventually  one  side  believes 
it  has  got  to  win  the  battle. 
Ultimately,  though,  we  all 
lose  the  war." 

The  unions  are  determined 
not  to  do  things  by  halves, 
bringing  in  Bob  Hawke,  the 
former  Prime  Minister  and 

_  union  stalwart 

to  present  their 
isters  case  for  collect- 

rve  bargaining. 
Little  in  the  job  that 

i  for  a  !!L  S 

years  ago.  In 
ging  typical  grandi- 

.  ose  style,  Mr 

►nal  Hawke  de¬ 
ft  m  scribed  the  bat- 

‘  tie  with  CRA  as 

the  most  signif¬ 
icant  industrial  dispute  of 
the  post-war  period- 

Many.  however,  see  the 
union’s  sabre-rattling  as  its 
last  stand  in  an  era  in  which 
collective  bargaining  is  be¬ 
coming  less  relevant  to  the 
needs  of  the  Australian 
workforce.  Many  workers 
have  already  turned  their 
back  on  unionism  in  ex¬ 
change  for  higher  pay.  while 
the  rise  of  service  industries, 
such  as  hospitality  and  in¬ 
formation  technology,  and 
the  increase  in  part-time 
work  and  contractors  are 
eroding  the  unions'  mem¬ 
bership  base. 

Leon  Davis.  CRA’s  chief 
executive  —  who  is  moving 
to  the  UK  to  be  RTZ’s  chief 
executive  after  the  merger— 
says  die  unions  served  Aus¬ 
tralia  weD  in  the  past  but 
need  to  restructure  them¬ 
selves  for  tiie  future. 

CRA  has  made  clear  that  it 
intends  to  press  on  with  intro¬ 
ducing  individual  contracts, 
saying:  “Our  experience  has 
demonstrated  that  the  work 
of  employees  who  move  from 
a  collective  work  relationship 
to  a  direct  two-party  work  re¬ 
lationship  is  more  productive 
ft>r  the  company  and  more 
enjoyable,  as  well  as  being 
more  financially  rewarding 
for  employees." 


“The  cost?  Wete  talking 
telephone  numbers" 

Money  talks 

POUND  for  Pound,  a  new 
persona]  fmanee  show,  is 
to  join  BBC2*s.  stable  of 
specialist  programmes 
aimed  at  awfoer  audience. 
The  new  six-part  series 
starts  on  January  2  and 
indudes  a  challenge  for  an 
investment  broker  and-  a 
consortium  of  sixth 
formers  to  go  head-to-head 
and  double  £100.  Michael 
Clark,  one  of.  the_  show's 
presenters  and  comriden- 

ta%  the  stock  market  corr¬ 
espond  entof  The  Times; 
says  that  any  plans  to 
double  the  money  “must 
be  legal  and  not  frighten 
the  horseT.  Sounds  an 
impossible  task  to  me.  - 

Sardines  Again 

CHRISTMAS  Greetings 
from-  Gweodofyn^lamh, 
whb  is  coming  up-to  her 
14th  Christmas  bring,  as 
she  puts  it,  on  sardfass- 
Lamb  was -a.  depositor  in 
the  Isle  of  iVfan  Bank, 
which  was'  xBageaeanna- 
oostyctased  down  in  198% 


living  on  sar 
He  the  h'quida- 


State’s  demands 
on  Post  Office 

From  Mr  David  Cope 
Sir.  Over  the  last  few  years, 
the  Post  Office  has,  in  the  light 
of  the  expected  privatisation, 
reduced  costs  and  increased 
efficiency  to  augment  its  via¬ 
bility  to  potential  investors.  In 
a;  labour-intensive  industry, 
this  'has,  by  and  large,  beat 
achieved  at  the  expense  of  full¬ 
time  jobs.  Emergent  technol¬ 
ogy,  and  a  shin  in  policy 
towards  a  part-time  and  casu¬ 
al  workforce  has  further  un¬ 
dermined  the  morale  of  the 
employees.  Job  security,  we 
are  constantly  reminded,  can 
■only  come  through  increased 
productivity,  from  diversifica¬ 
tion,  by  investment. 

It  was,  then,  with  regret  that 
I  read  -  the  rejoinder  of 
Pennington  (December  1),  to 
the  reaction  of  the  Post  Office 
over  the  Chancellor's  “whole¬ 
sale  looting"  of  its  investment 
capifai- 

■  we  on  the  front  line  of  the 
industry  are  under  no  illu¬ 
sions.  When  Mr  Clarke  levies 
his  windfall  tax,  the  business 
will  .respond  by  “cutting  out 
another  slice  of  fat"  and  that 
will  mean  through  the  flesh 
arid  down  to  the  bone  of  the 
rank  mid  file. 

Please-  spare  a  thought  for 
the  ’  ineritable  casualties 
amongst  those  that  have 
hdpedto  make  Britain*  postal 
seryice  the  envy  of  the  world. 
Yours  faithfully, 

DAVID  COPE, 

124  Minerva  Street. 

Bui  well, 

Nottingham. 


Tax  imposition  will  encourage  departures  of  key  staff  Welsh  Water's  Pre-BSE  Comer  House  nostalgia 


From  Messrs  Kingston  Smith 

Sir,  The  Chancellor’s  revised 
proposals  for  the  tax  treatment 
"of  share  options  still  fail  to 
address  the  main  concern  of 
successful  private  companies. 

Unless  their  benefit  falls 
within  the  £20,000  limit,  em¬ 
ployees  of  private  companies 
who  profit  from  exercising 
Inland  Revenue-approved 
share  options  will  be  subject  to 
an  immediate  tax  charge  with¬ 
out  the  means  to  pay  for  it 

This  is  because,  unlike  pub¬ 
lic  companies,  employees  of 
private  companies  will  not  be 
able  to  sell  some  of  their 


shares  on  the  stock  market  to 
raise  the  funds  to  pay  the  tax. 

The  Chancellor’s  continued 
imposition  will  encourage  key 
people  to  leave  private  com¬ 
panies  earlier  than  would 
otherwise  be  the  case  — 
because  private  companies 
normally  buy  back  shares 
from  departing  employees  and 
that  may  be  the  only  way  that 
employees  will  be  able  to  raise 
die  funds  to  pay  the  tax. 

This  contradicts  entirely  the 
original  purpose  of  share  op¬ 
tion  schemes  which  was  to 
motivate  people  to  stay  and 
contribute  to  the  growth  in  the 
value  of  their  company.  A  fair 


and  practical  solution  for  pri¬ 
vate  companies  would  be  to 
defer  the  collection  of  such  tax 
until  the  shares  are  eventually 
sold. 

Once  again,  the  public  com¬ 
pany  perspective  on  events 
has  dominated  the  headlines, 
whereas  the  needs  of  private 
companies,  which  are  so  im¬ 
portant  to  the  growth  of  our 
economy,  are  overlooked. 

Yours  faithfully, 

KINGSTON  SMITH. 
Chartered  Accountants. 
Devonshire  House. 

146  Bishopsgate, 

EC2. 


Action,  yes,  but  fair  value  for  all  from  a  united  Council  of  Lloyd’s 


From  Robert  Htscax 
Sir,  I  note  that  Mr  Deeny,  on 
election  to  the  Council  of 
Lloyd*,  announced  to  the 
press  that  there  is  now  a  real 
prospect  of  a  realistic  level  of 


Caring  face  of  bank 

From  Miss  J.  Ernestine 
Bagshaw 

Sir,  During  the  55  years  I  have 
been  a  customer  with  Barclays 
Bank.  Strand'  WC2,  I  have 
received  pleasant  and  swift 
attention.  1  have  never  had 
any  errors. 

The  junior  staff  seem  to 
have  a  certain  amount  of 
discretion.  If  a  letter  relating  to 
a  high-interest  account  has  not 
arrived,  the  clerk  is  able  to 
deal  with  the  request  immed¬ 
iately  instead  of  the  usual  % 


compensation  being  paid  to 
names. 

1  assume  he  means  that  the 
Action  Group  leaders  elected 
to  Council  will  press  hard  for 
compensation  in  excess  of  the 


days’  notice.  As  to  Barclay- 
card,  my  remarks  also  apply, 
last  Friday.  I  telephoned 
about  a  missing  Visa  card. 
The  same  afternoon,  a  bou¬ 
quet  of  flowers  arrived  from 
their  tost  and  stolen,  depart¬ 
ment  which  did  wonders  for 
my  morale  as  I  am  recovering 
from  a  stroke. 

There  offices  are  obviously 
happy  "ships”. 

Yours  faithfully. 

J.  ERNESTINE  BAGSHAW. 
Porte  Bonheur, 

87  Park  Read,  ' 

Brentwood,  Essex. 


existing  offer,  which  is  about 
three  times  the  amount  that 
litigants  could  hope  to  achieve 
in  court 

Members  of  Lloyd's  are 
elected  to  the  Council  to  act  on 
behalf  of  the  whole  Society, 
not  one  part  of  it  They  are  not 
supposed  to  act  as  delegates. 

The  Council  of  Lloyds 
should  not  be  tike  Parliament 
with  people  with  opposite 
views,  representing  different 
factions,  fighting  each  other, 
but  should  be  like  a  board  of 
directors,  united  in  then- 
efforts  to  bring  valis  to  all 
shareholders. 

Yours  faithfully. 

ROBERT  HiSCOX, 

Hisoox  Holdings  Ltd., 

52  Leadenhall  Street 
London, 

EC3. 


profit  sources 

From  MrT.  C.J.  Carter 
Sir.  It  was  veiy  interesting  to 
read  of  the  63%  rise  in  profits 
of  Welsh  Water  and  the  way 
the  company  attributes  their 
performance  to  increased  eff¬ 
iciency  (Business  News,  Nov¬ 
ember  25). 

However,  it  should  be  re¬ 
membered  that  they  are  by  far 
the  highest  when  it  comes  to 
charging.  1  know  of  house¬ 
holds  both  in  Gloucester  (Sev¬ 
ern  Trust)  and  Worthing  (East 
Sussex),  which  are  very  simi¬ 
lar  to  mine,  where  the  com¬ 
bined  water  and  sewage 
charges  are  only  60%  of  our 
biff  Perhaps  “enthusiastic 
bUling"  should  be  added  to  the 
reasons  for  good  performance. 
Yours  faithfully, 

T.C.J.  CARTER, 

8  Woodland  View. 
Ross-on-Wye, 

Herefordshire. 


Banking  discrepancy 

From.  T.  Sales 

Sir.  In  his  article  (December  6) 
Pennington  writes  “Time  was 
when  a  bank  was  a  temple  of 
marbled  prudence  and  its 
manager  a  forbidding,  inn- 
striped  pillar  of  rectitude" 

Please  tell  me  when  this  took 
place.  1  started  to  work  for  a 
bank  in  1931  and  retired  as  a 
manager  in  1973,  but  I  some¬ 
how  seem  to  have  missed  it 
Yours  faithfully. 

T.  SALES 

6  Temple  Fortune  Lane. 

NW11 7UD. 


From  Lord  Brightman 
Sir,  Following  upon  Mr  Don¬ 
ald  Reeves's  letter  (December 
12),  I  also  am  wrapped  in  waves 
of  intense  nostalgia.  In  the 
early  1950s,  as  an  impecunious 
barrister,  I  regarded  the  Cov¬ 
entry  Street  Comer  House  as 
the  finest  eating  place  in 
London.  On  the  infrequent 
occasions  when  1  received  a 
brief,  1  would  take  my  wife 
there  for  a  superb  duck  roasted 
on  the  spit,  or  a  salmon,  served 


by  our  favourite  Polish  waiter, 
recently  released  from  his 
country's  armed  forces.  I  re¬ 
member  it  all  so  well.  We  took 
some  of  our  many  French 
friends  there.  It  was  not  expen¬ 
sive.  One  of  them,  a  member 
of  the  Academie  Francaise. 
told  us  that  the  beef  (pre-BSE) 
was  better  than  any  he  could 
eat  in  Paris. 

Yours  nostalgically. 
BRIGHTMAN, 

House  of  Lords,  SWI. 


Following  the  DIVIDEND  DECLARATION  by  Ford  Motor 
Company  (U.S.)  on  12  October,  1995  NOTICE  is  now 
given  that  the  following  DISTRIBUTION  will  become 
payable  on  or  after  15  December,  1 995. 


Gross  Distribution  per  unit 
Less  15%  USA  WHhhoWng  Tax 

Converted  at  $1,545 


1.7500  Cents 
0-2625  Cents 

1.4875  Cents 
£0.00962783 


Claims  should  be  lodged  with  the  DEPOSITARY;  National 
Westminster  Bank  PLC,  Basement  Juno  Court  24  Present 
Street  London  El  8BB  on  special  forms  obtainable  from 
that  office. 

United  Kingdom  Banks  and  Members  of  the  Stock  Exchange 
should  mark  payment  of  the  dividend  in  the  appropriate 
square  on  the  reverse  of  foe  certificate. 

All  other  claimants  must  complete  the  special  form  and 
present  this  at  the  above  address  together  with  the 
certificate^)  for  marking  by  the  National  Westminster  Bank 
PLC.  Postal  aupBcaiions  cannot  be  accepted. 


Dated  15  December,  1995 


.1 
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UK  bids  in 
Australian 
power  sale 

From  Rachel  Bridge 

IN  SYDNEY 

POWERGEN  and  Nat- 
ional  Power  have  emerged 
as  bidders  for  a  power 
station  in  Australia  which 
is  expected  to  go  under  the 
hammer  for  at  least  A$2 
billion  (£966  million}.  The 
sale  of  die  coal-fired 
Yalloum  power  station  is 
the  latest  stage  of  the  State 
Government  of  Victoria's 
successful  electricity  priva¬ 
tisation  programme. 

The  sell-off  has  already 
reaped  A$9  billion  from 
the  sale  of  the  state's  five 
distribution  companies, 
more  than  twice  the 
amount  expected. 

Hoever  analysts  point 
out  that  buying  a  power 
station  is  a  very  different 
proposition  to  buying  a 
distributor,  with  Victoria’s 
wholesale  electricity  prices 
expected  to  fall  by  between 
10  and  IS  per  cent  over  the 
next  three  yean. 

The  two  British  contend¬ 
ers  are  believed  to  be 
competing  separately  for 
the  1450  mW  power  station 
against  four  American- 
based  consortia,  including 
a  team  made  up  of  Han¬ 
son’s  US  coal  mining  com¬ 
pany  Peabody  and  US 
power  group  NRG. 

PowerGen  is  under¬ 
stood  to  have  found  itself 
an  Australian  partner, 
while  National  Power  is 
bidding  atone.  A  shortlist 
is  expected  to  be  an¬ 
nounced  in  January  with 
the  winner  chosen  try  the 
end  of  February. 


Cellnet  boosts  Securicor  profit 
despite  squeeze  on  market 

JL  JK.  MM-HAH 


ByPaulDurman 

PRE-CHRISTMAS  sales  of 
mobile  phones  have  failed  to 
meei  industry  expectations, 
Cellnet  said  yesterday, 

Steve  Rowley,  Cellnet  mar¬ 
keting  director,  said  that,  al¬ 
though  sales  were  buoyant, 
“the  absolute  size  of  the  mar¬ 
ket  is  smaller  than  we  expect¬ 
ed™.  He  suggested  that  the 
highly  competitive  offers 
available  throughout  this  year 
have  prevented  a  repeat  of  last 
year's  pre-Christmas  sales 
bonanza. 

Cellnet,  40  per  cent  owned 
by  Securicor  Group,  which 
announced  full-year  results 
yesterday,  added  57,000  new 
subscribers  in  October,  69,000 
in  November  and  40,000  so 
far  this  month.  Mr  Rowley 
said  he  expected  the  Decem¬ 
ber  total  to  add  between 
80.000  and  200,000  subscrib¬ 
ers  to  Cellnet 's  existing  total  of 
two  million. 

Mr  Rowley  said  Cellnet  was 
“tantalisingly  dose"  to  over¬ 
taking  Vodafone  as  the  largest 
of  the  nubile  telephone 
groups.  He  said  Cellnet  re¬ 
mains  the  fastest  growing, 
and  that  the  inroads  made  by 
Orange  and  Mercury 
One2Qne  had  been  at  the 
expense  of  Vodafone. 

Secu  near's  profits  from 
Cellnet  rose  26  per  cent  to 
£70.6  million  in  the  year  to 
September  30.  In  contrast,  the 
security,  parcel  distribution 
and  courier  businesses  man¬ 
aged  by  Securicor  contributed 
profits  of  £30.1  million,  a  22 
per  oent  rise.  The  group  total 
would  have  exceeded  £100 


icoi 


Roger  WIggs,  Securicor  chief  executive,  with  Chris  Shirtdiffe,  finance  director,  announced  profits  of  £99.4  million 


million  for  the  first  time  last’ 
year  but  for  the  £13  million 
costs  it  incurred  on  the  at- . 
tempted  sale,  blocked  in  June 
by  the  Government,  of  the 
Cellnet  stake  to  BT,  which 
owns  the  rest  of  the  company. 

This  pegged  group  pre-tax 
profits  baric  to  £99.4  million, 
up  from  £80.6  million.  Group 
sales  passed  £1  billion  for  the 


first  time.  Cellnet  has  recently 
introduced  a  new  product  that 
allows  calls  to  be  transferred 
to  mobile  phones  using  a 
traditional  four-digit  exten¬ 
sion  number. 

Cellnet  regards  tins  as  the 
start  of  the  convergence  be¬ 
tween  fixed  line  and  mobile 
telephony.  Roger  Wiggs, 
Securicor’s  chief  executive 


sale!:  "I  believe  Cellnet  is 
driving  the  market  now.  It’s  in 
control." 

Securicor’s  cash  carrying 
business  —  it  handles  more 
than  £100  billion  a  year  —  had 
a  tough  year,  hurt  by  in¬ 
creased  levels  of  attacks,  in¬ 
cluding  a  £5  million  robbery 
in  Manchester. 

Earnings  per  share  rose 


Scottish  Hydro-Electric  pic 

INTERIM  RESULTS  FOR  THE  SIX  MONTHS  ENDED  30  SEPTEMBER  1995 


■  Sales  up  5.7%  with  strong  growth  in  England  and  Wales. 

■  Stated  Earnings  per  share  up  80.4%  due  to  absence  of  1994’s 
debt  redemption  premium. 

■  Underlying  Earnings  per  share  up  10.1%. 

■  Interim  Dividend  op  9.4%  in  line  with  target 

■  Sendee  to  Customers  improved  again. 

CHAIRMAN'S  STATEMENT 

Commenting  on  the  results  Lord  Wilson,  Chairman,  said: 

"Our  strong  underlying  earnings  growth  has  come  mainly  from 
improved  sales  throughout  Britain  which  have  offset  the  real  price 
reductions  in  most  market  sectors.  The  absence  of  a  debt  redemption 
premium  this  year  somewhat  distorts  comparison  of  stated  figures.  The 
underlying  improvement  in  operating  profit  and  in  earnings  per  share 
was  7.7%  and  10.1%  respectively.  We  have,  therefore,  raised  our  interim 
dividend  9.4%  in  line  with  our  current  growth  target  This  dividend  is 
covered  2.5  times  and  will  be  paid  to  shareholders  on  20  March  1996. 

"Sales  volumes  to  domestic  customers  in  Scotland  were  up  on 
1994,  reversing  the  negative  impact  of  VAT  last  year.  Commercial  and 
industrial  volumes  were  also  increased,  but  real  price  reductions  offset 
these  achievements  so  that  total  turnover  in  Scotland  was  slightly  down. 

"Sales  in  England  and  Wales  grew  strongly.  Volume  was  up  by 
over  18%  compared  with  the  same  period  last  year  and  turnover  was 
up  by  over  21%.  The  net  overall  effect  of  this  was  that  37%  of  total 
electricity  sales  volume  and  30%  of  our  total  turnover  was  accounted 
for  south  of  the  border.  A  continuing  emphasis  on  sewing  smaller 
customers  and  reducing  costs  helped  to  improve  operating  margins. 

"We  have  a  strong  underlying  cashflow.  Our  balance  sheet 
remains  robust  and  well  able  to  support  our  Scottish  investment  pro¬ 
gramme  as  well  as  the  development  projects  we  are  looking  to  conclude 
throughout  Britain.  Gearing  remains  virtually  unchanged  from  last  year 
at  30%,  including  our  share  of  the  debt  of  Keadby  Power  Limited, 
interest  cover  has  improved  to  30.4  times. 

"Improving  service  to  ail  our  customers  at  lower  prices  continues 
to  be  a  high  priority.  On  most  performance  measures  this  has  been 
achieved.  Customer  complaints  are  down  46%  on  last  year.  Raising  ser¬ 
vice  standards  even  further  is  a  key  focus  of  our  efforts.  We  look  for 
more  progress  in  this  area. 

“Part  of  our  service  improvement  programme  is  to  spend  heavily 
on  the  refurbishment  of  the  older,  mainly  rural  sections  of  our  distribu¬ 
tion  network  so  as  to  improve  reliability  of  supply.  Following  the  MMC's 
support  of  our  10  year  investment  programme  in  this  area,  the  momen¬ 
tum  of  work  is  increasing  and  we  expect  customers  to  see  real  benefits 
quite  soon. 

"Productivity  improvements  throughout  our  operations  are  vital  to 
our  ability  to  deliver  both  falling  real  prices  and  a  substantial  network 
investment  programme.  We  have  more  than  trebled  productivity  since 
1989.  The  further  actions  now  in  hand  to  raise  output  and  reduce  costs 
unit  further  improve  performance  over  the  next  2-3  years.  In  the  half  year 
controllable  overheads  have  been  cut  by  9%. 

"We  are  also  seeking  to  maintain  the  momentum  of  our  market 
share  expansion  which  has  been  a  major  source  of  our  earnings  growth 
since  1990.  Since  then  we  have  more  than  doubled  the  volume  of  elec¬ 
tricity  we  trade  and  we  are  currently  working  on  a  number  of  new  pro¬ 
jects  aimed  at  continuing  this  trend.  These  will,  however,  go  ahead  only 
if  we  are  satisfied  that  they  fit  our  tight  strategic  remit  and  have  good 
prospects  of  making  attractive  returns. 

"Hydro-Electric  has  reached  the  final  round  of  bidding  for  First 
Hydro  Ltd,  the  pumped  storage  business  in  England  and  Wales  previ¬ 
ously  owned  by  National  Grid.  The  outcome  of  the  sale  is  expected  to  be 
known  later  in  December,  if  Hydro-Electric  is  successful  at  this  stage, 
shareholders'  consent  to  the  acquisition  will  be  sought  at  an  EGM  in 
January,  full  details  of  which  would  be  given  in  a  circular  to  all  share¬ 
holders  early  in  January. 

"The  second  half  of  the  financial  year  has  started  satisfactorily 
and  we  are  confident  of  an  encouraging  result  for  the  full  period.” 

Lord  Wilson  of  Tillyom  gcmg 


GROUP  PROFIT  AND  LOSS  ACCOUNT  {UNAUDITED) _ 

Non  6  monte  to  30  September  tear  id  31  March 


Turnover  from  continuing  operations  3882  36) 

Operating  profit  64.8  5f 

Losses  from  interests  in  associated 

undertakings  1 J3 _ [ 

Profit  from  ordinary  activities  before  interest 

and  similar  charges  63.8  51 

Net  interest  payable  21  < 

Premium  on  redemption  of  bonds  2  - _ 

Profit  before  taxation  61.7 

Taxation  163 _ 1C 

Profit  on  ordinary  activities  after  taxation  45.4  2< 

Minority  interests  D.t _ C 

Profit  for  tiie  period  45.5  21 

Dividend  3  183 _ J£ 

Retained  profit  27 3 _ 8 

Earnings  per  share  Ip)  -actual _ 4  1135 _ 6J 

Thore  an  no  otter  recognised  gains  or  losses  otter  Qian  tfw  profit  fot  dm  period 

~  GROUP  BALANCE  SH EEtTuNAUD  ITED) 

At  30  September 


1995 

1994 

1995 

£M 

m 

£M 

3883 

367.4 

833.1 

64.8 

58.5 

196.8 

13 

03 

13 

63.8 

583 

195.0 

11 

4.6 

75 

- 

183 

18.8 

6T.7 

34.9 

168.7 

163 

10.4 

51.4 

45.4 

24.5 

1173 

0.1 

0.7 

1.6 

45.5 

253 

118.9 

183 

16.7 

53.8 

273 

8.5 

65.1 

1135 

657 

31.00 

1995 

1994 

£M 

£M 

Fixed  assets  and  investments 

1,111.0 

1332 2 

Current  assets  less  current  liabilities 

(135.9) 

(1393) 

Long  term  liabilities  and  provisions 

(168.5) 

1170.8) 

Minority  interests 

10.1) 

806.6 

721.4 

Share  capital  and  reserves 

806.6 

721.4 

Net  borrowings 

7Z2 

65.1 

Gearing 

9.0% 

9.0% 

Ai  31  March 

1995 

£M 

13843 

1135.8) 

(170.0) 


GROUP  CASH  aOW  STATEMENT  (UNAUDITED) _ 

6  months  to  30  September  Visor  to  31  March 


Net  cash  inflow  from  operating  activities  1 16.4 

Net  cash  (outflow)  from  returns  on 
investments  and  servicing  of  finance  (393) 

Tax  paid  (4.6) 

Net  cash  (outflow)  from  investing  activities  (443) 

Net  cash  inflow/foutflow)  from  financing  13 

increase/(decrease)  in  cash  and 

cash  equivalents _ 293 


MOTES  OJI  THE  HhlF-yEAB  RMAJfBAl.  STATBfOfTS 


ThowmMrmifoBiicMotwgmeitehjwbwnprBiMrrton'ltebateofPCMmffllnflpfllitioiianiSoantwithihtmoiai 
our  h  the  Company's  Otractm' flepon  <md  Accouns  for  die  year  ended  31  Mart*  19E.  Tha  fofornusan  shown  lor 
the  year  ended  31  March  1936  does  net  constitute  statutory  account*  within  the  meaning  of  section  2*0  of  ihs 
Cwnpanfea  Act  1985  md  hw  hem  paneled  tiwa  Hie  tun  tbundri  statements  for  Hie  year  ended  31  Man*  1BS6  Mod 
with  lha  Registrar  at  Companies.  The  report  erf  the  Auditors  on  these  financial  statements  was  nnnuolffied. 

2.  fledeoptran  of  Beads 

On  23  August  1991,  the  Company  redeemed  EV16XM  11.836%  bonds  due  2005  w  a  premium  of  £18-8nt 
lOMdswfa 

The  interim  dividend  of  4J5p  (1994  <34p)  per  ordinary  share  is  payable  on  20  March  1990  B  those  shareholders 
whose  names  appear  on  die  register  of  members  on  13  February  1396. 

4.  Embmq*  Ifor  Stan 

Earnings  per  share  has  been  eaiedeted  by  dMtiinfl  me  retained  profit  for  Dm  period  of  E4&5M  (1994  £&2M)  by 
384JM  ouhnary  shores  |19M  383AM),  bong  the  overage  number  of  onfiroty  shams  in  isaue  during  tha  period. 
nwriHhouM  be  no  significant  tflution  of  os  mingy  per  share  if  the  outstanding  stare  opiate  wire  «arcead. 


REGISTERED  IN  SCOTLAND,  10  DUNKELD  ROAD,  PERTH  PHI  5WA 


from  37 5p  to  44p.  A  20  per 
cent  increase  in  the  final 
dividend  to  3.1l6p  lifts  the  total 
to  4.018p.  Security  Services, 
the  separately  quoted  group 
50.75  per  cent  owned  by 
Securicor,  is  paying  a  final 
dividend  of  5326p  to  increase 
the  total  to  7.714p. 

Tempos,  page  24 


Canberra 
intervenes 
in  RTZ 
merger 

From  Rachel  Bridge 

IN  SYDNEY 

THE  Australian  Government 
intervened  yesterday  in  RTZ*s 
proposed  A$27  billion  (£13 
billion)  merger  with  CRA,  its 
49  per  cent  owned  Australian 
mining  group,  with  an  unex¬ 
pected  list  of  demands  that  it 
said  were  necessary  to  protect 
the  national  interest 
Ralph  Willis,  the  Federal 
government’s  Treasurer,  de¬ 
manded  that  at  least  one-third 
of  the  board  of  the  merged 
group  must  be  Australians, 
and  that  CRA  must  be  given 
control  of  the  merged  group’s 
Latin  American  operations. 
He  said:  “The  Government 
places  significance  on  the  wid¬ 
er  involvement  in  world  eco¬ 
nomic  activity  of  Australia’s 
mining  companies." 

The  move  was  greeted  with 
astonishment-  by  the  Austra¬ 
lian  financial  community, 
which  suggested  that  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  may  be  attempting  to 
win  political  points  in  the  run¬ 
up  to  Federal  election.  One 
analyst  said:  "There  is  no 
precedent  for  it  and  no  clear 
logical  case  for  it.  They  have 
totally  misunderstood  the  na-  i 
tore  of  the  proposed  deal." 

CRA  does  not  currently 
operate  in  Latin  America, 
while  RTZ  has  a  30  per  cent 
stake  in  the  worlds  largest 
copper  mine,  Escondida.  After 
the  merger  the  two  companies 
planned  to  retain  separate 
boards,  but  made  up  of  the 
same  people. 

CRA  shareholders  are  doe 
to  vote  on  the  proposed  merg¬ 
er  with  RTZ  at  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  meeting  on  Wednesday. 

BICCwins 
$320m  rail 
contract 

By  Martin  Barrow 

B1CC,  the  cables  and  construc¬ 
tion  group,  announced  the 
award  of  a  $320  million  rail 
contract  in  America  for  the 
electrification  of  Amtrak’s 
northeast  corridor  between 
Boston.  Massachusetts,  and 
New  Haven.  Connecticut. 

The  project  will  be  under¬ 
taken  by  Balfour  Beatty  Con¬ 
struction  and  Balfour 
Kilpatrick,  the  group*  electri¬ 
cal  engineering  company.  The 
two  Balfour  Beatty  companies 
will  complete  50  per  cent  of  the 
work,  amounting  to  $160  mil¬ 
lion,  with  the  remainder  fall¬ 
ing  to  their  joint  venture 
partner,  Mass  Electric  Con¬ 
struction.  of  the  US. 

The  contract  is  for  the 
design,  supply,  installation 
and  testing  of  a  150mph  over¬ 
head  system,  together  with 
substations  and  switching  sta¬ 
tions,  auxiliary  cabling,  and 
five  moveable  bridge  arrange¬ 
ments.  The  576*nule  railroad 
is  mainly  double  track.  The 
target  completion  date  for  the 
project  is  June  1999. 


M&G  profits  hit  by 
exceptional  costs 

M&G,  Britain’s  largest  independent  unit 

^jaragggjga. 

(£4.1  irnSorJ  without  which  • 

remained  broadly 


before  exceptional  costs,  trom  unit  ™ . 

instfoSEess  fell  to  £3S.4mflIion  . 

Administration  expenses.  exdudmgew3epDcTOi^n^ix>®& 
by  7,9  .per  cent  to  £255  nuliion  due  to  investment  in. .  - 
tahnedogy  and  the  cost  of  bringing  fund  management 
salaries  into  line  with  industry  standards.  David  lylagin. 
group  managing  director  of  M&G.  which  raised  its  final 
dividend  Ip  to  I8p,  said:  “Salesof  our  investramt^oduas, 
while  down  on  last  year’s  record  levels,  were  stm  the  second 
highest  the  group  has  ever  achieved."  Tempos,  pag*24  : 

NBC-Microsoft  venture 

NBC  and  Microsoft  are  to  be  equal  partners  in  two  joint 
ventures  providing  24-hour  cable  television  news  ana  an 
online  service.  Microsoft  will  invest  $220  million  over  the  next  ■ 
five  years  for  its  stake  in  the  cable  television  venture,  which 
will  make  "its  debut  within  six  months  on  "NBCs  America's 
Talking  cable  channel,  the  companies  said  Earlier,  in  Hong' . 
Kong.  Bill  Gates,  Microsoft  chairman,  safd  the  joint  venture 
will  indude  interactive  news  on  the  Internet  as  wdTas-24-  .  , 
hour  broadcast  news.  Gates  said  theprbject  may  not  provide-  - 
airy  money  for  five  to  six  years,  but  the  two  companies  Had 
derided  to  proceed  anyway. 

Trading  slide  at  Acatos 

ACATOS  &  HUTCHESON,  the  edible  oils-  and  feas  • 
manufacturing  company,  suffered  a  decline  in  profits  to  £75 
mil  linn  before  tax  from  £143  million  in  the  year  to  October  !, 
after  a  deterioration  in  trading  in  most  areas.  Acquisitions . 
made  in  late  L994  both  resulted  ,  in  losses.  The  Co-op. 
margarine  and  oils  business  proved  costly  to  relocate  and  ... 
prices  difficult  to  renegotiate,  the  company  said,'  although ' 
these  problems  were  now  being  resolved.  Earnings  fdJ  to  55p 
a  share  from  303p.  The  total  dividend  is  unchanged  at  9pa  r . 
share,  with  a  maintained  final  payment  of  £5p  doe -April  9.  - 
The  shares  fell  43p  to  225p. 

Burford  buys  eight  sites 

BURFORD  HOLDINGS,  the  property  investment  company, 
has  acquired  a  portfolio  of  right  freehold  commercial  . 
properties  from  Scottish  Widows  for  £48.75  million  in  cash,-  ... 
including  costs.  The  reversionary  porrolio  generates  a  net 
annual  rental  income  of  about  E3.4  million.  Its  total  area  for  ■ 
letting  is  about  235,000  sq  ft.  The  major  property -is  foe  - 
Govern  Garden  Museum  block  in  central  London.  The 
portfolio  includes  the  Manor  House  office  building  in  Soho 
Square,  west  London.  The  other  properties  are  in  Norwich,  ! 
Glasgow,  Exeter,  Romford  and  Bournemouth. 

Intercare  edges  ahead 

INTERCARE  GROUP,  the  medical  products  and  mobility 
company,  is  holding  the  total  dividend  at  3-5p  a  share  for  the  T 
year  to  October  31  after  returning  profits  little  changed  a'  - 
£2.48  million  before  tax  compared  with  £233  million,  t-j 
previously.  Earnings  were  53p  a  share  (55p).  The  final  • 
dividend  is  unchanged  at  2.8p  a  share,  due  April  8. 
Turnover  improved  to  £4533  million,  compared  with  £4434  . 
million.  Latest  pre-tax  profits  included  a  net  £549,000  . 
surplus  from  disposals  arid  restructuring.  The  shares  rose  ■ 
2p  to  55p. 

CRT  turnover  rises 

CRT  GROUP,  the- recruitment,  training  and  multimedia  - 
company,  increased  profits  to  £1.75  million  before  tax  from 
£1-29  million,  reflecting  a  rise  in  turnover  to  £48.1  million  • 
from  £293  million  during  the  six  months  to  the  end  of 
October.  Earnings  were  1.71p  a  share  (I.42p),  and  the  interim 
dividend  is  increased  to  0.925p  a  share  from  035p,  payable 
June  19.  The  shares  fell  2p  to  ll6p.  Profits  for  the  full  year  will 
again  be  heavily  weighted  to  the  second  half.  Karl  Chapman, 
chief  executive,  said  that  the  company  is  well  placed 
commercially  and  financially. 
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*  THEATRE  1 

The  Donmars 
new  staging  of 

Sondheim’s 
Company 
tones  down  the 
urban  angst 


■  THEATRE  2 

Jane  Austen  is 
brought  to  life, 
at  some  length, 
in  the  one-woman 
show  My 
Solitary  Elegance 


ARTS 


■  MUSIC  1 

On  the  25th 
anniversary  of 
Barbirolli’s 
death,  the  LPO 
and  Barenboim 
pay  tribute 


■  MUSIC  2 

. . .  while  the 
Philharmonia  and 
Rozhdestvensky 
surge  through 
a  programme  of 
Russian  epics 


Sondheim’s  anti-marriage  musical  mellows;  reviews  from  the  Fringe 

Finding  bliss  in  blisters 


Company 
Donmar  Warehouse 

S!Khe\Sondhelm ’s  supposed  to 

reel  about  marriage  the  wav 
Frustacea  feel  about  being  boiled 

hvde  rEJT  u  pickJed  "  formalde- 
fjnt  1*1®  current  revival  of  A 

little  Night  Music  at  the  National  leaves 
mat  impression,  for  its  main  characters 
axe  a  husband  frustrated  by  his  wife’s 
JngdiQr  and  a  wife  destroyed  by  her 
husband’s  infidelities.  Yet  here  is  a 
“ri,er  musical  on  the  same  theme 
which  I  recall  as  the  most  jaundiced 
Sondheim  ever  created,  and  suddenly  it 
seems  affirmative,  even  upbeat.  What  has 
changed  since  1972  -  the  show,  me,  the 
presentation,  or  the  American  Zeitgeist? 

■  A^Prokably.  Sondheim  and  his  libret¬ 
tist,  George  Furth,  appear  to  have  done 
some  adding,  subtracting  and  quiet 
mellowing.  I  did  not  hear  the  exchange  in 
which  Robert,  the  indecisive  bachelor  at 
the  centre  of  Company,  asked  one  of  his 
girlfriends  if  she  knew  any  happy  couples, 
and  she  diyly  replied:  “I  know  both,  and 
they’re  both  divorced."  Moreover.  Sam 
Mendes’s  chamber  production  strikes  me 
as  warmer,  gentler  and  more  kindly  than 
Hal  Prince’s  original. 

Glum  phalanxes  of  wives  and  hus¬ 
bands  no  longer  pose  like  waxworks 
beneath  the  grey-steel  scaffolding  of  a  set 
like  a  high-tech  prison.  That  wonderful 
song  about  urban  stress.  Another  Hun¬ 
dred  People,  remains  in  place:  but  there  is 
far  less  emphasis  on  New  York’s  lonely 
canyons.  You  could  no  longer  say,  as 
Sondheim  once  did,  that  the  show 
“compares  contemporary  marriage  and 
the  island  of  Manhattan".  Almost  every¬ 
thing  occurs  in  a  barish  loft  with 
walkways  above  and  brightly  coloured 
squares  flashing  behind,  and  much  seems 
to  be  happening  in.  the  head  of  its  owner, 
Adrian  Lester’s  flummoxed  Robert 
But  the  greatest  change  has  happened 
outside  the  theatre.  In  1972  marriage  was 
more  the  norm,  and  a  writer  who 
suggested  it  was  often  unhappy  and 
always  nerve-racking  seemed  cynical. 
:y  Now  we  make  fewer  marriages  and  take 
'  their  failure  more  for  granted,  so  a  writer 
who  suggests  thatf  some  may  have  their 
pluses  seems  oddly  optimistic.  Company 
is  inspecting  much  the  same  bottle,  but 
time  has  made  it  look  half-full  instead  of 
half-empty. 

Mendes’s  revival  delivers  less  of  a  kick, 
then,  but  is  hardly  sentimental.  There  is 
something  sinister  and  menacing  about 
Robert’s  married  chums  as  they  enter 
chanting  his  name  at  the  start  of  the 
surprise  party  they  are  throwing  (or  his 
35th  birthday.  Nor  are  his  subsequent 
encounters  very  encouraging  to  a  chap 
with  doubts  about  breakfast-table  bliss. 
Competition,  deceit,  games-playing, 
childishness  all  clearly  have  their  place  in 
modern  wedlock. 

Robert  finds  himself  stopping  a  half- 
serious  karate  bout  between  Clive  Rowe’s 
Harry  and  Rebecca  Front’s  Sarah.  He 
mawkishly  congratulates  Clare  Burt’s 
Susan  and  Gareth  Snook's  Peter  on  their 
happiness,  only  to  find  they  are  about  to 
divorce.  He  watches  Sheila  Gish's  much- 
married  Joannne  getting  aggressively 

EVERYBODY  loves  Jane  Aus¬ 
ten.  These  days  her  novels,  as 
seen  on  television,  are 
bonneted  blockbusters.  Her 
satirised  sillies  and  romanpc 
heroines  are  a  dramatiser’s 
joy.  But  what  about  the  au¬ 
thoress  herself?  A  staged  life  of 
Austen  is  not  so  easy.  We  do 
not  know  a  great  deal  about 
this  essentially  retiring  wo¬ 
man  who  published  anony¬ 
mously  and  never  married, 
remembered  by  one  of  her 
nieces  as  "very  absent  indeed". 

-  Her  beloved  sister  Cassandra. 

#  who  drew  the  only  (and  hardly 
consummate)  portrait  we 
have,  carefully  destroyed  her 
most  revealing  letters. 

My  Solitary  Elegance,  the 
'  actress  Judith  French’s  depic¬ 
tion  of  the  authoress,  is  a 
theatrically  modest  affair.  ln- 
,  deed,  this  being  a  one-woman 
show,  French's  Austen  is  so 
solitary  that_  we  find  her 
conversing  with  prerecorded 


Amy  (Sophie  Thompson),  Robert  (Adrian  Lester)  and  April  (Hannah  James)  in  the  revival  of  Company 


LAST  Wednesday's  emotion¬ 
al  return  to  die  London 
concert  platform  by  Daniel 
Barenboim  brought  more 
Than  it  had  promised.  He 
played  not  one,  but  two 
piano  concertos,  and  con¬ 
ducted  the  first  from  the 
keyboard  —  a  change  to  the 
advertised  programme  (no 
Zubin  Mehta,  no  Elgar  First 
Symphony]  that  few  in  a 
packed  Festival  Hall  seemed 
to  mind.  The  occasion  was 
the  London  Philharmonic’s 
Sir  John  Barbirolli  Memori¬ 
al  Concert,  marking  the 
twenty-fifth  anniversary’  of 
the  great  conductor's  death, 
and  there  could  have  been 
few  more  firring  soloists: 
Barbirolli  made  concerto  re¬ 
cordings  with  the  young 
Barenboim  and  encouraged 
his  conducting  career,  some¬ 
thing  Barenboim  always  re¬ 
calls  with  affectionate 
gratitude. 

But  hearing  Barenboim 
play  Beethoven's  Piano  Con¬ 
certo  No  3  again  made  one 
regret  some  of  the  time  this 
most  natural  of  musicians 
has  spent  on  the  podium.  He 
remains  a  consummate 


The  gift 
of  great 
touch 

LPO  /  Barenboim 

Festival  Hall 


pianist,  and  the  only  unsatis¬ 
fying  part  of  this  perfor¬ 
mance  was  the  orchestra] 
opening,  which  sounded  too 
deliberate  under  Baren¬ 
boim’s  fitful  conducting.  Al¬ 
though  he  remained  alert  to 
the  orchestra  throughout  — 
flicking  directions  at  the 
players  when  even  the 
shortest  of  rests  gave  him  a 
free  hand  —  once  absorbed 
in  the  solo  part,  he  exuded 
calm  musical  authority.  He 
conjured  up  an  impressive 
range  of  pianistic  colour, 
from  the  shimmering  arpeg¬ 
gios  that  follow  the  first- 
movement  cadenza  to  the 


playful  brightness  of  the 
Rondo.  In  the  Beethoven,  at 
least  he  appeared  to  have 
lost  none  of  nis  touch. 

tn  Brahms's  demanding 
Second 'Piano  Concerto,  he 
was  less  secure  but  he 
caught  the  rapt  intensity  of 
•the  slow  movement  and 
graceful  humour  of  the  fina¬ 
le.  The  real  problem  here  lay 
with  the  conducting  of  Law¬ 
rence  (foster.  No  Brahmsian, 
he  missed  the  work's  dra¬ 
matic  sweep  and  found  Little 
of  its  poignancy. 

Barbirolli  himself  was  not 
well  served  by  the  dusting  off 
of  his  Elizabethan  Suite  as 
the  concert’s  opening  work. 
His  arrangements  of  Byrd’s 
The  Earl  of  Salisbury’s  Pa- 
vane  and  four  pieces  from 
The  Ficzwilliam  Virginal 
Book  may  have  been  of 
pioneering  interest  when 
they  were  made  in  1941,  but 
one  does  not  have  to  be  a 
militant  authenticist  to  find 
them  feeble  now.  Foster  and 
the  London  Philharmonic 
strings  and  horns  gave  the 
suite  an  amiable  airing. 

John  Allison 


Sure  feet  on  the  steppes 


THE  Philhanmonia's  end-of- 
year  celebratory  concert  was 
loud  and  long.  Scheherazade 
luxuriated  in  her  tale-telling, 
if  not  1,001  of  them,  then 
almost  as  many:  Prokofiev's 
colossus  of  a  Second  Piano 
Concerto  bestrode  the  sec¬ 
ond  half;  and  the  Polovtsi 
celebrated  their  invasion  of 
the  entire  Russian  steppes  — 
as  well  as  the  culmination  of 
the  Pfiilharmonia's  fiftieth 
anniversary  season  —  with 
their  great  sequence  of 
dances. 

And  over  all  this 
monumentaiism  ruled  the 
master  of  the  eloquent  callig¬ 
raphy  of  conducting,  Gen¬ 
nadi  Rozhdestvensky.  The 
clarity  and  wit  of  his  baton 
make  his  concerts  as  unfail¬ 
ingly  pleasurable  to  watch 
as  to  listen  to.  Every  jewelled 
colour  in  Rimsky-Korsa- 
kov’s  symphonic  suite  Sche- 


Philharmonia/ 
Rozhdestvensky 
Festival  Hall 


herazade  was  touched  into 
place  by  its  tip  as  if  an 
exquisite  laoquer  box  were 
being  decorated. 

Like  her  husband,  the 
pianist  Viktoria  Postnikova 
also  knows  how  to  contain 
music’s  might  in  a  taut, 
undemonstrative  frame. 
From  the  piano’s  early  dis¬ 
tant  white  fight,  there  was  an 
almost  imperceptible 
amassing  of  inner  strength 
in  the  opening  song  of  Pro¬ 
kofiev’s  Second  Concerto. 
Delineated  by  the  most  pre¬ 
cise.  yet  apparently  effort¬ 
less,  placing  of  weight  and 
measure,  it  grew  to  its 
mighty  cadenza  which,  in 


Postnikova *s  hands,  spoke 
with  all  the  individual  voices 
of  the  orchestra  itself. 

The  octave  semiquavers 
which-  never  cease  their 
dance  in  the  Scherzo  were 
held  in  perfect  equipoise 
with  the  orchestra’s  own 
soloists,  before  the  lumber¬ 
ing  grotesquerie  of  the  Inter¬ 
mezzo.  teased  out  with 
finely-toned  muscle. 

The  Philharmonia  Chorus 
was  at  last  given  its  voice  in 
the  Polovtsian  Dances  from 
Borodin’s  Prince  Igor.  Hie 
sopranos  were  properly  sus¬ 
pended  on  the  wings  of  the 
wind;  altos  found  dark  Slav¬ 
ic  vowels  they  may  well  have 
never  known  they  had;  and 
the  male  cohorts  of  the  Khan 
sang  his  praises  with  a  lucid 
vigour  of  which  the  compos¬ 
er  would  have  been  proud. 

Hilary  Finch 


drunk  and  Sophie  Thompson's  Amy 
deciding  she  cannot  go  to  the  altar  with 
her  oppressively  affectionate  long-time 
lover,  Michael  Simkins’s  Paul. 

Sondheim's  brash,  bold  harmonies  are 
sometimes  allowed  to  overwhelm  his  even 
more  brilliant  lyrics;  but  not  here. 
Thompson’s  panicky  paean  to  the  awfol- 
ness  of  being  adored  sums  up  the  show’s 
tone  and  thrust.  Here  and  elsewhere 
Sondheim  emerges  as  the  bard  of  emo¬ 
tional  ambivalence.  Marriage  is  limiting, 
fulfilling,  a  denial  of  freedom,  a  triumph 
over  loneliness.  It’s  being  “scared  she’s 
drifting  away  and  scared  shell  stay",  it’s 
“the  concerts  you  enjoy  together,  the 
children  you  destroy  together”,  and  much, 
much  more. 


Robert's  friends  add  to  the  confusion  by 
envying  him  his  bachelor  fun,  attacking 
him  as  immature,  praising  and 
rubbishing  his  girlfriends,  and  trying  to 
sleep  with  him.  After  all  that,  his  last-gasp 
conversion  to  marriage  is  in  danger  of 
seeming  trite,  and  did  so  in  1972.  But  a 
splendidly  hesitant  new  song  called 
Marry  Me  a  Little prepares  the  way,  and 
Lester’s  robust  delivery  of  the  final 
number  takes  him  home.  He  wants 
“someone  to  need  me  too  much,  someone 
to  know  me  too  well,  someone  to  pull  me 
up  short,  someone  to  put  me  through 
hell".  It  is  the  right  conclusion  to  a  vastly 
enjoyable  evening. 

Benedict  Nightingale 


Austen  under 
the  bonnet 


My  Solifaiy 
Elegance 
New  End,  NW3 


acquaintances.  Austen’s 
father,  the  Rev  George  Austen, 
is  heard  clumping  about  in¬ 
side  the  loudspeaker  to  boot 
Still  French,  far  prettier 
than  Cassandra's  sketch,  is 
pertly  animated,  cocking  an 
ironic  eyebrow  and  scribbling 
away  with  her  quill  as  she 
reads  from  Austen’S  writings. 
The  piece  is  biographically 
illuminating,  charting  Aus¬ 


ten’s  life  from  her  childhood  in 
the  Hampshire  village  of  Ste¬ 
ven  ton,  through  her  early 
ballroom  flirtations  to  accep¬ 
tance  of  spinsterhood.  then 
literary  success  and  a  regretta¬ 
bly  early  death. 

French’s  sparkily  amused 
Austen  makes  more  sense 
than  the  picture  of  an  embit¬ 
tered  maiden  aunt  suggested 
by  some  literary  historians, 
though  her  performance  is  too 
smilingly  cute  for  Austen's 
sharpest  quips  and  she  should 
surely  faze  out  the  childish 
toddle  after  the  early  scenes. 
French’s  enactment  of  Aus¬ 
ten’s  mock-Gothic  heroes  for¬ 


ever  gasping  their  last  is 
charmingly  funny,  even  if 
further  down  the  line  Austen's 
supposedly  sad  end  teeters  on 
the  risible  as  our  own  Jane 
starts  rasping  between  sub¬ 
clauses.  regular  as  clockwork. 

The  piece,  at  more  than  two 
hours,  is  too  long  by  half  and 
its  snippet  structure  does  nor 
build  to  a  satisfactory  finish. 
But  the  extracts  from  Austen's 
literary  juvenilia  and  surviv¬ 
ing  correspondence  are  re¬ 
freshing  and  sparkling  ly 
witty,  including  an  adolescent 
playlet  in  which  drawing¬ 
room  manners  go  to  the  dogs 
when  guests  outnumber 
chairs.  A  snappier  reworking 
of  French's  frequently  enter¬ 
taining  script,  perhaps  in  sce¬ 
nic  National  Trust  surrounds 
rather  than  a  black  box  studio, 
might  be  attended  with  very 
little  fatigue. 

Kate  Bassett 


Name  your  own  Christmas  poison 


BOTH  these  shows  assume 

-  that  a  jokey  title  is  today* 
.  equivalent  of  a  capering  fellow 
dressed  in  red  and  yellow 

.  waving .  a  bladder  over  his 
1  bead.  Medieval  barons  knew 
'  they  could  leave,  their  brains 
by  the -portcullis  while  the 
*  jester  ran  through  his  quips 
about  die  nun  and  the  trouba- 

-  dour:  today  we  can  fed  just  as 

1  confident  that  Roy  Smfles’S 
Dinner  with  theBorgias  at  the 
Warehouse  in  Croydon  will 
*/  -not  greatly  assist  us  to  under- 
-  stand  the  political  intentions 
of  Cesare,  Lucreaa  arid  Pope 
I  Alexander  VI.. 

The  success  of  plays  of  tins 
kind,  quirialy  constructs!  and 
quaintly  performed,  is  directly 
proportional  to  the  actors' 
charm  and  cheek.  They  defy 
.  us  to  rqetf  them  b^ause,  after 
all,  its  Christmas,  innit?  .  K- 
Carneys  comedy  at  Islington, 
Santa, Stole  my  Giro ,  is  thus 
the  more  engaging  of  this  pair. 


Dinner  with  the  Borgias/  Croydon 
Santa  Stole  my  Giro/  Old  Red  lion 


not  simply  because  its  cast 
have  funnier  things  to  say  and 
do  but  because  they  are  cheeri¬ 
er  and  more  likeable. 

'  Carney^  story  offers  gener- 
-  ou5  scope  for  individual  dis¬ 
play.  We  are  in  a  television 
studio  back  in  1974  where  a 
naff  show  called  Mr  and  Mrs 
is  being  rehearsed.  A  villain, 
plotting  revenge  against  the 
creepy  presenter,  disguises 
himself  as  Santa  Claus,  and  it 
is  a  mark  of  the  casual  plotting 
that  the  story  would  scarcely 
be  altered  if  he  dressed  up  as 
Guy  Fawkes  or  the  Qu«n  of 
the  May.  Paranormal  interfer¬ 
ence  in  the  mystery  booth 
brings  Bob  Cratchit  and  Tiny 
Tim  into  the  present  day,  soon 
followed,  by  a  camp  Dr  Wat¬ 
son.  whose  nickname  for  his 


detective  friend  —  the  sleuth 
from  the  booth  —  is  Shirley. 

People  start  disappearing, 
chiefly  because  they  have  to 
stride  off,  change  costume  and 
return  as  those  who  are 
searching  for  them,  The  acting 
is  dever  but  wayward,  and 
some  eccentric  music  cues  in 
Ken  McCtymonrs  production 
require  the  cast  to  become 
quick-thinking  scriptwriters. 

Jamie  Roberts  and  Jay 
Simpson  are  winningly  win¬ 
some  as  the  Cratchfts.  their 
sexual  exploits  sparking  off 
several  indecent  jokes,  though 
only  one  about  crutches,  and 
we  are  given  an  absurd  dia¬ 
logue  between  two  glum 
S couse  electricians  made  up 
entirely  of  lines  from  Beatles 
songs.  A  drink  or  two  before- 


hand  would  aid  enjoyment. 
Sex  is  also  what  the  Borgias 
are  after,  down  in  Croydon, 
but  they  are  not  so .  funny 
about  ft.  Cesare -fancies  one  of 
Leonardo  da  Vino's  daugh¬ 
ters,  the  Pope  fancies  the  other 
one,  and  Lucreaa  has  the  hots 
for  Machiavefli  (Kevin  Wil¬ 
liams).  This  sounds  as  if  foe 
complications  could  be  fruit¬ 
ful,  especially  as  one  actress 
plays  both  the  Misses  da 
Vina,  but  it  does  not  turn  out 
that  way.  In  his  Christmas 
show  last  year.  Smiles  used 
the  same  device  of  a  protago¬ 
nist  frantically  trying  to  avoid 
death  and  sundry  maidens, 
but  his  touch  there  was  defter. 
Invention  this  time  is  ponder¬ 
ous,  and  the  Lost  Supper 
painting  jokes  were  funnier  in 
foe  John  Cleese  skit  they  are 
lifted  from.  Ted  Craig  directs. 
Drink  copiously  beforehand. 

Jeremy  Kingston 


kadLlang 
All  Ton  Can  Eat 


AB  Was  subject  to  EwaSaWHy  in  paiftdp&ttnQ  ejdiss 


■  CHOICE  1 

Faiiy-dust  all 
round  in  a 
danced  version  of 
Cinderella 

VENUE:  Opens  tomorrow 
at  Sadler’s  Wells 


I  ■  CHOICE  2 


Thomas  Allen 
leads  the  carols 
in  concert 
with  the  LSO 

VENUE:  Oh  Sunday 
at  the  Barbican 


THEs 


(TIMES 


LONDON 

CINDERELLA:  Matthew  Kan's  fwy 
dust  sprmWed  production  lor  London 
City  Balet  opens  tomorrcw  The  Royal 
63001*3  dancer  keeps  sue  to  Ns  Bair  tor 
defeated  ano  wtwnsical  cbaeography, 
mawaming  therttagic  at  the  tale  if  not  m 
as  dasacal  a  style  as  some  might  llte 
Sadlar'x  Wads.  tTcnabwy  Avenue, 

EC1  <0171-713  6000}.  Sat  2.30  and 
7.30pm.  Than  Mon-Sat,  730pm,  mat 
Sal  and  Dec  20.26. 37, 29. 2  30pm  0 

MUSIC  AROUND  TOWN- Tto  Royal 
PhBharmonfc  Orchestra  opens  the 
weekend  at  the  Bartacan,  with  Yun 
Tamriianov  conducting  and  pares!  John- 
LiH  Rcherd  HbW*  leads  me  City  of 
London  Statoab  tomorrow  lor  Handel's 
Messrah.  and  appears  agan  with 
bn  tone  Thomas  Man  and  the  London 
Symphony  Orchestra  hr  carols  on 
Sunday.  The  CJtoy  of  Chnsimas  e 
celebrated  on  Sunday  afternoon  Over 
in  the  West  End.  the  Wlgmua  offers 
me  of  its  lew  carol  indulgences  on 
Saroiday.  whteatStJatosttieswarci- 
wirirwtg  ga^jel  chwr  London 
Adventist  Chorale  opens  another 
Magenta  Chnstmas  Festival  Finally,  at 
the  South  Bank,  plan  ea  Mtola 
OerredenKo  joais  Alexander  Lazarev 
and  the  London  Philharmonic  tor  a 
Russian  programme  tonight,  with 
Richard  Goode's  very  last  /ratal  m  tas 
acd  aimed  Beethoven  Piano  Sonatas 
senes,  two  card  concert!  and  period 
costume  fnvofibes  tanonw  Children's 


□  THE  GLASS  MENAGERIE 
Welcome  transfer  tram  the  Donmar  for 
&vn  Merries'  radiant  production-  Zoe 
Warurruker  and  Cteoe  Skinner  continue 
as  mother  and  daughter  Ben  Walden 
conies  vi  as  the  new  Tom. 

Comedy.  Patton  Street  SW1  (01 71- 
369  1731)  Mon-Sat  7  30pm.  maE  Saf. 
Ittus  DecSB  BndJen  a,  3pm. 

Q  HYSTERIA.-  Henry  Goodman  plays 
Freud,  with  Tim  Pettier  as  Salvador  Da/i, 
In  Terry  Johnson's  suneal.  double 
awarrFwnnaf  The  tunnies!  oerious  play 
vi  London. 

Duke  of  Yorfca.  Si  Martin's  Lane,  WC2 
(0171-836  513?)  Mon-Sat.  7J30pnt 
mats  THjts  and  Sal.  3pm  0 

SI  THE  JUNGLE  BOOK:  Tim  Supple's 
vigorous,  urterty  enjoyable  adaptation  of 
three  Mgwctti  stones  A  refrestvng  rebel 
from  Disney  cuteness. 

Young  Vic.  The  Cut  SE1  (0171-928 
6363).  Tonight  7pm.  ring  boot  office  tor 
schedule.  Q 

BAN  INSPECTOR  CALLS  Stephen 
DaUiy's  powertii  production.  with 
Nicholas  Woodeson  as  the  aWnownng 
inspector.  and  Edward  Pee!  and  Susan 
Engel  as  the  pillars  ot  society 
Garrick.  Charm  Cross  Road.  WC2 
(0171-494  5065).  Mon-Fn  7  4Spm:  SaL 
8.15pm.  mats  Wed.  2.30pm,  Sat.  5pm. 

□  PRIVATES  ON  PARADE-  Tony 
Slattery  plays  the  irrepressibly  camp 
entanavrer  in  Peter  Nthofc's  comedy 


NEW  RELEASES 

♦  BABE  (U)-  Glorious,  vryaaous  tamiy 
Mm  about  a  sheep-herding  pig.  urati  a 
cast  ul  talkrtg  animate  Director.  Chns 
Noonan 

Barbican  Q  (01 71  -638  8891 1 
Ctapham  Picture  House  (0171-198 
33231  Empire  (01 71-437  1234)  MGM* 
Baker  Stmt  (01 71-935  9772)  Fulham 
Road  |01 71  -370  2636)  Trocadero  0 
(0171-434  0031)  Odeon  Swfas  Cottage 
(D1426  914  096)  Plaza  (0171-437 
1334)  Rio  (0171-254  6677)  Rfay  (0171- 
737  2121 J  UCI  WhHeteys  0  (01 71  792 
3332) 

LA  BELLE  ET  LA  BETE  IPG)  Revival 
ot  Cocteau's  enctannng  verson  ot 
Beauty  and  the  Beast;  with  Jean  Marais 
and  Josette  Day 

Enwyman  B  (01 71 -«35 1 525)  NFT 
(01 71-928  323Z1  Rtay  10171-7372121) 

THE  SHOOTER  (18):  US  rmrshal 
(Ddph  Lundgren)  comas  to  Prague  ro 
prevent  an  assassination  Video  (odder, 
directed  by  Ted  hotchett 
MGM  Trocadero  Q  {0171-434  0031 ) 

♦  THE  SWAN  PRINCESS  (Uj-  Wizard 
threatens  weddng  of  Prince  Oaefc  and 
Princess  Odette  Bland  animated  faoy 
Life  Director,  ftfhard  Reh. 

MGM  Trocadero  010171-434  0031) 
UCI  WhttaJeys©  (01 71-7SQ  3332) 

♦  THREE  WISHES  (PG )'  Hobo 
spreads  wisdom  In  ffie  American 
sAxnbs  Oaedlog  romantic  lantasy 
tfceclad  by  Martha  CodWge.  with 
Patnck  Swoyze  and  Mary  Elizabeth 
Mastrartorto 

MGM  Trocadero  0(01 71-434  0031)- 
Wamar  G  (01 71  -437  4343) 


ARTS 


■  CHOICE  3 

Diana  Ross  winds 
up  the  “greatest 
music  party  in 
the  world** 

VENUE:  Sunday  ai  the 
NEC  in  Birmingham 


THE  TIMES  FRIDAY  DECEMBER151995 

■  VISUAL  ART 


Hiding  our 
heritage  how. 
the  National 
Gallery  protected 
its  treasures  ] 
from  the  bombs 


WEEKEND  CHOICE 


A  dally  guide  to  arts 
and  entertainment 

compiled  by  Kris  Anderson 


orchestras  and  Gffian  Hianphray*e 
Winter  Serened*  feature  an  Sunday 
Barbican.  EC2  ©0171-638  8891) 
South  Bank.  5EI B  (RFH  and  QEH 
only  H01 71-960  4242).  Wtgmoro  Han, 
W1 G  (01 71  -335  21 41).  St  John's. 
Smith  Square.  SW1  (0171-2221061) 

ELSEWHERE 

BimsBtGHAM.  The  tttng  cans  n  *Yhe 
greatest  music  party  in  the  world"  and 
Ihe  weekend-long  event  a  certainly 
star-studded  East  17  wp  the  Ml 
tonight,  wvh  Michele  Gayle  among  the 
gueste;  Eternal  are  on  lomorraw  with 
Boyzona  and  D.Ream.  end  Diana 
Rosa  takes  over  on  Sunday  with  Soul  II 
Soul  and  Ufetmate  Kaos. 

PEC,  Htd  5.  Junction  6.  M42  (0121- 
780  4133).  B 

LIVERPOOL  h  is.  ot  course,  carols, 
carols  everywhere  ihts  weekend  and  ihe 
Royal  Liverpool  PfiHharmoalc 
Orchaatra  and  Choir  adds  ns  "voce" 
with  concerts  tonight  and  tomorrow.  Ion 
Tracey  conducts 

PhBhamonlc  Hal.  Hope  Street  (0151- 
709  3789)  7.3Cpm.G 


THEATRE  GUIDE 


Jeremy  Kingston's  assessment 
ot  theatre  showing  In  London 

■  House  hiH,  returns  only 
D  Soma  seats  available 
□  Seats  at  all  prices 


unth  music,  set  at  an  Amy  Camp  Party 
r>  Malayan  1948  Paul  Clayton  directs. 
Greenwich.  Grooms  H4L  3E10  (0181  - 
858  7755)  Previews  bogn  tonight. 
7.45pm  Opens  Dec  18. 7pm  Then 
Mon-Sac  7  45pm.  mat  Sat  2.30pm 

H  ROSENCRANTZAND 
GWLSENS1ERN  ARE  DEAD  Adnan 
Scarborough  and  Svnan  Russel  Beale 
play  Stoppard's  attendant  lords: 
Matthew  Franas  directs 
National  (Lytteilon).  South  Bank.  SE1 
10171-9282252)  TonrghL  7.30pm.  Sat. 
2.15 aid 730pm  0 

BTHETQWER.  Alexandre  Dianas' 
romantic  mefcrirama.  with  Snead 
Cusack  as  a  scheming  Queen 
Marguerite,  and  Arfoan  Dunbar  as  the 
agent  at  her  downlal  Howard  Davies 
dvects  a  vervor  by  Charles  Wood 
Almeida.  Almeida  Street.  N1  (01 71-359 
4404)  Man-SaL  7  30pm;  mat  Sat. 
230pm  0 


CINEMA  GUIDE 


Geoff  Brawn’s  assessment  of 
fltms  in  London  and  (where 
Indicated  with  the  symbol  ♦) 
on  raieasB  across  the  country 


♦  THE  TIE  THAT  BINDS  (18)- Nasty 
thnflar  about  chid  adoption,  with  Keith 
CaiTadlne  and  Daryl  Hannah  Ovectcr. 
Wesley  Stride 

MGM  Trocadero  B  (01 71-434  0031) 
Plaza  (0171-437  1234)  Warner  0 
(0171-437  4343) 

CURRENT 

♦  THE  AMERICAN  PRESIDENT  (15): 
Whai  happens  when  the  vwdowed 
President  gets  a  giritnerd?  Nat  much, 
even  vnth  Michael  Douglas  and  Annette 
Bering  Director.  Rob  Reiner 
Empire  0(0171437  1234)  MGM 

Ftdham  Rood  0(01 71-370  2636) 

TrocsderoB  (01 71-434  00311 
Coronet  B  (0171-727  6705)  Odeon 
Kenshgtan  (01426  914666)  Screen/ 
Baker  Street  (0171  935  2772)  UCI 
Whlteleys  G  (01 71 -792  3332) 

♦  GOLDENEYE.  (12)-  Pieros  Brranen 
twinkles  as  Ihe  new  James  Band.  A  rip- 
roaring  Hinder  wttha  sense  of  fnvnour. 
wflh  Sean  Bean.  Izabeta  Scorupco  and 
famke  Jartssen  Director.  Msrtvi 
C^irpbrt. 

Barttcen  0(0171-638  88911 
Ctapham  Picture  House  (0171-498 
3323)  MQMk  Baker  Street  «1 71-935 
9772)  Chelsea  (0171-352  5096) 
Fulham  Road  (0171-370  2636) 


GLASGOW:  Scottish  Opera  For  All, 
the  company's  arfucafan  arm,  tests  fwo 
Christmas  concerts  this  wed  fend 
Pupfe  ol  Bakmildy  Primary  School  were 
selected  tram  over  80  saw*,  and  wil 
be  joined  by  Scottish  opera  favourites 
Ltea  Mane  and  Aim  Afdrtald. 

Woodstde  HaBs.  Qentarg  Street 
(0141  332  9000)  Tonght,  730  and  SaL 
230pm. 

KIAPE:  Simon  Halsey  and  die  Oty  of 
Birmingham  Towing  Opera  otter  a  real 
treat  tomorrows  Gtyncftiouine  artistic 
director  Graham  Vick  s  sctmfisilng 
produenon  of  VerdTs  comic  master¬ 
piece.  Fafstaff .  Hugh  Maguire  and  me 
Briden-Pears  Orchestra  otfor  magic . 
and  passicn  on  Smday  with  worics  tram 
Humpert*x*.  Bitten,  Tchaiovsky  end 
Rknsky-Koreakov. 

Concert  Had  (0728453543)  Sat,  730 
and  Sui.  3.3Qpm.  0 

I  ONnnM  A1  I  FRIES 

British  Museum.  Westminster  Kings 
Md  the  Medieval  Palace  of  Westminster 
(0171-8361555)  National  Gatoy 
Parrtrws  from  National  Trust  Houses 
(0171-747  2885).  .  National  Portraft 
GaUary  Richard  and  Mara  Cosway 
(01 71 -306  DOS)  . .  Royal  Academy 
Davfd  Hockney  Drawing  Retrospective 
(0171-439  7438) . . .  Serpentina: 

Wiliam  TumbuL-  saAptiva  and  paintings 
(0171-7239072).  .  Tata:  Co*n  Seif: 

The  Arid  War  1939-45(0)71-887 
8000)  V&A:  JamAitfromlnda 
10171-9388500) 


O  SON  OF  MAN'  Dennis  Potter's 
story  of  (he  We  ol  Chnst  (Joseph 
Fiennes}.  retgKxis  rebel.  Strang  acting, 
good  design,  undaar  purpose 
Pti.  Bartticar.  SSk  Street  ECZ 101 71  - 
638  8891).  Toreght-Tue,  7 15pm;  mat 
SaL  2pm.  0 

H  THREE  TALL  WOMEN  Magge 
Smith.  Sara  Kestelitan  and  Samantha 
Bond  m  Edward  Mbee*  s  tascreang 
play  about  the  adoptive  mother  who 
watered  his  chftftxd. 

Wyndtaata.  Charing  Cross  Road. 

WC2  (0171-389 1736).  Tomght-Sar. 
8pm;  mat  SaL  3pm.  Fval  week. 

O  THMNSPamNG.  Irvfeg  WafstTs 
blackest  ot  black  comedies,  eel  on  the 
wHd  *Je  oJ  Edinbogh.  thugs,  danger 
sid  vomit  Limited  London  season  attar 
record-breaking  leu-. 

Ambassadors.  West  Street  WC2 
(0171-6366111).  OpenstorughL  7pm 
Then  Mon-Fn.  Bpm;  SaL  830pm:  mats 
Wed  and  SaL  5pm. 

HTME  WIND  IN  THE  WILLOWS: 

Jeremy  Slnden  plays  the  ebullient  Toad 
In  the  now  annual  return  ol  ihe  Na&anel 
Theatre  pnxkictton.  Lass  amadng  3tage 
eftecis  here  but  sM  deUghtM 
Old  Vic.  Waterloo  Road.  SEl  (0171- 
9286655).  Mon-Sat  730pm:  mats  Wed. 

Sat.  doriy  n  week  at  Dec  26. 2  30pm.  B 

Tirdiet  information  supplied  by  Society 
of  London  Theatre.  AvaSaHRy  at  time 
of  gotog  to  pross;  check  box  office. 


Odeons:  KanafeigBon  (01426914866) 
Leicester  Square  (01426915683) 
Marble  Arch  (01426  914501)  Swiss 
Cottage  (01426  914098)  UCI 
WHteleys  0(0171 -792  3332) 

ANGELS  AND  INSECTS  (18). 
Procreative  games  in  Vkaonar  England 
Hwxtscme  but  stlfl  drama,  with  Mark 
Rylance,  Patsy  Kensit  and  Knshn  Scott 
Thomas  Director  PhSp  Haas 
Cuoon  Mayfair  (01 71  -389  1 720) 

MGM  RiHsun  Road  (0171-3702636) 
Odeon  Swiss  Cottage  (01426 
914096)  Richmond  (0181-332  0030) 

+  MURDER  IN  THE  FIRST  (15): 

Flashy  tu  absomtng  Aicatiaz  drama, 
with  Kevin  Bacon.  CtuPCan  SUer  and 
Gary  Okknan.  Director,  Marc  Rocco 
Ctapham  Picture  House  (01 7 1 498 
3323)  MGMk  Fulham  Road  (0171-370 
2636)  Haymariret  (0171-639  1527) 
Odeon  Swlsa  Cottage  (01 426  91 4096) 
UCI  WhltaleyaB  (01 71  792  3332} 
Warner 0(01 71  -437  4343) 

♦  THE  SANTA  CLAUSE  (UJ- Dnoroad 
dad  becomes  the  new  San  la.  Broad 
tamiy  comedy  wtth  a  human  face, 
featuring  Tim  Alan  Director,  John 
Pasqutn. 

MGM  Cheiaea  (01 71-352  50S6) 
Odaonw  Kanatnghm  (01426914666) 
Sntaa  Cottage  (01436  9140981  Weat 
End  (01426  915574)  UClWhtteleysB 
(0171-792  3332) 

UNSTRUNG  HEROES  (PG)-  Dane 
Keaton  rtrects  thle  ecceutiic  tean- 
wermer  about  a  bey's  charmed  Sfe  with 
crazy  relatives  With  Nathan  Witt.  Andw 
MadJowefl,  John  Turtumo 
MGM  Tottenham  Court  Road  (0171- 
636  6146)  Ritzy  (0171-737  2121) 
Scraen/HIN  0(0171-435  3366) 


In  1941  our  finest  paintings  were  put  in  an  old  slate  mine.  Isabel  Carlisle  reports 


The  National  Gallery 
has  mounted  an  exhi¬ 
bition  which  must  be 
a  first  —  it  has  not  a 
single  painting  in  it.  This  is  a 
documentary  show  about  the 
gallery  and  its  collection  dur¬ 
ing  the  Second  World  War.  a 
collection  of  photographs, 
news  clippings  and  original 
letters  about  the  time  when  the 
building  became  virtually 
pictureless. 

The  show  also  conjures  up 
the  appalling  vision  of  what 
might  have  been  the  fate  of  the 
national  collection.  In  May 
1940.  a  gallery  trustee  suggest¬ 
ed  that  file  paintings  should  be 
transported  to  Canada  by  ship 
for  safekeeping.  But  for  Chur¬ 
chill's  emphatic  refusal  — 
“Hide  them  in  caverns  and 
cellars,  but  not  one  picture 
shall  leave  this  island”  —  and 
the  reluctance  of  the  director, 
Kenneth  Clark,  they  could 
have  ended  up  at  the  bottom  of 
the  Atlantic. 

In  August  1939  the  gallery 
had  dosed  its  doors  and  sent 
the  paintings  to  three  secret 
sites  in  Wales  and  a  private 
house  in  Gloucestershire. 
After  the  capitulation  of 
France  in  May  1940.  however, 
bombing  was  a  threat  even  in 
Wales  and.  as  a  film  shot  in 
1941  shows,  six  brick  store¬ 
rooms  were  created  in  an  old 
slate  mine  at  Manod,  above 
the  Welsh  village  of  Ffestiniog. 
The  preparations  took  more 
than  a  yean  fire  last  painting 
was  not  put  in  store  there  until 
September  18, 1941. 

Mines  and  country  houses 
from  here  to  Poland  and 
Russia  became  repositories  for 
war  booty  as  well  as  national 
collections.  Although  this  exhi¬ 
bition  has  confined  itself  to 
archive  material  it  would  have 
been  fascinating  to  know 
which  of  fiie  National  Gal¬ 
lery's  paintings  were  among 
Hitlers  choices  for  the  Fuhrer 
museum  that  he  planned  for 
Linz. 

The  gallery  building  itself 
was  not  turned  over  to  govern¬ 
ment  offices  as  had  been 


How  the  gallery  went  to  war 


,  •<*-,  u.  '  '  j 


Canvases  under  canvas:  pictures  from  the  National  Gallery  are  spirited  away  to  their  wartime  refuge  in  North  Wales 


expected.  Instead  it  became  a 
focus  for  music  and  art  in  a 
city  where  both  were  strictly 
rationed.  Lunchtime  classical 
concerts  took  place  every 
weekday,  organised  by  the 
concert  pianist  Myra  Hess. 
They  brought  a  whole  range  of 
people  into  the  gallery  who 
would  not  necessarily  have 
come  to  see  the  paintings  in 
peacetime.  “Tommies  in  their 
uniform  with  their  tin  hats 
strapped  on,  old  ladies  with 
ear  trumpets,  musical  stu¬ 
dents,  dvfl  servants,  office 
beys,  busy  public  men,"  as 
Clark  put  iL 

So  great  was  the  reluctance 
to  see  the  concerts  end  after  the 
war  that  they  continued  until 
April  1946.  The  profitable 
lunch  canteens  set  up  to  feed 


the  concert-goers  seem  to  have 
inadvertently  become  the 
prototype  of  the  museum  caffe. 

Just  as  influential  in  shap¬ 
ing  wartime  attitudes  to  the 
gallery  was  the  decision  to 
bring  back  one  masterpiece  a 
month.  Risking  direct  hits  by 
daytime  enemy  action,  this 
was  displayed  at  the  top  of  the 
entrance  hall  steps,  and  taken 
down  each  night  to  be  stored 
in  a  bomb  shelter.  In  his 
instructions  to  Manod  to  initi¬ 
ate  the  Picture  of  the  Month 
scheme,  Clark  wrote:  “People 
do  not  want  to  see  Dutch 
painting  or  realistic  painting 
of  any  kind:  no  doubt  at  the 
present  time  they  are  anxious 
to  contemplate  a  nobler  order 
of  humanity.  The  two  that 
have  been  most  often  asked  for 


are  the  El  Greco  Agony  in  the 
Garden  and  the  Titian  Noli 
me  tangere The  Titian  was 
the  first  to  be  shown.  Bellini's 
Agony  in  the  Garden  brought 
30,978  visitors  over  the  five 
weeks  it  was  on  show,  Botticel¬ 
li’s  Mars  and  Venus 34346.  In 
addition,  the  gallery  mounted 
a  constantly  changing  display 
of  works  by  war  artists  such  as 
John  Piper,  Paul  Nash.  Stan¬ 
ley  Spencer.  Edward  Ardiz- 
zone.  Eric  Ravillous  and 
Graham  Sutherland.  There 
were  exhibitions  of  modem  art 
and  one  of  French  19th-centu¬ 
ry  painting. 

What  this  exhibition  does 
not  convey  is  the  fundamental 
change  in  public  perception  of 
the  gallery  that  took  place 
during  the  war  years.  Despite 


the  risks  involved,  the  gallery 
had  not  neglected  its  public. 
Under  the  enlightened  direc¬ 
torship  of  Clark  it  responded 
to  the  realisation  that  art 
mattered,  and  mattered  espe¬ 
cially  in  times  of  crisis.  Apart 
from  visitors  to  the  exhibitions 
in  file  gallery,  824,000  people 
had  attended  the  concerts.  It  is 
not  too  fantastic  to  suppose 
that  the  passions  aroused  four 
years  ago  by  the  architectural 
schemes  proposed  for  the  new 
Sains  bury  Wing  to  the  gallery 
have  their  roots  in  the  great 
public  affection  the  gallery  . 
attracted  during  the  Second  J* 
World  War,,  and  still  com¬ 
mands  today.'  • 

•  The  National  Gallery  and  ihe 
Second  World  War  is  in  Room  I  at 
the  National  Gallery  until  Feb  II 


FRANKLY,  the  Academic  State  Choir 
of  Armenia  was  something  of  a 
disappointment.  Its  first  major  visit  to 
London  was  heralded  as  a  highlight  of 
the  current  Arts  of  Armenia  festival  in 
the  capital,  and  it  attracted  a  capacity 
audience  from  the  Armenian  commun¬ 
ity.  So  it  felt  like  an  event,  but  as  a 
musical  experience  it  was  like  stepping 
into  a  time  warp. 

It  is  all  too  easy  to  romanticise 
national  choral  traditions:  the  British 
are,  after- all,  no  exception.  In  the  case 
of  Armenia,  that  tradition  is  essentially 
a  19th-century  phenomenon  that  has 
been  preserved,  unadulterated  by 
more  modem  trends  and  influences, 
for  the  best  part  of  100  years  while 
laying  daim  to  a  much  older  heritage. 
Thus,  the  “ancient  and  wonderful” 
sacred  music,  as  it  was  proclaimed  in 


Warbling  romance 


the  publidty.  is  basi-  -  rec 
cally  conveyed  | 
through  a  highly  Ro¬ 
mantic  interpreta-  Academic 
bon  of  that  old 
repertory.  How  old  Ol  AJ 

the  melodies  are  is  rhwwi  T?Ii 
not  clear,  but  these  C^Ueen  ^ 
arrangements  by 
Aid  ini  an,  Harou  turban  and  Komitas 
consist  of  essentially  late  19th-century 
harmonisations.  The  key  figure  in  this 
national  musical  revival  was  Komitas 
(1869-1935),  whose  folksong  settings 
formed  the  second  half  of  the  ooncerL 
These  rather  selfconsdous  pieces, 
often  quite  extended  with  contrasting 


1  FESTIVALipH 

Academic  State  Choir 
of  Armenia 
Queen  Elizabeth  Hall 


iy>>  -yrc/tf  sections,  drew  the 

best  singing  from 
the  choir  under  its 
late  Choir  conductor  of  more 

.  than  30  years, 

lema  Ohannes  Tchekid- 

lbe*HaU  EenrrTe 

music  were  most  ap¬ 
parent  in  the  modal  qualities  of  the 
mdodies  and  certain  vocal  flourishes. 
These  were  heightened  by  the  manner 
of  singing.  Its  peculiar  intensity  de¬ 
rives  from  the  combination  of  a 
pronounced  vibrato  and  a  strongly 
nasal  resonance,  heard  at  its  best  in  the 
affecting  solo  by  the  bass  Albert  Khat- 


chadurian.  However,  in  the  choral 
sections,  the  competing  vibratos,  espe¬ 
cially  of  the  sopranos,  proved  wearing 
on  the  ear,  and  failed  to  hide  the  woolly 
pitching  of  the  lower  voices. 

Perhaps  it  is  unfair  to  apply  Western 
European  ideals  to  a  tradition  -  that 
dearly  has  its  roots  further  to  the  east. 
And  there  are  those  features  commonly 
associated  with  Russian  choirs  which 
completely  dude  their  Western  coun¬ 
terparts:  those  gravelly  basses;  that 
unique,  almost  disembodied  pianissi¬ 
mo;  a  sudden,  snatched  crescendo. 
Tchekidjian  was  especially  keen  on 
this  last  and  it  has  to  be  said  that  the 
attention  given  his  every  gesture  by  the 
choir  was  extraordinary  by  any 
standard. 

Tess  Knighton 


ENTERTAINMENTS 


ART  GALLERIES 


A  MAJOR  EXMBmON  d  Ruastan 
&  soviet  art  at  the  Roy  Mas  Gtfkiy. 
_  29  BJUtooStneeLWI.  0171-485  4747 

LEFEVRE  GALLERY  90  Bruton  St, 
W1. 0171-4832107.  An  nhttfion  ol 
MODERN  BRITISH  ARTISTS 
1900-1945.  27  Nw4>  Pec. 

MorvFr)  105 


Royte  Academy  of  Arte,  P1ccac9y, 
W1. 106  (My.  Recoded  Mo 
0171-439  4895?.  Advance  Booking 
0171-484  9B75  AFRICA: 
THE  ART  OF  A  CONTINENT. 


THE  SMALL  PAMIMQ3  GROUP 

uM  22  Dec.  Duncan  Campbel,  15 
Thackeray  St  MB  0171  937  86S5 
Maftt  116,  Set  106 


OPERA& BALLET 


1 0171 632  (241*) 


Toni  730  TURAHDOT 
Taira  7,30  LA  bwle 


ROYAL  OnUlA  HOUSE  0171 304 
4000  lor  8ox  Off  &  Stanctiy  Mb. 
Trials  arabHe  on  the  dqr 
The  Royal  Opera 
Tenor,  T»  730  MM 
Tbe  Royal  BaBet 
Toni,  Mon,  Wad  730 


THEATRES 

ADELPM 

-ANDREW  LLOYD  WEBBER? 
MASTBWECE"  Wal  St  Jnunaf 

SUNSET 

BOULEVARD 

Winner  o!  7  Tony  Awvda 


I:- 1 1-:< 


34hr  cnaxr  card  boonngs 

CALL  0171344  0055(1*8  tee) 
OF  BOGNNS 413  3302  (bkg  fee) 
to  booking  tee  tor  Adept 
B*  Office  CMa* 

Recorded  rtomBflon  0171 3798884 
MooSat  7.4S  Wft  Tffi*  A  Set  300 


ALBERT  BO  0171 3GB 1730 
cc  0171 344  4444  (no  bkg  tee) 
Gip  0171 4133311 

“FIVE  STAR  SHOW 

-IRRESSnBLPDEra 

FIVE  GUYS 


APOLLO  VICTORIA  cc  0171 416 
6055  cc  34hra  0171 3444444/0171 420 
0000  Grpe  0171 4166075/413  3321 

Andrew  Lloyd  Webber*! 
Near  production  of 

STARLIGHT  EXPRESS 

“A  REBORN  TtEATRtCAL 
DELIGHT*  Daly  iM 
Whin  knudde  nraW.46  drty 
Tue  6  Sat  1560  Tfckels  ton  212S0 
NOFERF25DEC 


APfiLLO  494  508V344  4444/42D 
0000.  Ewe  8.  Mete  Hu  3, 5 &&1S 
HAYLEY  NBLLS 

‘ItetedPueuT  F.T 


CAMBRDGEBO&oeOl71484 
5054  cc  (no  bfcg  fee)  312 1992/344 
4444  Gipa  413  3321/  312 1970/ 
4945454 


ROYAL  FESTIVAL  HALL  071 9» 
tSfH 

BGU3H  NATIONAL  BAUET 

THE  NUTCRACKER 

l8Decenteer6Januny 

SWAN  LAKE 


ALDWYCH  cc0171 4166003 

0171 4200000  (ho  teq) 

Evge  730,  Mtte  Wad  &  Srt  3A 


MARGARET  TYZACK 
PAUL  MATT  ACHARJS 

.  INDIAN  INK 
-TOM  STOPPARDS  IMUAm 
-  A  BEAUTFUL  AND  FUMfT 
FflEBALL  OF  A  PLAY  TO 
UUHMATE  TIC  WEST  BW 
Today-Dfected  fay  PETES  WOOD 


AMBASSADORS 
836  611 1/420  OHfi/344  4444 
For7iweksGrty 

TRAINSPOTTING 

AwJdwtefogpkyfron, 

MwWUft  novel 

Tflvnfaby  Rnny"  Qradtei 
UonfiielB  Sal  5&&S0  Wed  Mat  *5 


Bloomsbury  theatre 

EtyO  CG  0171 390  8822  From  Deo  16 
MOnFrilMO&aOO 
W/C  Dk  25  TroSat  1 1 30  a  ago 
SOOTY  AT  CKBSTMAS 


C0MB7Y  B06cc  0171 369 17SI 
cc 0171 420  0000  (no  bkg  tee) 

ZOE  WANAMAKERin 
TBE  (3ASS  MENAGE30E- 

by  TBMESSS  TMLUAMS 

DnctedbySMMMdn 

Em  730  Mils  Sot  300 
LMTED  SEASON 
Ertm  Mete  29  Dee  &  4  ten  eLSpm 
to  Parte  25. 2S  Dec  61  Jen 


CRIIBBON  360 1747/420  MOV 
3444444 

JONATHAN  HARVEY'S  ICW 


RUPERT  SIRffiT 

LtBCLY  HEARTS  CLUB 
“■fcMyfinvUiriWuft 
condc-DMai 
Tuee-SetS.  Set4,Sui3&7 
“l«  2  SUN  PERFG  AT  3  A  7" 
"RED  PPt"«  PREVBNOWr 
-QAUOPOeWlfl 


DOMBRON TckaOnes  0171 418 
6060/0171 420  0000  (bkg  teeO-G^e 
0171 416  60^413  3321/420  0200 

GREASE 

Staring  SHANE  HKHE 
and  SAMANTHA  JANUS 
“Feet,  turiooe  A  tev  fun,  hn." 
Driyhftrar 

Ewb  7  30,  Mats  Wed  6  Set  3pm 
T1CNETB  A  VALABLE  -  APPLY 
DAS.YTO  BOXOFRCE 
EXTRA  MAT  28  DEC  3PM 

DRURY  LANE  THEATRE  ROYAL 
SS  cc  (Bkg  tea]  Mr  7  dqe  0171 484 
5000044  4444/420  0000  Grpe  404 
5*54/4133311/3128000 

MISS  SAIGON 

-TYE  CLASSIC  LOVE  STORY 


mra 

7TH  SENSATIONAL  YEAR! 
Em  7.45  Meta  Wed  &  Set  3pm 
Ex»a  Met  Thur  28  Dec  A  3pm 
to  perforiwee  Mon  25  Dae 

Good  earn*  oval  tor  DM  Mm 


F0RTIS®  Cov.Gdn  0171 636  2238 

*One  ot  the  toeet  periran 
on  ibn  Weal  Bid  eteoe' Whafs  Oi 

MARIE 

“A  broteh  o»  traah  eb"  Dmea 
EVBtY  SUNDAY  3Jtom 


DUCHESS  cc  0171  484  SOT)  cc  344 
44«4  (no  H9  te^SS  2426  (bkg  tee) 
0171-413  3321  Em  6pm,  Wad  mat 
3pm,  Sal  5pm  ft  830 
-A  SAUCY  COBT  E  3W 


DON’T  DRESS 
F0RDINNSI 


DUKE  OF  TORTS  0171 836 
5122/9837  cc  420  0000^344 
4444  (24  ha,  no  tee) 

ROYAL  COURT  CLASSICS 
HnayGraton  AisfagCTSiflwn 
FmdPearaon  Tm  Potto 

HYSTERIA 

TenyJohraon^  "CUSTARD  PIE  OF 
C0HC  BRUUNCE*  Tana  Out 
Beat  Comedy  Otar  Arad 
FOR7WSCSOM.Y 
.  Bee  TJL  Mate  Tim &&d  3cm 


FORTUNE  BO  6  CC  0171 836 
223^01713126033 

DAVBS  ANDREW 

burke  havil 

SfleenlWe 

THE  WOMAN  IN  BUCK 

Adapted  by  Stephen  MaUett 
“A  real  0afl  ot  bonoi*  STdks 
NOW  M  ITS  7TH  YEAR 


FORTUtfOm  8862236 
"A  leaf  Mai  br36  year  dkte~  Gdn 


GARRICK  0171 484  50QEy 
0171 312 1990  (no  bkg  tea) 
wtwmoF 

19  MAJOR  AWARDS 
TtwRoyMNetlorad 
Thentre  production 
JBAieMeyY 

AN  INSPECTOR  CALLS 

"THRURiajRJST  BE  SEBT 

DAW 

“ONE  OF  THE  MOST 
WTOQaCATWQ,  THEATRtoAtLY 


OF  THE  ISBDe^ES 
“TWO  HOURS  OF 
ENTMtALLMQ,  VT8UALLY 
STUNNMG  DRAMAD.Td 


MoftFri  745.  Sett  5X0  6,8.15 
Wed  mat  230 


GELGUD  Shafteabuy  Am  Inc  cc 
0171 484  5530  (no  bkg  fee) 

CC  01 7 1344  4444  (note]  fee) 

aoupe  0171  4B4  5454 

julia  McKenzie 
COMMUNICATING 


by  ALAN  AYCKBOURN 
"A  MSJXRAMAUC  C0M57Y 
THRU®  WNDSIRliY  FUffT 
AND  G&ua&Y  SCARY"  OTA 
"rite  tee  audenca  In  fern  RQfflMG 
WTH  LAUGHTER  AM)  LfAPtC 
FORWARD  N  RUGHT  Mepandant 
Em  730  Mate  Wad  &  Sal  300 
jbNteaa  Men  S  Dec 


HAYMARKET  930  0600 
CC  344  4444/420  0000  (bkg  tee) 
7FE  PETER  HWL  COMPANY 
ALANBATES  GEMMA  JONES 
‘“awbTnwe _ ‘marvMoua'Gch 

THE  MASTER  BUILDER 

FeterHWc  ftw  new  staglngTLTel 

tot  to  be  mksad  on  any  aocouif 
S-Tria. _ 

ONLY  4  MORE  WEEKS! 

Mon6ai  7,45.  Mate  Wed.  Set  3cm 

HER  MAJESTY’S  241x494  5400 
(bkg  h*0  cc  344  4444/420  0000  (bkg 
te^G^pe  484  5454/4133311/9306123 

ANDREW  UOYD  WEBBER’S 


THE  PHANTOM  OF 
THE  OPERA 

□taied  by  HAROLD  PFWCE 
NOW  BKG  TO  28  SBT  96 
Eves  745  Mte  Wed  &  Sal  33d 
Apply  to  B»  OOtae  daly  tar  returns 
Extra  Met  Tbu  28  Dec  at  330 
tooerf  Ucn25Dec 


LONDON  PALLADIUM  BCVCC 
.  0171 484  502V944  4444  (Cl  fttaerv 
chg)  420  0000  Qpa  0171 413  3321 
JIM  DALE 

HETUW3  TO  T*  WEST  EM) 

“AMAJORTWATRICAL 
EVENT*  Daly  Mai 

OLIVER! 

2»  SPECTACULAR  YEAR 
HOW.  BARTS  MAS1ERPECE 
YOU  CANT  ASK  FOR  MORE- 
STrws 

Em  730  Meta  Wed  6  Set  230 
ExM  Mrt  tlur  28  Dec  at  230 
No  Efettoirance  Mki  26  Dec 
SOME  GOOD  SEATS  AVAL 
NOW  FOR  WgXDAY  PERES 


LYRIC  ShaAa  Am  BQ/Cc017l  484 
5960  cc  0171 314  4444  (ho  bkg  tee) 
McMaMcAirtfle 
Graham  Turner 
end  Rank  TtrontM 
HOBSON'S  CHOICE 

by  Harold  Bnghoun 
“MAOtoFTCENT-ai  evening  M 
bnra«tthbugftteraD.Tei 
“ftank  Haaei's  delciausly  pqait 
iwstels  AD&WHT*Sld 
Eves  730  We  Sri  330 
to  Perfomanoe  Uon  25  Deo 


NEW  LONDON  Drury  Las  WC2  BO 
0171 406  0072  CC  0171 404  4079  2ftr 
01713444444/4200000 
Grps  0171 4133311/8306123 
THE  AMFEW  UOYD  WEBBSV 
TS.BJDTNTBPIA'nONAL 
AWARDWNNK3  MUSCAL 

CATS 

Eves  7.45  Tue  8  Sal  330 

Extra  Mats  27. 26  Dec  at  3pm 
No  Mat  25  Dec 
No  Radon  i —mb  Mon  25  Dec 
LATEC0MB1S  NOT  ADMHTHJ 
WW£AU0irC»UMB*4 
MOTION,  Pl£ASE  BE  PHOttffT. 
Bare  open  ai  545 

LBBTED  NO.  OF  SEATS  AVAL 
DALYJB0M  BOX  OFRCE. 


OLD  VC  0171 926  6655/3128034 
The  Royal  NaSonatt  Thwtre'e 

THE  WIND  IN 
THE  WILLOWS 

“AN  ABSOLUTE  WMBTTm 

Out 

MATCHLESS 


UTTERLY  ENCHANTWG~A 
SMALL  MASTERPECE-Daiy  Itel 
“A  WOfOEHHJL  EVH6NGT.T 


"quite 

astonishing 

See 


NATONAL  THEATRE  00  0171 828 
2252  Grps  0171 620  074l2«r 
cc  t*g  tee  0171 420  0000 
OLIVER  Tent  7.15,  Tomer  200  & 
7.15  A  LITTLE  MOHT  MUSK 
kfcefa  &  lyrics  by  Stephen  Scrtfteim, 
book  by  Wteeter 
LYTTLETON  Toni  730,  Tomer  2.15 
A730ROSBOUNTZA 
OULIiaiSTEIM  ARE  DEAD  Tom 
Stoppari 

COTTESLDE  Tcrrt730.  Tomer  130 
&  730  RICHARD  RWfcn 


PALACE  THEATRE  0171-04  0909 
ccSSn  (bkg  lee)  017UM 
4444  Grpe  0171 4133311 
THE  WORLD’S  MOST  POPULAR 
MUSKSAL 

LBS  MISRRART.BR 

NOW  IN  ITS  1TIH 
REOORD-BnEAKMQ  YEAR 
Em  730  Mate  Thu &Sst  230 
Extta  Mat  Wed  27  Dec  a  230 
No  Performance  lion  25  Dec 
Lalacomerenot  admitted 
ini  tee  Marvel 
LMFED  Nft  OF  SEATS  AVAL 
MYfflOtBOXOmCE 


PICCADILLY0T71 369  T734 
CC  241*9  344  4444. 

Grpe  312 1970/413  3321 

•WINNER!* 


ewteng  andert  And  95 
■0*  OF  THE  BEST  MUSICAL 
PRODUCTIONS  LMBON  HAS 
SEBI  FOR  YEARS' Dfxptara 
“JERHY  HBWAWS 
•OIBERFUL  BURST  OF 
MUOCAL  FSffiWORKS"  OMal 

MACK  &  MABEL 

THE  HOLLYWOOD  ROMANCE 
Wxv8aar«,itaaWedS 
SB1U330 

ExYBWThieDEcaHtam 


PHOENIX  BQAX;  0171 3GB 1733 
/344  4444/4200000  (tea) 

DAVID  CASSIDY 

STARS  FOR  4  WEEKS  OILY 
Vf  WILLY  RUSSELL'S 

BLOOD  BROTHERS 

STEFHAME  LAWRBICE 
CARL  WAYNE 

-Bring?  die  sudfcnce  to  Be  feet, 
and  raatoB  Be  approver  D  Mai 
Em  7.45  Meta  Thum  3  Sat  4 
-EXTRA  MAT  27  OBC  AT  3~ 

PLAYHOUSE  0171 839  4401 
AH71 4200000)0171 3444444 
AN  ALL  STAR  CAST  M  RAY 
COONEY'S  NEW  COMEDY  MT 

FUNNY  MONEY 

"LAUGHS  GALORES 
W*MER”D.Exp 


‘YOUW  BE  CRAZY  TO  MRS  rr 
DAW 

CRAZY  FOR  YOU 

*Y8  A  GREAT,  QLORaOUS, 
GLAMOROUS  (MUMHE  OF  A 
SHOW"  S-lknei 
Em  745,  Mats  Thu  4  Sat  300 
Extra  Met  Wed  27  Dec  at  $xn 
to  Rarfronance  Mon  25  Dec 
GOOD  SEATS  AVAILABLE 


PRMCE  OF  WALES  0171 838 
K72/42Q  <3232/3*4 4444/418 6052 
Grps  0171 420  020(^*13  3321 

TOMMY  SimE 

WHATASH0W 

'Tteimfl  Show  pneka  Flnb, 

rimOp  cW  9QQGM 
Bigs  MonSat  Bpnx  Itete  Wed  3pm 
SatSpra 

For  a  Lbrittod  Seneon 


ROYAL  SHAKESPEARE 
COMPANY  LONDON 

(0171 638  8891) 
8MSCAK 

A  CHRISTMAS  CAROL  Toni  7.15 
TIC  PIT:  SON  OF  A  MAN  Tort  7.15 
STRATFORD  (01789  295623) 
RST:  ROMEO  AND  JULIET 
Toni  7  JO 

SWAN  TIE  DEVL  IS  AN  ASS 
Toni  7JX 

TOPiTHEPAMTEBOF 
DSCNOUR  Tomor  733 


FRMCE  BIWARD  0171 447  5400 
a*  Cal  420  0100  Bkg  fee) 

344  4444  Groups  CO  0200 
Cbmeron  MadtMoeh  preeents 

MARTIN  GUERRE 

ANewMricalby 
BfXJBLLS  SCKX3ERG 
FROM  28  MAY  1888 
OUSNS  BQ/CC  (El  bkg  feq) 
0171 484  5041V344  4444 
Mon-Thu  8pm,  Frl  &45pra  A 
Set  6pm  &  845pm 

LILY  SAVAGE 


CELL-BLOCK  H 

TIL  MUSICAL 


SAVOY  THEATRE  0171 8366888 
cc  420  0000  grpe  312 1970  to  bkg  tee 
BEIMDA  KEVM 

LANG  MCNALLY 

In  Terry  Johnaon's  award 
nMngocnwdy 

DEAD  FUNNY 

"BBnbAy  Witty  and  Wicked" 

EveStmd 

Manftf  8pm.  Satai5pm 


SHAFTESBURY  0171 378  5309 
344  4444  pforyUg  tee) 

ITS  BACK  -  4  WEEKS  ONLY 
18  DEC-13  JAN  DIC  MATS 
RETURN  TO  THE 

FORBIDDEN  PLANET 

THE  CO»flC  XMAS  PARTY 
■toWoualy  adddhe*  D.Tel 
MnvThraMQ,  Frl,  Sat5L83) 
to  pot «  Mon  25  Dec 

ExnanMDae27fegan 


SHAFTESBURY  0171 373  5989 
0171 344  4444  (24hr/ho  bkg  fee) 
0^*4330171 4133321 

TOMMY 

PAULKEATMG  KHWLDE 
Ae  Trinity  '  AaMnWetenr 


ST  MARTBFS  0171 836 1443  (no 


STRAND  THEATRE  Bax  Ofl  4  CC 
(no  lee)  0171 8306600 
cc  (bkg  tee)  0171  3444444/4200000 
GtoupeOITI  4133321/0171 8306123 

•BUDDY* 

-  The  Buddy  HoSy  Story 
■WaUUNT  Sui 

•BUDDY* 

"WONDBffULjBTUFF"  Sun  Tel 

•BUDDY* 

Turolbun  SO  HI  5i30  &  630 
Sete  500  &  830,  Sara  44)0 
ALL  SEATS  1/2  PMCE  FH  530  PfflF 

7ttr  HEAVBB.Y  YEAR 


VAUDEV8XE  0171 836  S6S7cc 

420  0000/344  4444  (nobfcg  ted) 

Torn  ^nrirang,  nffridtornte 
end  Mndorar  ewnteg  In  Bn 
ftriatre,  go  end  eee 
The  RSC  production  ot 

THE  SHAKESPEARE 
REVUE" 

The  Tines 

"We  hugely  er»yaUe  tooeT 
DalyTeteg^l 
MmfitaoOpm  Set  830pm 
Mate  Wed  234»>  SM 530pm 
Mon  25  Dec 


VICTORIA  PALACE  BO  S  ccfco 
tee)  0T71 834 1317  cc  (Urn  fee)  om 
M4 4444/312  1908/437  8977 
&wipa  0171 312 1997  (no  fee)  - 
X7171 330  61 23  (bkg  tea) 

BRIAN  COMEY  : 

“Okra*  the  pertonnance  rilhe 


V0LS0N* 

“A  maxing  ter  Jam.  Tel 

V0LS0N* 

wriUng  a  aratem  mlee  to 


•J0LS0N* 
£vgaMon3N730, 
Mate  Wad  &  Set  100 


VWEHAU.  309 1735/344  4444/ 

4200000 

“BEST  NEW  MUSICAL 

WTOWHJSIttJJArtPMoS 

HOY  0RBIS0N  STORY  : 

SLEST-STARRNG  P J.  PKJBY 
Ji  PRICE  FM&30PBIF 


SAMANTHA  BOND 


bi& 

YfV\  £* 


VBCa.  ^ 

lin§  fj'Jr  ■ 

!'a§e  how 
Na£ionaj  . 

'  ^  Pr-%1hi 

feature,  ** 

n  the  ^rnfcj 
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MPOP 1 

Revisit  the 
early  life 
of  Bryan  Ferry 
on  an  epic 
Roxy  Music 
compilation 


■  POP2 

...  or  imbibe 
some  of  the 
yuletide  spirit 
seeping  from 
Luther  Vandross 
and  company 


THE’ 


ART: 


■  POP3 

Mindless  it 
may  be,  but  the 
product  of  the 
Eternal  label 
is  bringing 
home  die  bacon 


■  POP  4 

Annie  Lennox’s 
Medusa  is 
Caitlin  Moran’s 
choice  for  I995’s 
worst  record  -  but 
which  was  the  best? 


ar  Roxy  Music,  this  was  your  life 


Albums 


4*^.-  ^ 


Vi-.-  v. .  . 


■■tsrj-L''  - 


****** 

.  'nt*  •“  . 
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ROXY  MUSIC 

The  Thrill  of  it  All 
Mrgin  8  40970:  four  discs] 
DECORATED  with  those  glossy 
wiagK  of  glamorous  women  that 

tS6  visual  Remark. 

The  Thrill  of  it  AU  is  a  67-track 

ratrospecnve  which  does  the  group's 
memory  proud.  Their  output  was 
variable  and  their  influence  nor 
altogether  benign,  but  when  they 
emerged  in  1972  with  their  futuristic 
.pop-rock  songs  and  arch,  space- 
cockatoo  image,  Roxy  Music  played  a 
role  in  revitalising  rock  during  the 
grey  aftermath  of  the  hippy  era. 

Disc  One  incorporates  most  of 
their  groundbreaking  first  two  al¬ 
bums.  Roxy  Music  and  For  your 
Pleasure,  and,  although  dogged  by  a 
desperately  unfashionable  drum 
sound,  songs  such  as  Ladytron  and 
In  Every  Dream  Home  a  Heartache 
retain  their  icy  charm. 

With  the  departure  of  sonic  mae¬ 
stro  Brian  Eno  in  1973,  however,  the 
group  lost  an  element  of  strategic 
weirdness,  and  singer  Bryan  Ferry 
started  to  become  a  caricature  of 
himself.  Disc  Two  —  which  draws 
together  most  of  Stranded,  Country 
Life  and  Siren  —  finds  him 
schmoozing  away  in  French  on  the 
majestic  A  Song  for  Europe  and 
gargling  in  German  on  the  ludi¬ 
crously  overwrought  Bitter-Sweet. 

These  comic  indulgences  are  miti¬ 
gated  by  gems  such  as  Prairie  Rose 
and  the  timeless  Love  is  the  Drug,  but 
Disc  Three,  which  rounds  up  the 
string  of  albums  they  released  after 
re-forming  in  1978  ( Manifesto .  Flesh 
*  Blood  and  Avalon),  is  a  weary 
triumph  of  style  over  content  The 
ragbag  of  B-sides,  remixes  and  non¬ 
album  singles  that  makes  up  Disc 
Four  will  be  of  limited  appeal  (apart 
from  Virginia  Plain,  Pyjamarama 
and  Jealous  Guv)  to  all  but  the  most 
anient  of  Roxy  completists. 

VARIOUS  ARTISTS 
Even  Santa  Gets  the  Blues 
(Pointblank/Virgin  VPB  28) 

LUTHER  VANDROSS 
This  is  Christmas 
(Epic/LV  Records  481312)  . 

ALAN  JACKSON 
Honky  Tonk  Christmas 
(Arista/BMG  07822 18736) 
ALTHOUGH  these  three  albums 
each  attempt  to  give  the  Christmas 
theme  a  different  musical  spin  — 
blues,  soul  and  country  respectively 
—  they  all  fall  back  on  the  tried  and 
tested  in  the  end. 

Even  Santa  Gets  the  Blues  features 
B.B.  King,  Charles  Brown,  Isaac 
Hayes,  Johnny  Winter  and  others 
bringing  various  shades  of  deep- 
voiced  melancholy  and/or  cheer  to 


Things  that  made 
me  go  ‘Mmmm’ 


The  “futuristic  pop-rock  songs"  of  Roxy  Music  brightened  the  early  1970s:  now  you  can  follow  their  innovative  career  on  four  new  CDs 


the  party,  but  also  finds  space  at  the 
table  for  a  jazz-tinged  version  of 
Irving  Berlin’s  White  Christmas  by 
Hadda  Brooks,  the  79-year-old 
“Queen  of  the  Boogie". 

Luther  Vandross  turns  in  an 
impeccably  polished  set  with  slick, 
uptown  arrangements  of  My  Favour¬ 
ite  Things,  Have  Yourself  a  Merry 
Little  Christmas  and  a  rousing 
gospel  choir-assisted  finale  of  O 
Come  A! I  Ye  Faithful. 

For  country  star  Alan  Jackson, 
though.  Christmas  inevitably  means' 
more  pain.  “I  want  to  thank  you  for 
this  broken  heart  that  I  got/ Merry 
Christmas  girl,  wherever  in  the 
world  you  are,"  he  sings,  mournfully 
but  manfully,  on  the  title  track  of 
Honlty  Tonk  Christmas. 

But  among  the  tales  of  crying 
Santas  and  drunken  daddies.  Jack- 
son  has  included  a  song  of  reassur¬ 
ance  for  the  kids  who  live  “way  down 
South”  where  it  doesn’t  snow.  Taken 
at  a  sprightly  canter  and  featuring 


the  unmistakable  voices  of  Pinky  and 
Perky  (seriously),  it’s  called  Santa's 
Gonna  Come  in  a  Pickup  Truck. 

RAMPAGE 

Priority  One 
(Rampage/ Almo  Sounds 
ALMOCD005) 

HAS  there  ever  been  an  under¬ 
ground  style  of  music  that  has  taken 
so  long  to  claw  its  way  to  the  surface 
as  jungle?  Whole  eras  of  musical 


fashion  seem  to  have  come  and  gone 
since  this  rapidly  pulsating  bass  and 
drum  music  was  first  heralded  as  the 
wave  of  the  future. 

Part  of  the  problem  —  if  that’s  what 
it  is  —  is  the  dance  community’s 
fiercely  protective  attitude  towards  its 
hardcore  favourites.  London-based 
outfit  Rampage  were  left  in  no  doubt 
of  their  place  in  the  scheme  of  things 
by  a  reviewer  from  one  of  the 
specialist  magazines  who  warned 


E 

\  TOP  TEN  At 

JuMSfe;;  •  .  . 

i 

2 

3 

(What's  the  Story)  Morning  Glory? . 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

Different  Class . 

9 

Life . 

10  Anthology  1 


(Apple) 


them:  “We  don’t  waht  you  getting  on 
The  Chart  Show  with  your  Top  Ten 
kids’ TV  tunes." 

Rampage’s  crime  is  to  have  includ¬ 
ed  a  version  of  the  catchy  theme  tune 
to  The  Monkees,  albeit  heavily  vibcd 
up  with  those  skittery  junglist  beats, 
on  their  debut  album.  Priority  One. 
A  snatch  of  the  Godfather  theme  is 
also  pressed  into  service,  briefly, 
before  being  steamrollered  by  the 
frenetic,  pounding  beat. 

The  rest  of  the  album,  however,  is 
as  uncompromisingly  sparse  and  cut 
to  the  rhythmic  bone  as  ever,  with 
little  variety  or  additional  mstrumen- 
tadon  and  strictly  no  melodies  that 
might  interfere  with  the  barrage  of 
drum  loops  and  subliminal  bass 
patterns.  Stark,  modern  and  unre¬ 
lenting.  this  is  a  good  album  of  its 
kind,  but  lacks  the  vision  to  take 
jungle  beyond  its  current  narrow 
horizons. 

David  Sinclair 


I  am  three  weeks  behind 
everyone  else  in  the 
Records  of  the  Year 
doodlings;  but  that  was  only 
because  I  was  waiting  to  see 
if  my  Worst  Album  of  the 
Year,  nominated  in  Janu¬ 
ary,  was  going  to  be- over¬ 
taken  for  sheer  gut-ratting 
tragedy  by  Roy  “Chubby" 
Brown’s  Take  Fat  and  Par¬ 
ty.  If  wasn  T.  So  Medusa  by 
Annie  Lennox,  wherein  ev¬ 
eryone's  favourite  mouse- 
eared  claaaarssy  lady  takes 
a  machete  to  12  of  our  best¬ 
loved  tunes,  still  reigns  over 
the  very  large  pile  of  vinyl 
laundry  waiting  to  be  taken 
to  the  cleaners. 

Having  dispensed  with 
the  Worst,  then,  everything 
else  fails  smoothly  into 
plaoe  as  we  head  for  the 
bright  and  bracing 
highgrounds  of  the  Cool 
Stuff.  Take  Thai  kicked  off 
the  year  with  Never  Forget, 
one  of  the  most 
frightening  ex¬ 
amples  of  clarity 
and  clear¬ 
headedness  in 
the  middle  of  a 
traumatieally 
eventful  life,  with 
Gary  Barlow 
howling  as  if  his 
therapist  had 
ordered  him  to.  CAT 

Also  viewing  v/tn 

fife  with  disturb- 
ing  frankness 
was  Tricky’s  Maxinquaye. 
trying  to  exhale  serenity 
and  beauty  with  eveiy  inha¬ 
lation  of  confusion  and  dirt. 
Tricky  were  supporting 
PJ.  Harvey  at  the  lime 
their  album  went  straight  in 
at  No  2 — one  of  the  best  live 
bills  this  year,  as  PJ.'s  7o 
Bring  you  my  Love  deals 
with  the  same  claustropho¬ 
bia  and  longing  for  redemp¬ 
tion  and  simplicity. 

Delicatessen's  Skin 
Touching  Water  and  Tin- 
dersticks’  Tindersticks  were 
Siamese  twins  albums  — 
joined  at  the  hip  with  a  love 
of  spoken-word  theatrics; 
rumbling,  sensuous  bass; 
keening  violins  and  heavily 
overloaded  guitars.  Every¬ 
one’s  forgotten  McAlmont’s 
McAlmont,  but  for  lovelorn 
sensibilities  the  first  side 
alone  is  worth  the  price  of  a 
busride  over  to  your  mate’s 
to  tape  it.  Similar  heartsick 
pop  was  on  hand  on  Tecn- 


CAITLIN 

MORAN 


It  happened  on  Top  of  the 
Pops  last  night,  for  the 
umpteenth  time  this  year. 
Britain’s  venerable  chart  pro¬ 
gramme  was  turned  into  a 
giant  party  fry  two  men  look¬ 
ing  like  basketball  hero  Mich¬ 
ael  Jordan’s  teammates  from 
the  Chicago  Bulls. 

During  1995,  die  IUinois- 
raised  Outhere  Brothers  have 
made  themselves  comfortable 
in  the  British  charts.  The  new 
hit.  with  DJ  Molella,  If  You 


Euro-cheese  makes  for  a  better  mousetrap 


Wanna  Party,  is  their  latest 
call-and-response  ditty  with 
an  infectiousness  akin  to  die 
common  cold  and,  according 
to  some  music  lovers,  about  as 
much  artistic  value. 

The  Brothers  have  sold 
more  than  a  million  singles  in 
Britain  this  year,  among  them 


Paul  Sexton  meets  the  golden-eared  boss  of  the  chart-busting  Eternal  label 


the  chart-topping,  all-yelling, 
all-thudding  Don't  Stop  {Wig¬ 
gle  Wiggle)  and  Boom  Boom 
Boom.  Accessible?  Football 
crowds  now  chant  them,  that's 
how  accessible  they  are. 


The  Monopolies  and  Mergers  Commission  is  to  investigate  the  - 
maximum  airport  charges  that  should  be  allowed  over  the  five  year 
period  starting  on  1  April  1997  at  the  three  London  airports  owned  by 
BAA  pic,  namely  Heathrow,  Gatwick  and  Stansted.  The  MMC  also  has 
to  consider  whether  any  of  these  airports  has  acted  against  the  public 
interest  in  any  of  its  airport-related  activities  since  the  last  investigation 

in  1990. 

The  MMC  would  like  to  hear  from  interested  parties,  in  writing,  by 
- 12  January  1996,  if  possible.  Anyone  wishing  to  submit  evidence,  or  to 
receive  a  copy  of  the  full  terms  of  reference,  should  write  to:  The 
Reference  Secretary  (Airports),  Monopolies  and  Mergers  Commission, 
New  Court,  48  Carey  Street,  London  WC2A  2JT,  quoting  ref  TMS5- 


The  Outheres  are  one  of  the 
prime  assets  of  Eternal,  a  label 
run  out  of  the  giant  WEA 
Records  company.  Eternal  has 
enjoyed  a  remarkable  1995  all 
round,  thanks  not  only  to  the 
Chicago  twosome,  but  also 
Corona,  the  Italy-based  pop- 
dance  group  fronted  by  Brazil¬ 
ian  singer  Olga'  de  Souza. 
Their  new  song,  I  Don’t 
Wanna  Be  A  Star,  is  set  to 
become  their  fourth  Top  Ten 
single  in  jusr  over  a  year, 
following  Baby  Baity,  Try  Me 
Out  and  their  first  hedonistic 
anthem.  The  Rhythm  of  the 
Night.  Total  till  receipts  for  the 
Eternal  label:  another  million- 
plus  units  and  50,000  copies  of 
the  Corona  album. 

Add  another  substantial  hit 
with  the  dub  version  of  the 
Cranberries’  Zombie  by 
A.DAM.  featuring  Amy,  and 
an  Eternal  imprint  on  the 
current,  career-reviving  remix 
of  Everything  But  the  Girl'S 
Missing  (expected  to  pass  sales 
of  half-a-miliion  this  week), 
and  one  has  a  candidate  for 
the  title  of  biggest  new  label  of 
the  year — and  all  of  it  run  by  a 
fellow  who  used  to  have  a  spiv 
moustache  and  call  himself 
Enrico  Cadillac. 

Eternal  chief  Steve  Allen  has 
learnt  that  the  best  response  to 
the  observations  of  the  taste 
police  about  mindless  Euro¬ 
pop  is  to  point  to  the  balance 
shed  And  yet  Allen  is  an 
unlikely  champion  of  such 
brazen  populism.  In  the  1970s 


and  early  19S0s,  he  was  a 
member  of  the  acdaimed 
Liverpool  “art  school  pop" 
outfit  Deaf  School,  and  then  of 
esteemed  post-punk  band  the 
Original  Mirrors.  He  even 
had  success  in  Europe  as  a 
solo  pop  balladeer. 

"I  just  gave  people  what  they 
want  really,  it's  very  non¬ 
elitist,"  he  says,  “JYn  not  going 
to  do  anything  underground 
because  I’ve  got  no  interest  in 
feeding  that  snobbery.  In  Eng¬ 
land,  everyone  calls  my  stuff 
‘Euro-cheese’,  but  i  don’t  just 
do  Euro-cheese.  The  Outhere 
Brothers  are  from  Chicago." 

So  he  does  Chicagocheese 
as  well.  But  where  Allen 
differs  from  those  who  frown 
at  his  common  touch  is  in 
believing  that  instant  accessi¬ 
bility  in  music  does  not  signify 
sellout  “Dance  is  the  great 
communicator.  Everyone’s 
■dancing  to  the  same  records 
ail  over  the  world.  The  EC’s  a 


bigger  market  than  America, 
and  then  there’s  Japan  to  think 
of  as  well.  There’s  a  lot  further 
I  can  go  with  this  thing." 

There  is  a  wounded  artistic 
sensibility  here  as  well.  On  the 
piano  in  his  office,  Allen 
demonstrates  the  classical 
chords  on  which  much  of  his 
stock-in-trade  is  based.  “I  put 
out  a  brilliant  record  by  Cieo 
and  Marcus.  I've  Got  the 
Music  in  Me.  The  guy  from 
the  group  was  in  here,  I  said  ‘I 
love  the  chords  in  it',  and  he 
said:  ‘Oh  yes,  it’s  Chopin’.  He’s 
from  Turin,  he's  a  brilliant 
musician." 

Controversy  over  explicit 
lyrics  on  the  Outhere  Brothers 
album  caused  it  to  be  with¬ 
drawn  by  WEA,  and  replaced 
last  Monday  by  a  new  “fam¬ 
ily"  version.  “fils  not  my  job  to 
tell  an  artist  what  the  content 
of  his  stuff  should  be,"  Allen 
says.  "We  can’t  be  censors.  But 
we're  not  here  to  release  nice. 


friendly  music  either.  If  you 
did  that,  you  wouldn’t  ever 
have  had  Elvis  Presley;  he  was 
outrageous  and  controversial. 
I’m  not  putting  the  Outhere 
Brothers  in  his  bracket,  bur  I 
think  if  you  sign  it,  you’ve  got 
to  go  with  it. 

"There  were  certain  things 


age  Fandub's  Grand  Prix, 
which  escaped  being  mo¬ 
rose  thanks  to  some  of  the 
most  glorious,  soaring  har¬ 
monies  this  side  of  the 
Beatles. 

The  Single  of  the  Year. 
Pulp’s  Common  People, 
resurrected  the  spirit  of 
punk  17  years  on,  and 
dressed  it  in  Crimplene  and 
just  a  soupoon  of  slap,  and 
the  triumphant  album  Dif¬ 
ferent  Class  went  straight  in 
at  Nol.  The  Boo  Radleys 
reached  gold  status  with 
Wake  Up!  —  only  fair, 
considering  songwriter 
Martin  Carr  already  has  a 
back-catalogue  that  would 
turn  Brian  Wilson  green 
with  envy.  Supergrass’s  al¬ 
bum  /  Should  Coco  was 
singlehandedty  responsible 
for  the  summer  heatwave, 
and  the  rise  of  sales  of 
Raleigh  Chopper  bikes  after 
Alright  hit  No  1  in  the 
singles  chart 
pretty  much  de¬ 
manded  that  we 
all  be  llyearsold 
again.  Oasis 
waded  in  shortly 
afterwards  with 
What's  The  Story 
l Morning  Glo¬ 
ry?),  which  took 
us  all  the  way  up 
LIN  to  the  dizzying 

IAN  age  of  17. 

The  Chemical 
Brothers'  Exit 
Planet  Dust  and  the  elegiac 
Dubstar's  Disgraceful 
raised  the  stakes  for  the 
forthcoming  New  Order  LP, 
while  Method  Man's  All  I 
Need  and  the  Jon  Spencer 
Blues  Explosion's  Experi¬ 
mental  Remixes  singles 
sucked  up  over  two  hun¬ 
dred  separate  influences 
and  turned  them  into  pop 
like  we'd  never  seen  before. 
Meanwhile,  Michelle 
Gayle's  Happiness  was  as 
simple  a  pleasure  as  coming 
home  and  discovering  your 
house  is  made  out  of  pies. 

But  since  March,  no 
record  has  measured  up  to 
the  heart-stopping  truth 
and  beauty  of  Radiohead's 
The  Bends.  Twelve  tracks. 
48  minutes,  and  you’re  a 
boggly-eyed  loon,  clutching 
people’s  lapels  and  scream¬ 
ing  "Did  you  hear  that!” 
The  album  by  which,  in 
years  to  come,  1995  will  be 
known. 


on  that  album  that  I  wouldn't 
want  my  kid  listening  to. 
although  at  six  he’s  probably  a 
bit  too  young  to  be  able  to  pick 
up  the  gist.  But  [the  Bothers] 
aren’t  making  records  for 
kids,  they're  making  club 
records  for  grown-ups." 

•  The  singles  If  You  Wanna  Party, 
by  Molella  featuring  the  Outhere 
Brothers  and  l  Don’t  Wanna  be  a 
Star  by  Corona,  as  well  as  Parry 
Album,  by  the  Outhere  Brothers, 
are  available  on  Etemal/WEA 
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the  TIMES  FRIDAYnKCEMBER15_1225 


TO  ADVERTISE 
CALL:  0171  481  9994 


FDTICATTON 


FA)0i 

0171  782  7899 


UNIVERSITY  APPOINTMENTS 


PRINCIPALS 


dF 


AMWA&K 


RESEARCH 

FELLOWS 

Business  Process  Analysis 
and  Management 


£14,317  -  £21,519 


The  Warwick  Manufactuiing  Group  is  a  leading  multi- 

disdplmaiy  o^anisatioo,  with  aa  Ifflcmadonal  reputation 


Tte  Gttwp  has  major  funding  from  the  Research  Councils 

Tinl 


Appficarinns  are  invited  from  sdeadss,  adnytogisa  or 
sodal  scientists,  preferably  with  some  industrial 
experience,  to  weak  under  ibe  ounces  of  Ibe  Business 
Processes  Resource  Cexxrc  aod  Joiifl  Research  Councils' 

ImiOuafiiH  Manifarfti|  jgg  imtiafwe  m 
iMpqurh  priyjtiP  in  afcotrliMti^g  im(l  dkwnimliiig 
existing  scholarship  in  business  processes.  Conridetatk® 
will  be  given  [o  [fuse  seeking  the  opportunity  to  study  for 
a  research  degree. 

The  ^jpointmenis  will  be  for  three  ytais  in  the  first 

inaanw 


AppHi-BtkB  forms  from  ihe  Personnel  Office, 
Usireasity  ofWarwkk,  Coventry  CV47AL 
(01203  523627)  quoting  Ref  18/2A/95. 
(please  marie  dearly  on  envelope), 
dosing  date  for  applications  5  Jammy  1996. 


UNIVERSITY 


OF  WARWICK 


I  The  University  of  Warwick  Is  an  exempt  charity 
dedicated  to  exceUgnce  in  teartiing  aoa  research 


% 


dedicated  to  esceeUenoe  in  teaching  i 

and  is  an  Equal  Opportunities  Employer 


Principal  and 
Vice  Patron 


Due  to  the  retiral  of  Professor  Donald  Leach  on  31 
December  1996.  die  Governing  Bod;  of  Queen  Margaret 
College  seek  to  appoint  a  suitably  qualified  successor. 

The  College  has  some  3JQQQ  students,  a  turnover  in 
excess  of  £15m  and  operates  from  two  campuses,  one  in 
Corstncphine  and  one  opened  in  1994,  in  Leith. 

A^lk^musthaveareairiofacadOTkadiieranent 
as  well  as  sound  managerial  and  financial  skills.  They  must 
also  be  able  to  display  vision  and  strategic  leadership  qualities 
and  will  probably  have  seraw  management  experience  in  a 
higher  education  institution. 

Individuals  who  wish  to  apply  or  who  wish  to  suggest 
the  names  of  suitable  candidates  are  invited  to  write  to: 

Mrs  Margaret  Hall  CBE 
Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Governors 
c/o  Vice  Principal 

Queen  Margaret  College,  Oerwood  Terrace 
Edinburgh,  EH12  8TS. 

Informal  Enquiries  ritouU  be  made  to  Scott  Allan,  Vice 
Principal  {td  0131 317  3204)  from  whom  further  particulars 
are  available.  Closing  date  for  applications  is  26  January  1396. 


Qwot  Margaret  College, 
Edinburgh,  is  a  umversky. 
sauor  mtHutmwdh 


care  and  associated 


sciences.  Queen  Margaret 
engages  in  Higher 
Education  and  Research 


vocations  concerned  with 


"service  to  people w. 


Queen  Margaret  College 


EDINBURGH  established  1 875 


i 


SJEE3 


WATSON  GORDON 
CHAIR  o/HNE  ART 

The  University  Court  invites  applications  from 
candidates  m  any  field  of  art  history  for  the  Watson 
Gordon  Chair  of  Fine  Art  in  the  Department  of  fine  Art.. 
This  Chair  is  now  advertised  as  a  result  of  Professor  Eric 
Fence's  appointment  os  Director  of  the  Courtauld 
Institute  of  Art.  The  Chair  will  be  tenable  from 
1  October  1996  or  as  soon  as  possible  thereafter. 


ixmTPEKDENT  EDUCATION 


Salary  will  be  within  the  professorial  range. 
■  -  Please  quote  RHF-.T1  5905^2 

Further  panfcuhus  of  the  post  may  be  obtained  from 

THE  SECREXARYTOTHE  UNIVERSITY, 
THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  EDINBURGH, 
1  ROXBURGH  STREET,  EDINBURGH,  EH8  9TB, 
TEL:  0131  650  2511  (24-  hour  answering  service), 

with  whom  applications  (12  copses),  including 
curriculum  vitae  and  the  names  of  three  referees,  should 
be  lodged.  Overseas  candidates  need  submit  only  one 
copy  of  the  application  which  may  be  submitted  by  Rue 
(+44  1 31  6S0  6509).  Applicants  arc  asked  to  ensure 
that  confidential  reports  are  received  from  their  referees 

by  the  same  date. 
Closing  date:  26  January  1 996. 


charterhouse 


1996 


FOUNDA-nON.^T^KQUOt 


SCHOLARSHIPS 


(For  entry  al  13  and  into  the  Snth  ^ffm)  j 
Apply  now  for  details  tor  _ 


Admissions  Registrar,  . 
Charterhouse.  Godafanftifr  GU7  2DX 


Tet  01483  291501,  Fax:  01483  29^; 


Charterhouse  is  a  registered  charity  . 
for  the  purpose  of  providing  education. 

Registered  Charity  number  3 1 2054  . 


The  Funding  Agency  for  Schools  has  been  In  business  since 
1994.  It  has  responsibility  for  funding  and  planning  almost  1 100 
grant-maintained  schools.  These  are  the  schools  which  have 
opted  out  of  their  local  education  authorities  (LEAs). 


ASSISTANT  DIRECTOR  OF  PLANNING 


£25  -  £38k 


DEGREE  AHEAD 


EDUCATION 


The  Agency's  Planning  Directorate,  usually  in  partnership- with  the 
LEA.  has  responsibility  for  the  planning  of  school  places  In  almost 
50  of  the  1 09  local  authority  areas  in  England.  This  means  working 
with  LEAs  and  schools,  to  ensure  a  sufficient  supply  of  school 
places  and  to  help  GM  schools  develop  to  meet  the  needs  of  their 
local  communities. 


POSTS 


Vice  Chancellor 


T  he  Unhrerstfy  of  Buckingham  is  the  UK’s  only  Independent 


Chartered  Unh/aratty.  Founded  In  1976,  the  University 
aims  to  provide  a  flist  class  education  in  an  environment 
which  inspires  and  encourages  the  incflvidual  student,  to 
promote  the  advancement  of  learning  and  knowledge  end, 
through  Independence,  to  respond  rapidly  and  judiciously 
to  new  educational  opportunities  and  demands. 


We  are  seeking  a  suitably  qualified  successor  to  replace 
Sir  Richard  Luce  DL,  MA.  who  Is  due  to  retire  as  Vice 
Chancellor  in  March  1997. 


Further  deta  3s  about  the  post  are  avaiiabie  from  Mr  J  Elder, 
The  Director  of  Administration  &  Resources,  The 
University  of  Buefcfngfunii  Buckingham  MK18  1EG. 
Tel:  (01280)  820280.  Fax  No.  (01280)  820223. 
The  dosing  date  for  applications  Is  31  January  1966. 


THE  SUNDAY  TIMES  . 
THE^HfefflTMES 

MBA  Courses  Feature 
The  Sunday  Times  -  28th  January  1996 


MBA  Courses  Supplement 
The  Times  -  Monday  29th  January  1996 


The  Times  and  The  Sunday  Tima  irifl  publish  an  jofct  MBA  Courses 
feature  on  Snaday  288»  Janaaiy  nffli  i  16  page  tabloid  MBA 
Supplement  a  Monday  29ft  January  1996. 


These  features  offer  a  wol  wfabBsfaed  and  tmgbty  sasenssfari 
advertising  onvhnaioiit  together  wflh  rarivaBed  readerabfp  In  wfdcfato 
advertise  your  management  programmes.-. 


For  tether  information  abort  these  featees 
pleae  contact  Stem  Mafflnseu  ok 

Tet  0171  782  7315,  Fac  8171  782  7899 


Although  York- based,  the  seven  planning  teams,  all  headed  by 
Assistant  Directors,  spend  much  of  their  time  In  their  respective 
areas. 


We  are  seeking  to  recruit  a  new  Assistant  Director  of  Planning. 
He/she  wifi  have  responsibility  for  a  team  of  five  planners  and  wifi 
report  to  the  Director  of  Planning 

The  successful  candidate  will  have  significant  experience  of 
education  organisation  and  planning,  probably  In  relation  to 
schools,  and  typically  gained  in  a  local  education  authority.  He  or 
she  win  be  able  to  grasp  -  and  work  within  -  a  complex  legislative 
framework;  to  produce  well- argued  analyses;  to  establish 
productive  working  relationships  with  GM  schools  and  LEAs.  and 
to  present  well  to  varying  audiences.  The  work  will  involve 
extensive  travel  and  overnight  stays. 

for  an  Informal  discussion  please  ring  Jackie  Farad!  on  (01904) 
66(405.  Application  form  and  further  details  available  from 
Laura  Murray  (Personnel  and  Services  Directorate)  on  01904 
66(665  (24  hoar  answer  phone).  Closing  date:  3  January  1996. 
Interviews  wffl  be  held  within  two  weeks  of  that  date. 


BISHOP’S 

STORTFOKD 

COLLEGE 


HMC/IAFS  Co-cdncrtional 
Boanfiag  and  Day  School  (W®, 


BURSAR 


The  Governing  Council  invite  appticawms  Jhrthie 
post  of  Bursar  and  Go*  to  the  Governor's  to 
succeed  Mr  D  J  KeJway,  who  retires  in  Aughst  1996. 


For  farther  details  and  appHcation  fix m,  please 
contact 


The  Headmaster’s  Secretary, 
Bishop’s  Stanford  College, 
10  Maze  Green  Road,- 
Bishop's  Stanford, 
Herts  CM23  2QZ. 

CTefc  01279  758575). 


Closing  date  for  applications:  18  December  1995. 
Bishop's  Stortfoni  College  provides  education  for 


children  and  is  a  Registered  Charity  (No  311057) 


COURSES 


HimoN  university 

ft.  LUiVULT  USA  IN  LONDON 


fas 


Funding  Agency 
for  Schools 


The  Rmdkig  Agency  lor  Schaah 
hen  equal appatirMes  employer 


JANUARY  STARTS 


ACCREDITED  US  DEGREE  COURSES 
COMMENCE  JANUARY  1 996 

Coil /Pax  now for  Brochure  O  Campus  Tour 

■  MBA.-  FuD/parMhne,  rod  'tot  trade'  Executive 

(weekend)  programmes 

■  ELS-  Business  (areas  of  cpocentralton  indpde 

International  Business)  and  Computer 
Information  Systems 

'■BA-  Art,  Humanities,  International  Relations 

■  Diploma  &  Certificate  in  Management  Studies 

(full/ptn-ttoe) 

■  Chartered  Institute  of  Banking/Martetiflg 

Adufestoiu  Office,  SB  Princes  Gate.  London  SW7  2P6. 

TBL-  8171-581  4899/8171-584  9*9t  ¥Uh  8171-589  94 96 


BUCKINGHAM 


EASTER  REVISION 


Wellington  College 


EASTER  REVISION 

r996 


*Af  Level  Courses 

30th  March  -  4th  April 
8th  April  -  13  th  April 

GCSE  Courses 

9th  April  -  13th  April 
Residential  or  non-residential 


Fee  a  brochure  and  Jtutkn  details  tmaacc 
The  Secretary,  Easts-  Revfsiou  Couraes, 
Wellington  College,  Crnwtborne,  Berkshire,  RG+5  7PU 

Telephone:  01344.  -  771 147  (24  hours) 


fPUhtgteu  College  is  a  end  Charity, 
offering  edaaahm  to  pupils  aged  IJ-t# 


It's  Not  Too  Hate  for 

JANUARY  1996 


BAmeasc*uv**muooo*tii*t 

taadlarfMnmuaJbiM'itov 

tmaushlftiaoartajatflda 

owefoopamnUamoytuaneOSS 


■ - »-  • 

AUIUMJ9  908)01 

efUbcnIArto 


caOHehai  Woolsack  au  0/714*7  7452. 

fine  9171 487  7425 

or  write  Us  HS.  ASLA  KtfrsaS 
UegaTs  Part,  Uadoa  NWI  4t*S 


the  American  Alternative! 


z*- 


£ZZ 


It's  Not  Too  Late! 

for  January  *96 


Fed  op  tfier  year  But  tra? 
foramg  afloat  your  year  out? 


|  EywftodjreMfc— dl 

take  np  the  dtaDeugecf 
our  badness  degrees 


L'lndnn 


asil  Berries  Posterity  at 
.  01714877507 
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The  University  of  Bergen 
Department  of  English 

CHAIR  OF  BRITISH  LITERATURE 


The  University  of  Bergen,  Norway,  invites  applications  for  a  chair 
in  British  Literature  at  the  Department  of  English. 


Details  of  the  subject  area  and  responsibilities  involved,  and 
instructions  for  submission  of  application  and  samples  of  scholarly 
work  may  be  obtained  on  request  from  the  Secretariat,  The  Faculty 
of  Arts,  University  of  Bergen,  N-502Q  Bergen,  Norway 


Contact  person  at  the  Department  of  English  is  Mr  Henning 
Milsnes,  Chief  Executive  Officer,  telephone  4-47  55  58  20  60- 
Address  :  peqrt  of  fotfish,  Sydnespl  7.  N-5007  Bergen.  Norway. 

Application  deadline:  January  20  1996 


The  University  of  Bergen 
Faculty  of  Social  Sciences 


CHAIR 


Applications  are  invited  for  a  vacant  chair  in  Administration  and 
Organisational  Sciences  at  the  University  of  Bergen.  Salary  scale  is 
level  51  (NOK  313.231  per  annum).  Further  information  is 
obtainable  from  senior  consultant  Arne  Salbu,  department  of 
Administration  and  organisational  science,  tet  +47  55  21  28  30, 
fax  +47  55  32  12  89.  Letter  of  application  should  be  sent  by 
January  20  1996,  to  The  University  of  Bergen,  Faculty  of  Social 
Sciences,  N-5020  Bergen,  Norway. 


More  information,  the  guidelines  and  a  description  of  the  position 
may  be  obtained  from  the  above  address,  phone  +47  55  58  90  56,  or 
by  fax  +47  55  58  90  52. 


COURSES 


EASTER  COURSES 
AT 

HERTFORD  60LLE6E 
OXFORD 

A  LEVEL  &  GCSE 

For  a  prospectus  call; 
01865  242670/246119 

Oranran  Tatars  ■ 
6reyHare 
Oxford,  0X1  1LD 
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CScsisg  due 
31n  December  1995. 


GRANTS  FOR 
VENETIAN  RESEARCH 


The  trustees  of  die  Gladys  Kriefatc  Defanai  Boundilion  of 
New  Yack  announce  that  up  to  £12,000  will  be  made 
rabble  in  1996/7  to  Rchofara  of  Gum  Britain  md  the 
Commonwealth  for  RESEARCH  IN  VENICE.  The  weas 
of  interest  envisaged  concern  both  the  past  {history,  art 
luehiteame,  route,  law,  Ktascc,  HtRr«»nn%  hump)  and 
the  proedt  (potitici,  cdibne,  coucrnokm,  cavtnmnem) 
of^ Venice  and  die  temtories  emee  cablet  to  iL  Rirfher 
partkotars  may  be  Obudud  firon  ihe  Secretary  to  die 
Foaa<Bta<»^Advi»ryComiTnttfy,  Prafe»orl^  . 
MaQcU.  Pcpartmort  afHbtory,  Uarvasity  qf  Varwkfc, 
Corourj, CV4TAL,io whom ewnsult  " 

sboaM  be  sent  by  26th  January  I! 
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ST  JAMES'S 


NEXT  START  DATE 

3  January  1996 

ai.b.  {9Month 
Secreianal  Courses 
■  Options  lit  PR, 

Journal  rsm  and 
Commercial  Lan^jages 
■Careers  Advisory  and 
Placement  Service 
■25%  Tax  Relief  Available 

4  MM,  GarifVk  links  9B  UN 

Tel:  0171  373  3652 
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COURSES 


Queen’s  Business  & 

Secretarial  Training 


LONDON  *  CAMBRIDGE 


AIL-HYSBYSEB 

ADRAN  ADDYSG 

SWYDDOG  ADDYSG  - 
YSGOLION 

£25,020-  £26^92 

(Cyuuirtr  greddfit  cyflog  awch  0  daa  rfaai 
amgykhtodmu  arbemrig) 

Yn  gyfrifbl  Tr  Cyforwyddwr  am  gyflawni 
cyfrifbkfebau  statndol  yr  Awdnnlod  o  safowynt 
ce&ogi  ysgolion  a  monitro  safon. 

Disgwylir  i  ddeBydd  y  swydd  fbd  yn  berson 
graddedig  phrofiad  dysgu  ynghyd  a  phrofiad 

o  weiuyddifleth  a  rhedaeth  yn  y  sector  addysft. 
Mae’r  gaBu  i  gyfothrcbo’n  efieithiol  yn  y 
Gymraeg  a'r  Saesoeg  yn  hanfodoL 
Syfwer  fbd  codiadau  cyflog  tu  mewn  i  reddfa  y 
swydd  yn  ddibyxmol  ar  berfbnniad. 


RE  ADVERTISEMENT 

DIRECTORATE  OF  EDUCATION 


EDUCATION  OFFICER  - 
SCHOOLS 


Bydd  dedydd  y  swydd  nebod  yn  cart  d  dynodTn 
ddefityddnvr  car  ac  yn  dertryn  y  Iwfens  priodoL 


£25,620  -  £26,882 

(A  higher  salary  scale  may  be  Offered  ander 
Special  drcmnstancea) 

Responsible  to  the  Director  for  the  dischaige  of 
the  Authority’s  statutory  responsibilities  in 
relation  to  supporting  schools  and  monitoring 
quality. 

The  postholder  must  possess  a  degree,  teaching 
experience  and  administration  and  management 
experience  within  the  education  sector.  The 
ability  to  communicate  effectively  in  Welsh  and 
Ftigtidi  is  w^aitial 

Please  note  that  incremental  awards  within  the 
scale  are  performance  related  for  the  above  post. 
The  holder  of  the  above  post  will  be  a  designated 
car  user  and  will  receive  tire  appropriate 
allowance. 


1995 


DYDDIAD  CAU: 

Canal  dydd,  Dydd  Marcher,  20  Rfcagfyr, 

GaUwch  rigrtwn  ffiwflan  garo  a 

gwybodaeth  drwy  gysyfltn  a’r  Adran 
Gwasanaetlum  Rheob,  CyngorBwrdeistrer  xnys 
Mon,  ar  (01248)  7^057  cstymad  504. 

Dylid  dychwelyd  fiurflenni  cats  at  I  wan  Rees, 
Cy&rwyddfeyridwr  Cyngpr  Bwrdeistref  Ynys 
Mon,  Liangefiu,  Ynys  Mon. 

Mae’r  ddau  Awdurdod  presenttal  wedi  eu 
ymrwymo  i  gyfle  cyfartal  oddi  fewn  gyraiih 


CLOSING  DATE: 

Noni,  Wednesday,  20th  December,  1995 
Yon  can  obtain  an  application  from  and 
information  parte  by  contacting  the  Personnel/ 
Management  Services  Department,  Isle  of 
Anglesey  Borough  Council  on  (01248)  750057 
extension  504. 

Application  forms  should  be  returned  to  Iwan 
Rees,  Director  of  Central  Services,  Anglesey 
Cp onty  Council,  c/o  Isle  of  Anglesey  Borough 
Cornual  Offices,  Llangefni,  of  Anglesey. 

Both  the  existing  authorities  are  committed  to 
the  equality  qf  opportunity  within  Employment. 


COURSES 


I  will  be 


a  writer. 


Pull  time,  evening  and  home  study  for 
all  Creative  Writing  and  JoumaHsm. 
If  you’ve  got  the  w%  vreVe  got  the  way. 
THE  LONDON  SCHOOL  OF  JOURNALISM 
NRT,  22  Upbrook  Mews,  London  W2  3HG 
TeL-  0171  706  3790  Fac  0171  706  3780 


JANUARY  START 


Intensive  3  &  6  month  Certificate  and  Diploma 
courses  commence  January  1996.  Residential  accora- 
modadion  and  exclusive  Job  Placement  Service  available. 


A  LEVELS  &  GCSE 

Internetting  now  for  1996  entry 


Top  Business 

Career  Skills 


London: 


Queen's  Business  &  Secretarial  College 
24  Quccnsbcrry  Place,  London  SW72DS 
Telephone:  0171  589SS83 
Cambridge:  Queen's  Marlborough  College 

Bateman  Strccr,  Cambridge  CB2  1LU 
Telephone;  01223  367016 


COLLINGHAM 


CHRISTMAS  A  EASTER  REVISION 

TEL:  0171-244  7414 

23  ColKngham  Gardens 


London  SW5  0HL 


•  J,  i  w  9  nMd&BHrie* 

•, Cmapmer  trtinhx 

•  DTP.  Sprta&hras  4  CD-ROM 
1*  tf-trlhufflnflWt  i«|rf  |i  1 

•  Practice  mteaptrieDCe 
Praftato^pcttr  ptoring 


Prupnnw  (01865)  240963- 
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EASTER  COURSES 
AT 

HfflTFORO  C0UEGE 
OXFORD 

A  LEVEL  8  GCSE 

For  a  prospectus  call'. 
01865  242670/246119 
ChuwB  Triors 
GrayMm 
Oxford.  0X1  1LD 


LLB  or  Dip  Law 

Full-Time,  Part-Time,  Home-Study 


UNIVERSITY 
’OF LONDON 


'Choice  and  ftexfbUHy 
•  Wdue  for  money 


•  Realistic  entry  for 

students 


ftttexifulHlme 
course:  January  1996 

•  Ihinsfore  tram  other 
unfvereitlw  accepted 
with  advanced  standing. 

•  Degree  level  entry 
reduces  course  length 

•  Diploma  scheme 
enables  you  to  take  one  j 
subject  at  a  time 


AoocUHdcOamt 

nuopwaUBysw 

LattSocMydnda»Bw 


For  further  information  contact  the  Registrar 

Holbom  College 

DefM  T,  2X)  Greyhound  Road,  London  W14  9RY 
■fetephqne 0171  38S 3377  Fax017l  381 3377 
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__ _ _ EDUCATION 

— ^LJggfjg-gg^  thoughts  on  dassroom  danger  —  and  a  view  of  the  brave  man  who  died  for  his  pupils 


The  American  nightmare:  in  the  United  States,  security  men  on  campus  are  now  commonplace  —  but  British  schools  must  beware  of  turning  themselves  into  prisons,  says  John  Dunford 

Schools  on  the  front  line 

W^"rSy?-fta,  The  problems  of  violence  and  crime  inside  the  school  gates  are 
cn^v  sctaiTav-  only  a  symptom, of  the  wider  ills  of  society,  says  John  Dunford 


Why  is  it,”  asked  a  head 
teacher  recently,  “that 
whenever  a  dog  comes 
on  to  my  school  play¬ 
ing  field,  it  is  always  a  rottweiler?" 
This  was  said  by  the  head  of  a 
successful  600-pupil  comprehensive 
school  in  a  very  deprived  urban  area 
of  Teesside,  speaking  in  a  debate  at 
the  summer  council  meeting  of  the 
Secondary  Heads  Association,  of 
which  Philip  Lawrence  was  a  distin¬ 
guished  member  until  his  death  last 
week  outside  his  school  in  Maida 
Vale1. 

We  all  have  dogs  on  our  playing 
fields  and  we  all  have  sodai  prob¬ 
lems.  to  a  greater  or  lesser  extent,  in 
our  schools.  But  the  point  which  the 
head  was  making  was  that  there  are 
schools  in  which  all  the  problems  are 
hugely  magnified  by  the  social  and 
physical  situation. 

In  the  past  two  years,  the  Second¬ 
ary  Heads  Association  has  become 
increasingly  aware  of  the  size  of  the 
problems  faring  schools  in  the  most 
difficult  areas  of  the  country,  not  only 
in  large  rides  such  as  London  and 


Manchester,  but  in  smaller  towns 
and  dries  such  as  Middlesbrough. 
Grimsby.  Derby  and  Reading.  They 
are  in  the  outer  estates  of  these  towns, 
as  well  as  in  inner  dries.  In  these 
schools,  rottweilers  are  not  the  only 
intruders  id  worry  head  teachers  and 
their  staff  —  motorbikes,  joyriders  in 
stolen  cars,  angry  parents  and,  worst 
of  all,  drug  dealers  have  ail  been 
reported  on  school  sites  many  times. 
Baseball  bats  and  knives  are  fre¬ 
quently  carried  by  the  intruders. 

In  these  circumstances,  head  teach¬ 
ers  and  their  colleagues  are  called 
upon  to  show  physical  courage  in 
dealing  with  many  of  the  situations 
which  arise.  Few  interview  panels 
indude  this  in  their  criteria  for 
appointments  to  headship,  yet  that  is 
the  quality  which  Mr  Lawrence 
showed  last  week. 

In  the  past,  people  have  taken  for 
granted  that  teachers  will  break  up 


fights  and  rescue  pupils  in  distress  — 
perhaps  the  dangers  will  now  be 
more  readily  recognised. 

These  problems  are  not  created  by 
the  schools.  Indeed,  schools  are 
almost  always  relative  havens  of 
calm  in  the  lives  of  young  people. 
This  is  particularly  so  when  the 
pupils  live  in  deprived  urban  areas, 
where  schools  have  replaced  the 
police  and  social  services  as  the  first 
pore  of  call  for  families  with  major 
problems.  Schools  work  closely  with 
these  agencies,  but  the  speed  of 
response  of  the  police  and  social 
services  is  limited  by  the  other  calls 
on  their  time.  If  Mr  Lawrence  had 
dialled  999  instead  of  dealing  with 
the  situation  himself,  the  attack  on 
the  15-year-old  pupil  outside  St 
George's  School  would  certainly  have 
ended  by  the  time  the  police  arrived. 

We  have  to  distinguish  between 
situations  which  occur  on  school 


premises  and  those  which  happen 
outside.  The  shooting  of  a  girl  pupil 
at  Hall  Garth  School.  Middles¬ 
brough,  in  1994  highlighted  the 
vulnerability  of  school  premises,  with 
their  multiple  entrances  and  lack  of 
security.  After  this  tragedy,  many 
schools  —  including  St  George's  — 
introduced  extra  security  measures, 
including  visitor  passes,  exterior 
fencing  and  cameras.  With  a  thor¬ 
ough  security  audit  and  adequate 
resources,  schools  can  combat  almost 
ail  intruders,  although  no  school 
wants  to  resemble  a  prison. 

The  killing  of  Mr  Lawrence  was 
not  a  matter  of  school  security,  but  a 
symptom  of  a  much  wider  problem, 
in  which  violence  has  encouraged 
violence,  and  where  young  people  feel 
the  need  to  carry  weapons  in  order  to 
demonstrate  their  masculinity  or 
because  they  want  to  protect  them¬ 
selves  from  others  whom  they  know 


to  be  carrying  them.  If  such  weapons 
are  brought  into  school,  the  situation 
is  dealt  with  according  to  the  rules 
and  sanctions  of  the  school.  Incidents 
which  happen  outside  school,  how¬ 
ever.  are  more  difficult  because 
schools  cannot  be  divorced  from  the 
problems  which  are  endemic  in  their 
Ideal  communities  and  which,  all  too 
often,  spill  over  into  the  school  and  its 
immediate  neighbourhood. 

We  must  hope  that  Mr  Lawrence's 
death  draws  the  public's  attention  to 
the  problems  highlighted  by  the  head 
teachers  of  schools  in  deprived  com¬ 
munities.  Then  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
problems  are  not  confined  to  the 
schools,  but  are  symptomatic  of  the 
worst  situations  which  are  develop¬ 
ing  in  our  society. 

They  are  not  someone  rise's  prob¬ 
lems,  but  will  affect  all  of  us  if  they 
remain  unsolved.  Solutions  will  be 
effective  only  if  they  take  this  into 
account. 

0  The  author  is  president  of  the  Second¬ 
ary  Heads  Association  and  head  of 
Durham  Johnston  Comprehensive 
School.  Durham  City. 


‘One  of  the  most  gifted  teachers  of  his  time’ 


Philip  Lawrence:  iconoclastic 


t  is  two  and  a  half  months 
since  students  at  Rouen 
University  began  three 
cs  of  strikes,  demos  and 
is.  finally  forcing  Francois 
xhj,  the  Education  Minis- 
to  give  them  an  extra  Fr9 
on  and  200  teachers  — 
ly  ail  that  they  were 


Philip  Lawrence,  the  murdered 
London  headmaster,  will  be 
badly  missed  in  the  state  sector. 
However,  no  less  forgotten  will  be  his 
earlier  outstanding  teaching  in  the 
private  sector. 

In  the  early  1970s,  I  was  lucky 
enough  to  have  Mr  Lawrence  as  my 
English  teacher  at  St  Benedict's, 
Ealing,  an  independent  boys  school. 
In  his  mid-twenties  at  the  time,  he 
was  surely  one  of  the  most  gifted 
teachers  of  his  generation.  He  was  an 
iconoclast  who  made  traditional 
teaching  methods  look  outmoded. 

There  was  a  quality  of  the  artist 
about  the  man.  His  gait  was  spright¬ 
ly,  his  smile  quick.  He  dressed 
flamboyantly  and  had  angular  hand¬ 
writing  which  spiralled  into  what 
graphologists  call  the  spiritual  zone. 

In  our  dass.  Mr  Lawrence  intro¬ 
duced  literature  to  14-year-old  boys  as 
if  he  had  just  discovered  it  He  read 
dramatically  from  D.H.  Lawrence 
and  Dylan  Thomas,  slipping  into  a 
high-pitched  voice  to  represent  fe¬ 
male  characters.  He  paced' the  room 
and  made  faces  to  play  every  part 
By  focusing  repeatedly  on  the  same 


Alexander  Davidson  recalls  inspirational 
English  lessons  given  by  Philip  Lawrence 


extracts  of  literature  and  exploring 
their  meaning  passionately  with  his 
pupils,  Mr  Lawrence  cultivated  in  us 
an  exacting  literary  palette.  He  rel¬ 
ated  literature  to  our  limited  exper¬ 
ience  and  so  made  it  meaningful. 

But  teaching  creative  writing  was 
Mr  Lawrence's  forte.  He  strove  to 
cultivate  excellence  as  well  as  self- 
expression.  The  standards  were  al¬ 
ways  the  great  writers  but  he  offered 
further  stimuli.  In  one  poignant 
lesson,  he  read  out  a  story  in  which 
flowers  featured  as  a  metaphor  for 
love  in  its  complexity.  He  then  waved 
in  the  air  a  few  fresh  daffodils  he  had 
brought  in.  Suddenly  he  grimaced 
and  crushed  the  flowers  in  his  hand. 
He  laughed  and  said:  “Write  about 
what  that  puts  into  your  head.” 

Cliches  were  not  tolerated.  In  one 
lesson,  he  asked  pupils  for  examples 
of  similes  and  wrote  them  on  the 
board.  He  then  crossed  through  the 
lot  in  a  flash.  “Let's  start  again  and 


make  the  similes  original."  he  an¬ 
nounced.  He  also  had  a  great 
teacher's  knack  of  focusing  on  a  tiny 
matter  until  it  was  thoroughly  under¬ 
stood.  He  once  spent  a  whole  lesson 
explaining  what  irony  meant  and 
how  it  differed  from  sarcasm. 

In  another  innovation  he  once 
combined  our  English  group  with 
another  for  a  “mixed  ability”  dass.  It 
was  run  by  Mr  Lawrence  and  his 
future  wife  Frances. 

So  focused  was  his  engagement 
with  his  pupils  that  he  had  no 
problem  with  troublemakers. 
Arguments  were  usually  part  of  the 
educational  experience.  His  lessons 
were,  like  life,  unpredictable.  This 
brought  out  reactions  in  his  pupils 
which  startled  even  themselves. 

As  an  experimental  teacher,  he 
attracted  his  share  of  criticism.  For 
instance,  some  parents  were  disap¬ 
pointed  that  he  did  not  make  pupils 


Spectre  of  ’68  haunts  France 


ice  then  universities  all 
France  have  followed 
each  negotiating  sepa- 
f  for  more  money  and 
teachers.  During  the 
three  weeks  the  umversi- 
demands  have  become 
ihadowed  by  the  national 
st  over  health  and  wel- 
reform  and,  for  the  first 
since  1968.  striking  stu- 
:  and  public  service  work- 
re  together  in  the  streets, 
i  nightmare  scenario  for 
'avernment- 
far.  students  have  re¬ 
td  Bayrou’s,  hurriedly 
iced  emergency  plan  of- 
»  an  extra  Fr369  million 
1,000  extra  teaching  and 
eaching  staff,  which  they 
;  grossly  inadequate. 
ire  are  red  problems  in 
h  universitites  and  M 
>u  is  in  a  tight  comer, 
ig  his  May  election  cam- 
1,  President  Chirac  rashly 
ised  students  more  gen¬ 


erous  grants.  M  Bayrou 
soon  disappointed  them  — 
fcw  postponing  any  deci¬ 
sion  until  next  June.  _ 

Christian  Forestier. 
the  Director  of  Higher 

Education,  acknowl¬ 
edges  that  in  the  present 
climate  of  cuts  in  public 
spending  this  can  only 
mean  a  redistribution 
of  the  budget  now  avail¬ 
able  for  student  sup¬ 
port.  The  present 
system,  with  its  empha¬ 
sis  on  tax  allowances  to 
parents  and  too  few 
direct  grants,  benefits 
better-off  families  rath¬ 
er  than  poor  students 
themselves. 

M  Chirac  also  prom¬ 
ised  to  improve  student 
conditions.  “Wider,  ac-  1 
cess  to  a  university  edu¬ 
cation,"  he  acknowledged, 
“has  been  accompanied  ly 
profound  inequalities  for  stu¬ 
dents  both  in  their  conditions 
of  study  and  their  chances  of 
success.” 

Forty  per-  cent  of  French 
school-leavers  now  go  into 


Mary  Follain  reports  from  Paris  on  the 
growing  militancy  of  university  students 


Masks  of  protest  workers  like  these  are  being  supported  by  students 


higher  education.  Intake 
began  soaring  as  for  bade  as 
198)  and  over  the  past  five 
years  each  university  has  had 
to  absorb  an  average  50  per 
cent  increase. 

The  French  Government 
has  no  intention  of  limiting 


student  numbers,  even  though 
resources  have  not  kept  pace 
over  the  years  and  teaching 
posts  have  been  cut  back. 
France  spends  only  £4.000  per 
student  compared  with  the 
UK’s  £10.000. 

Lionel  Jospin,  the  former 


Education  Minister. 

_  launched  a  five-year 

,  building  programme  in 

l _  1990  but  as  was  known 

from  the  start  it  has 
only  staved  off  a  crisis. 
Half-a-dozen  splendid 
new  universities  have 
been  built  and  many 
others  partly  refur¬ 
bished.  but  in  October  a 
report  showed  that  one 
in  every  ten  of  the  old 
ones  is  unsafe. 

Conditions  are  worst 
in  the  first  two  years  of 
a  degree  course,  when 
40  per  cent  of  students 
drop  out  Outlining  his 
Government’s  policy 
last  summer.  Alain 
Juppe,  the  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter,  said  they  were  “in  a 
s  state  of  suffocation”  and 

compared  them  to  a 
shipwreck  in  which  only  the 
best  swimmers  survive. 

Much  of  the  students’  mis¬ 
ery  stems  from  their  refusal  to 
accept  selection.  In  1986,  when 
M  Chirac  was  Prime  Minister. 
Alrnn  Devaquer,  his  Higher 
Education  Minister,  tried  to 


read  Shakespeare  in  great  chunks  or 
learn  poems  by  heart  But  not 
everybody  understood  that  he  was 
doing  something  more  valuable.  He 
taught  his  pupils  not  just  a  love  of 
literature,  but  also  how  to  read  it 
critically  and  how  to  think. 

Doubtless  his  talents  cried  our  for 
wider  expression,  and  it  is  a  truism 
that  teachers  of  his  quality  are  needed 
in  the  state  sector  where  he  eventual¬ 
ly  made  his  career.  But  great  teachers 
are  no  less  valuable  in  private 
schools.  The  better  independent 
schools  like  Ampleforth  College 
where  he  was  educated,  or  St 
Benedict’s  where  he  taught,  employ 
many  good  teachers. 

Such  teachers  can  afford  to  be 
more  intellectual  and  self-indulgent 
than  most  of  their  state  school 
counterparts.  They  can  concentrate 
on  educating  and  are  unhampered 
by,  for  instance,  violence. 

If  state  education  is  to  keep  or 
attract  teachers  of  Philip  Lawrence's 
calibre,  it  must  provide  a  good,  safe 
working  environment.  In  the  after- 
math  of  his  murder,  it  now  has 
farther  to  go  than  ever. 


introduce  it  He  also  wanted  to 
give  tiie  too-tightly  controlled 
universities  a  little  of  the 
autonomy  they  desperately 
need.  But  students,  fearing 
this  would  only  worsen  exist¬ 
ing  inequalities,  brought 
down  the  Government. 

The  students  appear  to  be 
their  own  worst  enemies.  They 
rush  to  demonstrate  at  even  a 
hint  of  change,  often  blocking 
vital  reform.  M  Bayrou’s 
present  caution  is  based  on 
bitter  experience.  Only  last 
January,  the  mere  publication 
of  a  report  calling  for  the 
creation  of  regional  colleges  to 
be  closely  linked  to  industry 
and  local  authorities  added 
feel  to  student  demonstra¬ 
tions.  M  Bayrou  hurriedly 
disowned  iL 

But  M  Chirac  said  in  May 
that  the  first'  two  years  of 
degree  courses  must  co-oper¬ 
ate  with  industry  and  local 
authorities. 

Students  are  surely  not 
wrong  to  put  the  emphasis 
squarely  on  resources  and 
teaching  posts.  It  is  hard  to  see 
how  their  conditions  of  study 
can  improve  as  long  as  the' 
French  continue  w  run  their 
universities  on  what  is,  in 
comparison  with  the  UK,  a 
shoestring. 


Why  do  socks 
always  end 
up  alone? 

Jessica  Gorst-Williams  on  the 


problem  of  lost  property 


End  of  term  looms, 
and  the  main  thing 
on  many  parents' 
minds  is  not  their  child's 
report,  but  that  missing 
sock  or  the  bottom  half  of  a 
tracksuit  that  he  has  been 
doing  without  for  weeks. 

Lost  property  is  a  peren¬ 
nial  bugbear  for  schools. 
For  parents,  kitting  out 
children  is  expensive  and 
time-consuming  enough 
without  finding  that  the 
blazers,  gumshields.  foot¬ 
ball  boots  and  flutes  a  pupil 
was  seen  off  with  on  the  first 
bright  morning  of  the  aca¬ 
demic  year  are  now  dally¬ 
ing  in  a  smelly  heap  in  an 
out-of-the-way  comer  of 
school. 

The  problem  is  biggest  in 
large  day  schools  where  the 
comings  and  go- 
ings  make  it  dif- 
ficult  to  be  sure  ‘EV0 
whether  some¬ 
thing  has  been  nr\rr\p 

lost  or  stolen.  WUK 

It  is  least  wor-  £.,11 
rying  in  board-  1U11 
ing  schools,  fUpn 
which  often  act 
on  the  premise 
that  belongings  SITU 
are  not  missing. 
they  are  just  cir¬ 
culating.  Mark  Pyper.  the 
Headmaster  of  Gordon- 
stoun.  says:  “We  work  on 
the  principle  that  everyone 
comes  with  full  kit  at  the 
beginning  of  term.  Then 
things  tend  to  get  borrowed 
and  shuffled  around.  So 
long  as  each  child  has  the 
right  quota  of  items,  even  if 
they  are  not  the  precise  ones 
they  started  with,  that  is  no 
great  problem.  In  a  board¬ 
ing  school  things  usually 
turn  up." 

At  Benenden,  the  girls' 
boarding  school,  stray 
marked  belongings  go  into 
a  series  of  boxes,  one  for 
each  house,  and  are  then 
repatriated  to  house  rooms 
once  a  day.  Any  anonymous 
item  must  be  collected  by 
the  owner  in  person. 

'  At  Sevenoaks  School,  in 
Kent,  prefects  used  to  super¬ 
vise  a  mountain  of  smelly, 
sometimes  damp  belong¬ 
ings,  trying  to  help  younger 
pupils  to  find  their  erstwhile 
gear.  Parents  put  off  by  “lost 
property’s"  reputation 
would  shrug  off  their  losses 
and  buy  new. 

Then,  at  the  end  of  last 
summer  term,  two  people 
spent  five  days  detailing 
every  named  article  on  a 


‘Everyone 
comes  with 
full  kit  — 
then  it  gets 
shuffled’ 


computer  database  and  de¬ 
positing  them  into  alphabet¬ 
ically  listed  plastic  garden 
bins. 

"Now  the  new  system  is 
just  about  off  the  starting 
blocks,"  says  Stephen 
Stares,  the  School  Marshal. 
“A  dozen  or  so  articles 
arrive  each  morning  and 
are  quickly  processed.  In¬ 
formation  is  sent  around  the 
houses  and  the  property  in 
general  is  collected." 

This  presupposes  clothes 
are  marked.  Unmarked, 
unclaimed  belongings  not 
collected  by  half  term  or  the 
end  of  term  go  to  the 
school's  parents’  association 
shop  if  they  are  on  the 
school  clothing  list  if  not.  in 
common  with  many  other 
schools,  they  go  to  a  local 
— charity  shop. 

Any  parents 
yone  prepared  to 

J  brave  their 

;  with  ch*^d's  enibar_ 

rassment  and 

_  use  their  dows- 

ing  instincts 
i.  around  a  school 

L  gels  are  likely  to  dou- 

ble  the  odds  of 
Lieu  finding  missing 

gear. 

Careful  mark¬ 
ing  of  clothes  with  die 
child's  name  more  than 
quadruples  the  chances  of 
recovery.  People  have  been 
sewing  on  Cash's  name- 
tapes  since  the  1870s.  The 
tapes  have  a  25-year  guar¬ 
antee  and  these  days  are  so 
universal  they  even  come  in 
Chinese,  Japanese  and  Rus¬ 
sian.  Some  thrifty  parents 
with  more  than  one  child 
have  different  initials  on 
either  side  of  the  surname. 

Schools  seldom  accept  li¬ 
ability  for  losses,  and  house¬ 
hold  contents  policies  will 
not  pay  out  for  possessions 
missing  at  school  unless 
they  feature  in  the  all-risks 
section.  Even  then,  says 
Roger  Prideaux.  of  Royal 
Insurance:  "Anyone  who 
keeps  on  claiming  may  well 
find  the  insurer  gets  fed  up 
and  asks  for  a  higher  premi¬ 
um  on  ail  the  belongings  of 
the  household,  or  increases 
the  excess.  You  have  to  ask 
if  this  is  worthwhile  just  for 
the  belongings  of  one  ab¬ 
sent-minded  child." 

Some  schools  have  bulk 
insurance  to  which  parents 
can  contribute.  Otherwise 
Holmwoods,  of  Haywards 
Heath,  Sussex,  offers  indi¬ 
vidual  policies. 


COLLECT  30  TOKENS  FOR 
A  CHANCE  TO  WIN  £20,000 
FOR  AN  80-DAY  HOLIDAY 


Win  a  cruise  to 
the  Caribbean 

The  Times  and  The  Sunday  Times,  are  offering  readers  the 
exclusive  chance  co  win  one  of  80  holidays  for  two.  plus  10  per 
coir  discounts,  to  a  range  of  destinations  throughout  the  world. 

Today’s  prize  is  a  cruise  cm  the  Century  for  two  worth 
£2^98,  starting  from  the  port  of  Everglades,  Florida,  and  call¬ 
ing  at  San  Juan,  where  the  casinos  on  the  Condado  beach  give 
it  the  nickname  Monte  Carlo  of  the  tropics,  the  island  of  St 
Thomas  where  they  have  a  beach  voted  one  of  the  best  ten  in 
the  world,  and  finally  to  Nassau,  returning  from  Miami. 

DEPARTURES:  Jan  5  and  19.  Feb  2  and  16.  Mar  1. 15  and  29. 
Apr  12  and  26.  May  10  and  24.  June  7  and  21,  July  5  and  19, 
Aug  Z  16  and  30.  Sept  13  and  27.  Oct  II  and  25,  Nov  S  and  22 
and  Dec  6, 1996.  The  price  per  person  is  £1.034,  down  from 
£1,149.  with  our  10  per  cent  discount. 

TODAY'S  PRIZE:  To  win  today's  cruise,  simply  answer  the 
question  below  and  phone  our  competition  hotline: 

089!  40  50  34  which  is  open  until  midnight  tonight.  The  win¬ 
ner  will  be  chosen  at  random  from  all  correct  entries  received. 
Normal  Times  Newspapers  competition  rules  apply. 

1.  Where  is  known  as  the  Monte  Carlo  of  the  Tropics? 

Cab  an  charged  at  39p  par  rrSnutechaap  rata  and  49p  a  afl  other  times. 

iTHE^teXIMES! 

I  Around  -  •  j  ALun' u*  ««« ciMewioi.. 

l  j:  -  ttt-  t  j  1  Celebrity  Cruises  offers  readers  io% 

f  tilC  World  \  dtecotnnontcxtey^holklayaidallthe 

I  •  ■  •'  OAT>  "  J  holidays  featured  this  week.  The  price 

{  Wot/  Uays  -I  coverefl!g«s,traneJBf»,7rt^^twtiv 
\  rinnnn  !  9hafB  acc°™mo<te0OA  entertainment 
i  tZUjUUVJ  |  and  nwate.  For  a  brahure,  please  cafi: 

i  TOKEN  68  i  01369  707711 
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House  of  Lords 


Law  Report  December  15 1995 


iiUUlVV  v*  — - : 


Risk  of  harm  must  be  based  on  facts 


la  re  H  (Minors)  (Chfld 
abuse  Threshold  conditions) 
■  Before  Lord  Goff  of  Chievdey, 
Lord  Browne- WfljdnscBi.  Lord 
MusdlL  Lord  Lloyd  of  Berwick 
and  Lord  Nkholls  of  Birkenhead. 
[Speeches  December  14} 

In  order  to  establish  that  a  child 
was  likely  to  suffer  significant 
harm  in  foe  future  within  the 
meaning  of  section  31  of  the 
Children  Act  1989  so  as  to  enable 
the  court  to  make  a  care  or 
supervision  order,  thane  had  to  be 
a  real  possibility  of  risk,  based  on 
actual  fads  rather  than  mere 
suspicions. 

The  House  of  Lards  so  held  in 
dismissing  by  majority  (Lord 
Browne-Wilkinson  and  Lord  Lloyd 
of  Berwick  dissenting)  an  appeal 
brought  by  foe  local  authority 
against  the  dismissal  by  the  Court 
of  Appeal  Q1995J 1  FLR  643)  by  a 
majority  (Lord  Justice  Kennedy 
dissenting)  of  the  local  authority's 
appeal  from  the  decision  of  Judge 
Davidson,  QC,  in  Nottingham 
County  Court  on  November  23. 
1994. 

Mr  James  Munby,  QC,  for  foe 
local  authority;  Mr  Allan  Levy,  QC 
and  Miss  Judith  Qaxion  for  foe 
in  other  and  father;  Miss  Lindsey 
Kushner.  QC,  for  foe  guardian  ad 
titan. 

LORD  NTCHOLLS  said  that  the 
subject  of  foe  appeal  was  the  care 
of  children.  Section  31  of  the  I9S9 
Act  empowered  foe  court  to  make 
an  order  placing  a  child  in  the  care 
of  a  local  authority  or  putting  a 
child  under  foe  supervision  of  a 
local  authority  or  probation  officer. 

In  order  to  make  an  order,  the 
court  had  to  be  satisfied  of  the 
existence  or  likelihood  of  harm 
attributable  either  to  the  care  the 
child  was  receiving  or  likely  to 
receive  or  to  foe  child  being  beyond 

parental  control. 

The  mother  had  four  children, 
all  girls.  Dl  and  D2  were  children 
of  her  marriage  to  Mr  H  in  1979. 
Mr  H  and  the  mother  separated 
and  in  I9S4  she  commenced  living 
with  Mr  R  and  they  had  two 
children:  D3  and  D4. 

In  September  1993.  when  she 
was  15.  DI  made  a  statement  to  the 
police.  She  said  she  had  been 
sexually  abused  by  Mr  R  ever 


since  she  was  seven  or  eight  years 
old.  She  was  then  accommodated 
with  foster  parents  and  Mr  R  was 
charged  with  rape. 

In  February  1994  foe  local 
authority  applied  for  care  orders  in 
respect  of  the  three  younger  girts. 
Interim  care  orders  were  made, 
followed  fay  interim  supervision 
orders. 

Mr  R  was  acquitted 'Of  rape  but 
despite  that  the  local  authority 
proceeded  with  the  applications  for 
care  orders  in  respect  of  D2,  D3 
and  D4,  based  on  the  alleged 
sexual  abuse  of  Dl  by  Mr  R. 

Relying  on  foe  different  stan¬ 
dard  of  proof  in  criminal  and  civil 
matters,  the  local  authority  asked 
foe  judge  to  find  that  Mr  R  had 
sexually  abused  Dl.or  at  least  that 
there  was  a  substantial  risk  he  had 

done  so.  thereby  satisfying  the 
section  31(2)  conditions  for  the 
makmgofacareorder'm  respect  of 
foe  three  younger  girls. 

turns  finding,  inter  alia,  that  he 
was  more  than  a  little  suspicious 
foat  Mr  R  had  abused  Dl  but  be 
was  not  sure  to  foe  requisite  high 
standard  of  proof  foat  Dl's  allega¬ 
tions  were  true.  The  Court  of 
Appeal  dismissed  the  local 
authority's  appeaL 

Mr  Levy  submitted  foat  “likely* 
within  foe  meaning  of  section  31 
meant  “probable"  and  foat  foe 
decision  of  foe  Court  of  Appeal  to 
foe  contrary  in  Newham  London 
Borough  Council  v  Attorney-Gen¬ 
eral  JI993]  I  FLR  281)  was  wrong. 
His  Lordship  could  not  accept  that 
contention. 

In  section  31(2)  Parliament  bad 
stated  the  prerequisites  which  had 
to  exist  before  the  court  had  power 
to  make  a  care  order.  Those 
prerequisites  marked  foe  bound¬ 
ary  line  be  ween  the  interests  of  the 
parents  in  caring  for  their  own 
child  and  the  interests  of  the  child 
in  which  there  could  be  circum¬ 
stances  where  there  might  be  a 
need  for  his  care  to  Ik  entrusted  to 
others. 

In  foat  context  Parliament  could 
not  have  been  using  “likely"  in  foe 
sense  of  more  likely  than  not  In 
his  Lordship's  view,  in  section 
31(2 )(a)  “likely"  was  befog  used  fo 
foe  sense  of  a  real  possibility,  one 
which  could  not  sensibly  be  ig¬ 
nored  having  regard  to  foe  nature 


and  gravity  of  foe  feared  harm  in 
the  particular  case. 

The  legal  burden  of  establishing 
foe  existence  of  foe  criteria  in 
section  31(2)  existed  rested  on  the 
applicant  for  a  care  order.  The 
general  principle  was  foat  he  who 
asserted  had  to  prove.  Generally, 
although  there  were  exceptions,  a 
plaintiff  or  applicant  had  to  estab¬ 
lish  the  existence  of  all  the  pre¬ 
conditions  and  other  facts  entitling 
him  to  the  order  he  sought.  There 
was  nothing  in  the  language  or 
context  of  section  31(2)  to  suggest 
Thai  foe  normal  principle  should 
not  apply  to  foe  threshold 
conditions. 

Where  the  matters  in  issue  were 
feds,  the  standard  of  proof  re¬ 
quired  in  non-criminal  proceed¬ 
ings  .was  foe  preponderance  of 
probability,  usually  referred  to  as 
the  balance  of  probability.  There 
were  exceptions  but  his  Lordship 
could  see  no  reason  for  thinking 
that  family  proceedings  were,  or 
should  be  an  exception. 

His  Lordship  therefore  agreed 
with  recent  decisions  of  the  Court 
of  Appeal  in  several  cases  involv¬ 
ing  the  care  of  ctuldren.  to  the  effect 
that  the  standard  of  proof  was  the 
ordinary  civil  standard  of  balance 
of  probabilities:  seeHvH  (Minor) 
( Child  abuse:  Evidence)  Q1990] 
Earn  86).  In  re  M  (a  Minor) 
l Appeal )  (No  2)  fll994]  1  FLR  59) 
and  In  re  W  (Minors)  (Sexual 
abuse :  Standard  of  proof)  fl  1994]  I 
FLR  419). 

The  Court  of  Appeal  were  of  the 
same  view  in  the  present  case,  ft 
followed  that  the  contrary  observa¬ 
tions  in  In  re  G  (a  Minor)  (Child 
abuse :  Standard  of  proof)  ([1987]  i 
WLR  1461)  and  In  re  W  (Minors ) 
(Sexual  abuse:  Standard  of  proof) 
01994]  1  FLR  419)  were  not  an 
accurate  statement  of  the  law. 

There  was  no  difficulty  in  apply¬ 
ing  that  standard  fo  the  threshold 
conditions.  The  first  limbof  section 
3\(2)(a)  predicated  an  costing  state 
of  affairs  to  be  derided  by  foe  court 
on  foe  basis  of  bets  admitted  or 
proved  on  the  balance  of  probabil¬ 
ity.  The  same  approach  applied  to 
the  second  limb  of  section  3l(Z)(a). 
The  court  had  fo  deckle  on  how 
highly  it  evaluated  foe  risk  of 
significant  harm  befalling  the 
child. 

The  problem  was  presented  in 


stark  form  by  the  facts  of  foe . 
present  case.  The  local  authority 
did  not  suggest  that  the  first  limb 
of  section  3l(2)(a)  was  satisfied  in 
respect  of  D2.D3  and  D4.  Its  case 
for  the  making  of  a  care  order  was 
based  exclusively  on  the  second 
limb  based  on  foe  allegation  foat 
over  many  years  DI  was  subject  to 
repeated  sexual  abuse- 

The  three  younger  girls  were  not 
at  risk  unless  Dl  had  been  abused 
by  Mr  R  in  the  past  If  she  was  not 

abused,  there  was  no  reason  for 
thinking  the  others  might  be. 

TO  decide  that  the  others  were  at 
risk  because  there  was  a  possibility 
that  Dl  was  abused  would  be  fo 
base  the  decision,  not  on  feet,  but 
on  foe  suspicion  that  Dl  might 
have  been  abused.  That  would  be 
to  tower  the  threshold  prescribed 
by  Parliament 

Parliament  decided  that  the 
threshold  for  a  tare  order  should 
be  that  the  child  was  suffering 
significant  harm,  or  that  there  was 
a  real  possibility  that  he  would  do 
so.  In  the  latter  regard  the  thresh¬ 
old  was  comparatively  low. 
Therein  lay  foe  protection  for 
child  ren. 

Bux  Parliament  also  derided  that 
proof  of  the  relevant  facts  was 
needed  if  that  threshold  was  to  be 
surmounted  which  provided 
protection  for  parents.  They  were 
not  to  be  at  risk  of  having  iheir 
child  taken  from  them  and  re¬ 
moved  into  foe  care  of  the  local 
authority  on  the  basis  only  of 
suspicions.  Accordingly,  the  ap¬ 
peal  would  be  dismissed. 

Lord  Goff  and  Lord  Must® 
agreed. 

LORD  BROWNE- WIL¬ 
KIN  SON.  dissenting,  said  that 
where  he  differed  from  Lord 
Nichotis  was  in  thinking  that  die 
fects  relevant  to  an  assessment  of 
risk  were  not  the  same  as  foe  fads 
relevant  fo  a  derision  that  harm 
was  in  feet  being  suffered. 

In  order  to  be  satisfied  that  there 
was  a  risk  of  harm  his  Lordship 
would  take  into  account  die  com¬ 
bined  effect  of  a  number  of  factors. 
In  the  present  case,  the  major  issue 
was  whether  Dl  had  been  sexually 
abused  (the  macro  feet). 

In  the  course  of  foe  bearing  a 
number  of  other  facts  (foe  micro 
facts)  were  established  to  foe 
judge's  satisfactions  by  foe  evi¬ 


dence.  The  conchtsfon  that  there 
was  a  real  possibility  foat  the 
evidence  of  Dl  was  true  was  based 
on  evidence  and  the  micro  feds 
that  the  judge  had  found.  It  was 
not  a  mere  suspicion  as  to  the  risk 
that  Mr  R  was  an  abuser:  it  was  a 
finding  of  risk  based  on  feds. 

If  legal  proof  of  actual  abuse  was 
a  prerequisite  to  a  finding  that  a 
child  was  at  risk  of  abuse,  foe  court 

would  be  powerless  to  intervene  to 
protect  children  in  relation  to 

whom  there  were  foe  gravest 
suspicions  of  actual  abuse  but  foe 

necessary  evidence  legally  to  prove 

such  abuse  was  lacking. 

LORD  LLOYD,  dissenting,  said 
that  “likely"  in  section  3 1(2)  (a) 
meant  that  there  was  a  serioas  risk 
or  real  possibility  that  the  child 
would  suffer  significant  harm. 

Where  it  was  claimed  that  the 
child  had  suffered  or  was  suffering 
significant  harm  the  standard  of 
proof  was  the  simple  balance  of 
probabilities,  no  matter  how  seri¬ 
ous  the  underlying  allegation. 
Where  it  was  daimedthai  the  child 
was  likrfy  to  suffer  significant 
harm,  the  simple  one-stage  ap¬ 
proach  sufficed. 

The  question  was  whether,  (mall 
the  evidence,  die  court  considered 
that  there  was  a  real  possibility  of 
the  child's  suffering  significant 
harm  in  foe  future.  If  so.  the 
threshold  criterion  was  satisfied. 

The  court  did  not  have  to  be 
satisfied  cm  foe  balance  of 
probabilities  that  the  child  had  in 
feet  suffered  significant  harm  in 
the  past,  whether  by  sexual  abuse 
or  otherwise,  even  where  the 
allegation  of  abuse  was  the 
foundation  of  the  local  authority's 
case  for  a  care  order. 

His  Lordship  agreed  with  every 
word  of  foe  dissenting  judgmenr  of 
Lord  Justice  Kennedy's  judgment 
in  the  Court  of  Appeal  which  he 
had  read  with  admiration  and  he 
would  allow  the  appeal  and  would, 
but  for  the  decision  of  foe  majority, 
have  remitted  the  case  to  the  judge 
for  a  further  bearing  if  there  was 
continuing  cause  for  concern. 

Solidtors:  Sharpe  Pritchard  for 
Mr  G  P.  McKay.  Nottingham; 
Freeth  Cartwright  Hum.  Dickens. 
Nottingham;  Fletchers,  Notting¬ 
ham:  German  &  Soar. 
Nottingham. 


Seller  can  forfeit  deposit  despite  seeking  higher  price 


Vaswani  v  Italian  Motors 
(Sales  and  Services)  Ltd 
Before  Lord  Jauncey  of 
Tullichettle,  Lord  Woolf.  Lord 
Uoyd  of  Berwick.  Lord  Steyn  and 
Lord  Hoffmann 
(Judgment  December  12} 

Although  sellers  had  demanded 
from  a  buyer  in  payment  of  the 
balance  of  foe  purchase  price  a 
sum  exceeding  foat  which  was  due 
under  foe  contract,  the  sellers  had 
not  thereby  repudiated  foe  con¬ 
tract  and  they  were  entitled  fo 
forfeit  foe  buyers  deposit  since  he 
had  made  no  further  payment 

The  Judicial  Committee  of  foe 
Privy  Council  so  held  when 
dismissing  an  appeal  by  foe  appel¬ 
lant  buyer,  Haneet  Chandru 
VaswanL  from  the  Court  of  Appeal 
of  Hong  Kong  which  had  allowed 
an  appeal  by  the  respondent 
sellers,  Italian. Motors  (Sales  and 
Services)  Ltd,  from  Deputy  Judge 
Gould  in  foe  High  Court  of  Hong 
Kong,  who  hid  ordered  the 
respondents  to  return  to  the  appel¬ 
lant  his  deposit  of  £44,375. 

Mr  Peter  Goldsmith.  QC  and 
Mr  Nigel  Kat,  of  the  English  and 
Hong  Kong  Bars,  for  foe  appel¬ 


lant;  Mr  Jonathan  Sumption.  QC 
and  Mr  John  Scott,  of  the  English 
and  Hong  Kong  Bars,  for  the 
respondents. 

LORD  WOOLF  said  that  the 
appeal  involved  a  dispute  as  to  the 
return  of  a  deposit  paid  on  an 
abortive  sale  of  a  car.  The  deposit 
was  paid  by  for  appellant  to  (he 
respondents,  who  were  the  sole 
distributors  in  Hong  Kong  of 
Ferrari  cars,  for  foe  purchase  of  a 
Ferrari  Tesiarossa.  The  contract 
was  made  in  writing  on  May  1, 
1989. 

The  price  was  £179300.  which 
was  foe  price  shown  in  foe 
respondents'  price  list  for  that  type 
of  car.  The  car  had  to  be  specially 
ordered  and  the  deposit  was  25  per 
cent  of  foe  purchase  price. 

By  the  beginning  of  June  1990 
foe  car  was  ready  for  delivery.  The 
respondents  requested  payment  of 
the  balance  of  the  purchase  price. 

They  calculated  that  as 
E168J4I.66-  That  was  based  on  an 
increased  sale  price  of  £218.800 
which  the  respondents  claimed 
was  payable  and  which  was  their 
list  price  at  foat  date. 

In  July  they  gave  notice  that 
unless  completion  took  place  on 


July  10,  they  would  treat  foe 
contract  as  at  end  and  forfeit  the 
deposit  No  further  payment  was 
made  and  the  appellant  was 
.  informed  that  the  deposit  was 
forfeited. 

He  subsequently  challenged  foe 
right  of  foe  respondents  to  receive 
the  sum  which  they  had  de¬ 
manded.  He  commenced  proceed¬ 
ings  in  Hong  Kong  for  die  return 
of  his  deposit.  The  judge  decided 
the  issue  of  repudiation  in  foe 
appellant's  favour  and  ordered  foe 
return  of  the  deposit-  The  Court  of 
Appeal  allowed  the  respondents' 
appeaL 

The  first  issue  was  whether  foe 
respondents  were  entitled  to  insist 
on  payment  of  the  increased  price 
for  the  car.  That  turned  on  the 
proper  construction  of  the  contract 

After  considering  the  terms  of 
the  contract  his  Lordship 
concluded; 

The  respondents  were  not  en¬ 
titled  to  demand  an  increase  based 
on  their  list  price  at  the  date  of 
delivery  whatever  the 
circumstances. 

In  general  they  were  limited  to 
increasing  foe  price  so  that  it 
reflected  the  increase  in  costs  to 


which  they  had  themselves  been 
subjected  by  circumstances  speci¬ 
fied  in  foe  contract 

The  second  issue  was  whether 
foe  respondents  repudiated  the 
contract  There  were  features  of  the 
case  which  made  that  issue  not 
straightforward. 

There  was  the  feet  foat  foe 
respondents  were  acting  bona  fide  . 
in  seeking  the  higher  price.  The 
other  feature  was  that  even  if  foe 
respondents  had  demanded  the 
correct  balance  of  foe  purchase 
price  that  would  not  have  been 
paid  by  the  appellant. 

If  foe  respondents  had  de¬ 
manded  the  payment  of  foe  correct 
sum  they  would  have  had  foe  right 
to  forfeit  the  deposit  and  resell  the 
car.  The  respondents  having  de¬ 
manded  a  sum  in  excess  of  foat  due 
their  primary  argument  was  based 
mi  foe  proposition  that  it  did  not 
amount  to  a  repudiation  of  a 
contract  to  assert  a  genuinely  held 
but  erroneous  view  as  to  the  effect 
of  foe  contract. 

That  that  could  be  the  position 
was  good  sense  and  already  sub¬ 
ject  to  considerable  judicial  sup¬ 
port  While  here  the  request  for  foe 
payment  of  an  excessive  price 


LEGAL  &  PUBLIC  NOTICES 


0171-782  7344 


CONTRACTS  &  TENDERS 


New  Life  for  Edmonton  - 

The  Edmonton  Partnership  Initiative 


The  London  Borough  of  Enfield  in  partnership 
with  local  residents  and  traders  alms  to  revitalise 
the  heart  of  Edmonton  by  launching  a  design 
competition  to  bring  about  a  major  regeneration 
of  die  area. 

The  project  known  as  die  Edmonton  Partnership 
Initiative  covers  over  100  acres  of  land  and 
includes  1300  homes,  the  largest  murid  pally 
owned  shopping  centre  in  the  Country,  1.000  car 
parking  spaces  and  a  leisure  centre. 

The  Council  is  keen  to  create  a  partnership  with 
leading  private  sector  developers  oo  develop 
Innovative  proposals  for  the  area  combined  with 
a  viable  funding  package  to  support  one  of  North 
London's  most  established  communities. 


The  first  stage  of  the  competition  b  being 
launched  now  If  you  are  interested  in 
finding  out  more  about  die  EP1  and  wish  to 
be  considered  Cor  die  competition,  please 
write  far  an  information  pack  to  the 
following  address:  The  Project  Manager, 
The  Edmonton  Partnership  Initiative, 

29  Market  Sq,  Edmonton  Green, 
Edmonton.  London  N9  OTZ. 

The  dosing  date  for  receiving 
expressions  of  interest  is  Friday. 
January  19th  1994. 


>1.  • 


' •'  :  *  ’ 


WORKING  TOWARDS  EQUAL  OPPORTUNITIES. 


LEGAL  NOTICES 


IN  THE  MATTER  OF  IBS  MED! 
CAL  EQUIPMENT  AND  SUP¬ 
PLIES  LIMITED 

AND  IN  THE  MATTER  OF  THE 
COMPANIES  ACT  1948 
NMfctt  Li  hereby  given  Uuu  llw 
cmuim  of  uu  uuvNiamt 
Company,  which  Is  being  volun- 
tartly  wound  us.  are  rvguimi-  on 
or  before  Ulh  January  1996. 
MM  HW  date  for  that  ourpat* 
IbM  by  Oie  undar^oned.  David  J 
iningworm  of  kpmo,  St  Jamal's 
Sana  re.  MancttnUr  MS  60S. 
Called  Kingdom,  the  Joint  LWul 
dolor  of  inc  said  Company,  lo 
tend  their  names  and  addnsito. 
and  the  particular  or  IMr  debts 
or  chums,  and  uw  names  And 
addresses  of  iheir  soUrtta™.  If 
any.  to  me  undarapned.  and.  It  so 
required  by  noace  tn  writing 

(tarn  ihc  underlined,  are  person¬ 
ally  or  W  thatr  toudloa  ra  coma 
In  and  prove  iheir  debts  or  claims 
at  such  Him  and  place  as  than  be 
iMdflM  In  sucti  notice,  or  In 
defpull  thereof  they  will  be 
excluded  from  the  benehl  of  any 
atsirfliuuon  made  before  such 
debts  are  proved. 

Dated  this  12m  any  of  December 
1998 

Stand:  D  J  imngwaMh  for  and  «i 
behalf  of  me  join!  mwmaor* 


INSOLVENCY  RULES  1986  . 
RULE  4  lOOril 

MO  HO  RESTAURANT  LIMITED 
IN  CREDfTDHS  VOLUNTARY 
LIQUIDATION 

notkE  is  hereby  given 
Uul  Ion  Franses  of  lan  Franses 
Associates.  Column  Howie.  2a 
Conduit  Place,  London  W2  ]  EP 

was  appointed  Umddoioc  of  the 
ubewe-namod  mmpany  on  in* 
12m  December  199S. 

All  rrodUon  who  have  nM 
already  done  so  are  invited  lo 
prove  Ibetr  debts  In  wriono  to  Mr 
tan  Frames  at  Conaull  House.  34 
Cdndldl  Place.  London  W2  IEP 
i  Fiumcs  -  LKnndaioc 


DURABLE  DtSTRimmON 

LIMITED 

Notice  is  hereby  given  in  accor¬ 
dance  wllh  section  *&2»  of  lhe 
Insolvency  Act  1986.  that  a  Meet- 
ina  of  uur  creditors  of  me  above 
named  company  will  be  held  at 
76  New  Cavendish  Slreoi. 

London  WIM  7LB  on  Qth  Janu¬ 
ary  1996.  at  10  a.m  in  acnr 
•tann  with  rule  J.liili  of  the 
Insolvency  Rulio  1986.  a  Creduor 
la  entlUed  to  vote  only  if  drtafls  on 
the  <MH  claimed  are  submuied  lo 
the  receivers  in  writing  no  taler 
ihan  12  noon  on  the  business  day 
prior  lo  the  Meeting,  and  where 
tha  Creduor  cannot  attend  in  per¬ 
son.  a  form  of  proxy  Which  mo 
Creditor  intends  to  be  mod  on  hts 

behalf  t*  looped  with  the  receivers 
before  me  Meeting  Creditors 
whose  claims  Are  folly  secured 
are  not  onuued  lo  attend  or  be 
repreaontod  at  the  Maetlng  Unse¬ 
cured  Creditors  may  reauesi  a 
free  caw  of  the  AdmuiMrattve 

Receivers"  report  lo  bo  sou  to 
theifi.  ClaJrria.  proxies  or  reaueoM 
should  be  sou  to  Out  Adrninlstret- 
Hve  Receivers  pi  Barley.  76  Now 
Cavendish  Street  London.  WtM 
TUB  DATED  THIS  B.12.1995 
M  Levy 
J  H  Berman 

Joint  AdndnMrabve  Receivers 


CHARITY  COMMISSION 
Chari  hoe.  l.  Lovelace's  Charity 
5  levctoM  Educational  Four 
dauon  -  Rendered-  Numbers 
137720.  SISlOl 
Scheme  for  me  reautathni  of  me 
Chari  Iks 

Reference:  AR-4A343XT) 
The  Charily  Cananuntfonciv 
novo  made  a  scheme  for  there 
charities.  A  copy  can  he  seen  for 
the  next  month  of  Anefoy  Serpent 
&  Proem.  4.  s  &  6  BarefWd 
CrMCeni,  Exeter.  Devon.  EX1 
1 RF,  or  a  copy  mn  be  obtained  by 
rending  a  Rampm  aurmni 
envelope  lo  Ibc  Charity  CortimK 
Sion,  woodfleld  House.  Tangier. 
Taunton,  SMncfWt.  T41  OBL. 
Quoting  the  reference  above 


vron.ux  ltd 

NOTICE  IS  HEREBY  GIVEN 
pursuant  to  Section  98  of  the 
Insolvency  AO  1986.  mat  d  Meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Creditors  of  the  above- 
oomed  Company  will  be  held  ai  1 
Surrey  Street.  London  WC2R 
2NT  on  Wednesday.  20  Decem¬ 
ber  199SOI  11.00  am  for  the  pur 
poses  mmttoned  In  Seatons  99  to 
JOI  of  the  «M  Act. 

A  list  of  me  names  and  addreasM 
Of  die  Company's  creation  will 
pe  available  for  inspection  free  of 
charge  oi  I  Surrey  Street.  London 
WCSn  2NT  between  lO.ooam 
aad  4.00  pm  on  the  two  business 
days  inunedloiety  before  the  day 
fined  lor  the  Meeting. 

Creditors  wishing  la  vote  at  the 
Meeting  must  lodge  mntcH 
attending  in  a  personal  capacity)  a 
proxy  at  I  Surrey  Street.  London 
WC2R  2NT  no  later  men  12  noon 
an  ma  business  day  before  thg 
day  fixed  /or  Ihc  Meeting.  Credi¬ 
tors  MCMIM  to  vole  si  the  Meet¬ 
ing  imat  looae  a  fun  vtotemont  of 
account  wim  their  PmUs  Unless 
there  are  exceptional  eteevnv 
stanceo.  a  Creditor  will  not  be 
entitled  to  vote  mien  a  claim  has 
been  lodged  and  odranud  fgf  vot¬ 
ing  purpose*  secured  Creditors 
miart.  union  they  surrender  mcir 
accurlty.  give  parttcuiare  of  their 
security  and  Us  bmmS  value  If 
they  wish  to  vote  af  (he  Meeting. 
Dated  this  nth  day  of  December 
1998 

P  R  SYKE5.  Joint  LtauMator 


Quebec  Central  Railway 
Company 
Capitol  Stock 

in  preparation  lor  the  payment 
of  Ihe  half-yearly  dividend  dug 
January  16  1996  on  the  above 
stoat,  me  transfer  boons  will  be 
Dosed  at  3 M  P.m  on  December 
IB  1996  and  will  be  reopened  an 
December  27  1998. 

D  RJfMaj.  Ahdatoht  Secretary 
62-60  Trafalgar  SQUore. 

London  WCSN  BED  . 

December  13  1996 


INSOLVENCY  ACT  >986 
MERCANTILE  HOUSE  HOLD¬ 
INGS  uMirai 

NOTICE  IS  HERESY  GIVEN 
purmani  lo  Sectton  98  of  Hie 
insolvency  Act  1986  mat  n  meet 

Inn  of  the  creditors  of  llw  above- 
named  company  will  be  held  ol 
Kings  House.  36/87  long  Street, 
London  EC2V  SBH  on  uw  96U1 
day  of  January  1996  at  IO.  I  Sam 
for  the  purposes.  If  though!  nt.  of 
man  mating  a  Liquidator  and  of 
appointing  a  UeruidaUon  Commit¬ 
tee.  Any  prosy  to  be  used  at  the 
meeting  must  be  ladped  at  tangs 
House.  36/37  King  Street. 
London  EC9V  88H  no  later  than 
12  noon  an  the  busmen  day 
before  the  meeting.  A  statensmt 
of  etatna  must  also  be  lodged. 

NOTICE  Is  also  given  DtaL  for 
the  purpose  of  voting,  secured 
creditors  mud  (unless  they  sur¬ 
render  Htetr  security)  lodge  a 
notemanl  giving  particulars  of 
Usetr  aactuuy.  cm  dale  when  n 
was  given,  ami  the  value  of  which 

they  estimate  U. 

A 1PR  of  the  names  and  sddreom 
of  the  creditors  of  the  above- 
named  company  may  be 
impeded  at  Kings  Horae.  36/57 
Kind  Street.  London  QC2V  8HH 
between  the  heure  of  lODOam 
and  d  oown  on  the  two  bustnera 
days  preceding  the  meeting. 
Dated:  Ulh  Dec.  1998 
P  W  ArUcra 

Secretary _ 


LEGAL  NOTICES 


CH  NO  0605  OF  1996 
IN  THE  HIGH  COURT  OF 
JUSTICE 

CHANCERY  DIVISION 
MANCHESTER  DISTRICT 

REOSTRY 
IN  THE  MATTER  OF 
THREAD  WELL  PLC 
AND  IN  THE  MATTER  OF  THE 
COMPANIES  ACT  19B6 
NOTICE  »  HEREBY  GIVEN 
UUI  a  Petition  was  an  the  8th  day 
of  November  1996  or  won  led  to 
Her  Mdlemy's  High  Court  of  Jup- 
lice  for  confirmation  of  the  reduc- 
nen  of  the  capful  of  me  above, 
named  Company  from 
£  1 .000.000.  to  £300.000. 

Then: 

AND  NOTICE  IS  FURTHER 
GIVEN  that  the  sold  Petition  H 
directed  to  De  heard  by  a  Chan¬ 
cery  judge  vfutng  al  the  Manches¬ 
ter  Crown  Court  Courts  of  Justice 
Crown  Square  Manchester  M60 
9 CD  on  Tuesday  the  2nd  day  of 
January  1996  at  10  JO  in  the 
forenoon  ANY  Creditor  or  Share¬ 
holder  of  Ihe  said  Company  desir¬ 
ing  to  oppose  the  malting  of  an 
Order  lor  me  canflrenaivon  of  tn* 
said  reduction  of  capital  snou/d 
appear  at  the  lime  of  hearing  In 
person  or  by  Counsel  for  that 
purpose 

A  copy  of  the  sold  PctRton  will  tw 
furnished  lo  any  such  person 
regutrtufl  the  some  by  the 
undermentioned  MKRorv  on 
Payment  of  the  regulated  charge 
for  Ihc  same. 

Dated  this  i&Ui  day  of  December 
1998 

Rowlands.  38  Fountain  Street 
Manchester  M2  2AF 
Solicitors  for  ihc  above  named 
Company. 

Tel:  0161 -22B-186!  Ref: 


in  the  Matter  of 

STRATEGIC  AVIATION 
SOLUTIONS  LIMITED 
And  In  the  Matter  of 
The  insolvency  AM  1986 
Notice  Is  hereby  given,  pursu¬ 
ant  U  Section  98  Of  the  Insol¬ 
vents  Art  1 980.  that  a  meeting  of 
the  creditors  of  the  above-named 
Company  win  be  neM  at  SO 
Farrlngdon  Street  London  ECJA 
4PP.  oo  Slat  December  >998  al 
12.30  pm  for  the  purpose  men 
Honed  In  Section  99.  too  and  lOl 
of  the  said  Act  statonento  of 
claim,  aid  grow  forms  if  applica¬ 
ble,  must  be  todgod  at  PO  Bo* 
750.  SO  Farrlngdon  Street. 
London  ECMA  *pp,  TJ.K.,  not 
later  Utah  12  noon  Oft  20»h 
December  1996.  A  list  of  the 
names  and  addresses  of  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  creditors  may  be 
Inspected,  free  of  charge,  at  Lie 
offices  o>  KPMG  Corporal* 

Recovery.  PO  Box  730.  30 

Farrlngdon  Street.  London  EC4A 
4PP.  ujc..  on  me  two  Manna 
days  prior  to  the  meeting. 

By  Order  Of  The  Board  Haled  Sth 
December  1998 
G  J  Curran  -  Dfrecfor 


LEGAL,  PUBLIC,  COMPANY 
&  PARLIAMENTARY  NOTICES 

TO  FMCE  NOTCES  rm  TOBB  SECTION 
AXASE  TELEPHONE 

0171-782  7344  OR  FAX:  0F71-782  7827 


would  not  in  itself  amount  to  a 
repudiation,  if  foe  conduct  relied 
went  beyond  the  assertion  of  a 
genuinely  held  view  of  the  effect  of 
the  contract  foe  conduct  could 
amount  to  a  repudiation. 

That  was  the  position  if  the 
conduct  was  inconsistent  with  the 
continuance  of  the  contract.  Then 
foe  bona  fide  motives  of  foe  party 
responsible  did  not  prevent  foe 
conduct  being  repudiaiory.  Nor 
was  conduct.  3  it  was  repudiatory, 
excused  because  it  occurred  in 
consequence  of  legal  advice,  as 
might  be  foe  case  with  the  respon¬ 
dents' actions. 

His  Lordship  referred  to 
Woodar  Investment  Development 
Ltd  v  Wimpey  Construction  UK 
Ltd  (11980]  I  WLR  277)  and  Federal 
Commeroeand  Navigation  Co  Ltd 
vMolena  Alpha  Inc  51979]  AC  757) 
and  continued  foal  while  foe 
respondents  indicated  to  foe  appel¬ 
lant  that  he  should  pay  a  sum 
which  was  excessive  or  the  deposit 
would  be  forfeited  they  never  went 
so  far  as  to  indicate  to  him  foat  tt 
would  be  purposeless  to  pay  the 
lesser  sum. 

There  was  nothing  to  prevent  the 
appellant  paying  the  sum  he 
calculated  was  due.  Until  he  at 
least  tendered  foe  sum  he  consid¬ 
ered  was  due  the  respondents  were 
not  required  to  deliver  foe  vehicle. 
However,  the  appellant  never 
called  for  delivery. 

The  respondents  did  not 
threaten  a  breach  of  the  contract 
with  serious  consequences  and 
there  was  no  conduct  by  them 
which  was  totally  inconsistent  with 
foe  continuance  of  foe  contract 
until  after  the  appellant  had  made 
it  dear  foat  he  was  not  going  to 
make  any  further  payment. 

That  being  foe  situation  the 
respondents  did  not  repudiate  the 
contract 

Their  Lordships  recommended 
that  foe  appeal  should  be 
dismissed. 

Solicitors:  Simmons  & 
Simmons;  Edwin  Coe. 


Council  need  not  make 

direct  provision 


Regina  v  -Wandsworth 
London  Borough  CoimriL 
Ex  parte  Beckwith 

Before  Lord  Goff  of  Chfewdej, 
Lord  Griffiths.-  Lord  Jauncey  of 
TuBkhetde,  Lord  Brcwne-WQ- 
kmson  and  Lord  Hoffmann 

[Speeches  December  14f 

The  arrangemeras  made  by  a  local 
authority  under  sections  21  and  26 
of  foe  National  Health  Service  Ad 
W4S.  as  amended,  for  providing 
residential  accom  modation  for 

persons  in  -  need  of  care  and . 
attention  could  consist  whoDy  of 
arrangements  with  voluntary 
organisations  or  other  persons; 
there  was  no  obligation  on  local 
authorities  to  make,  any  direct 
provision  themselves.' 

The  House  of  Lords  dismissed 
an  appeal  fay  Mr  William 
Bedcwifo  from  the  Court  of  Appeal 
(Lord  Justice  Nourse,  Lord  Justice 
Simon  Brown  and  Lord  Justice 
Swimon  Thomas)  (The  Times  June 
29)  winch  had  allowed  appeals  by 
Wandsworth  London  Borough 
Council  from  Mr  Justice 
Popplewefl  (The  Times  May  4)  and 
Mr  Justice  Potts  C The  Times  June 
5).  Qn  applications  by  Mr 
Beckwith  for  judicial  review,  Mr 
Justice  PoppleweU  had  quashed  a 
decision  of  foe  council  made  era 
December  7. 1994  and  Mr  Justice 
Poos  had  declared  two  later  de¬ 
cisions  of  the  council  to  the  same 
effect  (o  be  unlawful. 

Section  21  of  the  1948  Act,  as 
amended  by  sections  42(1)  anti  £6 
of  and  Schedule  9.  paragraph  ^) 
to  foe  National  Health  Service  and. 
Community  Care  An  1990.  pro¬ 
vides  “(1). . .  a  local  authority  may 
with  the  approval  of  foe  secretary 
of  state,  arid  to  such  extent  as  he 
may  direct  shall  make  arrange¬ 
ments  for  providing  —  (a)  residen- 


Mr  Gordon  argued  that  “iMy 


who  ty. reason  of  age,  illness. 
disability,  or  .any  other  circum¬ 
stances  are  in  need  of  cane  and 
attention  which  is.not  otherwise  . 
avaffaNefo  then. .  .*■ 

-  Section  26,  as  substituted  by 

section  IQ  of  foe  Community  Care 
-  (Residential .  AcoqmnwdatwtQ  Act . 
1992,  provides:  “(I)  arrange* 
mads  under  section  217.  .  .  -may 
nKfcdearrangemet^madevfifoa 
votantaiy  organisation  ar^ with  aqy 

other  person. .  .*  " 

By  Local  Authority  Circular 
!AC(93)IOfl3q^rtmenzofJHlea)tid- 
the  secretary  of  state  directed  locai 
authorities  to  m afcg  arrangements 
under  section  21(f)(e)  ta  rdatiaa  to 
persons  ortfinarByresidemin  then- 
areas  and  other  persons  in  urgent 
need. 

Mr  Richard  Gordon,  QC  and 
Mr  Alan  Maclean  for  -  Mr 
Beckwith;  Mr  Alan  Wifirie.  QC 
and  Mr  Sean  Jones  fix  the  OQundL 

LORD  HOFFMANN  said  that 
Mr  Bedcwifo  was  75.  He  lived  in 
George  Potter  House  in  Battersea 
High  Street  That  was  one  of  four 
homes  for  the  elderly  in  the 
London  Borough  of  Wandsworth. 

Until  recently,  the  council  had 
managed  foe  homes  iisdL  but  on 
December  7, 1994  it  had  derided  To 
dose  George  Potter  House  and 
transfer  the  other  three  homes  into 
private  ownership. 

Mr  Beckwith  had  objected  and 
applied  for  judicial  review  on  the 
ground  that  the  council  was  under 
a  legal  duly  to  maintain  same 
accommodation  for  the  elderly  in 
.  premises  under  its  own  manage¬ 
ment.  The  Court  of  AppraL 
disagreeing  with  the  judges,  had 
held  that  the  council  was  entitled  to 
discharge  its  statutory  duty  en¬ 
tirely  by  means  of  arrangements 
with  third  parties. 


Act,  as  substituted,  meant  that 
s  sector  arrangements  aright 


not  mean — .  .  _  _ 

U  dal  had  been  attended,  the  Act 
■qmiiM  have  used  the  ■  expresswm 
"may  consist  of  or  Tfltftsie".jas  it 

cEi  section  30  and  other  piacs. 

-Thai  argument  <fid  hot  aBow  for 
foe  many  subtly  different  tech- 


.  Tbe  draftsman  vn&  txx.  saying 
that  homes  in  the  private  sector 
might  be  included  in  foe  collective 
ofhofnes  that  tbe  council  had  to 
provide;  He  was  saying  that  the 
-  concept  of  “arrangements"  dial 
had  Jbeen  used  to  define  -the 
council's  duty  in  section  Zf  was  to 
include  arrangements  with  foe 

.private  sector.  •/ 

■  ufet  produced  an  aftogoftee- 
riHforwfit  result:  it  extended  foe 
Tnpflnrng  of  the  concept  by  which 
foe  council's  duty  was  defined- Any. 
arrangements  that  fell  within  foe 
extended  definition  would  satisfy 
the  councils  duty. 

It  was  true  foat  paragraph  4  of 
Circular  lAQ93)10sakb"It  i S  foe. 
view  of  the  department  that  foe 
amendments  introduced  into  the 
Act  of  I94S  by  section  1  of  the  [1992 
Act]  will  require  authorities  to 
mate  some  provision  for  residen¬ 
tial  care. 

The  opinion  of  the  department 
was  entitled  to  respect,  particularly 
since  hfe  Lordship  assumed  that 
the  1992  Act  had  been  drafted  on  its 
instructions,  but  in  his  view  drat 
statement  was  simply  wrong. 

Lord  Goff,  Lard  Griffiths,  Lord 
Jauncey  and  Lord  Browne rVfit 


Solicitors:  Miss  Gabrielle 
O’Connor,  Wandsworth;  Mr  Mar¬ 
tin  Walker,  Wandsworth. 


No  obligation  to  consult 
before  deciding 
to  close  failing  school 


Regina  v  Secretary  of  State 
for  Education  and  Employ¬ 
ment  and  Another,  Ex  parte 
Morris  and  Others 
Before  Mr  Justice  PoppteweQ 
(Judgment  December  12[ 

There  was  no  obligation  on  an 
education  association,  which  was 
appointed  under  Pan  V  of  the 
Education  Act  1993  to  take  over  a 
school  deemed  to  be  felling  to  give 
an  acceptable  standard  of  edu¬ 
cation.  to  consult  prior  to  its  report 
recommending  closure.  Similarly 
there  was  no  obligation  on  foe 
secretary  of  stare  to  consult  before 
dosing  such  a  school 

Mr  Justice  Popplewed  so  stated 
in  the  Queen's  Bench  Division 
when  dismissing  an  application 
for  judicial  review  by  Nathan 
Morris,  by  his  mother  and  next 
friend  Jacqueline  Mbrris,  Stuart 
Wallace,  by  his  mother  and  next 
friend  Ann  Wallace.  Josephine 
Lukeman  and  Barbara  Shillabeer, 
of  a  report  of  the  North .  East 
London  Education  Association  on 
October  26,  1995  and  its  recom¬ 
mendation  that  Hackney  Downs 
School  be  dosed;  and  a  decision  of 
the  Secretary  erf  State  for  Edu¬ 
cation  and  Employment  of 
November  14.  1995  to  discontinue 
the  education  association  and  con¬ 
sequently  to  close  the  school  as 
from  December  31. 1995. 

Mr  Philip  Engdman  for  foe 
applicants;  Mr  Richard  McManus 
for  die  secretary  of  stale. 

MR  JUSTICE  FOPPLEWELL 
said  that  Mr  McManus  had 
submitted  that  there  was  no 
suggestion  that  before  an  edu¬ 
cation  association,  which  had  been 
appointed  to  conduct  a  school, 
prepared  its  report  that  it  should 
consult  anyone. 

When  one  looked  or  the  power  of 
the  secretary  of  state  in  respect  of 
closing  a  school  after  receiving  a 
report  by  an  education  association, 
tbe  absence  of  a  statutory  obliga¬ 
tion  was  very  marked. 

It  was  clear  by  amendment  to 
section  12  of  foe  Education  Act  1980 
and  following  a  tine  of  authorities. 


that  there  was  an  obligation  gen- 
eraHy  to  consult  It  must  have  been 
well  known  to  Parliament  there 
was.  if  not  expressly,  an  implicit 
obligation  on  the  secretary  of  state 
before  dosing  to  consult. 

However,  foal  absence  in  the 
present  circumstances  was  plain  to 
be  seen  and  the  reasoning  behind 
it  was  that  the  present  arrange¬ 
ment  was  a  special  measure  a  case 

where  a  school  was  felling  its 
pupils,  had  not  improved  and 
there  was  great  urgency  that  all 
pupils  received  tbe  best  education. 
Therefore,  it  was  quite  inappro¬ 
priate  to  have  a  consultation  • 
procedure  because  there  was  a 
special  need  to  dose  file  school. 

Elsewhere  in  the  1993  Act  there 
was  expression  of  foe  necessity  to 


consult:  see  sections  104  and  184  to 
(85.  The  absents  of  any  reference 
in  foe  present  circumstances  to  an 
obligation  to  consult  therefore  led 
to  the  obvious  conclusion  that  no 
obli&itian  existed. 

In  his  Lordship's  judgment,  tbe 
introduction  of  an  education 
association  in  respect  of  special 
measures  and  closure  of  a  school 
was  different  from  foe  procedures 
adopted  in  the  normal  event 

There  was.  therefore,  no  obliga¬ 
tion  on  either  the  education  associ¬ 
ation  or  the  secretary  of  stale  to 
consult  when  dosing  a  school 
which  was  foiling  to  give  an 
acceptable  standard  of  education. 

Solicitors:  Teacher  Stem  Selby 
and  Bindman  &  Partners;  Trea¬ 
sury  Solicitor. 


Insurance  form  does 
not  require  promises 


Hussain  v  Brown 

Before  Before  Lord  Justice  Leggatt. 
Lord  Justice  Rose  and  Lord  Justice 
Savflle 

(Judgment  June  2SJ 

There  was  no  special  principle  of 

insurance  law  requiring  answers 

in  proposal  forms  to  be  read  as 

importing  promises  as  w  the 

future. 

The  Court  of  Appeal  so  held  on 
dismissing  tut  appeal  by  the  defen¬ 
dant  underwriter,  Reginald  Ewart 
Brown,  against  tbe  refusal  of 
Judge  Kershaw,  QC,  sitting  as  a 
judge  of  the  Queen’s  Bench  Di¬ 
virion  an  June  22, 1994.  to  dismiss 
a  claim  by  the  plaintiff  insured. 
Azmai  Hussain,  under  a  Lloyd's 
fire  policy. 

Mr  Stanley  Brodk,  QC  and  Mr 
Richard  Mfflett  for  foe  under¬ 
writer;  Mr  Stephen  Stewart  for  die 
insured. 

LORD  JUSTICE  SAV1LLE  said 
that  the  proposal  form  completed 
by  foe  insured  had  contained  the 
following  question:  “Are  the 
premises  fitted  with  any  system  of 
intruder  alarm?  If  yes',  give  name 
of  installing  company  (Please  pro¬ 
vide  a  copy  alarm  specification  if 
applicable)-.  The  insured  an¬ 
swered  that  question  "Yes"  and 
"See  specification". 

Tbe  underwriters  submitted  that 
that  answer  amounted  to  a  contin¬ 
uing  warranty  that  foe  premises 
were  fitted  with  an  intruder  alarm, 
that  the  alarm  was  operational 
and/or  would  be  habitually  set  fry 
the  insured  when  the  premises 
were  unattended. 

Itr  his  Lordship's  judgment. 


there  was  no  special  principle  of 
insurance  law  requiring  answers 
in  proposal  forms  to  be  read, 
prima  fade  or  otherwise,  as  im¬ 
porting  promises  as  to  the  future. 

If  and  to  the  extent  that  Hales  v 
Reliance  Fire  and  Accident  in¬ 
surance  Co  Ltd  QI960]  2  Lloyd's 
Rep  391)  suggested  that  there  was 
any  spatial  principle  applicable  to 
proposals  for  insurance  in  general 
or  fire  insurance  in  particular,  his 
Lordship  considered  h  to  be 
wrong. 

The  question  posed  for  the 
potential  insured  was  hi  tbe 
present  tense.  It  did  not  seek  era  its 
face  any  information 1  as  to  tbe 
practice  of  the  proposer  with 
regard  to  the  alarm,  for  example, 
whether  it  was  set  when  the 
premises  were  left  unoccupied. 

His  Lordship  could  see  nothing 
in  foe  words  of  the  simple  question 
posed,  or  to  be  gleaned  from  the 
context,  which  began  to  suggest 
that  what  an  affirmative  answer 
entailed  was  an  undertaking  as  to 
the  future. 

A  continuing  warranty  was  a 
draconian  term.  The  breach  of 
Such  a  warranty  produced  an 
automatic  cancellation  of  the  cover 
and  the  fact  that  a  loss  might  have 
had  no  connection  at  all  with  that 
breach  was  simply  irrelevant.  If 
underwriters  wanted  such  protec¬ 
tion,  then  it  was  up  to  them  to 
stipulate  for  it  in  clear  terms. 

Lord  Justice  Rose  delivered  a 
concurring  judgment  and  Lord 
Justice  Leggatt  agreed. 

Solidiors:  Squire  a  Co;  Betesh 
Partnership,  Manchester. 


Change 
Interest 


to 


With  effect  from  close  of  business 
on  14th  December  1995  the 
following  Business  Cheque  and 
Deposit  rates  are  applicable  to 
the  accounts  set  out  below: 

Rate  per  Annum  * 
GROSS  %  GROSS 
CJLR.% 

Business  Interest  Cheque  Account 

Instant  Access  Cheque  Account 


£250,000+ 

400 

4-06 

£100,000-249,999 

3.75 

3.S0. 

£50,000-99,999 

3*25 

3-29 

£10,000-49,999 

3.00 

3.03 

£2,000-9,999 

2-25 

2-27 

£1-1,999 

175 

1-76 

Schools  Banking  Account 

4-75 

4-84 

Capital  Reserve  Account* 

r* 

£250,000+ 

5J0 

5.61 

£100,000-249,999 

5-50 

5-61 

£50,000-99,999 

5.00 

5.09 

£10,000-49,999 

4.75 

4.84 

£2,000-9,999 

3-00 

3-03 

£1-1,999 

1-75 

1-76 

Practice  Call  Account  t 

£100,000+ 

5.50 

5.61 

£50,000-99,999 

5-25 

5-35 

£10,000-49,999 

5-00 

5-09 

£2,000-9,999 

£1-1,999 

m® 


3*00 

175 


303 

1-76 


We  want  you 
to  say 


YES 


Interest  rates  are  variable.  Interest  paid  quarterly, 
•Before  deduction  of  Basie  Rate  income  la*.  **7  days 
notice  of  withdrawal  required  or  equivalent  logs  of 
interest  on  amount  withdrawn.  tMurimum  balance  £2,000. 

TSB  Bank  ptc,  Victoria  House,  Victoria  Square,  ' 
Birmingham  Bl  1BZ 


Nap:  CHURCH  LAW 
(3.10  Hereford) 

Nad  best  My  Handy  Man 
(2.50  Catterick) 


my 1  McCIoy  takes  time  off  for  a  cigarette  after  deflecting  questions  at  the  BHB’s  highly  charged  annual  forum  yesterday 

industry  written  and  said  about  what  election  to  the  BHB  board  next  said  McCoy's  conduct  had  untold  damage  to  racing’s  In  retrospect,  McCoy  prob- 
ZSgSSZJSF*!'  I  nave  occurred  in  New  York.  Many  month.  He  is  presently  a  co-  received  widespread  coverage  image.  “Perhaps  I  mishandled  ably  wishes  he  had  made  such 

unm  now  Tatra  Preview  that  it  of  the  facts  of  the  incident  are  opted,  non  voting  member  and  needed  to  be  settled  in  the  it"  McCIoy  told  reporters.  a  statement  after  his  return 

was  a  matter  for  my  col-  still  m  dispute  and  these  are  whose  skills  are  widely  ac-  public  domain.  Whereupon  Balding,  who  has  the  high-  from  the  US.  However,  after 

leagues  on  the  committee."  the  being  considered  by  my  law-  knowledged.  McCoy  told  the  135-strong  est  regard  for  McCloys  abfli-  completing  his  four-para- 

Newoujy-oaaed  lawyer  said.  yers.  Despite  this  I  would  like  A  resolution  of  the  unhappy  audience:  “In  which  case  1  ties  as  a  chairman,  then  graph  explanation,  he  ap- 
t  ^  “W1?  co?im'ttce  apologise  for  any  embar-  saga  looked  anything  but  on  draw  this  meeting  to  an  end  stepped  in  to  try  to  salvage  the  peared  a  highly  relieved  man 

loruon  today  I  declined  to  deal  rassment  that  raring  may  the  cards  when  Guy  and  look  forward  to  seeing  situation.  He  suggested  a  who  can  at  last  look  forward  to 

wth  questions  on  the  subject,  have  suffered.  Harwood,  the  Pulborough  you  upstairs  for  lunch."  statement  making  dear  his  the  future. 

v16  Pj'irP°se  ^orura  Is  t°  “I  hope  my  statement  will  trainer,  rose  towards  the  end  Peter  Cun  dell,  president  of  regret  would  lance  the  boil.  Not  surprisingly,  die  Mc- 
grve  uie  BHB  board  an  oppor-  bring  this  unfortunate  episode  of  the  2^ -hour  industry  com-  the  National  Trainers*  Fed  era-  While  forum  guests  enjoyed  Coy  overshadowed 

tunny  to  review  its  achieve-  to  an  end  and  I  look  forward  to  mittee  forum  to  ask  McCoy  tion,  shouted:  “Answer  the  buffet  lunch,  McCoy  chat-  events  at  the  annual  forum, 

merits  in  the  past  year  and  to  continuing  my  work  with  the  for  an  explanation  of  his  please."  Bui  with  BHB  board  ted  with  Michael  Caulfield,  a  which  included  an  upbeat 

set  out  its  future  objectives."  BHB.  I  would  particularly  like  behaviour  in  the  US.  McCoy,  members,  including  Lord  close  ally  from  the  Jockeys'  assessment  of  die  BHB’s 

^c^°5r’  w^°  w^s  hand^  to  thank  my  colleagues  on  the  who  chaired  the  forum,  re-  Harrington  and  Lord  Association,  and,  significant-  achievements  during  die  past 

cuffed  by  the  captain  of  an  industry  committee  and  on  the  sponded  by  saying:  “We  will  Wakeham,  getting  to  their  feet  ly,  Rhydian  Morgan  Jones,  year,  particularly  in  the  areas 

American  Airlines  flight  to  BHB  board  for  their  confr-  call  proceedings  to  a  halt  now  somewhat  nervously,  the  fo-  one  of  his  fiercest  critics.  of  marketing  and  race  plan- 

New  York  and  subsequently  dence  and  support."  and  there  is  lunch  upstairs.”  rum  came  to  an  uneasy  end.  Inside  the  hour,  •  McCIoy  ning.  However,  proceedings 

arrested  before  pleading  In  ail  probability.  McCIoy’s  David  Gibson,  the  outgoing  As  lunch  was  taken,  the  returned  to  the  BHB  offices  at  underlined  the  growing  matu- 
guilty  to  disorderly  conduct,  apology  will  appease  his  crit-  president  of  the  Thorough-  outlook  for  McCIoy  looked  Portman  Square  and  began  rity  of  the  BHB  as  racing 

added:  “A  great  deal  has  been  ics  and  dear  the  way  for  his  bred  Breeders’  Association,  bleak  with  the  prospect  of  drawing  up  his  statement.  heads  for  the  New  Year. 


ANOTHEfl  VENTURE  10KJ  4tt  d  14  to  W  De 
Rama  In  novice  bon*  0  Sedge!  rid  pm  II  110yd, 
firm)  final  sM  last  season.  BANTS  DEUGHT  11*1 
2nd  of  6  to  Hfcriand  Poach#  in  novto  chase  a 
SedgeStfd  Cin  If.  good  to  ting.  FWE  TO  SEVEN 
Desr  start  121 M  tfl  3  to  lAorcafi  In  nrtca  hide 
a  Kelso  (^n  2L  sod)  Un*  1994.  KNOW-NO-NO 
bed  Manx  Ifcmttco  71  ii  T-nsm  none  hunlfe 
a  Parti  (2m  TlOyd.  good)  pendtrnte  stal  ksl 
sews. 

LORD  DORCET  teal  Imhotep  71  In  12-nxra 


2.10  CARAWAY  NOVICES  HANDICAP  CHASE 

(£2.606: 2m}  (8) 

497  3123  FIRST  CENTURY  23  (W.SD)  M  Pipe  6-72-0-  DBriMttr  97 

402  23P1  SOPHISM  14 (&F.6jjll Pipe 6-11-9 - __  JEwns  92 

40  0400  HASHAH 0(BJ)P  WflgrKW  Ml -8 _ T&y  SB 

404  6-UU  PAGET 8 (S) P Mchnfc 8-11-1 - APMcCoy  - 

405  MF  IfflPRESBBir  23  fflCftettl  MO-11 - G  Brartsy  94 

406  0-12  RIVB1  LfVEN  14  (BjSS)  0  Garxtoto  6-1M - 0  Leahy  - 

407  -324  DAWN  CHANCE  32  IDDf  fl  R  Hodges  9-10-4 - A  Tory  ffl 

400  6003  RCHU 17 fl Mb LDUbrN 7-143 - - - MRUontS  90 

2-1  Rot  Cartey,  3-1  to*  Uwn.  4-1  Sopftcm.  6-1  Paget  8-1  Mr  Prwtent. 
0MiCtBnca.i4lataa.. 


2.00  EASAL  NURSERY  HANDICAP 

(2-Y-0:  £3.469: 1m)  (8)  * 

1  5216  DOUBLE  DIAMOND  25  (6)  M  Jonnstan  9-7 _ T  IMBans  2 

2  6421  ARCTIC RQMANC81 16  (CJ&I G tens 6-1" ..  SWHwgrtbB 

3  0630  BUIE  FLYER  3  (BFJfltogran  7-13  __ _ D  Blogs  5 

4  0352  H0HBAND  15  (DJ.G)  1  tatftoo  7-11 _ G6attfcte3 

5  5020  AUIDBABSLE 9 R tenon  7-10 _ HCarfste7 

6  25U2  BATH  KNBMT 13  D  tenth  Darts  7-4 - N  Adams  1 

7  4305  SOI  CLERKS  25  J Ftageold 7-7 - JWmB 

8  5641  PEOPLE  DIRECT  14  (□£)  K  McAtfte  7-7 - D  Wright  (3)  4 

7-2  Am*  Romawf.  4-1  Horneted.  41  Data  Dtanond.  6-1  MatatUt.  Parie 
Drift  7-1  Bah  IWtft  10-1  Sbr  CMs.  12-1  Bte  Flyer 


THUNDERS? .  - 

12.40  Crack  On.  1.10  Nordic  Mine.  1.40  Htahtown 
Cavalier.  2.10  FIRST  CENTURY  (nap).  ZMToirfs 
Mist  3.10  Church  Law.  3.40  Jenzsoph. 

The  Times  Private  Han  dicapper’s  top  rating: 

3.40  CORRIN  HILL 


THUNDERER 

12.30  Masnun.  1.00  Almuhtaram.  1.30  Mr 
Nevermind.  2.00  Homeland.  230  My  Mother's 
Local.  3.00  MDngavia.  330  Invocation.' 

Our  Newmarket  Correspondent 

1230  Spencer's  Revenge.  130  Sweet  Supposin. 

230  GREEN  GEM  (nap). 


Kelso  nm  110yd.  good  to  firm]  penultimate  start 
RESTATE  281  Mi  of  13  to  Succotash  to  National 
tail  Fbl  race  ai  Marie)  Resen  (1m  51  1IO(d. 
and]  penuitknate  start  WHTTE6ATESPR1NCESS 
best  effort  ipf  1 3rd  <8  8  to  Scotched  Air  to  soling 
lento  g  Haham  ran.  Oood  u  tlm] 

SeJBCWt  J0YROB1  pan) 


JOYRIDER  101  2nd  oMO  to  Rsdaels  Own  In 
hantag  lento  a  Hofam  (2m.  good]  SAFARI 
PARK  taHed  afl  fitoof  7  to  Star  Rtoe  to  handicap 
tedto  0  Neerasde  (2m.  good).  FRYUP  SATEL¬ 
LITE  25M09I  oll8  to  Tmnote  n  novto  lenOe  a! 
Nenectto  (2m.  good).  SHARP  AT  SIX  101 3rd  of  8 
to  Wito  Rose  a  Yen  in  seeing  onto  iwrafe  a 


going.-  good  (good  to  soft  in  places)  sis 


GOING:  STANDARD  SIS 

DRAW:  7F-1M,  LOW  NUMBERS  BEST 


2.30  KERSTBJ  PROMOTIONS  MEDIAN  AUCTION 
MAIDEN  STAKES  (2-Y-0:  £2,739: 7f)  (9) 

1  00  FARM05T 48 U Present 9-0 - Ctofier2 

2  000  FLASSTAff  34  (VriSL  VocnM) - SWMMith5 

3  HAPWIRAVaiaCMirarM - MTsttinS 

4  BO  TAKE  NOTE  107  N  Men  9-0 - AUcGtami 

5  0  ACCOUNTANCY  JEWEL  153MtoWtfleM_  D  Wridri  p)  7 

6  020  BUJE  ADELAIDE  21  (B)  P  Call  0-9 - J  Qurri  8 

r  64  GRmi Gains shEbbm _ jiaea 

8  00  MYU|JTieYSL0CAL9KCi*¥toglsrivBroniB-9  SSantfcB4 

9  050  TAHYA  K  C  C  Bsey  M. - C  Ruder  B 

5-2  EK  Adelaide.  3-1  Oran  Gam.  5-1  Fermnst  6-1  fiagsW.'8-l  Tahje,  10-1  Uy 
VtotoeYt  UnL  12-1  Take  Hot.  20-1  taCMtny  Xmi.  H any  TimUb 


2.40  COWSLIP  SELLING  HURDLE  (£1,982: 2m  IQ  (16) 

501  5-05  AUCANTE  20  (BJ)D  McCain  8-11-7 - DMcCton  70 

502  3FT5  ERUtM10B.OSMeltoi5.1l-7 - NMam  92 

503  -054  KAL2ARI 10JG) A Cam0 10-11-7 - APMcCoy  83 

504  2280  LAWHSW00D  JUM0R  48  (DJ)  S  Speatog  B-M-T 

DBridgnm  90 

505  34/0  ARGAN0S  20  B5)  0  Lloyd  B-11-2 - Bfrton(5)  - 

506  ^P-  BUJSNWG  STAR  424  Jtacock  8-11-2 - WIW»  - 

60T  PM  OANCE ON SOFBtCE 21(B)  JPwato7-1V2_  RBMwiy  83 

508  M2  aMGn3Ka*te8-11-2 - ALamadip)  96 

509  3200  HUM  TWE  27  W)  Ihs  L  Rahards  4-11-2 —  U  Richards  77 

510  -040  MAI  PBt  RA/16  (B|  fl  Hodffls  7-1 1-C - TDascontoeffl  81 

511  54-3  PSSIAN BUI 96 1  teJejUbZ - MBosiv  85 

512  4002  TWTSMIST 11  Jaafcy  5-11-3 - ™  R  Johnson  (3)  94 

513  P-22  WHTB0MCT31  C  Eqrtn  5-11-2 - J  OshOme  ffl 

514  P-00  RACJBC SJWT 11  U Tm 5- 1 0-11 - DGUMlNr  ffi 

615  0-0  PLUM  FANCY  22  R  Fran  7-10-11 - JFroa  - 

$16  -4UF  SABEL  20  (B)  T  George  6-10-11 - TJrtS  83 

7-2  WMMeeeeri.  9-Carw.  5-1  Tony’s  IM.  6-1  UMsmd.*nfnr.  7-1  Kahn 
B-1  EAhg.  *0-1  Once  On  fflqienee.  12-1  arm 


12.30  BROOKNIGHT  GUARDING  CLAIMING 
STAKES  (Div  I;  £2,828:  lm)  (12  runners) 

1  -221  EV6TSET  828  (C/.G.S)  A  Bstoy  7-9-7 - D«Wgfir(3)4 

2  1183  secow  caar«  ib  (cabf^  vr.  u  «««!»  5-9-3 

G  Parto  (5)  9 

3  1112  SP9CSTS  REYOKS  51  M  Rysn  5-9-3 

GtadMl3 

4  407  OINffll  17J  (F.G^J  J  Witt  5-8-13 - P  P  ll*pl|y  (5)  7 

5  3600  BREBMflCH A8AN 20 (C0.F.G} TUfe 34-11.  WNaemS 
.  6  0504  EASILBGH  9  (C0&9  R  HotoEhcad  647 —  F  Lynch  (7)  1 

7  0831  MASWM  35  (CD^AS)  R  QSdMn  1047 - ACM11 

8  0140  SUPU1LA0  34  (F.G]  A  Hamm  (BcO  346 - J  Tsb  2 

9  0003  DES8TT WATER 24 JW00H 345 - JtttonlO 

10  6026  THE  UTTLE  FEHRET  9  (Dfl  A  Morn  547.  _  TWMatra  12 

1}  0-0  SHEDANSAA 17J  G  L  Mom  341 - N  Adams  8 

12  0100  aiPHYUJA  31J  fl  Bob  Janes  37-13 _ J  Fanoog  5 

5-2  Soenca's  tewnge,  7-2  Evasat  4-1  Saad  CMnas.  Atom,  141 
GrecnAh  Again.  Eoc^to.  12-1  Swerto.  14-1  oaws. 


Onieier  noma  chase  a  Hotoam  (2m  TiD 
good).  SHULTAN  beg  cdon  bea  Hauaes  tel  B 
15-Riner  8egimB  Qua  al  Clonmel  (2m 

CB  tom)  SHAWWELL  MM  gfl  4H  ol  6 
Tmcis  in  novnx  chase  a  Neetode  (2m 


SMIL  SADR  taled  ofl  5m  of  II  to  Tata 
in  handlcan  chase  om  comse  and  dstance 
b  nrmfSOLQMAN  SPHNBS  best  aflon 
Haitfifc  2m  to  haafee  l*nte  a 
liOyd.  good  to  tan)  1st  season 
FORBDQBt  TIME 


12.40  THYME  MAHJBf  HURDLE 

(Div  t  £2.374: 2m  II)  (16  ninnere) 

101  BLUE CLAWCYR Erast 6-11-5 - Jfmfl  ” 

102  1-32  CRACK  ON  14  rap  Kn«K  5-11-5 - GMcCowi  ffl 

103  0/  DPOTW HU 604 RDfcMn 7-11-5 - DUfererttTi  - 

104-  FARADAY DUtCNfl 5-11  -5 - DMcClh  - 

105  1-  GORDON 328 (SIR Bmtherton4-ii-5, - __  LHanxry  - 

106  0/  UTTTUIWALD 604 K Beley 4T 1-5 - JOsInme  — 

107  0  leWS  FROM  AFAR  44  6taS  MBams  4-11-5 - A  Tory  - 

108.  4  PACtfC  POWER  803F  A  James  5-17-5 - WUnston  - 

109  .  PBtfUUS PLIGHT 20FWMIA 4-1 1-5 - MRktods  - 

110  3*  POTTHTS BAY 41  DMchotao 411-5 - AMapto  90 

111  SC0TTEH  BAMBI 181F  PWrttw  7-11-5 - HBeOamy  - 

112  7S2-  WHATTAB0BZ79(5)NHntasn41T-5_  MAFtWnrid  - 

113  1/B  WEZO  23  flfl  WUng  5-TI-5 - BPmrel  - 

114  YOUNBTlttlDN  1*5 JTtahHtonrs 4-17-5 - RQnm  - 

115  /04  QAHCN6  BAREFOOT  35  DC  Taster  41 1-0.  MGrflUB0  - 

TIB  -  UWCBU RAM 411-0 - -  R  JOfBBao  (3)  - 

7-4  Cask  On.  3-1  MHttanh  42  Poors  Bay,  7-1  Woo.  41  Borden.  141 
Peritao  Pfirfd.  Saattai  BmU  12-1  cBwa. 

1.10  THYME  NUffiaiHUHDUc 

(Drvlt.£2,374-2m10(16). 

201.  AUAfnTBmSSCEgenon4II-6 - -  JOatooma  - 

VS.  6  9LA2E0F OAK  17 4 fortef 41VS  — - — .AteMB  - 
203  B0HEMMN  HARMONY  Ifcs  C  Mnxj  5-11-5—  D  QdtoDha'  “ 

20*-.  0.  aOW  HAZE  8  CWBdmn  4-11-5 - A  Tory  69 

23  313-  BBUUJEHTEOJBMME 237(0^) NHendeow 4-114 _ 

MAnEgnl  — 

.206.  Af  FBE  STALKER  699P  D Cn  7-M-5 - -  D  MMr  - 

207  ‘  HOtCY MOUNT BIFNWaM 4-11 -5 - APMcCry  - 

208--  IU8E BOUND 4T7FW Maun 4-11-5 - “ 

209  '  W  LAD  BACK  081  821  B  Paling  5-1 1-5 - -Bfi*?”  " 

210  43T  NORDIC  UM60FPHd«IS  41 1-5 - ^¥.***5  " 


hi  D  RINA UARA 37 Mrs SWBBms 4-11-6 - -  3JMM»  - 

na  ^  SHABANAZ20FWAtt1411-5 — - “ 

M3  DM  STEADY  BARKB1  IB  R  Atom  5-11-6 - Mr*llS2!  ^ 

rn  W»  BETY6WBH 16  fi  Pm*  41V0 - - — — ^ 

H5  .  4  Pfwrs  COWBT  265  H  Haste  4-11-0 — Utewg  - 
MB  TAD&LAL  16F  W  G  M  Tmw  4-11-0. - -  AThoneon  - 

1-10  QMtoni  Bvtoana  4-1  Nonflc  Wne.  41  Haw  Mart.  41  Bto  Ol  (Me 
i^T^nrz.  12-1  R*  Sato.  14-{  rthns.  -  - 


3.10  C0MFREY  UAIMN  CHASE 

(£3,620: 3m  11 110yd)  (16) 

601  DP-2  A«mCRB)  21  S&aeiSwi  8-11-5 - J  Ratoon  8? 

602  0067  BA0B1AY  PRMCE 133B  Mrs  J  Rertoc-BmiE  411-5 

R&«em  - 

603  44-2  BAU.YMBYR 54 S UtS* 411-5. — - NMaei  81 

604  43-5  06 MTTWR 21  (BF) 0 ttJmtao 411-5 — . —  AMBffdm  - 

605  /23  (KRCH  LAW  15  AtaL  Tartar  411-5 - ■*$***  @ 

HE  CVO  COUNTRY  PARSON  8  J  McComdfe  411-5-.-  R  Balwa  - 

607  ITALIAN  MAN  G  CGateS-JOBS  7-11-5 - W  Mefirtuta  - 

GOB  04F  UWI.YIKG »*SS1LE 33 R Oekto 7-11-5 - —  BPtMl  - 

609  3463  UAROWA GALE  13 NMtoaB 7-11-5 - C MaBdt  96 

610  2  PRICRS  HLL 17  K  Batay  411-5 - JOshome  98 

611  3-15  TEAIRADB1 29  ffAS]  Ms L  f&ftanfe  411-5-  Mfllehai*  - 

612  40F  WALLY'S  0PEAM 10  A  Janas  411-5 - 0  Leahy  - 

613  P4  WARJB1S SPORTS 20BPPHm6S 41 1-5 - APMcCoy  - 

614  14-  COUNTRY  FUNS  2B5P  (SJ  L  Ccflrefl  7-11-0...  teL-Wort  - 

615  PEPPSTN  THYW  P  mba  5-11-9 - GMcCoat  - 

616  -6P2  WARR0WH1 16  (B)  A  CaroB  7-11-0 - R  Bento  76 

9-4  Ptto’s  HI,  7-2  B8a  Artiv.  41  Chutcb  lm.  41  Arctic  Red,  41  Yfir  Roaa. 
Mnmtm  fide,  141  wjnwr.  12-1  W»wrt  %«ns.  14-1  ttoers. 


1 .00  LONDON  CAR  HIRE  AMATEUR  RIDERS 
HANDICAP  (£2,517:  lm  21)  (14) 

1  3236  MBRALASANYIIW  81  (CJ),F££)  A  Bariay  412-0 

USs  0  Gatehouse  (4)  11 

2  6310  sevansis  LUCKY  57(G)  OehJmi  3-11-10 

Miss  0J  Jodis  (4)  6 

3  1000  BAOMEW33J  (G)  8  UemUyn  3-11-10 - JLUerteyo  12 

4  -950  ABSOUXTaYMYRE  170 flR A«na 4-71-10  TMcCardv 3 

5  -002  9R  NORMAN  HXT  43  R  ITSiMan  411-9 

16cAtaiOl5 

6  1DB0  TOBAL  PEACE  1*  (COAS)  B  Grttoy  3-11-8 

■  MsMTtagey(4]  14 

7  4140  ALMIAfTARAM  49  (B^.fi)  MSS  6  KsHmay  3-11-2 

MAimytogeZ 

B  (46  TAKE  THO  SJ  (FS  J  White  7-1413. _ NWnR(7>K) 

9  3003  RETENOGR  75  ffi/O)  J  Pwte  41412 - l*lLPm»4- 

10  6005  0WD6ET1S  6  (ftF.G)  G  L  IM<e  3-1410 - K  Sot*  (4)  8 

11  0400  SALTS  16  0  Arista*  3-146 - - Ms  0  ArttthnnM 

12  42B  MOKTOWE 10J  (F.GSJJ  Jrtnt  5-146 —  Mlfemtall(4)9 
.  ’  13  0600  RRSN0R1B1 20  (&S)  K  Bbhop  410-0-  Mss  A  Perdy  (4113 

14  0600  MANAN  3  (COf.G)  R  tacocfc447 —  Ms  C  PeaHMk  (7)  7 
9-2  Sr  Normal  Hot  5-1  Mattbar«ni.  Retards.  41  Atouhisam.  7-1 
VcDsn.  6-i  Tttsd  Pern.  AhssUaly  Feyre.  141  otters. 


1  .30  BROOKNKatfT  GUARDING  CLA1MWG 

STAKES  (Div  8:  £2,828: 1m)  (12) 

1  0001  S1AKT  SUPP0SH 16  (V.C0JQ  C  Daytr  4-47 —  CttoyerS 

2  0410  0AMCMQ  HEART  20  (B.CJ=.G)Bltaaafl  445—  JFEgatB 
.  3  0021  MR IS6MM)  16  (CILF.B)  G  l  Moore 441  SW«enfi4 

4  08  CALGARY 8RL 16 PBtoens 440 - NAdtonl 

5  4S00  GALLIC  VKTTORY  67J  (D/G)  John  Berry  4-413 

SFa*ner(7)2 

6  24K  MR  MEDLEY  24  (BF)  R  tenon  4411 - WWvhbs12 

7  0600  0GZLBI 20J  (B,DJFfl  J  ftuBcn  6-410 -  G  Barries*  7 

8  007-  VINTAGE  fl®  14J  N  TetotOfrOwtoe  5-8-9 - VSBUyiO 

9  0302  N0R0E  DOLL  16  B  HDs  448 - - - AlfcSto»5 

10  046  PBTTBM’S  R.YB1  20  (E9  S  Eato  4-43 _ Cft*Sr8 

11  0000  GRBM  (KUJGHTLY 15  (F,^  DWUsce  4-8-3  _  L  Newton  (5)  9 

12  TfBPl£UedftHteg*i'«-Z - SSanderell 

2-1  ID  NnesU.  M  Sate  Surse*.  4-i  OareSu  Hart.  WNonkMUQ-i 
Triple.  IM  Mr  Matoy,  141  Pertorito  Flys.  241  ahera 


3.20  BOVULE  HANDICAP  CHASE 

(£2,821:  2m  3Q  (4  rwras) 


1  305341  StCLAS  WiCTOST  10  (S)  (N  Masai]  N  Mason  9-11-10.  _  S  Heagrlh  (7)  « 

2  22F-412  JUfflCtAL  Fell  11  Offi  (Ms  E  NeMnid)  N  Tkrider  411-4 - M  D*yw  ffl 

3  244035  NOTH  PRDE  9  0S}  (J  Mb)  M  Bants  141412 - P  Waggon  98 

4  43UPZ2  RWBT  RED  20  fl  (K  FnM)  K  Fraa  4149 - — - P  Mdoughtn  94 

BETTBB: «  Sate  HSoasL  55  Rfa*  Red.  41  JuScU  FUd.  41  Nnto  Pride. 

1994:  STRONG  APPROACH  41413  A  Putin  (52)  J  daiton  6  rat 


FORM  FOCUS 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


TRAKR&:  S  WBSans.  4  anws  from  15  rtmeis.  26.7*.  Bob  Jonas. 
6  tat  23. 26.1%:  6  Leato.  17  tarn  Tl.  239tot  M  Prasoat.  23  ten 
99. 232%;  P  Clrie.  23  hen  103,  223%. 

JOCKEYS:  T  Ashley,  3  mean  (ran  8  rides.  37.5%;  Aranda  Satate, 
5  ran  35,  M^LSWMmnh.  17  tom  123, Atters.21 
kom  194. 10.8%.  u  Biggs.  AS  torn  425. 196V 


Wets:  N  Henderson.  13  trims  hum  26  nnws,  540%;  A 
MO.  5  »bd  12, 41  JVC  Egaton.  3  tom  8. 373V  C  Braote,  4 
» 12, 333V  M  Pipe. 30  tram  98. 303V 

EV  a’MSSTKSVJEl 

It «  jnm.- «!  UHMU  11  ton  54 19UV 


i  dm  64  i.  Broughtons  Formula  u 
sen,  7-2:  2.  Glow  Faun  (7-1),  3, 
nB(11-4tav).T4ran  2W.3  WMus9on. 
E52Q-.  El  3a  E240.  E2M.  OF  :  E33.40 
36.60  CSF.  £29  74.  Truce  E7531 
(51)  1.  Ztog/s  Dpicar  (S  D  Wifems. 

0  tor):  a  riwi  Ma»c  {9-1).  3. 
3W  Jury  ®-1l.  e  ran.  NR:  Hover  Go! 
*1,  IK  I  t  Atoorv  Toto  £429.  £230, 

,  £4  (».  OF-  £1440  Tito  E63.60.  CSF, 

0  Tricast  £234  49- 

71)  1.  Ultra  Barley  (M  Bah).  42  Jt-tau}: 
tin  Gaz  (42  ji-fm).  1  ftariandserts 
n  (6-1)  12  ran  3»L  SiLPHastomToiy 
;  El.Tft  £190.  £190.  DF:  £7.70.  Tnn 
0.  CSF  £a54. 

too  1,  Camtarthsn  Bay  U  WCams, 

I.  CreakinQ  I11-2J:  3.  Dflflw  RWr  (T2-1J. 

niche  5-2  tor.  9  ran  8,6.  GLMcoe 

ES.4Q:  £140,  £200.  £820  DF:  £6730 
20.  CSF-  £20.50 

;iml  1.  Easy  Chok*  Ctok.  M):  2. 
Valentina  (6-0:  3.  toutoura  Ffcnara  ■ 
.Souh  Easton  Fred  11-4  to  9  ran  a. 

DF.  £21.80  Ttta  £50 JO-  CSF.  £2332. 
t  £209  08 

71)  1.  Scissor  RWpe  (J  <>££.45:2. 
ia  (5-1),  3.  irg  So  Easy  (33-1)  Sally 
-2  to  i3ran.Nft 


(33-1)  Sally 
Gtf.  Seram 


to.  31.  J  Brktoor.  TaK^2O.  £200. 
ZZ7D.  DF:  £790  Trto  £215  44  CSF: 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


RACING 


TRAINERS 

Wins 

Rtj 

% 

C  ThnMgn 

4 

8 

SOD 

J  dorr 

4 

13 

308 

L  Uhqd 

N  TTrSa 

8 

7 

33 

33 

242 

212 

M.H  Easteby 

Us  V  Aariey 

11 

5 

76 

36 

14.5 

13D 

JOCKEYS 

MMS 

Was 

% 

A  S  Srnrti 

12 

36 

332 

M  Dnysr 

IB 

62 

29.0 

P  tons 

17 

62 

20.7 

AQoOOfc 

« 

76 

tlG 

R  Garrfly 

13 

91 

14D 

D  Byrne 

6 

e 

143 

Coamnentaiy 

Can  0891 500 123 

Results 

Can  0891 100 123 


Maguire  strikes 

ADRIAN  MAGUIRE  re¬ 
turned  from  a  month's  ab¬ 
sence  because  of  injury  with  a 
winner  at  Towcester  yester¬ 
day.  guiding  Boss’s  Bank  to 
victory  in  the  BCA  Standard 
Open  National  Hunt  Hal 
race.  Maguire  was  passed  fit 
by  die  racecourse  doctor  be¬ 
fore  the  meeting. 


2J»  (2m  41  110yd  hde)  1  J^taad  (£ 
CfWan.  14-11:  2.  Bazoo  of  Troy  (7-1).  3. 
Atokan  Hair  (B-1)  Wceray  RJer  W  to.  9 
ran  JH.  II.  J  Norton.  Tote  £2250;  £300. 
£290.  £2.60.  DF:  £75  SO  Trio:  £6490  (pan 
won;  pool  d  £68.02  canted  toward  »i*>  a 
Herafeid  today)  CSF:  £9841.  Tricast 

trace. 

230  an  110yd  ch)  1.  Peruvian  Site  (R 
Guest,  7-2);  2  Jason's  Boy  (1 0430):  3.  Lyrre 
Goto  (41)  Qtolc Hal 3-1  to  10 ran  K1.9I. 
Mrs SBnwt. Tore  £430; £1 30,  £1.40,  £390. 
DF:  £7.10.  Tito  £8730  CSF.  £15  B9.  TncesC 
£924)4. 

340  (2m  41 110yd  ch)  1.  Lanya  Lord  (A  P 
McCoy.  5-2):  2.  Betad  Bay  (341f.  3. 
Sutooskt  (12-1).  Easby  Joter  5-4  to  6 
ran.  a.  M.  P  facboto  Tola.  £370:  £1.10 
£$00.  DF:  £27830.  CSF:  £4430 
330  ran  hdtoll,  Simply  (APMcCoy.  5-1);  2, 
M  Moraiy  (2-6  to);  1  Tristan's  Comet 
DM),  fi  ran.  Si,  251.  T  McGovern  Toto 
£530;  £230,  £T30  DF:  £2.40.  C$F:  £735 
Ptoapoe  £139,00.  OuadpoC  £1640. 

Ljngfield  Park 

Goins  standard 

1230  (77)  1,  Hawal  Sbktti  (J  VMaiu.  41). 
a  Maid  Wataome  (7-1);  3.  Oir  Snartea  (7-1  j; 
4.  Sharp  Imp  (7-2  tori-  16  ran  II.  3»l.  D 
Branch  Dave  Taa  £1230;  ElflO,  £130. 
£230. £160. OF  £2680  Tro  £2700. CSF; 
EB6.10.  Trims:  £383.36 


Reports  »nd  softs 
from  die  third 
Tea  at  Durban 

CaD  0891  881 461 


CRICKET 


Calls  cost  39p  per  min  cheap  rate 
49p  per  mm  *t  aB  other  times 


DECEMBER 


15 1995 


RACING  35 


jj£gg!jLas  industry  committee’s  chairman  keeps  critics  waiting 

McCIoy  delivers  belated  apology 


Rv  Dlruinnr.. _ 


12-50OM  Habits 

1.20  wais  Tel  mar 
1^0  Fryup  Satellite 


THUNDERER 

2L20  Forbidden  Time 
2.50  in  A  Moment 
320  Sheilas  HHIcrest 


GUIDE  TO  OUR.IN-UNE  RACECARD 

101  113743  GOTO  TBK 13  (BF/AS1  Mrs  D  flahfnson)  B  KaB  174 _ 9  West  (7)  88 


dsqofflSKl).  htoa's  rant  Days  stact  tsl 

WFltt  (B  — motes. v  —  risor.  H —  "W-  t*na  »  >oiw  Age  and 

E-bwhteta  C— twrewima.  D-  Pto  aiy  atoeace.  71*  Tries 

dstaice  m  CO— cause  aid  Usance  Pmae  Hmdttappsr's  rafog. 

GOING:  GOOD  TP  FIRM  (GOOD  IN  PLACES)  _ SIS 

1 2.50  CATTERICK  LUCKY  SEVENS  INSTANT  GAMBLE  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

(Amateurs:  £2,229: 2m  3f)  (13  runners) 

I Jtnw# s-12-0...  tfcsSKmw*  - 

-11-13 - MtePRotaui  (7)  9B 

10 . . . Utas  R  dart  (7)  08 

MO  SBraral  411-7...  MMstonfe)  96 

- Mes  P  Jcnes  (S)  90 

411-2 _ _ _  CBmnrdl  @ 

- J  Mcfiran  (7)  04 

■1412 _ Stows  97 

•II - I  Bate  0  - 

hl47 _ P  Many  (7)  90 

_ R  Ttaiton  0  80 

kfs  E  Moacmo  13-10-0  L  Corcoran  (7)  - 

41041 _ T  IMMate  (7)  94 


Long  ftamlcap:  Gone  Aaoy  s-io. 


ftrt.  42  AMe  Pbyar,  41  fly  To  The  End.  41  Rnscmwnon  Joe.  141 


1 .50  RAFFYARD  HOUSE  SBUNG  HURDLE 

(£1,958:  2m  31)  (7  runners) 

1  104022  JOYRIDER  23  (S)  flte  joyriders)  MBs  M  Umgm  411-7 - R  Guest  S 

2  2544 P8  SAFARI  PARK  17  (F)  (R  Better)  W  Bettel  411-2 _ A  S  tenlh  - 

3  OPO-SO  BIXYT06KSLAD  67  IP  Acortey)  Mm  V  Atari*  4-11-0 _ P  Gated  0)  - 

4  00  HMJP  SA1BJUTE  17  U  lees)  Mn  J  Bmm  411-0 _ E  Ubtfm  0  60 

5  POTTO  SHARP  AT  SK  36  (Us  L  Din  T  Dw  5=11-0 -  L  Wya  90 

6  046(1  TSS7ATE  IB  (Us  K  CUmtorn)  F  Mutfrr  4149 - P  Cariwiy  - 

7  DO- 5300  WWTEGA7ESPRMCESS  9  (tod  (tan)  8  Bison  4149_ _ B  Hrdng  (3)  78 

BE77MG:  46  Joyrid*.  5-1  Stel  Part.  4t  Fryup  SapOi.  HWegatasprlnKss.  41  Step  Ai  S4  >41  Rariata. 
25-1  BS^tabrnstel 

1891:  BOLD  PUR5U1T  5-114)  M  Deyr  (3-1)  J  Ftagerid  9  an 

FORM  FOCUS 


2.20  WESTHORPE  NOVICES  CHASE 

(£2.846:  3m  II  110yd)  (6  runners) 

1  2213-21  FQRSODEN  71*  23  (S3)  (Us  J  Paster)  L  teigo  7-11-6 - T  Feed  ffi 

2  4140PB  SHULTAN  11  fl  U  Wark)  J  teds  411-1 _ K  Jons  - 

3  Pfy  FARMER'S  HAND  601  (X  Morton)  B  BHsan  411-0 _ B  Haling  (3)  - 

4  5/P33-34  SUWWai  20  (FG)  (Us  J  Snte)  J  Ctetei  4114) - B  tony  68 

5  F5UP4B  SHUL  SAW  16  fl  (Us  S  SmSij  Us  S  Smlto  411-0 _  R  Buga  73 

6  PWWF  GOLDMAN  SPTOfflS  a  (F)  (Mrs  V  tori)  Us  V  Wad  M4l3.  D  Parte  (3)  - 
BETTM6:  4-6  Fortadflon  Tana,  5-2  Shawml.  41  Sotoran  Springs.  12-1  tori)  San.  141  Bhutan.  33-1 
Fanrart  Hand. 

1994:  P0RTQMA 1412-0  P  Kim  (1411  ?4v)  Mr.  U  tentoy  2  rai 

FORM  FOCUS 
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Mathis  finds 
the  faith 
to  face  threat 
of  Tyson 

From  SrikuMar  Sen,  boxing  correspondent 

IN  PHILADELPHIA 


No  net  gains  from  battle  of  Hastings 


IF  YOU  were  to  line  up  Buster 
Mathis  Jr  alongside  six  other 
heavyweights  and  ask  a  non- 
boxing  man  to  pick  out  Mike 
Tyson’s  opponent  here  tomor¬ 
row.  you  could  bet  your  life  he 
would  not  point  at  Mathis. 

Mathis  does  not  look  the 
part  He  appears  an  over¬ 
weight  middleweight,  being 
just  one  inch  taller  than 
Tyson,  at  6ft  A  dog  collar 
rather  than  boxing  gloves 
might  seem  more  appropriate 
on  the  reserved  United  States 
Boxing  Association  heavy¬ 
weight  champion.  If  he  had 
enough  money,  he  would  have 
given  up  boxing  to  spread  the 
word  of  Jesus.  His  mother  is  a 
Jehovah’s  Witness,  as  was  his 
father  Buster  Mathis  Sr.  who 
died  last  September. 

“If  I  had  Tyson's  money  1 
would  be  gone  like  a  shot," 
Mathis  said.  “1  feel  sorry  for 
Tyson.  He’s  got  all  the  money 
and  recognition  and  he  doesn’t 
seem  happy.” 

Still  a  bachelor  at  25.  Mathis 
lives  with  his  mother  in  Wyo¬ 
ming,  Michigan,  and  prefers 
to  concentrate  on  his  studies  to 
gain  a  BSc  in  Computer 
Science  than  on  boxing.  “I’m 
not  your  average  kid  who  has 
come  up  from  the  streets 
looking  for  his  next  meal.  My 
mother  is  a  Jehovah’S  Witness 
and  my  father  was  a  Witness, 
too.  I  am  not  a  dedicated 
Witness  but  I  like  learning 
about  the  Almighty. 

“I  am  an  honest  human 
being.  I  dont  smoke,  don’t  do 
drugs,  dont  party,  dont  drink 
and  I  have  no  car.  I  take  my 
money  and  put  it  in  the  bank 
and  invest  it  I  buy  no  fancy 
clothes.  There's  no  lady  in  my 
life.  No  one  wants  me.  f  live 
with  my  mum.  Joan,  and  most 
definitely  I’m  Mama’s  boy.  big 
time." 

Mathis  is  as  modest  as  his 


Mathis:  taught  by  father 


father  was.  Boxing  was  never 
•  the  topic  of  conversation 
around  the  Mathis  household 
even  though  his  father  was  a 
top  contender  in  the  golden 
days  of  All  and  Frazier  and 
boxed  with  them.  “I  found  out 
about -my  father  from  neigh¬ 
bours  and  by  rifling  through 
clippings  about  his  fight  with 
Frazier,"  Mathis  said. 

In  short  Buster  Mathis  Jr  is 
too  much  of  a  nice  guy  to  be  in 
the  position  to  be  brutalised  by 
Tyson  at  the  Spectrum  tomor¬ 
row.  Yet  by  a  curious  irony. 
Matins  has  learnt  the  same 
boxing  philosophy  as  Tyson. 
He  was  taught  by  his  father, 
who  was  trained  by  Cus 
D’Amato,  as  was  Tyson. 
When  he  asked  his  father  to 
teach  him  boxing.  Mathis  Sr 
said:  “Son.  you  can  play 
football,  you  can  play  base¬ 
ball,  but  remember,  you  can’t 
play  boxing.” 

Mathis  took  this  advice 
seriously.  Under  his  father’s 
tutelage  he  practised  boxing 
for  a  full  year  before  even 
attempting  to  spar.  He  started 
boxing  as  an  amateur  in  1986, 
won  the  Golden  Gloves  and  a 
few  other  amateur  titles, 
turned  professional  in  1991 
and  is  unbeaten  in  22  contests. 
On  Ids  record  he  has  names 
such  as  Levi  Billups.  Mike 
Dixon.  Mike  Hunter,  Alex 
Garcia  and  Riddick  Bowe. 
The  bout  with  Bowe  was 
indecisive,  as  it  was  declared  a 
no-contest  after  Bowe  hit  him 
while  he  was  still  on  the  floor. 

Mathis  is  trained  by  Joey  1 
Farielio.  also  of  the  D’Amato 
school  and  a  close  friend  of  the 
boxer's  father.  “My  father  told 
me  to  stay  with  Joey.”  Mathis 
said.  “My  father  couldn't  read 
or  write,  but  he  could  read 
people."  » 

Even  though  Mathis  does 
not  have  a  punch  to  deter 
Tyson.  Farielio  says,  techni¬ 
cally,  he  is  as  accomplished  as 
other  heavyweights  and  can 
look  after  himself —  though  he 
did  not  say  for  how  long. 

Although  Mathis  has  beat 
given  no  chance.  Tyson  would 
do  well  to  remember  another 
Buster  in  his  life  —  Douglas. 
Just  as  Mathis  lost  his  father 
recently.  Douglas,  too.  lost  his 
mother  just  before  his  sensa¬ 
tional  victory  over  Tyson.  Both 
Mathis  and  Douglas  come 
from  the  mid-WesL  Douglas 
was  given  no  chance  just  like 
Mathis:  Douglas  was  42-1. 
Mathis  is  25-1. 


It  has  always  been  a  good 
fixture,  England  v 
Germany,  and  our  record 
is  sound:  Fred  Perry  beat 

Gottfried  von  Cramm  at  Wim¬ 
bledon  and  we  took  the  World 
Cup  in  1966  and  while  they 
are  currently  ahead  in  Formu¬ 
la  One  motor  raring,  we  are 
murdering  them  in  the  triple 
jump. 

I  thought  Hastings,  where 
the  contest  was  to  take  place,  a 
strange  choice . . .  like  France 
naming  Arincourt  as  the  ven¬ 
ue  for  playing  us  at  real 
tennis:  as  I  made  my  way 
there  I  think  1  might  have 
discovered  what  it  was  that 
undid  us  929  years  ago:  the 
location.  On  the  South  East¬ 
ern  line.  Hastings  is  ten  stops 
from  Tunbridge  Wells  and  if 
you  need  reinforcement  when 
the  day  goes  against  you. 
speed  of  access  ana  facility  of 
approach  are  paramount 
At  7pra  proceedings  started 


FREUD 

ON  FRIDAY 


in  the  most  crvffised  manner 
non-playing  captain  Jill 
Parker  MBE  led  out  our 
women’s  team,  non-playing 
captain  Desmond  Douglas 
MBE  was  at  the  head  of  our 
men.  The  deputy  mayor  arri¬ 
ved  to  welcome  both  nations' 
representatives  and  shake 
their  bands  before  we  stood 
for  the  national  anthems: 
Deutschland  Uber  A  Ues 
played  rather  more  quietly 
than  God  Save  the  Queen,  but 
that  may  be  because  Germany 
is  and  Her  Majesty  needs  afl 
the  help  that  is  available. 

“Thank  you  distinguished 
guests;  it  remains  for  me  only 
to  invite  the  team  captains  to 
wish  each  other  good  luck.”  a 
cultured  voice  over  the  public 
address  system  said. 

Hastings  sports  centre  is  in 
Bohemia  Read  not  far  from 
the  pier.  The  crowd  was  about 
200.  politely  partisan  and  the 
men’s  and  women’s  table 
tennis  events  take  place  simul¬ 
taneously  on  the  centre's  ad¬ 
joining  courts. 

Our  men  are  striving  for 
survival  in  the  European 
league  super  division  which 
they  have  graced  for  20  years. 
Our  women  have  had  a 
successful  time  of  it  and  are 
up  there,  near  toe  top.  fighting 
for  honours.  My  mentor  said: 
“Germany  are  tough  competi¬ 
tors.” 

Each  court  is  substantial  in 
size  with  the  table  in  the 
middle  seeming  almost  an 


Matthew  Syed.  of  England,  demonstrates  his  extraordinary  service  action  during  the 
defeat  by  Germany  in  the  European  table  tennis  league.  Photograph:  Andrew  Hasson 


irrelevance.  A  firm  called 
Joola  have  sponsored  the 
men’s  league  so  you  have  a 
Joola  surface  with  Joola  bats 
hitting  Joola  balls  over  Joola 
nets;  players  dry  their  perspir¬ 
ing  faces  with  Joola  towels 
taken  from  the  Joola  linen 
cupboard.  The  women’s 
league  is  provisioned  by  But¬ 
terfly  of  Japan. 

It  begins  with  the  knock-up 
which  is  mind-blowing  if  you 


thought  you  play  ping  pong, 
watch  ten  seconds  of  knock- 
up  —  in  the  course  of  which 
the  ball  crosses  the  net  and  is 
returned  23  times,  never  rising 
more  than  an  inch  above  die 
tape  —  and  reconsider. 

Each  court  is  administered 
by  a  referee  and  two  umpires; 
I  watch  Chen  Xin  Hua,  who 
comes  from  Rotherham, 
though  not  originally,  play  a 
valiant  game  against  Richard 


Prause.  who  kept  in  constant 
eye  contact  with  the  German 
coach,  who  greeted  every  win¬ 
ning  point  regardless  of 
whether  it  had  been  won  by 
skill  or  unforced  error  with 
variations  of  “bravo”  taken 
from  the  German  Thesaurus: 
“ Toll  trau,  fan  and  ja 
mensdc  all  received  their 
outings.  -Chen  won  in  the 
third  set  On  the  distaff  court 
Luton’s  Lisa  Lomas  lost  to 


Nicola  Struse  I  did  not  care 
for  her  eurhythmies  at  19-19  in 
the  final  game  when  her 
opponent  was  waiting  to 
serve. 

A  match  consists  of  seven 
■  gamesthree  singles,  one  dou¬ 
ble then  timee  more  re¬ 
arranged  singles.  The  first 
team  to  get  four  wins  takes  the 
points.  Our ,  women  sue- 
:  combed  by  four  games  to  mL 
Ourmen  put  up  a  tremendous 
fight  with  Matthew  Syed  the 
player  of  tiie  night  We  lost  by 
the  odd  game  in  seven,  Syed 
having  beaten  both  his  oppo¬ 
nents,  winning  bis  first  game 
after  trailing  18-12  ...  not  a 
position  from  which  one  tends 
to  win. 

But  Syed  from  Reading  via 
Bafliol  College,  Oxford,  where 
he  took  a  First  in  politics, 
philosophy  and  economics,  is 
no  ordinary  player.  Having 
achieved  some  fame  as  an 
exponent  of  defence  —  be  can 

‘A  strange  choice 
—  like  France 
using  Agincourt 
as  the  venue 
for  real  tennis’ 

stand  two  full  tableJengfos 
behind  die  playing  surface 
and  nine  times  out  of  ten 
return  smashes  with  stunning 
accuracy— he  has  now  devel¬ 
oped  an  attacking  side  to  bis 
game. 

An  outgoing,  likeable,  en¬ 
gaging  man.  he  is  toying  with 
foe  idea  of  becoming  foe  next 
prime  minigter  but  three:  in 
foe  meantime  he  has  signed 
for  tire  French  table  tennis 
league  dub,  Montpellier,  and 
flies  out  to  their  matches,  has 
three  times  won  foe  $10,000  1 
Sears  international  in  Chica-  | 
go  and  is  likely  to  qualify  for 
one  of  the  64  places  in  tire  I 
Atlanta  Olympics  at  the 
Manchester  eliminators  next 
month. 

In  the  days  when  10.000 
people  watched  table  tennis  at 
Wembley,  be  would  have 
been  a  contestant  for  Sports 
Personality  of  tire  Yean  dark, 
handsome,  athletic,  fast  with 
an  indomitable  will  to  win 
and  foe  ability  to  come  back 
from  adversity,  he  also  has 
one  of  the  all-time  ginning 
serves. 

He  stands  at  foe  side  of  foe 
table,  raises  his  right  leg.  digs 
in  the  left  toe.  throws  up  the 
ball  and  as  it  is  about  to 
disappear  under  foe  table  his 
bat  comes  from  foe  region  of 
his  jock  strap  and  viciously 
spins  foe  ball  across  foe  net  as 
his  arm  brushes  his  side.  He 
punctuates  the  serve  by 
stamping  his  right  foot  on  foe 
floor.  We  shall  hear  a  great 
deal  about  this  man  who  will 
bring  credit  to  British 
sport 


West  Indies 
squaring 
up  to  the 
dilemma 
over  Lara 

Bv  Simon  Wilde 

CRICKET  in  foe  Caribbean 
has  not  known  a  crisis  such  as 
foe  one  facing  it  now  since 
Kerry  Packer threw  foe  game 
into  worldwide  turmoil  18 
years  ago.  Whatever  action  the. 
West  Indies  Cricket  Board  of 
Control  takes  against  Brian 
Lara  today,  the  island  rivalries . 
that  have  best  inflametTby  foe 
on-going  —  and  now  -very' 
public  —  dispute  between  foe 
West  Indies  team  manage¬ 
ment  and  its  leading  player 
are  unlikely  to  be  brought  to 
an  aid-  .  • 

Since  Lara  preopifated  foe 
crisis  fast  month  by  withdraw¬ 
ing  at  the  eleventh  hour  from  a . 
minor  tour  of  Australia,  both 
sides  have  made  their  posit¬ 
ions  clear,  the  management 
through  foe  unprecedented 
means  of  leaking  confidential 
reports  about  the  tour  of 
England  earlier  this  year. 

Lara  believes  that  weak 
management  and  insubordi¬ 
nation  among  senior  players, 
have  reached  intolerable  lev¬ 
els.  Wes  Hall,  the  West  Indies 
manager,  and  Richie  Richard¬ 
son,  the  captain,  think  Lara  is 
being  damaged  by  his  unpar¬ 
alleled  commercial  demands 
and  has  ambitions  to  captain . 
foe  team  himsd£,  though  one 
would  have  thought  the  added 
responsibility  of  captain^ 
was  the  last  thing  he  needed. 

The  board  is  on  a  hiding  to 
nothing,  (f  it  does  not  disci¬ 
pline  Lara,  and  leaves  the  way 
open  for  him  to  rejoin  the  team 
for  the  World  Cup  in  Rforu- 
ary,  it  will  invite  accusations 
of  favouritism  and  further 
outspoken  attacks.  Jfit  fines  or 
suspends  Lara,  it.  will  make 
itself  unpopular  with  many 
sections  of  foe  public  and  may 
further  alienate  a  player  it  can 
ill  afford  to  be  without 

Lara  has  said  that  even  if  he 
were  invited  to  play  in  foe 
'World  Cup.  he  would  have  to 
consider  whether  he  should 
accept.  Indeed,  it  is  hard  to  see 
how  he  could  work  effectively 
again  with  Hall  or  Richard¬ 
son.  both  of  whom  —  like 
Andy  Roberts,  the  coach  — 
have  been  confirmed  in  their 
positions  for  the  World  Cup. 
But  when  all  is  said  and  done, 
no  governing  body  can  allow 
itself  to  be  dictated  to  by  .one 
player.  Lara  craves  leadership 
and  an  end  to  insubordina¬ 
tion.  The  West  Indies  board 
should  make  a  start  forthwith. 

Speaking  from  Australia, 
where  his  side  is  preparing  to 
play  Sri  Lanka  today.  Rich¬ 
ardson  was  anxious  to  play 
down  foe  rift  “I  want  to  focus 
on  what  we’ve  got  to  do  in  the 
World  Series,"  he  said.  “The 
Lara  situation  is  behind  us.” 


i  SHEEHAN*on  BRIDGE 


Keene  on  chess 


By  Robert  Sheehan,  bridge 

CORRESPONDENT 

This  Refresher  is  about  safety 
play.  How  would  you  set 
about  Six  Hearts  on  a  dia¬ 
mond  lead? 

*K06 

♦  A  K  8 

*Q J8652 

WM,  . 

■  WV-.  E 

'pi?..-*'-*---  • 
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▼AQJ9765 

♦  3 

+  K 

Contract  Six  Hearts  by  South 

Lead:  Queen  of  Diamonds 

Six  Hearts  is  not  much  of  a 
contract  but  it  has  improved 
considerably  now  that  the 
declarer  has  escaped  a  dub 
lead.  How  do  you  make  use  of 
your  good  fortune? 

First  you  count  your  tricks 
—  four  in  spades  and  two  in 
diamonds.  So  if  you  can  make 
six  tricks  in  hearts  you  will  be 
home.  If  the  hearts  are  S-2,  you 
will  only  lose  one  trick  in  the- 
suit  However,  can  you  do 
anything  if  either  defender 
holds  king  ten  to  four  trumps? 

Say  East  has  that  holding.  If 
you  take  a  finesse  through  him 
and  play  off  the  ace,  he  will 
sfol  hold  K  10,  which  will  be 
worth  two  tricks  against  your 


Q  x.  So  is  there  any  other  4-1 
break  that  is  relevant? 

What  if  the  singleton  king  is 
with  West?  Then  it  gains  if  you 
start  with  the  ace.  That  way 
you  succeed  against  all  3-2 
breaks,  and  against  those  4-1 
breaks  in  which  either  the  ten 
or  the  king  is  singleton.  Play¬ 
ing  the  finesse  loses  against 
one  of  those  combinations, 
that  where  West  has  the 
singleton  king. 

Hence,  the  correct  line  in  Six 
Hearts  fa  to  take  two  top 
diamonds,  discarding  the  king 
of  dubs  and  then  play  ace  and 
queen  of  hearts.  This  is  foe 
East  -  West  distribution  you 
are  guarding  against 
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□  There  is  an  Evening  of 
Bridge  on  Tuesday.  January 
30  1996  at  the  Draper's  Hall, 
in  aid  of  Bamardos.  There  are 
lots  of  wonderful  prizes.  Lumi¬ 
naries  of  the  bridge  world,  like 
Zia  Mahmood  and  Bob 
Hamman,  will  pass  among 
foe  tables  giving  words  of 
encouragement  and  sympa¬ 
thy.  Tickets  are  £75  each  for 
dinner  and  bridge.  Black  tie. 
Enquiries  to  Helen  Hirons 
[Barnard  os),  tel  0181-550  8822. 

□  Robert  Sheehan  writes  on 
bridge  Monday  to  Friday  in 
Sport  and  in  foe  Weekend 
section  on  Saturday. 


By  Pfrffip  Howard 


OCCITAN 

a.  Left-handed 

b-  A  Venetian  helmsman 
c.  Provencal 

RUBIK 

cl  A  Hungarian  dialect 

b.  Beetroot 

c.  A  maddening  cube 


PIKER 

a.  A  freelance  spearsman 

b.  A  timid  gambler 

c.  An  angler 

PUPUNHA 

a.  An  Amerindian  tribe 

b.  Ritual  disdain 

c.  A  fruit  tree 

Answers  on  page  38 


By  Raymond  Keene 

CHESS  CORRESPONDENT 

Computer  defeated 

Garry  Kasparov  upheld  the  hon¬ 
our  of  human  mental  powers 
against  the  brute  force  of  the 
silicon-based  calculating  machine 
in  his  twogame  match  against  the 
Pentium  processor-powered  Fritz 
computer  program  in  London  on 
Wednesday.  Kasparov  took  the 
honours  with  one  win  and  one 
draw.  The  computer  was  foie  to 
calculate  10  million  positions  per 
minute  and  operated  at  ISOMhz- 
However,  this  was  not  enough  to 
save  it  against  the  champion’s 
intense  onslaught. 

Here  is  Kasparov's  win, 
Kasparov  used  psychology  di¬ 
rected  against  Herr  Matthias 
Feist,  die  human  operator  of  the 
program:  Kasparov's  sevenih 
move  . . .  Ba6  was  very  unusual. 
Flaying  the  move  7 ...  Bb7  is  the 
accepted  main  line.  Herr  Feist 
from  Hamburg  assumed  that 
Kasparov  had,  in  fact  played  7 ... 
Bb7.  foe  normal  move  and  keyed 
this  into  the  computer. 

The  result  was  that,  until  the 
error  was  discovered  three  moves 
later,  the  computer  was  analysing 
foe  wrong  position  and  therefore 
played  a  number  of  unnecessary 
defensive  moves.  Having  gained 
foe  advantage  by  this  psytitologi- 
cal  pkjy  directed  against  human 
inatterttrveness.  rather  than  com¬ 
puter  weakness,  Kasparov  fas¬ 
tened  on  White’s  shaky  queenside 
and  forced  an  easy  victory. 

White  Pentium  processor /Fritz 
Blade  Garry  Kasparov 
Intel  World  Chess  Man  v  Machine 
Competition.  December  1995 
Nimzo^ndian  Defence 
1  d4  N* 


By  Raymond  Keene 


This  position  is  from  the  game 
Plaskeu  -  Velimirovic.  Banja 
Luka  1985.  White  has  sacri¬ 
ficed  a  piece  to  drive  foe  black 
king  up  foe  board.  How  did  he 
now  finish  foe  game  off  with  a 
checkmating  combination? 

Solution  on  page  3S 


2  CA  06 

3  Nc3  Bb4 

4  Qc2  0-0 

5  a3  Bxc3+ 

6  Qxc3  b6 

7  Bg5  Ba6 

a  e3  d6 

9  13  Nbd? 

10  Bd3  h6 

11  Bh4  c5 

12  Rdl  Rc8 

13  Ne2  cxcM 

14  Qxd4  Ne5 

15  b3  Nxd3+ 

16  Qxd3  d5 

17  Qc3  N04 

18  Qxg7+  Kxg7 

19  Bw#  RftdS 

20  1xe4  dxc4 

21  bxc4  Rxd1  + 

22  Kxdl  Rxc4 

23  Kd2  Ra4 

24  Ral  ■  Bxe2 

25  Kxe2  b5 

26  Rbl  a6 

27  Rb3  Rxe4 

28  Rc3  Rs4 

29  03  h5 

30  g3  fS 

31  Rb3  K16 

32  Rc3  KeS 

33  KJ3  Kd5 

34  FW3+  Kc4 

35  RdS  Kb3 

36  Rxe6  Kxa3 

37  K82  a5 

38  _Re5  b4 

39  Rb5  b3 

40  Kd3  Kb2 

41  M  Ral 

42  Rxf5  a4 

43  Rxh5  a3 

44  Ra5  a 2 

45  h5  Rhl 

46  Kc4  alQ 

White  resigns 

O  Raymond  Keene  writes  on  chess 
Monday  to  Friday  in  Sport  and  in 
foe  Weekend  section  on  Saturday. 


Sports  sell 
their  souls 

From  Mr  M.  D  iddoms 

Sir.  In  his  excellent  article 
(December  11)  on  the  farcical 
happenings  at  Paarl  in  the 
Boland  v  England  XI  game 
Alan  Lee  omitted  to  mention 
the  most  malign  influences  on 
sport  today:  sponsorship  and . 
television.  In  their  greed  for 
money  most  major  sports 
have  sold  their  souls  and  will 
have  to  dance  to  the  tunes 
these  pipers  call. 

I  gloomily  foresee  foe  day 
when  —  as  happened  in  Paarl. 
where  a  four-day  match  was 
cut  short  after  three  days  and 
a  one-day  game  was  added  — 
the  formats  and  rules  of  sports 
will  be  changed  to  accommo¬ 
date  foe  needs  of  their  new 
masters. 

The  desires  and  wishes  of 
foe  paying  spectator  will  fig¬ 
ure  very  low,  if  at  all,  on  tne 
list  of  priorities;  they  are,  after 
all,  an  inconvenience,  requir¬ 
ing  seating  and  facilities.  The 
space  they  occupy  could  be 
much  more  profitably  utilised 
with  corporate  and  sponsors' 
hospitality  suites  and  Joe  Pub¬ 
lic  should  do  what  has  beat 
ordained  for  him:  pay  dearly 
to  watch  these  sports  on 
satellite  sports  channels,  ter¬ 
restrial  channels  being  the 
poor  cousins  and  only  permit¬ 
ted  to  pick  up  foe  crumbs  from 
the  pay-channel  table  and 
show  selected  highlights  at 
some  God-forsaken  hour  of 
the  night. 

Yours  faithfully, 

M.  DIDDAMS. 

21  Vincent  Road, 

Sittmgbourne,  Kent 


Change  of  gloves 

From  Mr  John  Sheehan 

Sir,  Hasn’t  foe  time  arrived  for 
Alec  Stewart  to  take  over  the 
gloves  to  allow  Jack  Russell  to 
concentrate  on  his  baiting? 

Yours  sincerely. 

JOHN  SHEEHAN, 

9  Fonthill  Terrace,  Aberdeen. 


SPORTS  LETTERS 

Clubs’  interests  central  to  English  rugby 


From  the  Secretary  of  the 
Rugby  Football  Union 

Sir,  The  RFU  Commission  has 
given  much  consideration  to 
foe  roles  of  club  and  divisions 
in  English  rugby.  The  Com¬ 
mission  would  agree  with  Mr 
Steve  Turner  (Sports  Letters, 
December  7)  that  there  is  a 
role  for  representative  rugby 
between  dub  and  internation¬ 
al  IeveL  The  need  for  this 
divisional/area  level  is  sup¬ 
ported  by  the  selectors,  coach¬ 
es  and  players. 

The  Commission  has  rec¬ 
ommended  that  area  repre¬ 
sentative  sides  are  maintained 
and  run  centrally  from  Twick¬ 
enham  in  conjunction  with 
appointed  area  representa¬ 
tives.  Their  fixtures  will  be 
against  national  and  provin¬ 
cial  touring  sides.  Such  fix¬ 
tures  are  expected  to  increase 
in  future  seasons. 

The  Commission  has*  how¬ 
ever.  also  recognised  that. 


Home  and  away 

From  MrS.  Darken 
Sir,  In  his  report  an  foe 
Benson  and  Hedges  ice  hock¬ 
ey  cup  final  (December  4).  in 
which  Sheffield  Steders  beat 
Nottingham  Panthers  5-2  at 
Sheffield  Arena.  Norman  de 
Mesquita  wrote:  . .  while 
some  will  suggest  that  playing 
in  front  of  their  home  crowd 
was  a  distinct  advantage,  it 
hardly  affected  the  outcome.” 

In  a  league  match  11  days 
earlier  the  Panthers  beat  the 
Steelers  5-2  at  Nottingham  Ice 
Stadium.  Can  you  imagine  foe 
FA  scheduling  a  Cup  Final 
between  Liverpool  and  Man¬ 
chester  United  ai  Anfield? 
Yours  sincerely. 

S.  DARKEN. 

3  Fern  Crescent, 

Eastwood, 

Nottingham. 


Sports  Letters  may  be  sent 
by  fax  to  0171-782  52)1. 
They  must  indude  a 
daytime  telephone  number. 


unlike  foe  Southern  Hemi¬ 
sphere,  the  English  game  is 
dub  based.  It  is  the  dubs  that 
develop  foe  players,  it  is  foe 
dubs  that  own  the  grounds. 
The  Courage  League  structure 
now  forms  the  bedrock  of  the 
game.  The  PiMngton  Cup 
complements  that  structure 
and  foe  planned  move  of  our 
top  dubs  into  Europe  and  into 
Anglo-Welsh  competitions 
will  broaden  foe  experience. 

The  Commission  believes 
that  it  fa  essentia]  to  continue 
to  promote  the  dub  game  for 
the  benefit  of  both  foe  dubs 
and  English  rugby  in  general 
Farther  we  believe  that  with 
the  anticipated  increase  in 
area  representative  rugby 
there  is  in  place  a  dear 


stepping-stone  between  dub 
and  country.  Area  teams  will 
be  run  from  Twickenham  and 
we  will  ensure  that  the  playing 
style  will  reflect  foe  strategic 
aims  of  the  England  manage¬ 
ment  and  coaches. 

The  RFU  Commission  has 
looked  forward  and  has  pro¬ 
posed  a  format  which  respects 
the  primacy  of  England  and 
other  England  representative 
teams,  but  also  reinforces  foe 
standing  of  foe  dubs — as  well 
as  making  for  a  good  market¬ 
ing  package  that  will  help  to 
fund  the  new  “open”  game. 

Yours  faithfully, 

A.P.  HALLETT, 

Secretary. 

Rugby  Football  Union, 
Twickenham.  Middlesex. 


Bank  of  Ireland 
announces  that  with 
effect  from  close  of  business 
on  14th  December  1995 
its  Base  Rate  has  decreased 
from  6.75%  to  6.50% 


Bank  of  Ireland 


Hoad  Office,  34  Ifigh  Street  Stauoh.  Berkshire  SL1 1ED 
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Charlton  intends 
to  make  new 
year  resolution 


ON  THE  way  out  of  Anfield 
on  Tuesday  night,  one  senior 
Insh  dignitary  said  sombrely; 
“It’s  the  end  of  an  era."  Then 
he  brightened;  “But  maybe 
well  come  back." 

But  will  that  be  with  or 
without  Jack  Charlton?  Hav¬ 
ing  seen  Ireland's  interest  in 
the  European  championship, 
finals  next  summer  ended  by 
Holland  the  dignitary  had  no 
doubts;  “Oh  no,  not  with  Jack. 
No  question  of  that.  This  was 
the  end  of  that  road." 

As  a  guide  to  thinking  in  the 
Football  Association  of  Ire¬ 
land  hierarchy,  that  sounded 
conclusive,  but  others  remain 
unconvinced,  ft  remains  to  be 
seen  whether  the  FA1  would 
have  the  guts  to  sack  the 
jjt  national  manager  should  he 
decide  he  wants  to  stay  on. 

The  point  was  made  Mien 
Sean  Connolly,  chief  executive 
of  the  FAI,  insisted  yesterday 
that  the  decision  was  still 
down  to  Chariton.  “It  is  up  to 
Jack  whether  he  wants  to  go  or 
stay,"  he  said. 

Yesterday,  Charlton  said: 
“I'm  going  to  have  a  good 
Christmas,  I’m  going  to  Hang 


By  Peter  Ball 

around  into  the  new  year.  I*m 
going  to  go  to  Spain  for  a 
holiday  and  then  I'm  going  to 
see  what  the  feelings  are  of 
everybody  concerned  when  I 
come  back,  and  then  TU  make 
my  decision.  If  I  stay  until 
January,  it  will  be  ten  years 
since  1  took  over,  and  that 
would  be  nice." 

Much  may  depend  on  to 
whom  he  talks.  On  Wednes¬ 
day  night,  Paul  McGrath  and 
Alan  Kelly,  the  Ireland  goal¬ 
keeper  whore  acrobatics  had 
kept  the  score  down  to  respect¬ 
able  proportions,  both  called 
for  him  to  stay. 

Yesterday  morning,  along¬ 
side  their  match  reports,  Ire¬ 
land’s  leading  newspapers 
published  supplements  look¬ 
ing  back  over  “The  Charlton 
Years".  They  read  like  an 
obituary  but,  like  Mark 
Twain's  death,  reports  of  his 
departure  may  be  premature. 

So  does  Charlton  want  10 
stay  on?  People  close  to  him 
know  that  he  has  been  ponder¬ 
ing  that  question  for  the  past 
few  months,  and  he  is  still 
pondering. 

On  balance,  resignation  still 


Wimbledon  agree 
to  Jones  request 


VTNNTE  JONES  has  been  told 
he  can  leave  Wimbledon.  The 
combative  midfield  player, 
capped  by  Wales,  heard  that 
his  request  for  a  transfer  had 
been  panted  by  Joe  Kinnear. 
the  Wimbledon  manager,  and 
Sam  Haxnmam,  the  manag¬ 
ing  director,  who  in  the  past 
has  described  Jones  as  “being 
like  a  son". 

“I’ve  had  some  great  times 
with  Wimbledon,  they  are  part 
of  my  blood.  But  as  with  all 
things,  times  change,”  Jones, 
who  has  also  played  for  Shef- 
field  United,  Leeds  United  and 
Chelsea,  sail  “You  only  get  a 
short  career  in  football  and  I 
ffrknow  in  my  heart  it’s  the  best 
thing  for  me  and  my  famfly  to 
move  on." 

Jones’s  decision  follows  sev¬ 
eral  weeks  of  discussion  and 
speculation  and  comes  little 
more  than  a  month  after  the 
tenth  dismissal  of  Ms  career  in 
Wimbledon’s  4-1  defeat  by 
Nottingham  Forest 

Manchester  City  signed  the 
Danish  midfield  player.  Ron¬ 
nie  Ekehmd,  from  Barcelona 
yesterday.  Ekelund  has  gone 
to  Maine  Road  on  a  two- 
month  loan,  City  having  the 
option  to  buy  at  a  fee  estimat¬ 
ed  at  £500.000. 

Ekelund.  23.  played  briefly 
under  Alan  Ball,  the 
Manchester  City  manager, 
while  at  Southampton  last 
year,  scoring  five  goals  in  15 


games.  He  left  to  undergo  an 
operation  on  a  troublesome 
tack,  which  had  played  an 
important  part  in  his  failure  to 
establish  himself  at  Barcelo¬ 
na.  However.  Ball  had  no 
qualms  about  signing  him. 

“He  is  a  great  player,  and  he 
wants  to  show  people  he  is  fit 
and  well  after  his  back  trou¬ 
ble."  Ball  said. 

The  move  left  Barry  Fry,  the 
Birmingham  City  manager, 
gnashing  his  teeth.  Fry  had 
agreed  a  similar  transfer,  only 
for  the  move  to  foil  down 
because  of  Ekelund’s  de¬ 
mands.  “I  was  hoping  to  sign 
him,  but  he  messed  me  about 
so  much  wanting  this  and 
that,  in  the  end  I  washed  my 
hands  of  the  deal  after  ten 
days."  Fry  said. 

Blackburn  have  completed 
the  £2.8  million  signing  of 
Chris  Coleman  from  Crystal 
Palace,  and  immediately 
named  the  25year-ok!  Wales 
international  in  the  squad  for 
Saturday's  home  match 
against  Middlesbrough.  Cole¬ 
man  passed  the  routine  medi¬ 
cal  after  agreeing  a  contract 
which  ties  him  to  Ewood  Park 
until  the  summer  of  1999. 

“To  be  given  the  chance  to 
join  the  champions  is  a  dream 
and  you  only  have  to  look 
around  the  place  and  see  the 
quality  within  die  squad  to 
realise  what  a  big  club  this  is." 
Coleman  said. 


looks  the  most  likely  outcome, 
and  the  cleanest,  ft  would 
ensure  that  he  does  not  outstay 
his  welcome  but  departs  with 
his  position  in  Irish  folklore, 
let  alone  Irish  football,  untar¬ 
nished  by  real  failure  or  by 
growing  discontent 

The  warmth  of  the  support¬ 
ers’  feelings  was  shown  as 
they  called  for  him  after 
Wednesday's  defeat  to  give 
him  an  ovation,  but  it  felt 
more  like  a  valediction  and 
thanks  for  the  glorious  adven¬ 
ture  of  the  past  ten  years  than 
a  desire  to  embark  with  him 
on  another  round. 

There  are  also  indications 
that  he  feels  out  of  tune  with 
developments  in  the  modem 
game.  “You  see  the  game 
Holland  and  Portugal  play, 
and  it's  not  my  type  of  football; 
you  can't  make  tackles  any¬ 
more."  he  said. 

Whether  he  stays  or  goes,  he 
knows  that  there  is  serious 
reconstruction  to  be  done. 
“We’ve  got  a  lot  of  work  to  do 
with  the  team,  a  lot  of  work." 
he  reflected.  “There  are  too 
many  new  people  coming  in. 
and  too  many  old  ones  ready 
to  go.  and  we’ve  not  replaced 
them  with  the  right  numbers 
in  the  right  areas.  At  the 
moment,  we  are  being  caught 
between  two  or  three  different 
ways  of  playing,  with  different 
types  of  players  coming  in.” 

That  may  best  be  tackled  by 
a  new  man.  Saving  the  emer¬ 
gence  of  a  sudden  flush  of 
young  talent  or  the  discovery 
of  a  new  group  of  players  with 
Irish  grandmothers,  it  may  be 
a  long  job.  and  there  is  no 
guarantee  of  success. 

But  cussedness  is  one  of 
Charlton’s  most  enduring 
characteristics  and  he  dearly 
does  not  want  to  leave  as  a 
loser.  Suggestions  that  he  is 
now  60,  does  not  need  the 
hassle  and  can  retire  to  his 
shooting  and  fishing  also  need 
handling  with  caution. 

Defeat  by  Holland  was  no 
disgrace.  “The  last  time  they 
beat  us  in  the  European 
championships,  they  went  on 
to  win  it"  Charlton  reflected, 
and  that  possibility  should  not 
be  discounted  this  time. 


Ernie  Els.  left,  who  was  one  over  par  after  the  first  four,  discusses  prospects  at  Tryall  with  Fred  Couples 

Wild-swing  Daly  strikes  trouble 


From  Andrew  Longmore  in  tryall.  Jamaica 


Charlton;  still  pondering 


IFTHE  brisk  welcome  accord¬ 
ed  John  Daly  yesterday  at  the 
opening  ceremony  of  the 
Johnnie  Walker  world  champ¬ 
ionship  was  any  indication, 
old  wounds  have  yet  to  be 
healed  in  a  land  which  prides 
itself  on  its  sense  of  fair  play. 
Amid  the  pageantry,  mutual 
name-checking  and  back-pat- 
ting,  which  is  the  standard 
fore  of  such  golf  occasions. 
Daly  received  the  most  curso¬ 
ry  oil  curtain-calls. 

“John  Daly  of  the  USA," 
said  all  thar  needed  to  be  said. 
But  as  the  only  one  of  the  four 
major  winners  who  had 
deigned  to  appear  for  the 
world  championship,  his 
achievement  at  St  Andrews  on 
that  extraordinary  day  in  high 
summer  surely  deserved  a 
mention,  if  only  to  heighten 
die  status  of  an  event  still  in 
search  of  a  ready  identity.  Nor 
did  it  suggest  that  the  world  of 
golf  has  come  any  closer  to 
fitting  the  American’s  square 
frame  happily  into  a  round 
hole.  Non-conformity  is  not 
enoouraged  in  the  ordered 
world  of  professional  golf.  . 

Perhaps  no  one  can  truly 
believe  that  a  reformed  alco¬ 
holic  with  an  urge  for  self- 
destruction  could  be  the  Open 


champion  or  maybe  this  was  a 
deliberate  snub  to  Daly, 
whose  preparation  for  this 
championship  involved  a 
maximum  of  20  minutes  on 
the  practice  range  and  a  few 
desultory  swings  of  the  putter. 
Daly  was  the  last  of  the  20 
players  to  arrive,  reviving 
memories  of  his  less-than- 
auspicious  debut  in  die  event 
four  years  ago.  by  flying  in 
barely  a  day  before  he  was  due 
on  the  first  tee  of  the  demand¬ 
ing  Tryall  course. 

As  Alex  Cejka.  his  playing 
partner,  was  wanning  up  on 
the  practice  ground  an  hour 
before  tee-off  time  yesterday 
morning,  Daly  had  still  not  hit 
a  ball  in  anger  since  a  well 
publicised  disqualification 
here  in  1991  confirmed  his 
growing  reputation  as  the 
“wild  thing”  of  marketing 
dream  and  tabloid  legend. 

Then,  Daly,  the  newly- 
crowned  USPGA  champion, 
shot  a  77  in  Ms  first  round  to 
be  joint  last  at  the  end  of  the 
opening  day,  signed  a  wrong 
card  after  his  second  round 
and  disappeared  in  a  haze  of 
bad  grace  and  accusation.  The 
American,  it  was  believed,  had 
disqualified  himself  on  pur¬ 
pose  and  his  parting  com¬ 


plaint  that  he  could  not  find  a 
McDonald's  hardly  endeared 
him  to  the  local  people  or 
wider  golfing  community, 
who  demand  high  standards 
from  their  champions. 

If  Daly  was  tempted  back  by 
the  feet  that  the  first  McDon¬ 
ald’s  restaurant  in  Jamaica 
opened  at  Ironshore,  Montego 
Bay.  last  month,  he  did  not 
leave  himself  much  time  to 
arrange  a  pre-tournament 
cheeseburger  and  chips. 

Daly,  though,  has  never 
been  much  of  a  follower  of 
fashion.  For  all  his  success  in 
the  most  traditional  surround¬ 
ings  of  last  summer,  his 
results  through  the  year  have 
suggested  that  the  renewal  of 
John  Daly  may  have  extended 
to  a  more  stable  personal  fife, 
but  not  yet  to  the  way  he  does 
business.  He  has  missed  nine 
cuts  out  of  30  tournaments  this 
year  and  been  in  the  top  ten 
just  three  times,  including  the 
Open,  three  of  those  mused 
cuts  coming  in  the  four  tour¬ 
naments  prior  to  St  Andrews. 
In  the  other  three  majors,  he 
finished  45th  equal  at  the 
Masters  and  the  US  Open  and 
missed  the  cut  in  the  USPGA. 

At  least,  his  reception  on  tire 
first  tee  yesterday  included  a 


few  of  the  tradtional  “way  to 
go.  John"  whoops  and  holiers. 
Somebody  was  pleased  to  see 
him.  Unfortunately,  the  way 
John  went  off  the  first  tee  only 
betrayed  his  gross  lack  of 
preparation.  Uncharacteristi¬ 
cally  trying  to  favour  caution 
on  the  longest  par  four  on  the 
course,  he  took  an  iron,  but 
still  found  heavy  rough  30 
yards  to  the  left  of  the  fairway. 

His  hack  out  landed  in  the 
deep  ravine  which  protects  the 
front  of  the  green,  his  third  hit 
more  rock  than  ball,  stung  his 
hand  and  went  nowhere,  the 
fourth  was  a  penalty  stroke  as 
he  dropped  out,  the  fifth  was  a 
pitch  to  the  fringe  of  the  green, 
the  sixth  a  fluffed  chip.  Two 
more  putts  made  an  eight 
which  so  confused  the  score- 
board  carrier,  he  resolutely 
carried  “Daly  —  par”  down 
the  following  hole. 

TJtree  more  dropped  strokes 
in  the  following  thiw  holes  left 
the  American's  round  in  tat¬ 
ters  as  the  Australian.  Wayne 
Riley,  chipped  in  at  the  first  for 
a  birdie  and  went  two  under  at 
the  fourth  to  establish  an  early 
lead.  Daly  was  eight  over  par 
after  the  first  nine  and  was  left 
with  a  long  and  lonely  haul 
towards  respectability. 


SPORT.  IN  BRIEF 


Districts  get 
approval 
to  represent 
Scotland 

THE  Scottish  Rugby  Football 
Union  (SRFU)  yesterday  con¬ 
firmed  that  the  country's  par¬ 
ticipation  in  the  European 
Cup  next  season  will  be- on  a 
district  rather  than  a  club 
basis.  The  SRFU  committee 
gave  four  reasons  for  their 
derision;  district  representa¬ 
tion  will  spread  the  financial 
benefits;  it  wifi  provide  a  fairer 
structure  for  all  Scotland's 
leading  dubs:  it  will  encour¬ 
age  leading  players  to  remain 
north  of  the  border,  and  it  will 
provide  an  additional  step¬ 
ping-stone  between  chib  and 
international  level. 

Bill  Hogg,  the  SRFU  chief 
executive,  said;  The  derision 
was  taken  in  the  national 
interest,  rather  than  in  the 
narrow  self-interest  of  a  few 
dubs.  We  have  consulted 
widely  and  the  committee's 
proposals  are  sensible,  fair 
and  equitable.  Difficult  deci¬ 
sions  are  now  behind  us  and 
we  must  now  unite  as  a  union 
to  implement  those  derisions 
for  the  widest  possible 
benefit" 

Prean  included 

Table  tennis:  Carl  Prean  was 
yesterday  nominated  for  one 
of  the  two  British  places  for 
automatic  inclusion  in  the 
Olympic  Gaines  next  year, 
despite  the  feet  that  he  is 
refusing  to  play  for  England  in 
protest  at  the  presence  of  Chen 
Xinhua,  the  former  World 
Cup-winner,  who  is  originally 
from  China  (Richard  Eaton 
writes).  Chen,  who  is  based  in 
Yorkshire  and  who  will  be  36 
when  the  Games  start,  is  the 
other  British  choice,  which 
means  the  two  will  be  team¬ 
mates  again  and  may  even 
have  to  share  accommodation 
in  Atlanta. 

Goulding  ban 

Rugby  league:  Bobbie  Goul- 
ding.  the  St  Helens  captain, 
was  yesterday  suspended  for 
three  matches  and  fined  £200 
after  being  found  guilty  at  a 
Rugby  Football  League  disci¬ 
plinary  hearing  of  a  deliberate 
high  tackle  on  John 
Fieldhouse,  of  Halifax. 

Germany  calling 

Motor  racing:  There  will  two 
grands  prix  in  Germany  next 
season,  with  the  European 
Grand  Prix  being  run  at  the 
Nurburgring  in  April  and  die 
German  Grand  Prix  at 
Hockenheim  in  July. 

GRAM)  PRIX  DATES:  March  10:  Austral¬ 
ian  (Metxxme):  March  31:  Brazriai 
ffmertagosj:  April  7:  Argentine  (Buenos 
Aires),  Apr!  28:  European  (NOrtajgmg, 
Gaunanyi;  May  5-'  San  Marro  (knots),  May 
19:  Spanish  (Barcelona);  June  a  Monaco 
(Monte  Carlo);  June  18:  Canadian  [Morv 
neaf),  June  30:  French  (Magny  Cows),  July 
14;  British  (Stiversrone).  July  28:  Gertrcm 
(Hcckenhakn),  Aug  11;  Hungarian  (Buda¬ 
pest);  Aug  25:  Belgian  (Spe-Fran- 
corchanfw).  Sec*  8:  baton  (Monza).  Sepi 
22:  Portuguese  (Eaort);  Oct  13:  Japanese 
(Suzuka) 


l*  m 


Towering  ambition  unites  two  Blackpool  clubs 


* 


Non-League  Football 
By  Walter  Gammie 

BLACKPOOL  Mechanics,  the  lowly 
North  West  Counties  League  second 
division  side,  announced  tins  week. 
that  they  are  to  hitch  (heir  star  to  the 
Blackpool  Gladiators  rugby  league 
team  frying  to  gain  a  place  in  the  new 
Superleague. 

Lfthe  Gladiators  persuade  the  rugby 
league  administrators  of  their  case  at  a 

meeting  next  month,  the  dubs  hope  to 
move  swiftly  towards  establishing  a 
E2L8  million.  10,000  capacity  stadium 
in  the  Marten  area  of  the  town.  The 
site  would  embrace  an  indoor  sports 


ball  and  an  all-weather  framing  area. 
Fora  dub  that  relies  on  players  who 

Siy  a  £2  weekly  subscription  to  play 
r  them,  the  prospect  of  using  such 
facilities  has  opened  visions  of  clam¬ 
bering  up  the  non-League  ladder  to 
dizzy  heights.  David  Baldwin,  the  dub 
chairman,  knows  the  new  stadium  is 
crucial  to  generate  the  income  needed 
to  sustain  these  ambitions. 

“We  need  a  multi-sports  facility  to 
attract  European  Community  grants 
and  lottery  money,"  Baldwin  said. 
“People  say  that  Blackpool  FC  are 
developing  a  new  stadium  and  ask 
whether  we  need  two  in  the  town.  1 
know  there  are  eight  or  nine  divisions 


of  15  teams  each  in  Sunday  football 
and  between  250  and  300  teams  in  this 
area.  Most  of  diem  train  in  church 
halls  or  some  muddy  corner  some¬ 
where.  The  need  is  there.”  As  for  the 
rugby  league  element.  Baldwin  said: 
“It’s  becoming  a  summer  sport  and  we 
get  18  million  people  here  each 
summer." 

Another  dub  hoping  to  move  is 
Dudley  Town,  of  the  midland  division 
of  die  Beazer  Homes  League.  There 
are  plans  to  sell  the  Round  Oak 
Stadium  in  Brierley  HH1  and  develop 
a  new  site,  the  Dell  Stadium,  with  the 
help  of  the  local  authority. 

Not  having  a  new  ground  to  move  to 


immediately,  can  be  disastrous.  Poole 
Town,  forced  to  leave  the  Dolphin 
Stadium  last  year,  have  been  sharing 
with  Ham  worthy  United.  Without  a 
social  dub,  they  have  had  no  money  to 
pay  players  and  sit  at  the  foot  of  die 
Beazer  southern  division  after  17 
straight  defeats. 

A  petition,  containing  2J»00  signa¬ 
tures.  helped  to  persuade  a  leisure 
committee  meeting  this  week  to  order 
officers  of  Poole  council  to  make 
strenuous  efforts  to  find  the  dub  a  new 
site  and  offer  it  sponsorship.  “People 
have  shown  they  are  not  prepared  to 
allow  the  dub  to  roll  over  and  die,” 
Clive  Robbins,  the  chairman,  said. 


NATIOMM- ASSOCIATION  (NBAJ:  Boston 
ill  PMUdatoN8iOO:lAU)«siDl  Dwt* 
98  Chicago  t12  Ortando  103:  Seattle  88 
San  Antonio  83-,  Houston  100  Vancouver 
as. 

BUDWBSB?  LEAGUE  Thame  Vafcy 
Tigara  90  Leopards  92. 


BIATHLON 


HOLMENKOU-EN,  Norway:  World  Cup: 
Man  £20Wn):  1,  S  Ffectwr  (GeO  53mtn 


S&3&2  (1).  Woman  {15km):  T  M 
(Swb)492LB  (2);  2,  P  BeWe  (Gal  4&4&0 
©;  3,  S  MtakmajSkmkb)  50.1 3.  A  (2);  4. 
UDta  (Ger)  50355  (3J;  5.  E  Ctaral  fFr) 
51:04.0  (4):  6.  M  zatnar  (Gar)  512«S  JU 
World  dip  standings:  I,  Del  72pts,  2.  S 
PararrtOna  (Brio)  eET 3.  WaSn  64. 


;!f>-  \ 


CRICKET 


d<3: 


SHEFFIELD  SHIELD  (second  day  0(  tout): 
Motoouno:  Victoria  430-8  rise  (M  EBott 
203,  G  Vftnpan  71)  v  Tasmania  171-1  (D 
HBb  54,  J  Car  75  not  out). 


CURLING 


GRJND&WALD.  Ssuteortarel:  European 
championships:  Man:  Group  AlrScotend 
S  Finterel  Z  Austna  6  HOBand  5; Noiway  9 
Germany  4.  Ptadngc  Norway  5  wms. 
Sccfland4.  Gemwwa. Austria  &  Rntontfi, 
Hoianao,  Grop  A2  en^anci  5  Sweden 4; 
an*  6  waiea  i.  Swffiarfand  7  Denmafc  fi. 
Ptaciiga:  Qaly  4,  Swteertand  4,  Eng&nd  3. 
Sweden,  Denmarif'2.  W 8tes  a  mmm 
Group  Al:  Austria  7  QewraiK  5,  Cttefc 
fjenj&ic  12  LueHTtoxg  3i.9«ieden  42 
Switzerland  4.  PladngK  SwfHnn  5,  Swtaw- 
tend  4.  .  Austria  3.  Oenmaifc  &  Cffldi 
ftepJSt.i,  Luembourg  0.  Group  AS 
Saflanti  B  Norway  ?,  England  B  France  T. 
Germany  IQ-Frtand  3.  F&iigs:  Scotland 
S,  Gamarw  4,  Norway  3,  fttend  2,  Enrftod 
i.Ftbdmi 


OLYMPIA:  MamaSonal  Cftemptarahlps: 

Christmas  Candte  States  i.  Cash  (H 

anwn.  Austria)  aaJaSsecs:  2.  Everest 
Made  Carpet  (M  Wtartar,  GB)  5009:  3, 
Brave t  SuWme  (N  Staton,  GB)  5132. 
Father  Christmas  Stakes:  1.  Everest  Mv 

Messfeur  (M  Whttatef,  GB)  37.94;  2, 

Monterrey  (J  Fisher,  GB)  3252.  3.  Begasi 
<C  Martinez  da  bujo.  Spl  C~ 


FOOTBALL 


EUROPEAN  CHAMPIONSHIP:  Ptey-off 
match  Ireland  0  Holland  2  (at  AnfleW). 
ANGL04TAUAN  CUP:  Group  A: 
Birmgigham  3  Oebstb  f;  Genoa  OOMham 
0;  Luton  5  Ancorta  0:  Paiugla  3  Ppti  Vale  5 
Group  B:  Brest*  0  Htest  Snmjtridi  AWon 
1;  Ipstech  2  Satemtana  0:  SoUhand  1 
Foggla  2  Postponed  Reptfana  v  Stoka 
BELTS  SCOTTISH  LEAGUE;  Premier 
dMten  Aberdeen  4  Kjmsnodkl. 
UNHJ0ND  LEAGUE  Planter  cfivMon: 
Accrington  Stanley  1  Barrow  1. 

BEAZER  HOMSS  LEAGUE  PrernlW  dM- 
atorc  Postponed:  Newport  AFC  v 
AthastflneTsoutfwn  aMsfere  Fflrehtm  5 
Footed 

Ids  LEAGUE  Premier  dMstorc  Harrow  S 
Puriteet  2  Cariton  Cup:  Second  round: 
Bograr  Fteflte  6  Worthing  0. 

LEAGUE  OF  WALES:  Briton  Fatty  1  Afen 
Lido  1.  .  _ 

BANKS'S  BREWERY  LEAGUE:  Premier 
dvtoon:  EMngshal  Heath  1  Lye  1. 

AVON  WSURANCE  COMBWATION:  Fta> 
dMstoiT  Wlmttedon  2  Southampton  0. 
Chariton  1  Tottenham  2.  Second  dMataa- 
SuuBKHe  3  CheBertan  0. 

PONTViS  CfinTftAL  LEAGUE  RW  <M- 
tea-  Bolton  1  Notts  County  £  Leeds  1 
Lherpool  2:  Notdnntam  Forest  STrarinere 
a  Second  dMtero  Hui  0  Bumtey  2\ 

MWdtefirot^2GnmsfcvT:SwKiBriaT^ 

rttettsflatoi:  Ybrt  1  Bamstey  TTnati 
tSMstorc  Scatocrough  0  tBurv  3.  Scun¬ 
thorpe  0  Lroto  a  Stockport  Couray  2 
Dartr^WnO:  VWsal  1  CheaerO.  werham 
2  Shnawsbuy  1. 

FEDERATION  BfiEWSW  NORTHERN 


LEAGUE:  First  division:  Consetl  5 
Eocieton  (7.  Seaham  Red  Star  0  Durham  3 
JEWSON  EASTERN  COUNTIES  LEAGUE 
CUP:  Second  round:  Postponed:  SutfiWY 
vHataood. 

JEWSON  WESSEX  LEAGUE:  Ftat  *n- 
tea  Postponed:  Dcwkxi  v  Chrlachurch. 
NORTHERN  COUNTIES  EAST  LEAGUE 
CUP:  Third  round:  Brigg  3  Ptetertw  1; 
Hanoote  1  North  Faritiy  4.Stocta*rid&e  5 
Hal  Road  Rangers  1:  Haflam  and  Salty  0 
Ossatl.  AHqr  1. 


RUGBY  LEAGUE 
Stones  Championship 
Warrington  v  Casdafbrd  (7.30) - ...... 

YOLTIH  tNTERNATKMAL:  BARLA  Young 
Lions  v  Australia  (to  NaugWon  Park. 
Metres  7 30). 

STUDENT  INTERNATIONAL:  Scotland  v 
Frenoa  QAaadbNberikStarfain.  EdWxsgh. 
70). 

RUGBY  UNION 

Ciub  matches 

Batfi  v  Exeter  (7.15) . - . 

Bristol  vCffltott  (7 Jffl - - - — 

Covsnny  v  Gtaucester  (7.30). - - 

Rugby  v  Nottingham  (7.30) - . 

FOOTBALL 
Kiek-cft  7J0  unlasfl  stated 
BORO  QAJS  LEAGUE  OF  IRELAND: 
Premier  dwttea  Bohemians  v  Drogheda 
(7.45);  Cork  *  Shamrock  (7-45),  St  Patrick's 
Ath  v  Atwone  p.«5) 

SCHOOLS  MATCH:  Ess at  tntor-IBTio- 
phy:  SemHBnat  St  Bonavtttuie  v  Barhng 
ACixn  (a  MeM*m  Stadum,  -1.30) 

OTHER  SPORT 

BASKETBALL:  Budwafeer  League:  Lon¬ 
don  v  Manchester  (8.0) 

EQUESmANIStt  Show  junpmg  champi- 


■  Unde  Ben's  Wmr  Chaflange 
(Pcnda  Forge.  Shatfekfl. 


FA  YOUTH  CUP:  Second  round  replay; 
Nonas*)  2  Pataborough  1. 

SCHOOLS  MATCHES:  FA  Premier 
League  Trophy;  Undar-19:  Waiwtctelwe  0 
Shropshire  1.  Fy?  FSms  Trophy:  Bneriay 
Ha  and  Dudtoy  1  Wkial  2. 

ITALIAN  CUP:  Ouaner-taois,  second  leg: 
PC  WHan  1  Bologna  t  (egg  2-2,  Botagna 
wm  7-6  on  pens):  Patermo  i  Rorentlna  2 
(Florenbna  wh  3-1  on  agg). 

SPANISH  CUP:  Third  round,  second  leg: 
Cefia  Vigo  2  Andorra  0  (Cetta  Vigo  wn  7-0 
on  ago);  Racing  Santander  0  Numanoa  1 
'  -  ).  vatadrfid  1 

on 


(Numanoa  win  1-0  on  ago).  vatodoW 
Compostela  1  (Camposiaa  wfn  2-1  t 
a ng);  Sporting  Gijon  5  Ec$a  0  (Sporting 
Glfon  wm  5-2  on  egg)  Rayo  veiacano  8 
Horaces  1  (Hernias  win  2-1  on  agg): 
Merida  4  ADetfco  Madrid  4  (AUetfeo  Msdnd 
wm  8-5  on  ago):  EspeW  5  Legates  1 
(Espehd  wm  6-1  on  aggj.  Tenants  8 
"  “  "  i  ten  6-2  or 


fonagg) 

BRAZILIAN  LEAGUE:  ChamalorahlptoaL 
Iks!  leg:  Botatogo  2  Sartoe  1. 

FREESTYLE  SWING 


LA  PIAGNE,  Fottce:  World  Cup: _ 

Man:  1,  H  Baumgartner  (Switz)  S&SSptX  2, 
I  Edmonson  (USI25.75, 3,  A  Wtorg  ffn) 
2425;  4.  K  Hipeft  (Switz)  52.40;  S.  J 
Moatey  (US)  1920:  6.  S  ftMbwg  (US) 
192Q.  World  Cup  standtogs:  1, 
Baumqarewr  200.  2,  Edmondson  1B2:  3, 
ROKberg  168.  Women:  1,  Y  Batalova  (Russ) 
28-45;  2.  C  Fectaz  (Fr)  2055.  X  E 
ReaanovEte  (Russ)  2SL90: 4.  A  Johansson 
One)  24  05. 5.  R  Gutierrez  (Sp)  23  6B;  8.  A 
Magnussort  ffiwa)  23.15  World  Cup 
Btandhggl,  Bateiwa 200. 2.  Fechoz  192: 
3,  Johansson  180. 

GOLF 

COOLUM.  AustraSa:  Cookim  Clasakr 
First-round  stares  (Auetrafe  irttes  tet- 
ed)-  67;  S  Appteby.  A  Gdip-ia.  68:JSanor. 
GDoil.  GOSmias.  MLonfl  (NZ).  6S:  S 
Robmson,  R  Stephens _ 

ICE  HOCKEY  ~ 

NATIONAL  LEAGUE  (NHL):  Tampa  Bay  3 
Hartford  2.  Buffalo  4  Colorado  3;  Detroit  3 
Chrcagol. NT  Rangers 4  Boston 2,  CfllgaiY 


8  Dates  4;  Vancowar  2  Edmonton  2  (QT); 
Los  Angeles  6  Ottawa  2.  Anaheim  8 
PfflsOugha 

MILTON  KEYNES:  Otymplc  quelfying 
group  A:  Oea  Britain  1  Denmark  f. 

RUGBY LEAGUE 

STONES  CHAMPIONSHIP:  St  Helena  32 

Oldham  22;  Wigan  32  HaUax  IB  Rret 

dwision:  Battei/  iBWidnes  22:  Rochdale  16 

Wakefield  30.  Second  rfivlten;  Choriey  IB 

Swirfon  18;  Highfeid  14  hMf  K  R  54;  Leigh 

42  Doncaster  16.  York  24  Bramlay  12 

RUGBY  UNION 

HBNEKEN  CUP:  Pad  B:  Ulster  16  Betfes- 
Botdaaio.  Z9 

CIS  UNDSi-21  COUNTY  CHAMPION- 
SHK>:  MUtaids  final;  East  Mrtands  12 
North  Lidtands  12. 

SRU  UNDER-21  INTER-DISTRICT 
CHAMPlONSHP:  Glasgow  17  Scottish 
Exfles  20;  Scxjtfi  ot  Scotmi  17  North  and 
Midlands  19. 

REPRESENTATIVE  MATCHES:  RAF  35 
Civil  Service  16,  Amiy  24  New  ZBtend 
Airny  22. 

SCHOOLS  MATCHES:  Date  Mail  Umter- 
18  Cup:  RGB  High  Wycombe  0  Lord 
Wandsworth  Cotege  0;  Tiffin  14  Cdte’e  10. 
County  championship:  Kent  32  Hertford¬ 
shire  fa  Other  matches:  KCS  WimWBdon 
5  City  of  London  Freeman  7;  Sflwatw  10 
ffishMorthiO 

~  NORDIC  SKIING  . 

BflliSSON.  ’  Italy:  World  Cup:  15km 
freestyle:  Mere  1.  B  Daehfc  (l«r1  36mm 
0E_2sec.  2  S  Faunar  m  36:40.8;  3.  V 
Smarm  (Russ)  37-05.4. 4.  T  Moreen  (Swb) 
37302;  5.  TAtegaart  (Nor)  37-242.  Workt 
Cup  poteons  tour  racee):  l.  Oaehte 
38Ckte:  2  Smlmov  266;  3,  FauieraO:  4,  A 
ftofaiDTO  (Buss)  172: 5.  TAtsgserd  (Nor) 
138.  Woman:  i.  E  veeto  iRuss)  Alton 
47-Bsec  2  LYflpoiora  Pu$6)  41:482: 3.  N 
Gawttyufc  (Russ)  42055;  4,  S  Belmondo  (It) 
42D6.4;  5.  K  Shtatm  (Est)  4209.4.  World 
Cup  positions:  1,  Vatee  420ps-.  2 
Yegoroua  410.  3,  Gavnlyidt  245;  4,  h 
Neunarora  (Russ)  228;  5,  L  Laartma 
(ftoss)217. 


Eight  Sony  disetnans 
worth  £89.99  to  be  won 


Today  The  Times,  continuing  our  Twelve 
Days  of  Christmas  competition,  brings  you 
the  chance  to  win  a  portable  CD  player.  In 
the  traditional  carol  eight  maids  a-mflking 
were  sent  on  the  eighth  day  of  Christmas, 
but  for  the  90s  what  could  be  more 
appropriate  than  a  personal  stereo? 

The  Sony  DI40  has  a  Mega  Bass 
bassboost  system  with  Automatic  Volume 
limiter  System  (AVLSJ  ensuring  volume 
control.  With  its  lower  power  consumption 
the  D140  can  deliver  up  to  eight  hours 
continuous  play  from  one  set  of  batteries. 
And  shuffle  play  allows  the  track  order  to 
be  completely  random,  with  program  play 
allowing  you  to  choose  the  order  of  play  or 
not  to  skip  those  tracks  you  do  nor  like. 

Already  one  of  the  most  popular  buys  this 
Christmas,  you  have 
an  opportunity  to 
win  one  for  yourself. 


HOW  TO  ENTER 

Simply  identify  the  following  lines  from  a 
popular  Christmas  carol: 

Stood  a  lowly  cattle  shed 
Where  a  mother  laid  her  baby 
In  a  mangerforits  bed 

Call  our  competition  hotline  below  with 
your  answer.  The  line  is  open  until 
midnight  tonight  The  first  correct  entries 
chosen  at  random  will  win.  Normal  Times 
Newspapers  competition  rules  apply. 

NEXT  WEEK 

You  can  look  forward  to  competitions  to  win 
weekends  at  Henlow  Grange,  mountain 
bikes,  widescreen  TVs  and  an  Apple  multi- 
media  personal  computer  system. 


0891  66  55  34 


CALL.  OUR 
HOTLINE  OM 


cab  *v  ctapd  m  asp  p*  nttn  dwapma  m  an  dtartaa 


(  - 

f. 
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Whitaker 
denied 
double  by 
veteran 
Austrian 

By  Jenny  MacAothur 

MICHAEL  WHITAKER 
made  a  rousing  start  to  die 
Olympia  show  jumping  cham¬ 
pionships  yesterday  when  he 
and  Everest  Messieur  won  the 
Father  Christmas  Stakes  with 
a  devastating  round  against 
the  dock.  Earlier  Whitaker, 
the  world  No  2,  had  taken 
second  place  in  the  Christmas 
Candle  Stakes  an  Everest 
Magic  Carpet,  a  last-minute 
substitute  for  the  injured  Two 
Step. 

Whitaker  has  lost  count  of 
the  number  of  wins  My 
Messieur,  aged  17,  has 
brought  him,  but  puts  it  at 
around  80.  “He'S  been  a  real 
handy  horse,"  Whitaker  said. 
“The  problem  is  trying  to  find 
another  like  him." 

While  several  riders,  includ¬ 
ing  the  two  leading  Germans, 
Ludger  Beerbaum  and  Franke 
Sloothaak,  used  the  class  as  a 
schooling  round  for  the  bigger 
events  to  come,  Whitaker  at¬ 
tacked  from  the  start 

The  Spaniard,  Cayetano 
Martinez  de  Irujo,  took  the 
early  lead  on  Elegast,  but 
Whitaker,  who  has  such  an 
understanding  with  My 
Messieur  that  he  barely  has  to 
lake  a  pull,  cut  nearly  two 
seconds  off  that  tune,  finishing 
in  37.94sec.  James  Fisher,  on 
Monterrey,  made  a  bold  at¬ 
tempt  to  catch  him  but  had  to 
settle  for  second  place. 

In  the  earlier  Christinas 
Candle  Stakes,  Whitaker  was 
relegated  to  second  place  by  i 
Hugo  Simon,  of  Austria,  who 
is  competing  in  England  for 
the  first  time  for  ten  years. 
Having  received  a  last-minute 
invitation.  Simon,  S3,  wasted 
little  time  in  making  his  mark 
on  the  home-bred  Cash,  an 
eight-year-old  stallion  out  of 
his  former  top  hoTse, 
Landgrafin. 

Whitaker  had  taken  the  lead 
on  Magic  Carpet  another 
eight-year-old,  before  Simon, 
who  hopes  to  ride  in  his 
seventh  Olympic  Games  in 
Atlanta,  put  Whitaker's  time 
in  perspective  with  a  beauti¬ 
fully-judged  round,  finishing 
nearly  two  seconds  faster. 

Results,  page  37 


Graham  Duffil  meets  a  woman  on  the  brink  of  skiing  greatness 

Street  wise  to  thrill  of  the  chase 


Picabo  Street  mil  enter 
the  downhill  skiing 
event  at  St  Anton,  Aus¬ 
tria,  today  with  her  sights  set 
oa  Anne-marie  Moser-Proell’s 
record  of  eleven  consecutive 
World  Cup  wins.  She  is  al¬ 
ready  the  women*  equivalent 
of  Alberto  Tomba;  if  she 
continues  skiing  the  way  she 
has  for  the  past  12  months  she 
could  turn  out  to  be  as 
successful  as  the  celebrated 
Austrian  whose  record  she 
covets. 

Street.  24,  has  all  the 
attributes  to  reach  such  lofty 
heights.  Her  name  —  pro¬ 
nounced  peek-a-boo  —  sticks 
in  the  memory  with  all  its 
apparent  silliness,  she  has  a 
charming  manner  and  gives 
the  impression  of  being  on  a 
mission  to  bring  happiness  to 
the  world. 

She  sheds  tears  when  rival 
skiers  foil  and  has  said  she  . 
wants  to  set  up  children's  ski 
schools  when  she  retires.  In 
fact,  everything  you  hear 
about  Street  in  advance  of 
meeting  her  makes  you  fear 
she  is  a  product  of  American 
marketing  at  its  most  crass. 

Within  a  few  minutes,  how¬ 
ever,  it  becomes  dear  that  her 
personality  is  as  genuine  as 
the  talent  that  has  won  her  sue 
consecutive  downhill  events. 

She  was  brought  up  in  Sun 
Valley,  Idaho,  where  ter 
father.  Ron,  went  for  the 
skiing  and.  in  the  process, 
made  a  living  as  a  stonema¬ 
son.  “He  wears  his  hair  in  a 
pony-tail,  he  has  a  beard 
because  he  hales  shaving," 
Street  said.  For  this,  and  the 
fact  that  they  named  their  son 
Baba  and  their  daughter 
Picabo  (after  a  local  village, 
when,  at  the  age  of  three,  a 
name  had  still  not  been  chosen 
for  her),  the  Streets  have  been 
referred  to  as  hippies. 

_  "That  implies  somebody 
grungy  and  dirty.  My  father 
showers  twice  a  day  and  so 
does  my  mother,"  Street  said 
with  a  touch  of  anger  in  her 
voice.  “I  was  never  left  with  a 
babysitter  or  anybody  else 
when  T  was  young. 

“We  have  a  rack  quarry  and 
my  mo  tiier  mixed  the  mud  for 
Dad  and  1  carried  the  stones— 
that  made  me  strong.  We  were 
middle  class  to  poor.  1  took 
every  last  bit  of  money  we  had 
to  do  my  ski  racing  and  that* 
a  kit  of  foe  reason  1  think  1  am 
as  good  as  1  am.  I  knew  how 


TTtost  Cafe  Days.  Radio  4,  SJjOpnL 

did  Simon  Rutas.  He  has  landed  himsetfazTOterisJobtiat. 


gracra" 

European  cafes,  and  he  begins — where  tenet?— tnj 

that  gives  customers  the  authentic  "perfume  de 

coffee  has  never  been  the  only  beverage  sold  m  these  esabhshmmte 

which  have  long  been  home-fiWtenTe  far  artists,  artateL 

ifoikBOTfoers,  writers,  foe kmdy  and  the kwers.Paitediam«s«te 

Paris  cafe where  it  is  stQl  possible  to  ordera  small  qqBOfmtfaKWQtatt 
at  3.15pm  and  make  it  lad:  until  the  lights  are  turned  off  at  9-5Qpm. 
Next  wesk  it  is  foe  cafes  oT Vienna. 

Tarns  of  foe  Century.  Radio  3, 4JOpnL 

Often  impersonated,  never  equalled,  Robb  WBton.  was  fee  funny 
feOow  whose  Home  Guard  monologue  beginmngTbe  day.  war 
broke  out”  has  put  him  among  the  immortals  of  British  comedy.  i 
only  wife.  Peter  Nichols's  tribute  to  him  had  been,  able  to  mdude  a 
reminder  of  Wfiton*  Muddled  JP,  Mr  Muddfesombev  or  his 
efisastroudy  dilamiy  fire  station  chief  (Max  Wall*  impresapn  is  only 
an  tors  dioeuvre,  not  an  ertfnfe).  Nichols  accurately  categorises  Robb 
Wilton  as  one  Of  those  men  who  never  grew  up -  IBoe  ahaby  at  an 
everlasting  breast  I  would  say  be  .was  a  master  nwocaogistwDo 
turned  incompetence  into  sooarthing  sublime.  Wcr  Davafle 


-r* 


Street  who  has  won  six  consecutive  World  Cup  downhill  events,  celebrates  her  victory  in  Cortina,  Italy 


much  I  was  taking  away  from 
foe  family  to  do  this.  1  knew  I 
had  to  give  it  my  best  and  be  as 
good  as  I  could  be.” 

Now  she  has  bought  foe 
family  a  new  home  in  Port¬ 
land,  Oregon,  set  in  an  acre  of 
land.  Her  father  is  able  to  take 
time  off  work  and  leave  her 
brother  to  run  foe  rock  quarry 
business.  “It*  like  I  finally  got 
to  give  back  what  they  gave  to 
me."  Street  said. 

The  nearest  siding  is  an 
hour  away  on  Mount  Hood 
but.  as  the  United  States’  best 
woman  downhill  skier  and 
one  of  the  country*  most 


prominent  athletes,  she  decid¬ 
ed  she  had  to  leave  Sun  Valley, 
where  two  streets  had  already 
been  named  "Picabo"  after 
her.  "1  needed  somewhere 
quiet  to  relax  away  from 
skiing  and  didn’t  have  so 
much  privacy  there,"  she  said. 

After  winning  every  race 
last  season  except  at  Vail, 
Colorado,  where  she  feU,  she 
began  this  season  where  she 
left  off  by  winning  in  Lake 
Louise,  Canada.  “That  race 
was  really  hard  —  I  wanted  to 
win  again  this  year  and  it 
was  a  challenge  for  me."  she 
said. 


Women*  skiing  Is  finally 
emerging  from  foe  shadow 
cast  two  seasons  ago  by  the 
death  of  Ulrike  Maier.  "Over 
foe  last  few  years  we  had  been 
moving  at  a  fast  pace  to 
increase  our  speed,  foe  diffi¬ 
culty  of  our  courses.  Maybe  it 
(foe  death  of  Maier]  was  a  sign 
to  slow  down  a  little  bit.  We  try 
to  emulate  the  men*  style 
because  they  ski  powerfully 
and  cleanly  but  I  don’t  think 
there  is  a  woman  who  wants  to 
race  Kitzbuhel  or  Wengen." 
she  said. 

Street  finished  second  in  the 
practice  session  yesterday 


with  a  time  of  Imin  38_90sec. 
Wins  in  the  two  events  at  St 
Anton  today,  over  a  sprint 
distance,  and  tomorrow,  cm 
tiie  full  downhill  course, 
would  take  her  tally  to  eight 
victories  in  succession.  "I’d 
love  to  break  the  record  but  foe 
possiMty  of  me  not  winning  is 
really  high.  AH  kind  of  de¬ 
ments  could  come  into  play," 
she  explained.  "I  could  pick 
the  wrong  start  number  or  a 
doud  could  come  over  just  as 
I'm  about  to  start,  but  I’D  tell 
you  this — if  I  have  a  good  first 
run  I’m  going  to  hammer  foe 
second." 
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640am  Sandy  twr  7J00  Simon  Bates 
IOjOO  Jonathan  Kkig  12-00  Tommy 
Boyd  240pm  Anna  Raeburn  ADO  Scott 
Chisholm  and  Lowri  Tuner  7 JO  Sean 
Boiger  9j00  Moz  Dae  10.00  Mka  Aden 
1.00-6jBQani  ten  CoHns 


VIRGIN  RADIO 


640ara  Russ  W  Jam  9 JO  Rfchsrd 
Skfriner  1240  Graham  Dene  UOpn 
Nicky  Home  7.30  Paul  Coyta  ItLOO 
Mark  Forrest  ZjOOan  Howard  Peace 


Lam  leads  Samoans  to  survival  against  foe  odds 


RADIO  3 

T! 


Though  looks  can  be 
deceptive,  in  the  case  of 
Pat  Lam,  the  engaging 
and  charismatic  captain  of  the 
Western  Samoans,  they  are 
not.  A  smile  flickers  around 
the  edge  of  his  mouth,  his  eyes 
are  attentive  and  fix  question¬ 
ers  wife  a  firmness  that  ap¬ 
proaches  the  unnerving. 

The  impression  given  by 
this  man,  whose  hands  are 
neatly  clasped  together  in 
front  of  him  when  be  sits  with 


his  bade  ramrod  straight,  is  of 
a  man  at  one  with  himself  and 
his  world.  In  Lam*  case,  tiny 
are  accurate  barometers  of  his 
personality,  presence  and 
popularity. 

The  team*  training  for 
tomorrow’s  match  against 
England  at  Twickenham  was 
over  and  Lam,  still  in  stock¬ 
inged  feet,  was  sitting  at  a 
table  at  Richmond  Athletic 
Ground  talking  about  West¬ 
ern  Samoan  rugby.  On  two 


John  Hopkins  meets  a  charismatic  captain  committed  to  keeping  an 
island  with  the  population  of  Swindon  in  world  rugby’s  first  division 


Dear  Mary, 

Fondly  are  stiB  here,  tfs  Bee 
getting  yeast  extract  off 
a  blanket  getting  rid  of  them. 
However  we  afl  sat  down  to 
watch  Ebon  John  at  6.00pm 
an  VH-1  ringing  ’Crocodile 
Rock'-  which  reminded  me 
of  when  I  was  in  Borneo, 
'wresting  a  gang  of  vicious 
crocodiles,  who  had  leapt  on 
me  n  a  weak  moment. 

They  were  handbags  within 
seconds.  I’m  carrying  one  now. 


counts,  few  are  better  quali¬ 
fied  to  do  so  than  the  N08. 
Lam,  27,  leads  on  the  Add  .by 
dint  of  his  driving  play  and 
his  thoughtful  captaincy. 

The  five  defeats  arid  one 
draw  in  the  11  matches  played 
mi  the  five- week  tour  of  Eng¬ 
land  and  Scotland  matter  lea 
than  foe  result  in  tomorrow’s 
international.  "Winning  a 
Test*  is  a  priority,”  Lam  said 
with  foe  memory  of  the  15-15 
draw  against  Scotland  last 
month,  a  game  the  Samoans 
were  unlucky  not  to  win, 
uppermost  in  his  mind 

But  Lam  is  as  much  a  leader 
off  foe  field  and  talks  with 
messianic  fervour  of  how 
Western  Samoa  can  sustain 
their  position  as  one  of  foe 
world*  leading  rugby  union 
nations  —  quarter-finalists  in 
foe  1991  and  1995  World  Cups 
—  despite  the  loss  of  ten 
players  to  rugby  league  and  to 
other  rugby-playing  nations 
since  the  World  Cup  last 
summer. 

It  is  hard  to  believe  the 
handicap  feeing  the  Western 
Samoans,  a  country  with  a 
population  the  size  of  Swin¬ 
don.  It  has  fewer  than  5,000 
players  from  which  to  choose 
and  the  drain  of  players  is 
greater  than  from  any  other 
rugby-playing  country.  Even 
on  this  tour,  some  have  heard 
siren  voices. 

"A  couple  of  the  lads  have 
been  approached  and  they 
have  come  to  me  and  spoken 
about  it"  Lam  said.  "I  say  to 


them  that  ultimately,  it  is 
their  decision  but  they 
shouldn't  just  look  at  the 
dollars  and  cents. 

"If  it  is  rugby  union  dubs 
that  are  interested  in  them, 
perhaps  they  should  go 
because  they  could  still  be 
available  for  us.  But  if  they  go 


to  league,  they  have  gone  for 
ever.” 

Lam  knows  of  what  be 
speaks.  He,  too,  could  have 
played  elsewhere  but  chose 
not  to.  “I  was  born  in  New 
Zealand  and  ail  the  incentives 
were  there  to  make  me  try  and 
become  an  All  Black,"  he  said. 


Lam  and  his  players  are  warming  to  the  task  of  taking 
on  England  tomorrow.  Photograph;  Hugh  RontLedge 


“But  I  did  not  try.  Why? 
Because  I  believe  in  my 
country.  I  believe  I  am  help¬ 
ing  a  cause.  I  am  a  teacher.  1 
teach  the  boys  what  I  can." 

Thanks  to  a  recent  financial 
arrangement  initiated  by  Bry¬ 
an  Williams,  foe  former  AD 
Black  wing  who  describes 
himself  as  “three-eighths  Sa¬ 
moan"  and  is  coach  to  foe 
national  team,  money  is  now 
being  made  available  for 
Western  Samoan  rugby.  Fur¬ 
thermore,  foe  country  is  being 
induded  in  a  pan-Padfic  tour¬ 
nament.  which  should  make 
up  for  its  exclusion  from  the 
lucrative  Super-12  competi¬ 
tion  involving  teams  from 
New  Zealand,  Australia  and 
South  Africa. 

It  ail  bears  out  the  quiet 
determination  shown  by  Wil¬ 
liams  since  he  first  became 
involved  with  the  Western 
Samoans  prior  to  the  1991 
World  Cup.  “We  are  very, 
very  determined  to  survive." 
he  said.  “There  is  a  lot  of 
talent  coming  through  and 
they  cannot  all  play  for  the  All 
Blacks.  We  are  not  throwing 
in  the  toweL  We  are  going  to 
box  on. 

"Even  on  this  tour,  deals  are 
being  done,”  Lam  said.  “New 
initiatives  are  being  made  all 
the  time.  Everything  is  being 
unproved"  He  spoke  with 
charm  and  grace,  but  only 
time  will  tell  if  he  is  right 

Tomorrow’s  game  is  West¬ 
ern  Samoan*  first  against 
England  at  Twickenham.  The 
islanders  from  the  South  Seas 
have  contributed  so  much  to 
the  contemporary  game  that 
one  hopes  it  win  not  be  their 
last 


A/kan  (Concerto  da  camera  in 
A  minor);  &04  ftocsff 
Portfolio:  a  selection  of 
songs;  642.  Symphony 
Senes:  Mozart  (Symphony  in 
D.K320) 

940  Morning  Coflecflon  wBh 
Paul  GamheccW.  Sfoefius 
(Suite,  Belshazzar's  Feast 
Gotftaibura  SO  under  Neeme 
Jarvi);  Beethoven  (Vrofin 
Sonata  in  G);  Tchaikovsky 
(Capricdo  Kalian) 

1040  Musical  Encounters,  with 
Chris  de  Souza.  Artist  of  the 
Week:  Stephen  Cteobury, 
conductor.  Byrd  (Laudato 
pueri  a  Q);  Purcell  (Sute  No  8 
in  F):  Chopm  (Fantafcte- 
Impromptu  in  C  sharp  minor); 
Braten  (Rejoice  in  the  Lamb); 
Prokofiev  (Symphony  No  7); 
IIjOS  Bach  (Prelude  and 
Fugue  in  C);  Mozart  (Piano 
Concerto  No  9  In  E  Rat) 

1240  Composer  of  the  Week: 


Depth 
L  Tl 


Conditions  Runs  to 

Piste  CWp  resort 


Weather 
(5pm)  Last 
“C  snow 


ANDORRA 

Soideu 


AUSTRIA 

KUzbuhel 


Obergurgl 

FRANCE 


20  80  good  varied  lair  line  -4 

(Generafly  good  skang  on  aH  open  runs) 

IS  SO  good  powder  fair  snow  -5 

(Mors  BRs  opening  this  weekend,  axesflanf  prospects) 
40-  55  good  powder  fair  doud  0 

(Good  earty  season  skfing,  20  Wts  open) 

50  55  good  powder  fair  snow  -7 

(Over  30an  of  fresh  snow,  commons  much  improvad) 


Val  d'lsere 


.20  100 
(May  cold  dong 
15  too 


id  varied  *•  art  cloud  -8 

mors  new  snow;  snow  forecast) 
if  varied  art  ctoud  -4 


(Contfifons  inproving  stowy  wth  new  snow,  more  needed) 


good  powder  closed 


SWITZERLAND 

GrindefwaJd 


5  40  fair  powder  closed  doud  0  14/12 


Answers  bore  page  3d 
OCCITAN 

(ri  pkj  Provencal  the  longue  d'Oc.  “In  the  iwrifft  and  thirteenth 
centuries,  Occitan  —  or  Provencal,  as  it  is  more  usually  known  —  was 
one  of  the  tuajior  European  literary  languages." 

RUBIK 

M  Rubik*  cube  was  a  cult  puzzle  of  (he  1980s.  It  consisted  of  a  cube 
seemingly  formed  by  27  smaller  cubes,  uniform  in  size  but  of  various 
odours,  each  layer  of  nine  or  eight  smaller  cubes  being  capable  of 
rotation  in  its  own  plane;  the  task  is  to  restore  each  fact  of  foe  main 
cube  to  a  single  colour  after  the  dnifonnity  has  been  destroyed  by 
rotation  of  foe  various  byers.  Knitting  is  more  creative.  An  eponym  of 
E.  Rubik  a  Hungarian  teacher,  who  patented  foe  puzzle  in  Hungary 
in  1975.  “Rubik*  cube  is  foe  latest  (pune/pu&de  aimed  at  driving  both 
parents  and  children  to  madness." 

PIKER 

(fe  A  cautions  or  timid  gambler  who  makes  only  small  bets  a  person 
who  takes  no  dunces;  a  poor  sport  or  poor  thing  a  shirker,  a  kronen-. 
IIS  dang.  Robert  Service,  Rhymes  of  Rolling  Stone,  1912:  “Irs  the 
plnggingwaythatwffl  wnyon&eday,/  So  don!  be  a  piker,  old  panL" 
PYUPUMHA 

(c)  is  folk  pupunha  palm,  A  South  American  palm  tree,  Baetris  (or 
Guilielmal  gasipaes,  which  has  a  spiny  stem  and  yields  edible  red  or 
wflnw  {%■***?  about  tWO  inches  loos.  *Hk  rfiildmi  irv  mKm  rfu 


Venations;  Nonet  for  strings; 
Prodanafion) 

1.00pm  Bristol  Lunchtime 

Concert.  Bartdk  Plus.  Baririk 
(Contrasts  for  vtofin,  clarinet 
and  piano);  Kod&v 
(intermezzo  for  sMng  Mo); 
Doimrinyi  (Sextet).  Presented 
by  Chris  de  Souza 

240  Fairest  late:  Songs  tram 
Wont  and  North.  Songs,  with 
and  without  words,  by  Gustav 
Hotel 

340  MWng  the  Archive.  Susan 
Sharpe  taflra  to  the  soprano 
Dame  Elisabeth  Schwarzkopf, 
and  introduces  a  1068  recital 
of  lieder  by  Wotf,  Schubert 
and  Strauss 


uam  srnppvw  Forecast  (LW 
only)  6.00  News  Briefing,  ind 
6.03  Weather  6.10  Farming 
Today  BJSS  Prayer  for  the  Day 
6.30  Today,  ind  6^0,  7.00, 
7J30.  aOO.  8L30  News  6J55, 
7.55  weather  7.25, 8L25 

Sport  7A5  Thought  fat  the 
Day  640  Yesterday  in 
Parliament  &5S  Weather 
9.00-10.00,  1030-340  Test 
Match  Spuefal  (LW  onty). 
South  Africa  v  England  in  the 
third  Test 

SLOO  News  (HI  onfy)  9.05  Desert 
Island  Discs  flFM  only).  With 
the  writer  Nigel  Nicoteon  (1) 
945  Letters  from  Ireland  (PM 
onty].  John  Gray  writes  [ram 

Unenhatt  Ltorary  in  BeBast 

1040-1040  News;  Print  the 
Legend  (FM  onty): 

Revolution.  Professor 
Christopher  Frayfing  examines 

the  way  history  has  beer 

portrayed  on  the  btg  screen. 

Directors  GSo  Ponfcecorvo 
and  Ken  Loach  topiain  why 

they  hare  made  Sms  that  are 

truty  poGtica!  (5/8) 

1040  News;  An  Act  of  Worship 

(LW  onty)  * 

2&15Jl*£S“PtI'd  We  <•-*  onto 

NB:  The  Inflowing  are  on  FM  only 
unSBfl  3pm. 

1040  Woman’s  Hour  reports  from 
Leeds,  Britain's  fastest 
growing  financial  centre 
1140  The  Natural  History 

Programme,  Joanna  Plmock 
Investigates  seabiro  and 
marine  fife  in  and  around  the 
fauand  islands 
1240  News;  You  and  Youre 
1225pm  The  Food  Programme. 
Richard  Ehfflch  presents  a 
glide  to  cookbooks, 
beginning  with  a  selection 
from  Italy  1245  Weafoet 


classical  style  .of  the 
north  Indian  Dhrupad  features 
toe  pakhavaj  ctium  and  the 
nxnvlNffl 

540 The  Huafc  Machine  In ' 
Ctdcago.  Tommy  Pearson 
visits  Kingston  Mines,  the 
home  ot  Chicago  Hires 
5u15  in  Thne,  with  Natafie  Wheea 
Indutfing  Schubert 
(Impromptu  to  F  minor  Jr 643 
Barber  (Nocturne,  Four  .  . 

Songs);  640  Dvcfck 
(Romance  to  F  mnor  far  victim 
and  orchestra) 

740  BBC  Scottish  Symphony 
Ochestra  hi  France:  Evalyn 
Glennie,  percussion.  Jsrzy 
MaksynwA  conducts  Bgar 
(Introcfactior  and  Allegro); 
MacMBan  (VanL  veni 
Emmanuel);  Stoefius 
(Symphony  No  2).  Introduced 
by  Geoffrey  BasterviBa 
0.15  Cinema  100:  LumfAre’a 

CWWran.  Christopher  Cook  ■ 
looks  H  special  effects 
9L40  Britannia  at  the  Opera. 
Opera  Restor’d  under  Pater 
Holman  performs  Pyrwnus 
end  Thabe,  John  Frederick 
Lanwe’s  "mock  opera"  of 
1745.  With  Mark  Padmore 
and  Susan  Bisatt  in  the  file 
roles.  Michael  Sanderson, 
Anrel  Trehame.  Andrew 
Knight  and  Peter  Mine 
1040-1 .00am  Hear  and  Now,  wSh 
Robert  Ztegter.  Austrian  Radio 
Symphony  Orchestra  under 
hens  Zander  performs 
GSadrto  Scelsi  (Kom-om-pax; 
Hurquafia);  also  Chris  Bum's 
Henry  CaveS  in  Music  end 
Wbnis :  and  works  by  lor 
WUlcocK  and  Tales  Veilanfe  .. 


140  The  World  at  One  (FM.  LW) 
1-40  The  Archers  (r)  1JSS 


240  News:  The  Classic  SertaL 
Bamaby  RudOe,  by  Charles 
Dicterts(2/3l(r) 

340  News;  The  Afternoon  Shfft 
440  H«*ro  4.05  Kaleidoscope 
reviews  Beat  Cuifon?  at  the 
WMtney  Museum  in  New  York 
445  Short  Story.  Parang,  by 
Marie  Coffins.  Read  by 
Vivienne  Rochester 
540  PM  540  Shipping  Forecast 
5-55  Weather 

6.00  six  cyctock  Nam  640 
Going  Places 

740  News  745  The  Archers 
740  Rck  of  the  Week,  with 
Christopher  Serte 
8.05  Any  Questions?  Jonathan 
Dgnbleby  chairs  a  dfacusslnn' 
in  Macclesfield.  Wih  Paul  ' 
Boateng.  MP;  Professor  JUten 
Le  Grata  of  the  London 
School  of  Economics;  Tessa 
Keswick.  Director  of  the 
Centre  for  Roficy  Studies;  arkf 
TVn  Eggar.  MP.  Trade  and 
Industry  Mtoister 
840  Those  CaM  Days.  Sea 
Choice 

5.15  Latter  from  America 
940  Kaleidoscope  Feature:  The 
flcWanaes  at  popularity  end 
fashion  (rt  9^  Weather 
1040  The  World  Toidght,  wfth 
Robin  Lustig 

1045  Book  ai  Bedtime;  The  Go- 
Between  (5/10) 

1140  Week  Ending.  News  satfre 
1145  Fourth  Column 
1145  Powerful  Substances  (2/2) 
1240  News,  rnd  1247am  Weather 
1240  The  Late  Book:  Sucking 


Michael  Careon.  The  final  part 
140As 
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Sympathy,  if  reluctant,  for  the  bedevilled 

Ever  since  BBCl's  Do  r/? 

Right  Thing  exposed  iht  8?  ^  W>ng  taxes  has  some- 
kind  of  amorai  socierv  w<-  f  !-ny  ,0  wiih  social  respansi- 
uve  in.  I’ve  been  a  bit  uJJL  k'lity.  Doctors  in  the  Pock  (BBC2) 


S IVe  a  bit  wary  "of 

tnoral  pronouncements.  That  ac 

““S"®  scries  every  week 
diusd  more  gloomy  news  about 
the  nations  moral  grasp  "Welfi 
Eighty  per  anr  say  &&&£?* 
nght  to  kill  the  old  lady!-  Terrv 
Wogan  would  say.  “Should  Z 
by  onTjJ: 

per  cent  say  a 

ska^rd  would  be  quicker/ 
Wdk  I  wouldn’t  want  to  be  in 
Janet  Daley’s  shoes,  that’s  all  The 
moral  maze  is  something  m<S 
peopk  don’t  bother  with:  they  hhS 
abuUdoaer  and  knock  it  dow£ .  Y« 
the  film-makers  and  broadcasters 
ecntmue  to  use  the  moral  universe 
as  a  backdrop  to  their  work,  which 
is  touchingly  old-fashioned  of 
mem.  As  I-  mentioned  last  week 
Thursday  rughi’s  larky  drama 
fen«£5?srf,ttsle/5  of  East  Finch- 
Ity  (BBC2)  actually  dares  to  sug- 


e.  .m  uu  wii/i  social  responsi- 
pmty.  Doctors  in  the  Pock  (BBC 21 
turns  on  a  delicate  issue  of  medical 
cm  res:  and  so  un.  1  don’t  know  why 
they  bother;  but  I’m  glad  they  do. 

Pnde  of  place  last  nighrwenr  to 
L-nannel  4’s  fascinating  Secret 
Lives,  which  ihis  week  did  its 
darnedesi  ro  uncover  material  on 
Howard  Hughes  —  the  human 
Andrex  puppy  of  Las  Vegas.  The 
point  about  Hughes  was  lhat  he 
was  evil,  corrupt,  paranoid  and 
megalomaniac,  but  at  the  same 
time  pitiful.  So,  perverse  as  al¬ 
ways.  Secret  Lives  left  you  feeling 
sorry  for  a  monsicr  who  bribed 
governments;  while  despising  an 
old  man  in  shorts  and  toggle 
(Baden-Pbwell.  last  week)  who 
gave  the  world  nothing  more 
dangerous  than  dib-dib-dib. 

Despite  the  paranoid  seclusion, 
Hughes  still  influenced  politics; 
still  achieved  tax  avoidance  un¬ 
dreamt  of  in  East  Finchley.  His  old 


bodyguards  and  surveillance  men 
now  came  forward  lo  speak,  but 
their  first-hand  contributions  were 
overshadowed  by  a  wizened  Aus¬ 
trian  psychoanalyst  —  probably  a 
woman,  though  if  was  hard  to  tell 
—  who  pronounced  on  Hughes 
without  ever  having  met  him.  "He 
van  is  attenrion,  bot  he  iss  avraid  of 
beink  looked  at.”  “He  loves  vimen. 
hot  he  hass  hatred  und  envy;  zo  he 
vishes  to  enzlave  and  destroy.” 
Hughes  used  to  insist  that  liis 
young  female  protegees  avoid  rhe 
level  crossing  on  Santa  Monica 
Boulevard,  because  bouncing  on 
rail  tracks  was  bad  for  their 
breasts.  For  once,  the  shrink  had 
nothing  to  add. 

The  case  of  Nigel  Cox  on 
Doctors  In  the  Dock  (BBC2) 
was  rather  more  subtle.  In 
1991,  he  administered  a  lethal 
injection  lo  a  woman  dying  in 
great  prain  from  rheumatoid  ar¬ 
thritis.  Subsequently,  he  was 
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found  guilty  of  attempted  murder, 
but  not  struck  off.  Now  he  sat  in  a 
chair  before  a  fire  and  told  his  side 
of  the  story.  In  appallingly  difficult 
circumstances,  and  with  every  hu¬ 
mane  intention,  he  had  deliber¬ 
ately  administered  potassium 
chloride,  to  help  the  woman  to  die. 

The  question  was  not  u  moral 
one  here;  it  was  legal.  The  law  may 
be  wrong,  but  Dr  Cox  broke  it.  Yet 
he  and  his  wife  were  genuinely 


shocked  when  a  tearful  jury  found 
him  guilty.  It  is  odd  when  intelli¬ 
gent  people  cant  get  their  heads 
around  something  as  simple  as 
this.  With  hindsight.  Dr  Cox 
objected:  “The  reason  l  got  into 
trouble  was  because  I  recorded 
what  I  did  in  the  notes”,  a 
depress  in  glv  petulant  attitude.  It 
needs  no  Austrian  psychoanalyst 
to  tell  him  no.  the  real  reason  you 
got  into  trouble  was  lhat  you  made 
free  with  the  potassium  chloride. 

Morally,  many  people  would  be 
on  the  side  of  Dr  Cox.  It  seems  to 
have  been  a  dear-cut  case  of 
compassion  in  action;  the  dead 
woman's  family  have  always  en¬ 
dorsed  his  acL  When  the  General 
Medical  Council  addressed  the 
case,  they  surprised  Dr  Cox  and 
his  wife  (again)  by  supporting  him. 
and  not  striking  him  oft  the 
register.  But  quite  properly,  the 
GMC  was  more  interested  in  the 
extenuating  circumstances;  it  also 
understood  lhat  doctors  have  no 


Time  in  their  daily  lives  for  musing. 
“Do  I  have  the  right  to  do  this? 
Perhaps  nature  should  take  its 
course?"  The  role  of  medicine,  after 
all,  is  to  prevent  nature  taking  its 
course.  That’s  why  it  was  invented. 

Not  a  lor  of  laughs,  then?  I'm 
afraid  not.  Perhaps  1  was 
just  looking  for  trouble, 
but  Public  Eye  (BBC2)  likewise 
concerned  a  simple  question  of 
legal  infringement.  The  subject 
was  flyposring.  “a  twilight  world  of 
intimidation"  in  which  the  feeble 
prohibition  “Bill  stickers  will  be 
prosecuted"  is  a  source  of  mirth. 
Rival  gangs  of  flyposters  contend 
for  the  prime  sites  and  things  rum 
nasty,  because  the  business  is  not 
only  easy  (if  you  have  a  big  brush 
and  a  bucket)  but  lucrative  too.  For 
every  poster  stuck  on  a  shopfront. 
Bill  Sucker  gets  £1.20.  Record 
companies  and  band  promoters 
revel  in  the  cheapness  of  the 
advertising  and  in  fact  appear 


offensively  smug  when  questioned 
about  their  role.  Meanwhile,  pen¬ 
sioners  in  the  Rusholme  district  of 
Manchester  attack  paster  sites 
with  petitions  and  wallpaper 
scrapers,  which  in  the  context  of 
this  "twilight  world  of  intimida¬ 
tion"  looks  terribly  unwise. 

It  was  a  good  stozy  for  a  half- 
hour  current  affairs  programme, 
John  Taylor  hit  the  streets  of 
Sheffield  in  tile  company  of  Mike 
Faal.  a  man  who  has  cornered  the 
flyposring  in  northern  cities  so 
successfully  that  the  council  in 
Sheffield  has  virtually  licensed 
him  to  get  on  with  it.  and  to  control 
the  undesirables.  Faal  came  across 
as  a  bit  of  a  hero,  though  as  a  con¬ 
tributor  to  Po  the  Right  Thing  he 
would  certainly  have  his  limita¬ 
tions.  One  of  the  angry  pensioners 
confronted  him  and  asked  how  he 
defended  this  illegal  despoliation 
of  our  streets.  And  he  was  ready 
for  this  question.  “It’s  a  way  for  me 
to  make  money.”  he  said. 


6.00am  Business  Breakfast  (312S3) 

7.00  BBC  Breakfast  News  (47898863) 

9.10  KHroy  (s)  (6192383) 

10-00  News  (Ceefax)  and  weather  (5712919) 

10.05  Can’t  Cook,  Won't  Cook  fs)  (6735450) 

10.30  Good  Morning  with  Anne  and  Nick  (s)  (40863) 

12.00  regional  news  and  weather 

(o5ioo41) 

12L05pm  Pebble  Mill  (s)  (5764573J 
12-50  Regional  News  and  wealher  (6461 031 8j 
I-00  006  O'Clock  News  (Ceefax)  and  weather  (10641) 
I-30  Neighbours  (Ceelax)  (s)  (96153467) 

1.50  Cohimbo  (r)  (Ceefax)  (6017573) 

3-05  Timekeepers  (s)  (6740196)  3 JO  Jim  Henson’s 
Animal  Show  (s)  (1584370)  3.55  The  Itsy  Bftsy 
Spider  (s)  (9145283)  4.15  Julia  Jekyd  and 
Harriet  Hyde  (Ceefax)  (s)  (1 889221 J  4.35  Record 
Breakers  (1 1 42931) 

5.00  Newsround  (Ceetax)  (3583738) 

5.10  Blue  Peter  (Ceefax)  (s)  (8941467) 

5-35  Neighbours  (r)  (Ceelax)  (s)  (623047)  NORTHERN 
IRELAND:  5.35  Inside  Ulster 
6UM  Six  O’Clock  News  (Ceefax)  and  weather  (486) 

6.30  Regional  News  magazines  (738) 

7.00  The  World’s  Strongest  Man.  The  fourth  of  five 
qualifying  heats  in  this  year's  competition  (Ceefax) 
(s)  (1663) 

7.30  Pftflawfl  Tomorrow's  World.  News  on  science 
**3™™  and  technology.  (Ceefax)  (s)  (950) 

8-00  WDdBfe  on  One.  Malice  in  Wonderland.  A  look 
.  underwater  at  the  coral  reef  in  the  Red  Sea  and  the 
battle  for  survival  that  goes  on  there  (r)  (Ceefax)  (s) 
(7283) 

&30A  Question  of  Sport  BiD  Beaumont  and  Ian 
Botham  captain  two  leans  of  sporting  celebrities 
answering  questions  put  by  David  Coleman 
(Ceefax)  (s)  (6318) 

9.00  Nine  O’Clock  News  (Ceefax)  and  wealher  (2950) 
^ML30  Dangerfleid.  Joanna  finds  out  that  Paul  has  a 
secret  love  (Ceefax)  (s)  (11 4009)  WALES:  9  JO  The 
Way  It  is  (588757)  10.50  Film:  Shattered  (9321 6844) 
1Z25am  Film:  Taste  the  Blood  of  Dracula  (814622) 
200  News  headlines  and  weather  (EB57G6Q3) 


Tom  Derenger  and  Greta  Scacchi  (10J20pm) 

1020  FILM:  Shattered  (1991).  Interesting  cast  (Tot71 
Berenger,  Greta  Scacchi,  Bob  Hoskins,  Joanne 
Whaltey-Kilrnef)  in  a  ho-hum  thriller  from  Wolfgang 
Petersen  (director  of  Das  Bool),  based  on  the  novel 
The  Plastic  Nightmare.  A  man  (Berenger)  walks 
away  from  a  terrible  car  accident  with  Ws  memory 
gone  and  his  body  shattered.  Plastic  surgery 
restores  his  looks  but  he  has  to  turn  first  to  his 
unreliable  wife  (Scacchi)  and  then  a  private 
detective  (Hosldns)  to  reconstruct  the  past.  (Ceefax) 
(s)  (428370) 

1lJ55FUJUb  Taste  the  Blood  of  Dractda  (1970)  with 
Christopher  Lee.  The  vampire  rises  from  the  grave 
to  avenge  the  death  of  a  black  magician  at  the 
hands  erf  soma  Victorian  thrfW- seekers.  Directed  by 
Peter  Sasdy  (728202)  1.30am  Weather  (2184245) 


VARIATIONS 


6.00am  Technology  season:  Great  Egg  Race  (81776) 
6.30  Great  Experiments  (75080) 

7.00  Breakfast  News  (Ceefax  and  signing)  (9039776) 
7.15  Lassie  (2731592)  7.40  Albert  The  5th  Musketeer 

(r)  (Ceelax)  (s)  (7653134)  8.05  Smart  (r)  (Ceelax) 

(s)  (2021009)  8.35  The  Record  (s)  (7454115) 

9.00  At  the  Risk  of  Our  Lives  (3231196)  9J50  Prue 

Leith’s  Tricks  of  the  Trade  (3012028)  10.00 
Playdays  (7185991) 

1025  FILM:  Old  Man  Rhythm  [1935  b/w)  Musical  with 
Charles  "  Buddy"  Roqers.  Directed  by  Edward 
Ludwig  (8688950) 

11.40  The  Fugitive  (b/w)  (4419931)  12.30pm  Working 
Lunch  (79757)  1.00  William's  Wish  Wellingtons 
(26050283)  1.05  Johnson  and  Friends 

(48687221)  1.15  Movie  Magic  (44446399)  1  AO 
Even  More  of  Glynn  Christian’s  Entertaining 
Microwave  (15426931)  1.55  Understanding  Cats 
(15416554)  2.10  Sport  on  Friday  (650950) 

335  News  (Ceefax)  (9520399) 

4JK)  Today’s  the  Day  (979)  4.30  Ready,  Steady,  Cook 
(863)  5.00  Esther  (9641)  5.30  StiH  in  Business 
(670080)  5.45  Turning  Points  (801979)  5.50 
Human  Rights,  Human  Wrongs  (882844) 
6.00pm  The  Ministers  (b/w  Ceefax)  (147283) 

625  The  New  Avengers  (Ceefax)  (520318) 

7.15  Football,  Fussball,  Vostbal.  Next  year's  European 
Championship  (803573) 

8.00  Top  Gear  Motors  port  (Ceefax)  (s)  (5825) 

8^30  Secret  Nature.  Andrew  Cooper  continues  his 
exploration  of  the  English  Channel  (7660) 

9.00  Not  the  Nine  O'clock  News  (r)  (Ceefax)  (51 72) 


Steve  Coogan  In  quizzical  guise  (9.30pm) 


9.30 


Coogan’s  Run.  Natural  Bom 
Quizzers.  (Ceefax)  (s)  (82221) 

10.00  Have  I  Got  News  for  You.  Angus  Deayton  hosts 
the  news  quiz,  with  team  captains  Paul  Merton  and 
Ian  Hlstop  (s)  (47660) 

10.30  Newsntght  (Ceefax)  (785931) 

11.15  Anyone  For  Pennis?  Dennis  Penn  is  introduces  his 
favourite  Sunday  Show  interviews  (r)  (319221) 
WALES:  11.15  Welsh  Lobby  (319221)  11.45 
Anyone  for  Pennis?  (31859Z)  12.15am  Weathetview 
(310448)  12L20  Human  Rights.  Human  Wrongs 
(5433210)  1SL30-2.55  Film:  Pelle  the  Conqueror 
(56274697) 

11.45  Weathervlew  (612329) 

11.50  Hunan  Rights,  Human  Wrongs  (r)  (s)  (816298) 
12JJ0  FILM:  Pelle  the  Conqueror  (1988)  with  Max  von 
Sydow  (Danish  with  English  subtitles)  (526351). 
Ends  at  230am 
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MfetoVMtoPta5+.  toary  LuxsiKoryHouso. 


eapAith  id  after  Ones]  cr  write  to  VMst 
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VUeo  Piogrammer  ere  rooemartts  ci  Gomsur  Dewtopucnt  Ltd. 


Colin  Probert  supervises  coach  arrivals  (C4, 8.00pm) 
Bus  Stop 

Channel  4.  S.OOpm 

Visitors  lo  Victoria  Cciach  Station  in  London  may  be 
surprised  to  discover  that  the  amplified  music  is 
classical.  On  Maundy  Thursday,  when  this  film  was 
made,  it  was  Mozart's  Horn  Concerto.  Warwick 
Hillman,  the  managing  director,  reckons  such  music 
has  a  soothing  effect  on  passengers.  And  if  the 
customers  are  happy  there  is  less  stress  on  staff.  With 
more  than  600  coaches  a  day  passing  through  the 
station  over  Easter,  the  scope  (or  frayed  tempers  is 
considerable.  Michael  Houldey's  camera  picks  up  a 
few  of  them.  He  also  follows  a  worried  grandmother 
and  attempts  to  eject  a  beggar.  The  "day-m-the  life” 
format  has  tong  been  a  documentary  staple.  Houldey 
proves  that  it  can  still  come  up  fresh. 

Dressing  For  Breakfast 

Channel  4. 9XX)pm 

Stephanie  Cal  man's  sit-com  has  forcefully  challenged 
the  complacent  assumptions  of  the  genre  and  her 
female-centred  depiction  of  the  battle  of  the  sexes 
continues  to  bite.  But  despite  the  savage  putting-down 
of  men  and  the  often  explicit  language,  in  one  central 
respect  this  is  a  conventional  project.  At  the  heart  of  the 
sit-com  is  an  equilibrium  that  may  be  temporarily 
unsettled  but  is  always  restored.  If  the  younger  Steptoe 
had  left  his  Dad,  as  he  threatened  to  throughout  the 
Gallon-Simpson  masterpiece,  the  series  would  have 
come  to  an  immediate  end.  Similarly  if  Louise  (Beatie 
Edney)  found  a  lasting  male  relationship,  there  would 
be  no  more  Dressing  For  Breakfast.  But  there  is  little 
danger  of  this  happening  and  certainly  not  tonighL 

Coogan's  Run:  Natural  Born  Quizzers 

BBC2, 930pm 

leration  of 
Iture  can  go 

back  a  long  way.  A  previous  episode  in  this  series  was 
set  in  I960,  with  appropriate  period  iokes.  and 
tonight's  caper  assumes  knowledge  of  a  radio  quiz  that 
is  even  older.  Hands  up  those  who  recall  Top  of  the 
Form ,  a  somewhat  well-scrubbed  contest  between 
schools.  Coogan  and  his  fellow-writers  certainly  do 
and  have  come  up  with  a  wonderfully  dotty  tale  about 
two  jailbirds  (played  by  Coogan  and  Patrick  Marber) 
who  failed  to  win  Top  of  the  Form,  thinly-disguised  as 
Top  of  the  Class,  as  children,  went  to  prison  for 
burning  down  their  school,  and  reappear  20  years 
later  to  stage  an  unlikely  revenge. 

Tomorrow’s  World 
BBC  I.  730pm 

Bravely  competing  with  Coronation  5/reef, 
Tomorrow’s  World  continues  to  earn  its  keep.  If  the 
science  is  often  popular  rattier  than  important,  there  is 
always  Horizon  tor  a  weightier  approach.  Horizon 
would  probably  not  carry  tonight's  report  about  a 
chair  designed  ro  refresh  tired  businesspeople.  The 
electronics  behind  the  idea  are  nonetheless  impressive. 
The  chair  offers  both  a  massage  for  the  muscles, 
through  knobs  and  rollers,  and.  thanks  to  videos, 
soothing  images  for  the  mind.  When  the  subject's 
pulse  drops  law  enough,  the  chair  turns  off.  We  also 
hear  from  Finland  about  a  prototype  tree  harvester 
which  has  six  legs  and  can  scythe  through  a  forest  like 
something  out  of  a  horror  film.  Peter  Waymark 


CARLTON 


6.00am  GMTV  (8576912) 

9.25  Supermarket  Sweep  (s)  (8654912) 

9.55  London  Today  (Teletext)  (4735270) 

10.00  The  Time ...  The  Place  (s)  (2430979) 

10.35  This  Morning  (28467405) 

12.20pm  London  Today  (Teletext)  (8514825] 

12.30  ITN  Lunchtime  News  (Teletext)  (2372863] 

12^5  Home  and  Away  (Teletext)  (2357554) 

1.25  Coronation  Street  (r)  (Teletext)  (444536891 

1.55  Shortland  Street  (96174950) 

2.20  The  Chrystal  Rose  Show  (s)  (18022931) 

250  High  Road  Isabel  is  devastated  when  Alun  leaves 
Gfendaroch  tor  Blackpool  (Teletext)  (5500486) 

3.20  ITN  News  headlines  (Teletext]  (8088573) 

3.25  London  Today  (Teletext)  (8087844) 

3.30  Jays  World  (s)  (3707912)  3.45  Mumfie's  White 
Christmas  (396739) 

4.15  Tiny  Toon  Adventures  (1865641)  4.40  Fun 
House  (Teletext)  (s)  (1426931) 

5.10  LWT  —  Caring  at  Christinas  (2469844) 

5.40  ITN  News  and  weather  (687370) 

6.00  Home  and  Away.  Dylan,  Angel  and  Shane  prepare 
tor  the  trip'  of  a  lifetime  (r)  (Teletext)  (141009) 

625  London  Tonight  (Teletext)  (875405) 

7.00  Family  Fortunes.  Les  Dennis  introduces  two  more 
families  as  they  compete  for  prizes  and  the  jackpot 
(Teletext)  (s)  (6931) 


Steve  Coogan  may  belong  to  the  younger  gene 
comics  but  his  memory  for  popular  culnm 


Denise  Black  and  Maggie  Saunders  (720pm) 

720  Coronation  Street  Denise  (Denise  Black)  is  none 
too  pleased  when  her  sister  Alison  (Maggie 
Saunders)  visits  (Teletext)  (318) 

8.00 The  BUI:  No  Questions  Asked.  Ackfand  and 
Stamp  rtto  into  a  teenage  tearaway  whose  lile  is 
beginning  to  spiral  out  ol  control.  With  Trudie 
Goodwin  and  Graham  Cole  (Teletext)  (2979) 

820  Faith  in  the  Future:  Odd  Job.  Lynda  BeUingham 
faces  menopausal,  semi- single  IHe.  Hannah  hates 
her  new  job  but  sticks  with  it  lor  the  sake  of  the 
money.  With  Julia  Sawaiha  (Teletext)  (s)  (1486) 
9.00  Woman  on  the  Run:  The  Lawrencia  Bembenek 
Story.  The  last  part  of  the  mini-series  based  on  the 
true  story  ol  a  woman  who  is  sentenced  lo  We 
imprisonment  lor  murdenng  her  husband's  former 
wife.  Witt?  Tatum  O'Neal  (s)  (3554) 

10.00  News  at  Ten  (Teletext)  and  weather  (41486) 

1020  FILM:  Fighting  Justice  (1989)  starring  James 
Woods.  Robert  Downey  Jr  and  Margaret  Cotm.  A 
former  crusading  New  York  lawyer  rs  persuaded  to 
take  up  the  cause  of  a  young  man  jailed  lor  murder. 
Directed  by  Joseph  Ruben  (43776) 

1220am  London  Tonight  (Teletext)  (5252142) 

12.40  Sledge  Hammer  (98597841 
1.05  The  James  Whale  Show  (s)  (8732581) 

2.05  The  Chart  Show  (s)  (9128644) 

3.00  Cinema,  Cinema,  Cinema  (s)  (80426887) 

325  Noisy  Mothers  (s)  (4824264) 

420  The  New  Music  (95332) 

520  ITN  Morning  News  (89790).  Ends  at  6.00 


CHANNEL  4 


620am  Ulysses  31  Cartoon  series  (r)  (44496} 

7.00  The  Big  Breakfast  (33592) 

9.00  FILM:  Rhapsody  In  Blue  (1945).  Fictionalised  trim 
biography  of  composer  George  Gershwin,  played  in 
his  ilm  debut  by  Robert  Alda.  Directed  by  Irving 
Rapper  (71540979) 

1125  Pete  Smith  Specialties  (2541S44) 

12.00  Simply  the  Best  (r)  (48399) 

12.30pm  Sesame  Street  with  dancer  Arthur  Mitchell 
(17660)  1.30  Katie  and  Orbie  (r)  (63196)  ZOO 
Second  Chance  Sea  (60336318) 

Z15FILM:  Junior  Miss  (1945)  A  teenager  tries  to 
prevent  her  father  from  having  what  she 
misinterprets  as  a  Hing  with  the  boss's  daughter. 
With  Peggy  Ann  Gamer.  Written  and  directed  by 
George  Seaton  (651689) 

4.00  Think  Tank  (Teletext)  (s)  (937) 

420  Fifteen  To  One  (Teletext)  (s)  (931) 

5.00  The  Factory  (r)  (Teletext)  (s)  (7050592) 

5.45  Holy  Places  (r)  (Teletext)  (s)  (970592) 

6.00  Blossom  (r).  (Teletext)  (s)  (196) 

6.30  Moviewatch  (Teletext)  (s)  (776) 

7.00  Channel  4  News  (Teletext)  (431370) 

7.55  Book  Choice  (Teletext)  (s)  (777028) 

8.00  tofrjflfeca  Bus  Stop.  A  day  in  the  lile  ol  Victoria 
Coach  Station  (Teletext)  (3221) 

8.30  Brookside.  Rosie  hits  rock-bottom  (Teletext)  (r) 
(9028) 

9.00  Dressing  for  Breakfast.  Comedy  of 

contemporary  female  sexual  mores. 
(Teletext)  (r)  (5660) 

920  Rising  Damp:  Clunk  Clink.  Classic  comedy  with 
Leonard  Rossiler  and  Richard  Beckinsale  (r) 
(Teletext)  (84689) 

10.00  Frasier  Dark  Victory.  Sharp,  lapidary  American 
comedy  about  a  radio  psychologist  (Teletext)  (s) 
(49028) 

1020  COve  Anderson  Talks  Back.  The  chatterbox  is 
joined  by  Reg  Presley,  Alex  Hammond,  MP,  and  Sir 
Tim  Rice  (s)  (787399) 

11.15  Crapston  Villas  Adult  animation  by  the  creators  of 
Spitting  Image  (s)  (1 63950) 

11.30  Eurotrash  —  The  World  Tour  Antoine  de  Caunes 
and  Jean  Paul  Gauitier  body-surt  into  realms 
beyond  taste  (s)  (80912) 

12.00  Beavis  and  Butthead  Pop  videos  (&)  (86603) 


Beiafonte,  Begley  and  Ryan  (12.30am) 

1220am  FILM:  Odds  Against  Tomorrow  (1959).  Harry 
Belalonte  is  an  entertainer  recruited  to  take  part  In  a 
bank  robbery  by  a  former  policeman  (Ed  Begley). 
He  comes  up  against  a  racist  gangster  (Robert 
Ryan).  With  Sheifey  Winters  and  Gloria  Grahame. 
Directed  by  Robert  Wise.  (Teletext)  (396564) 

2.15  FILM:  Sherlock  Holmes  In  Washington  (1943, 
b/w)  Set  in  Washington  during  the  Second  World 
War.  Basil  Raihbone  stars  as  Sherlock  Holmes  on 
the  trail  of  a  missing  microfilm  up  against  Nazi 
agents.  Nigel  Bruce  plays  Dr  Watson.  With  George 
Zucco  and  Henry  Daniell.  (Teletext)  (6312264). 
Ends  at  3.30 


ANGLIA 

Aa  London  «c«pt  12-55-1.25  Coronation 
^Street  12357554)  1JIS  Hama  and  Away 
'•T  (44453689)  13S  A  Country  Practice 

(36216912)  23S-3J2S  Murder.  She  Wrote 
(9S8B641)  5.10  Shortfend  Street  124890441 
&25  Anglta  weather  (853487)  (L3O-7j00 
Anglia  News  (134)  1030  Angfa  News JEx&a 
(501341  114X3  SBt  Pairs  ol  Pants  [9863) 
1 1.30  Plugged  (86044)  12.30am  Tho  James 
Whale  Shaw  (10332)  1JO  Naey 
104/0060} The  Abum  Show  (5471871) 
3L20  Flm:  Tha  Shatedawn  (558516)  MO 
Cherra.  Cinema.  Cinema  (44284) 

CENTRAL 

A*  London  exempt  ISS  A  Country  Practice 
(96174960)'  2JO&25  Murder.  She  Wrote 
(4411487)  5.10  Shortland  Stoat  (2469844) 
&25-7P0  Cento!  News  and  Weather 
(875405)  1040  Cento)  Mfeetamd  (3781405) 
12.10am  Who  Do  You  Do?  (3823371)  12*0 
Beyond  ReeBy  (9850784)  4JB  JobSndar 
(2877968)  &20  Asian  Eye  fl  801852)  - 

GRANADA 

Aa  London  excapt  1SLBB-1.2S  Shortiand 
Street  (2357554)  1.25  Home  and  Away 
(89319641)  1J50  Blue  Heaters  (8*2399) 
2L6C&20  Growing  Pains  (5500486)  S.10- 
540  Htti  Road  (3489844)825.7.00  Grena¬ 
da  TonfcN  (875405)  .1040  UP 
(428000)  11.40  Bodies  al  Ewdenoa  [151848) 
12JSam-UK  The  Powers  That  Be 
(2404230) ; 

HIV  WEST.',  - 

As  London  except  1M5  Shortiand  Stoel 
(5881825)  1.20-1.50  High  Road  (4445431® 
BorLaos  Matter,  She  Wrote  (4411467) 
5.10  A  Corey  Practice  P^wg&ao- 
7.00  HTV  New  [U410«  an-  The  Hound 
ol  the  BaBtarvfles  (83439318)  ia3San  The 
Good  Sex  a*te  Abroad  (240423S) 

HTV  WALES 

As  HIV  WEST  except  Mfr7J»  Wales 
Tonight  (134)  1030  HIV  Wates  Nows  and 
WMter  (448028)  IMS  A  Nlfltt 
Money  (376776)  TL45  Stoat  Legal  (8^19) 

flt  MERIDIAN 

‘  As  London  Mcapt  9L3Bam-1MO 
ten  News  and  Weather  (47332715 1830pm- 
1230  Mertfan-  New  and  Waiter 
(8514825)  125&-1.25  Coronation  Street 


USE  A  CotiflTy  Practice  {96174350}  220 


and  Weather  (B0B7844)  S-10  Home  and 

Amy  (2469644)  637 -n«B  Mlraites -Your 

Stoy  (874825)  6JXJ-730  Mendtan  Tonight 
(74202)  IOcOO  Haws  alien;  WflttMr  (««[§. 
1030  Merictian  Nows  and  W&eihar  [457776] 


10.40  Sa  Pairs  ol  Parte  (257757)  11.10 
Tales  tram  me  Crypr  (161467)  1130 
Plugged  (86844)  1230am  The  James 
Wheta  Show  (10332)  1 JO  Noisy  Morhars 
(B47006S)  225  The  Album  Show  (5471871) 
320  Flm-  The  Shakedown  (558516)  100 
Freescreen  (44264) 

WESTCOUNTRY 

Aa  London  oxcapt:  9.55-10.00 
Westtountry  News  (4735Z7Q)  1220pm 
Westcourby  News  (8523573)  12J5-12J0 
My  Christmas  Sxxy  (8522B44)  IZSS-IOS 
Coronation  Street  (2357554)  1-2S  Home  and 
Away  (44453680)  1-S5  The  Wbocherd  Hie 
(36216912)  Z2S  Murder.  She  Wrote 
(968964 1 )  3^&  Westcountiy  News;  Weather 
(B087B44)  S.10  Home  and  Away  (2469044) 
6jOO-7J»  Wastcourmy  UW  (74202)  1030 
Weetcountry  News;  Weather  (457776)  10.40 
Rim.  Ladyhawte  (17020405) 

YORKSHIRE 

Aa  London  except  9J55am-UL00  Caten- 
dar  News  arid  Wfeamei  (473527®  12J20pm- 
1230  Yorkshire:  CaJandar  News  and 

Weather /Bfcdate:  Network  North  (8514825) 

12j65-1-2S  Cororiaton  Sra«  (2357554) 
lOS  Home  and  Away  (44453889)  A 
Cortry  Practice  (96174950)  120  Murder^ 
She  Wrote  (9006316)  3-™ 

(0099689)  3-15  Rwe  Urates  (8081660)  3JS 
ycxkshue:  Catendar  News  /  N«- 

wok  North  I8087B44)  5.10  Hare  and  *wy 
(2466644)  5l55  Calender  /  Network  North 
(139080)  8.30-7 J»  MsyWa  B*  (134) 

1QJ30  CaJerxter  News  and  W&aihef  (457776) 
1040  Mapnum  (428009)  IMP  War  and 
Rementbrence  (4SJ37p)  1  3Smh  The  Amee 
Whale  Show  (9640790)  2J3S  The  Bg  E 
(6483600)  330  Tha  Beat  (0616142)  425 
Shift  (2850510)  5.15  Profite  (4580264) 

S4C 

Sterte  7.00  Tha  Big  Breakfast  (33582)  ftOO 
Rtet  Rhapsody.*"!  Os  (71540979)  11-35 
PeteSmbi  Specialities  (2S41B44)  iZOOpm 
Sesame  Street  1766601  14)0  Sot  MetfTin 
(*3979)  1J30  Flm:  The  Ratrigs  Game 
{^853  3-30  Sophia's  Meet  Cora  (912] 
ADO  Think  Tank  (B37)  <L30  Hands  L|p<231) 
5J»S  Pisrp;  Y  EWgi  Bach  (6479641)  5.155 
Pump:  Mega  (35B82B3)  KJORteenToOna 
n 83)  <L00  Newyddion  (5M831)  6.15  Heno 
E05134)  7jOC  Pobol  Y  Cttffn  (44306(5  725 

Dras  Ban  LtestiB  (134O80J  8JM  Cain  Gated 
(3221)  8J0  Newyddion  (9028)  9M 
Ach^achyrc  Ar  H  Oinbych  (954573)  0>B 
Holy  Places  (236757)  1000  Broofcade 
1 49028)  1030  CSve  Andereon  Tatis  Back 
(787399)  11.18  Crapston  VBat  (163950) 
1131  Eurotrasn  (90912)  12^0am  Beams 
And  Butt-Head  (88803)  1230  Ftim:  Odds 
Agakisl  Tomorrow  (386564)  2.15  Ptm 
Shadock  Holmes  b  WasWngion  (4565156) 


SATELLITE 


•  For  more  comprehensive 
listings  of  satellite  and  cable 
channels,  see  the  Vision  sup¬ 
plement,  published  Saturday 
SKY  ONE _ 

7.00am  The  DJ  Kat  Snow  (52825)  B-00 
Power  Rangers  (81023)  530  Press  Your 
Luck  (80389)  9 JOO  Court  TV  (88509)  EL30 
Oprah  Wtnlrey  (71031)  1030  Concentration 
(03883)  11 J»  SaHy  Jassy  Raphael  (BS979) 
12X10  Jeopardy  (84115)  12J0pm  Mtsphy 
Broun  (17S37J  tJOO  The  tttaflons  (12486) 
ZJOO  Geraldo  (38573)  3j00  Court  TV  (4252) 
3l30  Oprah  Wirtrey  (BS71757)  4JO  Power 
Rtngws  (3627202)  UB  Postcards  tram  the 
Hedge  (5703221J  JLOO  Star  Trek:  The  Hen 
feneration  (4582)  &00  The  Simpsons 
(9776)  BJO  Jeopardy  (8888)  7J»  LAPO 
(5221)  7 JO  M*A*S*H  (9912)  8-00  Just 
Ktddng  (1641)  a30  Coppera  (4496)  MO 
Walter.  Taras  Ranger  (G24Q51  10-00  Star 
Trete  Tho  Next  Generation  (66502)  11-00 
Law  and  Oder  (66844)  12X0  Dawd 
Latterman  (8000055)  12.45am  The  Untouch- 
atteE  (6528806)  \20  Rachel  Gunn  128887) 
24W  hH  Mk  (7950687) 

SKY  NEWS _ 

News  on  iho  how. 

BkDOam  Sunrise  (9823321)  1030  ABC 
Ntghtlna  (914051 11 jOO  News  and  Business 
(209739)  1.30pm  CBS  News  (41 20^  2J0 
CBS  News  3J0  Cerauiy  (1134)  4-00  News 

and  Butness  (31047)  5.00  Lm  at  Fine 
(60844)  6-30  Adam  Bouton  (25080)  &3D 
Tha  Ertertarmani  Show  (8318)  9A0  Nsws 
and  Business  (723026)  11-3°  CBS  News 
(19757)  12J08M  ABC  News  1.30  Adam 
Bouton  (15622)  2J30  Wortdnide  Rapwl 
(76069)  3J30  Certury  (26564)  430  CBS 
News  (42264)  &3O4L00ABC  News  (491421 

SKY  MOVIES _ . 

GjOOtun  Showew  (7848S)  8JM  AHh 
Adams  (1935)  (2982S)  10.00  3  Ninjas 
(1992)^)47)  1200  The  Spy  In  the  Groan 
Hat  (1966)  (42776)  ZOOpm  Beethoven’s 
2nd  (1933)  (58844)  4j00  Apache  Uprtskig 
(1965)  (6196)  8J»3  Ntnjaa  (MB2)  (36080) 
8J0  Beethoven’s  2nd  (199?)  (48825) 
10JB  bnrfstote  The  Chroiddes  of  Bonja- 
mto  Knight  (1933)  (382496)  1135 
Ktokboarer  Ilk  The  Art  oC  Wsr  (1992) 
(237689)  IJJOem  M  Butterfly  (1993) 
(504974)  2M  H«ri  ol  a  Chid  (1994) 
(405(142)  4.10*00  The  Spy  In  the  Green 
Hal  (1966)  (4870611 

SKY  MOVIES  GOLD _ 

AOOpm  The  Gian  Key  (1942)  [47761  &00 
On  the  Tom  (1949)  (25912)  b jxj  The 


Club  (1985)  (37757)  10.00 
Paplllon  (1973)  (65615931)  1235am  Fest¬ 
er,  Puaaycatl  KU  KOI  (1965)  (8854055) 
2j06-3jt6  Paternity  (1981)  1607501) 

THE  MOVIE  CHANNEL 

6.00am  The  Hudterit  (1950)  (76028)  8-00 
A  Christmas  Carol  (1979)  (7Q5S2)  9.00 
Zoo  Robbery  (1073)  (4075937)  10.15 
Bachelor  Knight  (1947)  (87474660)  12-00 
The  Ports  Of  Paulina  (1947)  (40318) 
2.00pm  Bonanza:  Under  Attack  (1996) 
(54406)  4-00  A  Christmas  Carol  (1979) 
(4363573)  4.55  Zoo  Robbery  (1973) 
(8313370)  6.00  The  Snow  Queen  (1993) 
(13309)  7 JO  UK  Top  Ten  (5350)  {LOO  Rise 
and  WaUcThe  Dsnnts  Bynl  Story  (1694) 
(46487)  IOlOO  Tho  Assassin  (1993) 
(469 79)  1200  Mood  Imflgo:  Kind  at  a 
Kffisr  (1992)  (4573S1)  1  J5irm  Betrayal  of 
Trust  (1993)  (221264)  32MA0  Some- 
ana’s  Watching  (1993)  (32429790) 

THE  DISNEY  CHANNEL 

Sky  Movies  Gold  tram  10pm  to  4am. 
6J»am  Umbrella  Tree  (45410641)  640 
Muppei  Babies  (33421060)  7.00  Write  the 
Pooh  136291738)  720  Dutttales  (36203S73) 
aoo  Chp  n'  Date  (29566370)  8 30  Adven¬ 
tures  til  Wonderland  (29665641)  9J» 
Fraggte  Rock  (29689221)  9-30  Pooh  Comer 
(634W825)  1000  Dumbo's  Crate 

(33445680)  1030  Quack  Attack  (29685405) 
11XW  Wtil  Disney  Presents  (36212221) 
12JTO  FILM-  Two  Tictete  to  Broadway 
(33432196)  2.00pm  Wondertand  (70232031) 
220  LMrete  Tree  (622J76B9)  3  JOO  Fraggte 
Flock  (70238738)  3J0  Wnrte  the  Pooh 
(62232134)  4.00  Quack  Attack  (62211641) 
4J0  Duckules  (62217825)  SjOO  Cyberstar 
(68248283)  &30  Faerte  Tale  Theato 
(809291 9Q  730  Eyewitness  (G221BS54) 
aoo-itun  The  Best  d  Hotiywood.  ftachei 
and  the  Stranger  (66374641) 

EUROSPORT _ 

7.30am  Snowboardbig  (90BJS)  8JW 
Eucrfin  (30757)  8J0  Extreme  Games 
(79202)  0-30  Lite  Alpine  Sttng  (32757) 
11.00  Freestyle  Sksng  (12383)  12J»  Lhre 
Alpcne  Soing  C1B44]  730  Lite  Bobsleigh 
(123718  530  Eionlun  (0318)  A00  Funspon? 
(8825)  4J»  Freeslyfe  Skiing  (708311  5JJ0 
AtoinaSkmg  (76689)  EJO  News  (9554)  7JJ0 
Golf  (91554)  9.00  Uw  Equestrianism 
(5745(8  11-00  Extreme  Games.  (97738) 
12.OO-12J0am  News  (80413) 

SECT  SPORTS _ 

7JMsm  Gick£L  South  Alnca  v  England 
(485284*)  3-30  World  ol  Rugby  (4134)  3J0 
fA  Cup-  Brighten  v  Ftrihaffl  (70757)  5JX) 
Wotld  Wtesttng  Pederelion  Raw  05488}  600 


Gene  Kelly,  Frank  Sinatra,  Jules 
Murshin  (Movies  Gold,  6.00pm) 

sports  Centre  (43931)  7.00  Big  League 
Warmgton  v  CesUeloni  (7WC9793J  9-2S 
Sports  Cento  (791 134)  9J30  Cricket  (1 1592) 
11J30  Centre  (55573)  1230am  Big  Uagua 
(46784)  230430  Cricket  [54581 ) 

SKY  SPORTS  2 _ 

7.00pm  Trans  World  (6663467)  8JM  Skate 
International  of  Japan  (B572115)  9.00 Bcwig 
(6575202)  11J»  Skrft  Safcig  (1363080) 
11  JO  Coca -Cob  Crtctet  (9245405)  12-00- 
730m  Trans  WorW  (6739018) 

SKY  SOAP _ _ _ 

7-OOom  Goring  bght  (4924757)  7 jss  As  tha 
World  Turns  (73502211  8J»  Peyton  Race 
(4968467)  9J»  Days  of  Our  Lives  (4012467) 
10.10  Another  Worti 

SKY  TRAVEL _ 

11.00am  Globetrotter  IT38839G)  1150 
American  Vacation  (4788370)  1230pm 
Ptere  Franey  (2357573)  1.00  Around  tie 
World  (2973432)  1.30  Hawaii  Cooks 
(2356844)  2.00  E  Report  (4380863).  230 
CruShg  me  Globe  (2056134)  3J»  Getaway 
(4369370)  3304.00  Boomerang  0068979) 

THE  HISTORY  CHANNEL 

430pm  CU  Century  Weapons  at  War 


(1 302979)  5J»  HisteryAlte  (4383050)  630- 
7  jOO  Biography:  Genghis  Khan  (23655921 

THE  SCI-FI  CHANNEL 

1-00m  Swamp  Thrg  (1494061)  1 JO  Ray 
Bradbury  Theatre  (8723 15B)2JXMJX>  FILM 
The  Rencamation  ot  Pater  Proud  (21540611 

TLC _ 

gjXtam  The  Joy  c4  Parting  (9121979)  9.30 
Cootong  With  Kumta  11030660)  10.00 
Fumrture  to  Go  (6391660)  UL30  Soul  Metes 
(9110683)  11.00  ONy  Hunan  11636931) 
12.00  Jaablrds  (9101 115)  1230pm  Jmmy's 
(10417761  130  Cooking  WWi  Kurma 
(1647047)  1  JO  Painting  (1040047)  2.00  The 
Fbgre  Thing?  (7015554)  230  Gel  Wet  Soon 
(B661134)  3J»  Furniture  to  Go  (7034609) 
3J10-4.00  Two's  Courby  (8073979) 

UK  GOLD _ 

7.00am  Angels  (1640134)  7 JO  Neighbours 
(15296411  8-00  Sons  and  Daucfters 
(9100486)  830  EastEnefeis  (9109757)  9-00 
The  B*  (9190009)  0-30  The  Sulwans 
(1049318)  IOlOO  Bergerac  (1825825)  11  DO 
Dallas  (1645689)  12.00  Sons  and  Daughters 
(9103573)  12-30prn  Neighbour,  (1043134) 
1.00  EaslEhders  (1649405)  1J0  The  B* 
(1042405)  2.00  The  SiJivans  (90096347) 
JL25  Are  You  Being  Served?  (3130689)  3-00 
Angels  (7036047)  3-30  Eldorado  (0542009) 
4.00  Mss  Marpte  A  Pocketful  o I  Rye 
(95977738)  5jD5  Larry  Grayson’s  Generation 
Game  (41294020)  6.15  Kenny's  Comic  Cuts 
(6426844)  6J5  EastEndeis  (2079502)  7-00 
Eldorado  (7058028)  7.30  Taa  (0651757) 
BJOO  The  Best  ol  Top  of  rrta  Pops  (1094347) 
830  Some  Mothers  Do  Ave  Em  11835202) 
9JD0  Widows  (547B5B2)  1000  The  BrS 
(6230405)  10J5  Oassic  Sport  (1040044) 
1155  The  Young  Ores  (251 1038)  12.15am 
DrWhO  [8136245]  12^5  FILM  Cede  Name- 
Emerald  (3405581)  220  Shopping  s  Night 

TCC _ 

6,00am  r w#  (73321)  7.00  Pink  Panther 
(42863)  7-SOReedv  or  NW  “0 
Sweet  Vriey  Hgh  (50757)  830  Casper 
(6244006)  8-45  Dinobabas  (626KS2)  MO 
Try  TCC  (8916202)  12J0pm  Tiny  TCo 
(8677?)  230  HappOy  Ever  Mar  (4641)  3J» 
Some  tiw  Hedgehog  (6134)  3JO  Nav  PWr 
Panther  (6488)  4^0  Calterrte  Dreams 
(8221)  4J30-&00  Smier  Vatiey  High  14405) 

NICKELODEON _ 

6.00am  Bite  (58CG8)  130  Couni  Dudojla 
(73660)  7JM  BatfWr  (1633486)  7JK  Hero 
Turttes  (3664825)  735  Rugrale  (883221) 
8.15  Dmtg  (96911 6 J  8^45  Rocko's  Modem 

Lite  (5479405)  94X)  AMn  (205SG)  B.M  Pee- 

Wae's  Playhouse  (39738)  10-00  Banana 


Sandwich  192283)  11J»  Childrens  BBC 
(12047)  12.00  Rocko  1170281 12-30pm  Real 
Monaers  (33554)  1J0  Stop  lo  Shore  (16863) 
1  JO  Mighty  Max  132826)  2-00  Speed  Racer 
(3641)  230  Galaxy  High  School  15937]  3.00 
Count  Ductiula  (2776)  3.20  The  Utllesl  Pel 
Shop  (6592)  4.00  Hero  Turtles  (1399)  4-30 
Rugrais  (5793)  5JJO  Clarissa  (7221)  5J0 
Wtehbone  (4863)  &00  Doug  (J  776)  &30  Ate 
You  AtraKf5  (2028)  7X10  Ferns  Bueliet  (4757) 
730*00  Srster  Srsier  (1912) 

DISCOVERY _ 

4.00pm  Urwamed  Area  (1091283J  540 
Lgggnds  el  Usury  (7016641)  SJIOtwrOon 
(8662863)  830  BeyonQ  2000  (15B0641) 
7 30  On  the  Road  Again  (8GS9399)  8X» 
Lonely  Planet  (545S370)  9.00  Wings  Ovei 
the  world  (5478134)  10.00  Corvette 
(5479221)  11.00-12.00  Azimuth  (1624195) 
BRAVO _ 

12.00  RLM-  Devi  GW  liom  Mars  (2264973) 
1.30pm  Honey  West  (1037573)  230  The 
Sewn  (6396115)  3LOO  Scotland  Yard 
(7021 1151 3J0  Man  Irom  Interpol  (BB80405) 
4XX)  FILM  The  Fallen  Idol  (7025931)  SXU 
Danger  Man  (0666689)  6-30  The  Wild  Wld 
Waet  (1584467)  730  The  Protectors 
18646825)  84M  The  Saw  (54501961  8XU 
FILM.  The  Russians  Ate  Comingl  The 
Flosstans  Are  Coming!  11-30-1200  FLM 
Something  to  Cry  About  (6384370) 

UK  LIVING _ 

6.00am  Agony  Hour  (7489047)  7.00  Livrig 
Magaane  (8377689)  9D0  Front  Gaidars 
(2162844)  9 JO  Kaa  and  Ale  (5265196) 
IOlOO  Hearts  ol  Gold  (1879134)  11.00  The 
Young  and  toe  Restless  0033912)  11.55 
Foodwise  (8186844)  12J0pm  Food  and 
Drink  (5618134)  1-05  Kftoy  (1154641)  200 
Agony  Hour  (4149405)  3J0  Uwng  Magazine 
(4696009)  4-00  trtalUEtHXv  IK  (8535738) 
4J0  Croeswits  (7673202)  5-05  The  Joker's 
Wld  (59488370)  5-30  Bewitched  (8548202) 
6-00  Esther  (8545115)  6 JO  Delta  Smith's 
Christmas  (8538467)  7X0  Sportswoman 
(4488689)  8X0  The  Young  and  toa  Restless 
(4445009)  9X0  RLM:  The  Heart  ol  Christ¬ 
mas  (4804028)  8-30  Opryland  Christmas 
(9225050)  10J0  Entertainment  Now  11.00- 
12X0  Dangerous  Women  (6257825) 

FAMILY  CHANNEL _ 

SXOpm  The  Wonder  Years  (8979)  5-30 
Trnnn  (5757)  8X0  Batman  (5470)  6  JO 
Caichphrase  (9950)  7.00  Through  tt* 
Keyhole  (8115)  7J0  The  Fal  Guy  (B7B41) 
8J0  Herne  to  Boost  (6370)  9X0  Run 
Rondel:  Kissing  tha  Gunner's  Daughter 
(®979)  10X0  AJ  CUad  Up  (54573)  10J0 
Neon  Fitter  (23047)  11 JO  Batman  (85217) 


12X0  The  Fal  Guy  (66448)  IXOam  Zono 
(B9448)  1-30  flhada  (15351)  2.00  Neon 
Rider  (50142)  3X0  Rhoda  (967B4J  3J0 
Zone.  (917«i)  4X0  The  WOntte  Years 
(100*)  4J0-SX0  The  Black  Srafflon  (974 13; 

MTV _ 

SJOam  The  fend  (24079)  7.00  3  Iran  1 
(8445689)  7.1S  Awake  (4078050)  8X0  Mus<c 
Videos  (501028)  10 JO  Rodainentery 

164950)  11.00  SdJ  (40776)  12.00  Grcaiesl 
H4s  (906831  IXOpm  Muse  N<3n-Step 
f72612509)  2-45  3  bom  1  (37488S3J  3.00 
Cinematic  (8864863)  3.15  hanging  Out 
(7204689)  4X0  Piews  (2571757)  4.15 
Hanging  Out  (2554000)  4.30  Did  MTV 
(6863)  5X0  Real  World  London  (7009)  5J0 
Hanging  Oui/Dance  (54366)  7X0  Greatest 
Hds  (22825)  8X0  Mast  Wanted  (68399)  9  JO 
Beams  and  Buttfread  (91 522}  10X0  News 
(542115)  10.15  Cinematic  (530370)  10 JO 
Oddities  (729791  11X0  Paityzone  (15450) 
I.DOam  Nlghi  Videos  (4706264) 

VH-1 _ 

7.00am  Power  Broakbst  (3323973)  9X0 
CaJe  (1236405)  12X0  Hean  and  Sou I 
(2345738)  IXOpm  The  Vnyi  Years 
(2354486)  2X0  Jto  Bowen  (9219080)  3X0 
Into  tee  Music  (7155626)  6X0  Elton  John 
(2367950)  7.00  VH-1  lor  You  (6565825)  8X0 
Backtrack  1968  (4379757)  BJO  Fiofies 
(4381592)  9X0  Robert  Palmer  (6561003) 
mao  The  Vinyl  Years  (6564196)  11X0 
Around  (3228329)  12X0  Tho  Mghffly  Rocks 
(70885CO)  2X0am  Dawn  Parol 

ZEE  TV _ 

7X0am  Asien  Mofrwig  (119609791 8J0  Aap 
Kl  FariTOKh  (92743270)  0.00  Hiri  FILM: 
Baazi  (76973844)  12X0  Dektl  Btl&i  DeUl 
(846448061  12.30pm  Tabaan  SambhaJ  Ke 
(62377202)  1X0  Hnd  FILM'  Jum 
(25363318)  4X0  Manasi  (215S319Q  4  JO 
YaadcnKe  Rang  (21582060)5X0  Zee  Zone 
(58591196)  SJOrtpHp  Hurray  (92476134) 
BJO  Zee  end  U  (21504825)  7X0  BBCO 
(59504660)  7 JO  NaiTtesto  Indto  (21590009) 
8X0  News  BJO  Fftni  Chakfcer  (58509115) 
9X0-12.00  Hindi  FILM:  Mohn  (13081383) 

CARTOON  NETWORK/TNT 

Cartoons  from  Bam  lo  8pm;  TOT  IBms. 
7.00pm  Laurel  and  Hardy's  Laughing  20s 
(1965)  (36202844)  9.00  Gel  Carter  (1871) 
168371554)  ii.oo  Deal  Smith  and  Johnny 
Ears  (1973)  (40342405)  12.40am  North¬ 
west  Passage  (1B40)  (702895351  34S- 
5X0  Northern  Ptssrft  (1943)  (35538516) 

CNN/QVC _ 

CNN  provides  24-how  news  end  (JVC  is 
the  home  shopping  ctmneL 


0--' 


BOXING  36 

MATHIS  FINDS 
FAITH  TO  FACE 
THREAT  OF  TYSON 


SPORT 


FRIDAY  DECEMBER  15 1995 


GOLF  37 

dalyrewes 

MEMOR1ES  OE  ^ 
JAMAICA  FAREWELL  £ 


Inexperienced  attack  justifies  manager's  decision  to  gamble 

Martin  swings  Test  England’s  way 


Carling  to 


From  Alan  Lee,  crjcket  correspondent 

IN  DURBAN 


DURBAN  (first  day  of  five. 
South  Africa  won  the  toss): 
South  Africa  have  scored  139 
for  five 

AN  HOUR  Into  this  critical 
third  Test,  England’s  selection 
policy  looked  condemned. 
After  much  agonising,  they 
had  chosen  to  dispense  with 
the  experience  in  their  attack 
and  the  word  that  sprang 
readily  to  mind  was  reckless. 
Yet.  by  the  end  of  this  baffling 
day.  shortened  by  almost  two 
hours  through  bad  light,  the 
strategy  was  vindicated  and 
South  Africa  were  distinctly 
vulnerable,  relying  once  more 
on  their  regular  rearguard 
pairing  of  Jonty  Rhodes  and 
Brian  McMillan. 

The  transformation  was 
hard  to  explain.  From  54 
with  our  loss,  proceeding  with 
the  serenity  of  those  profiting 
from  the  errors  of  others. 
South  Africa  lost  five  wickets 
for  35.  While  giving  due  credit 
to  a  sudden  ana  essential 
improvement  in  the  bowling, 
it  should  be  recorded  that  the 
Kings  mead  pitch,  subject  of  so 
much  sinister  speculation,  be¬ 
haved  impeccably  and  that 
three  of  the  wickets  were 

SCOREBOARD 


Soutfi  Africa  wan  toss 

SOUTH  AFRICA.  Rrs>  Innings 

G  Kirsten  c  Hick  b  Martin .  8 

(79min.  62  Dallsj 

A  C  Hudson  c  Crawley  b  UQngwocth  45 
(86rr*n.  63  bate.  9  laurel 
■WJ  Crania  c  Martin  btlrmgworth  ..  8 
{2ann.  17  bate,  7  lour) 

D  J  CuiHnan  c  Smith  b  Martin  ..  10 

{64rrno,  60  bate.  2  tours] 

J  N  Rhodes  not  out . . 36 

(t42nun,  I  OS  bate.  4  tours) 

J  H  Kaffis  c  Russet  b  Martin .  1 

(12rmn.  12  bafis) 

B  M  McMMan  not  out . . . 26 

(87mm.  68  bads.  3  toms) 

Extras  (lb  SJ  . . .  5 

Total  (5  wkts,  64  overs,  251  min)  ..  139 
tD  J  Rtchacfcon.  S  M  Fotocfc.  C  R 
Matthews  and  A  A  Donald  io  bat 
FALL  OF  WICKETS.  1-54  (Hudson  45). 

2- 56  (Crortje  2),  3-73  (Cuflinai  9).  4-85 
(Rhodes  9).  5-89  (Rhodes  12) 
BOWLING:  Cork  19-1041-0  (96-150. 

3- 2-90, 7-3-14-0):  BottB-1-24-0  (5-1-15- 
0,  30-9-0):  Martin  13-4-310  (20^170. 

4- 1-6- 1 .  7-30-2):  QEngwodh  22-8-33-2 
(one  sped),  Hick  2-00-0  (one  spefl). 
Lunch:  750  (31  ovws.  122mm)  Cufltoan 
9.  Rhodes  2  Tea:  136-5  (82  overs. 
242mm)  Rhodes  34.  McMifen  25  Bad 
bght  slapped  play  at  244pm 

ENGLAND  'MAAlhartort.  A  J  Stewart.  J 
P  Crawley.  G  P  Thorpe.  G  A  Hick.  R  A 
Smith.  W  C  RussaU,  D  G  Cork.  P  4 
Martin,  M  C  lion.  R  K  UGngworth. 
Umpires:  S  A  Buchner  (West  Indies)  and 
D  L  Orchard  TV  replay  umpire:  K  E 
Liebenberg.  Match  referee:  C  H  Lloyd 
(West  Indies). 

RESULTS:  First  Test  (Pretoria):  drawn 
Second  Test  (Johannesburg)-  drawn. 
TESTS  TO  COME*  Fourth  (Port  Eliza¬ 
beth):  Dec  26  to  30  Fifth  (Cape  Town): 
Jan  2  to  6. 

□  Compfed  by  Bfl  Frindall 


donated  by  irratiana]  strokes. 

The  main  beneficiary  was 
Peter  Martin,  who  had  woken 
with  hope  rather  than  expecta¬ 
tion  of  playing  his  fourth  Test 
match.  When  his  first  two 
overs  cost  17  runs,  including 
four  successive  cover-driven 
fours  by  Andrew  Hudson, 
Martin  might  himself  have 
begun  to  share  the  general 
scepticism  over  the  amission 
of  both  Devon  Malcolm  and 
Angus  Fraser,  respectively  the 
hammer  and  chisel  of  En¬ 
gland’s  established  attack. 

(t  had,  unquestionably, 
been  an  adventurous  selection 
by  the  manager.  Raymond 
Illingworth,  but  it  was  not 
without  logic.  He  judged  that 
the  pitch  would  be  too  easy¬ 
paced  for  Malcolm  and  too 
true  for  Fraser.  He  reasoned 
that  any  help  would  come 
from  swing  and  so.  in  Martin 
and  Mark  Ilott,  he  identified 
the  men  to  capitalise. 

The  drawbacks  were  that 
this  pair  had  only  six  caps 
between  (hem.  Nerves  were 
inevitable,  early  waywardness 
unsurprising.  While  Dominic 
Cork  bowled  his  customarily 
confrontational  spell  with  the 
new  ball,  runs  flowed  freely 
from  the  other  end.  ■ 

To  his  credit.  Michael  Ath¬ 
erton  —  who  would  also  have 
chosen  to  bat  first — did  not  let 
matters  drift.  Ilott  was  with¬ 
drawn  after  five  overs  and 
Martin,  following  those  two 
chastening  overs,  was  prompt¬ 
ly  switched  so  that  the  strong 
cross-wind  assisted  his  a  way¬ 
swing.  His  line  Improved  in¬ 
stantly  and  he  began  to  make 
better  use  of  his  height  Gary 
Kirsten,  becalmed  during 
Hudson's  surge,  cut  impul¬ 
sively  at  a  ball  of  steep  bounce 
and  Graeme  Hick  grabbed  the 
catch  high  to  his  left  at  second 
slip. 

At  the  time,  this  seemed  no 
mare  than  a  temporary  re- 

Srieve.  But  the  day  would  not 
e  the  same  again,  for  now 
England  applied  pressure 
from  both  ends.  Richard 
Illingworth,  summoned  as 
early  as  the  16th  over,  found 
no  turn  but  his  recently  ac¬ 
quired  ability  to  torment 
through  flight  brought  rich 
rewards. 

Hudson  had  soared  his  45 
from  a  ball  fewer  than  Kirsten 
required  to  make  eight  and 
looked  set  for  overdue  correc¬ 
tion  of  an  abysmal  Test  record 
against  England  when  he  . 
offered  no  shot  to  Illingworth’s 
arm  ball.  David  Orchard, 
umpiring  his  first  Test,  confi¬ 
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ACROSS 
2  To  Hatter  (W) 

6  Foreman  (slang);  film  elec¬ 
trician  (6) 

8  Latex:  eraser  (6) 

9  Talk,  aver  (7) 

10  Mexican  empire,  fell  io  Cor¬ 
tes  (5) 

12  Our  era;  advancing  age 
(joe.)  14,6) 

16  Relentless  (eg  effort)  ( 1 0) 

IS  Illegal  activities  (5) 

20  Make  neater,  quicker  (7) 

2 1  Coloured  cotton  print  (6) 

22  Willow  Dower  (6) 

23  Amaze  (S) 


DOWN 

1  Beaming  with  joy  (7) 

2  Dismiss:  rudely  ignore  (5  J) 

3  Bird  with  big  colourful  beak 

m 

4  Disprove  (argument)  (5) 

5  Illegal  seizure  of  ship  (6) 

7  Man  of  ail  work  (S) 

1 1  Babylonian  stepped  tower 
(8) 

13  To  ihe  extent  that  [8) 

14  Meantime  (7) 

15  Spiny  tropical  tree  (6) 

17  Sir  Isaac — .mathematician 
(6) 

19  Stupid  person  (5) 


The  solution  to  652  wD  be  pobfisfeed  Wednesday.  December  20 

AKOM  LTD  IS  NOW  OFFERING  READERS  OF  THE  TIMES  FREE  DELIVERY 
OF  THE  ITEMS  LISTED  BELOW  AT  STANDARD  RETAIL  PRICE  -  OFFER 
APPLIES  UK  ONLY. 

TH  E  TIMES  GUIDES:  TO  The  Middle  East  TO  The  Single  European  Marker  E8.99 

uTich:  TO  The.  frupte  of  Europe  (HB)  E  15,99.  TO  The  Nw  British  State  (HK  Elfi.99 
TO  The  European  Parliament  —  June  1994  (HB)  £SL  THE  TIMES  GOOD 
UNIVERSITY  GUIDE  W9S-IW6  (PB)  E8.99. 

THETIM  ES  MAPS  (FoMed):  The  World  TOT  E4.99.  Ireland  3&«JT£4,99.  British 
fetes  srsair  £4.94  ALSO:  The  Times  (Kusbaled  World  History  (HB)  E2S,  (PB)  02.99. 
NEW!  The  Times  niusrrated  History  of  Europe  £25.  The  Times  1000 1996  £35.  The 
Times  Night  Sky  W9b  £150.  The  Times  Map  of  Canada  £4.99. 

Send  cheques  with  order  pays  hie  to  Akam  ltd  5t  Manor  Lane,  London  SE13  5QW. 
Delivery  to  8  days.  TfcL  01SI-S2  4575  C4hra]  No  credit  cards. 


Martin  is  elated  after  having  Kadis,  the  South  African  newcomer,  caught  behind  for  his  third  wicket  Photograph:  Graham.  Morris 


dently  upheld  England’s  ap¬ 
peal  for  a  catch  at  silly  point 
off  pad  and  glove. 

Six,  tense  overs  later. 
Illingworth  took  a  still  more 
influential  wicket  Hansie 
Cronje,  who  has  yet  to  impose 
himself  on  the  series,  made 
what  looked  a  pre-deterrained 
attempt  to  hit  Illingworth  over 
the  infield  and  was  instead 
caught  comfortably  at  mid-on 
by  Martin.  Illingworth,  who 


once  played  a  winter  on  this 
ground  for  Natal,  now  had 
two  wickets  few  five  and  Eng¬ 
land  adjourned  for  lunch  with 
spirits  soaring. 

DaryD  Cullinan  bats  by 
instinct;  he  is  not  the  man  for 
the  innings  of  retrenchment- 
Fortunate  to  survive  a  leg- 
before  appeal  in  the  first  over 
of  the  afternoon,  when  he,  too, 
shouldered  arms  to  Illing¬ 
worth,  he  made  only  one  more 


run  beforedriving  impulsively 
at  Martin  and  giving  Robin 
Smith  a  straightforward  catch 
at  cover. 

Rhodes  was  now  joined  by 
the  debutant  Jacques  Kallis. 
This  was  a  nice  irony  as  the 
morning  newspaper  in  Natal 
had  staged  a  phone-in  calling 
for  Rhodes,  one  of  their  awn, 
to  make  way  for  the  younger 
man.  In  the  event  the  selectors 
played  them  both  and  Rhodes, 


nothing  if  not  a  survivor, 
comfortably  outlasted  the  pre¬ 
tender  to  his  place. 

Kallis  could  hardly  be 
blamed,  for  he  received  the 
ball  of  the  day,  a  classical 
outswinger  from  Martin  that 
demanded  a  stroke  and  took  a 
thin  edge.  Martin  had  now 
taken  three  for  12  in  93  overs 
since  changing  ends  but  Eng¬ 
land  knew  better  than  to 
believe  they  were  in  command 


with  McMillan  striding  in. 

Absurdly  low  in  the  order 
for  one  who  has  comfortably 
the  highest  batting  average  in 
the  side.  McMillan's  presence 
was  massively  reassuring  for 
a  team  in  crisis.  When  fading 
light  and  thunder  curtailed 
play  soon  after  tea,  he  had 
added  50  with  Rhodes  and 
given  a  15,000  crowd  reason 
for  bewilderment  at  what  had 
gone  before. 


contract 

By  David  Hands 
RUGBY  CORRESPONDENT 

WELL  CAiaiNG.  die  -Eng¬ 
land  captain  since  1988,  tedthe 
way  into  rugby  union's  new 
era  yesterday  when,  he 
reached  agreement  with  the 

Rugby  Football [  Union  (RFU) 
over  a  professional  pootracL 
Last  night,  Carting  was  confi¬ 
dent  of  signing  axn.the  RFU 
expects  tie  squad  which  will 
play  Western  Samoa  tomor¬ 
row  to  foUow  suit 

Solidtors  representing  the 
piayerer-and  the  union  believe 
the  contracts  to  be  fair  and 
equable.  The  settlement  will 
have  the  dual  effect  of  clearing 
the  air  prior  to  the  internation¬ 
al  and  quellihg;  any 'threat 
from  proponents  of  an  unoffi¬ 
cial  super  league  in  Europe. 

"I  understand  that  players 
have  to  consider  aO  sorts  of 
offers,  but  I  have  made  up  my 
mind,”  Carling  said.  “It's  up  to 
each  player  to  decide,  but  it 
{the  European  League!  is  not 
something  I  believe  is  a  viable 
option.  Their  sort  of  contract 
means  they  own  you  lock, 
stock  and  barreL 

”1  prefer  to  stay  here  in 
London  and  play  rugby  with 
Harlequins.  No  one  can  pre¬ 
dict  what  will  happen  in  the 
next  year,  but  I  think  top 
players  will  be  doing  very  wdl 
anyway  and  they  will  still 
have  flexibility  in  their  lives." 

Carling  admitted  that  con¬ 
tractual  discussions  had  de¬ 
flected  from  the  international 
preparations  but  declined  to 
discuss  the  attitude  adopted  by 
his  colleagues.  However,  the 
RFU  is  confident  that  agree¬ 
ment  in  principle  has  been 
achieved  and  has  no  intention 
of  forcing  the  issue. 

The  Samoans’  tour  ends 

after  the  game  at  Twickenl  _ 

tomorrow,  but,  though  tmar 
immediate  future  is  brighter 
than  six  months  ago.  they  will 
reapply  to  the  International 
Rugby  Football  Board  settle¬ 
ment  fund  for  money  to  ensure 
the  game's  development  “But 
the  process  seems  a  long- 
winded  one,”  Bryan  wafiams, 
their  coach,  said.  ‘'We need  the 
money  now." 

□  Even  if  they  finish  bottom 
of  die  Courage  Clubs  Champ¬ 
ionship  second  division. 
Newcastle  will  not  be  relegat¬ 
ed.  The  RFU  last  night  re¬ 
solved  to  preserve  the  status 
qua  whereby  no  team  will  go  / 
down  to  division  three. 


Sports  Letters,  page  36 
Charismatic  captain,  page  38 
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Counties  reject  Illingworth’s  plea 


By  Simon  Wilde 

THERE  was  little  encouraging  news 
from  headquarters  for  Raymond 
Illingworth  yesterday.  Representatives  of 
the  county  cricket  dubs  listened  with 
interest  to  the  suggestion  that  the 
England  manager  should  have  ultimate 
authority  over  their  players,  and  rejected 
it  and  dual-qualified  players,  like  An¬ 
drew  Symonds.  are  not  going  to  be 
prevented  from  plying  their  trade  here, 
despite  the  introduction  of  a  revised 
declaration  for  them  to  sign. 

Illingworth  looks  enviously  on  the 
powers  available  to  his  counterparts  In 
other  countries,  who  can  order  a  player  to 
be  rested  from  a  domestic  competition  to 
preserve  him  for  international  fixtures. 
He  watched  with  frustration  as  York¬ 
shire  and  Darren  Gough  defied  his 
wishes  last  summer. 

The  winter  meeting  of  the  Test  and 
County  Cricket  Board,  which  concluded 
at  Lord's  yesterday,  decided  that  it  would 
be  more  “appropriate'*  if  the  matter  was 


left  to  the  discretion  of  the  county 
concerned.  They  advocated  “discussion” 
between  the  parties. 

As  for  the  Birminghambom  Symonds. 
Gloucestershire  were  still  anticipating 
last  night  that  he  will  take  up  a  thrre-year 
contract  with  them  in  the  spring,  barring 
selection  in  the  meantime  for  Australia, 
where  he  was  raised.  If  he  does  so,  he  wfl] 
be  required  to  sign  a  new  declaration 
stating  that  it  is  not  his  “desire  or 
intention  to  play  cricket  for  any  country 
outside  the  European  Community  and 


□  County  championship:  overs  reduced 
from  110  to  104  on  first  three  days,  and  from 
102  to  96  on  fourth  day.  Prize-money 
increased  by  £46,000  to  £155,000  to  cover  first 
nine  finishers.  Use  of  heavy  idler  permitted. 

□  Benson  aid  Hedges  Cup:  innings  re¬ 
duced  from  55  to  50  overs;  one  45-minute 
interval. 

□  NafWest  Trophy:  separate  start  days  lor 
semi-finals. 


accordingly  1  will  not  play,  and  1  am  not 
seeking,  and  will  not  seek,  to  qualify  to 
play  cricket  at  any  level  for  any  such 
country”. 

While  this  puts  a  greater  moral 
obligation  on  Symonds  to  commit  him¬ 
self  to  English  cricket,  there  would  still  be 
no  legal  redress  if  he  subsequently 
derided  to  play  for  Australia. 

The  meeting  concentrated  on  the 
cricket  committee’s  review  of  four-day 
cricket  and  followed  most  of  its  recom¬ 
mendations.  The  most  notable  rebuttals 
were  (he  powers  it  wanted  given  to 
lUingworth  and  a  complete  ban  on 
overseas  players  from  1999.  The  Latter 
issue  will  be  discussed  again  in  the 
spring. 

The  committee's  advice  was  taken  on 
changes  to  the  domestic  competitions, 
notably  a  redaction  in  the  number  of 
overs  per  day  in  the  championship,  prize- 
money  extending  to  nine  places  and  the 
option  to  use  a  heavy  roller.  By  1997,  most 
championship  matches  should  be  start¬ 
ing  on  Wednesdays. 


BAF  tightens  Olympic  selection  format 


By  David  Powell,  athletics  correspondent 


IN  WHAT  was  described  by 
the  British  Athletic  Federation 
(BAF)  as  “a  vigorous  tighten¬ 
ing  up  of  the  system",  the' 
governing  body  announced 
yesterday  a  return  to  the 
Olympic  trials  format  that  put 
Sebastian  Coe  out  of  conten¬ 
tion  for  a  thini  successive  1500 
metres  tide  in  the  Eighties. 

However,  far  from  being 
controversial,  the  change  has 
been  welcomed  by  Britain's 
athletes.  Some  177  competitors 
communicated  their  response 
to  the  federation.  “The  policy 
certainly  reflects  input  from 
the  athletes,**  Geoff  Parsons, 
the  Commonwealth  Games 
high  jump  bronze  medal-win¬ 
ner,  said. 

the  Olympic  Games  in 
Atlanta  next  year,  the  first  two 
athletes  in  each  event  at  the 
trials,  who  are  eligible  for 


Great  Britain  and  Northern 
Ireland,  will  be  guaranteed 
places  in  the  team,  provided 
the  qualification  standard  has 
been  met.  Athletes  finishing  in 
the  first  two.  but  without 
qualifying  marks,  will  give 
way  to  those  lower  down  who 
do  possess  them. 

For  the  1992  Barcelona 
Olympics,  wily  the  winning 
athlete  was  assured  of  a  place, 
the  remaining  two  being  allo¬ 
cated  at  the  selectors 1  discre¬ 
tion.  That  system  has  been  in 
operation  for  every  interna¬ 
tional  championship  since  the 
Seoul  Olympics  of  I9S8,  while 
the  BAF  has  attempted,  with¬ 
out  success,  to  conceal  the 
holes  in  its  policy. 

“The  system  was  being 
abused,"  Tony  Ward,  the  BAF 
spokesman,  said-  “Hence  the 
move  towards  these  two  sig¬ 


nificant  changes."  The  other 
change  is  the  stipulation  that 
athletes  must  compete  in  the 
event  or  events  for  which  they 
wish  to  be  selected.  If  Linford 
Christie  wants  to  compete  in 
the  100  and  200  metres  in 
Atlanta,  he  wifi  need  to  run 
both  at  the  trials  in 
Birmingham  in  June. 

Now  it  is  back  to  the  1988 
format  by  which  Coe  failed  to 
make  Olympic  selection.  He 
was  knocked  out  in  the  heals 
but,  under  a  first-past-the-post 
System,  would  probably  have 
beat  named  instead  of  Steve 

Crabb,  who  was  second  in  the 

trial,  to  join  Steve  Cram  and 
Peter  Elliott 

The  selectors  have  retained 
a  safety  clause  whereby.  in 

“exceptional  circumstances" 
they  can  make  “value  judg¬ 
ments"  over  selections.  How¬ 


ever.  the  new  policy  should 
help  to  eliminate  any  abuse. 

Too  often,  athletes  have 
fulfilled  the  requirement  to 
compete  in  the  trials  without 
taking  part  in  their  main 
event  Last  year,  Steve  Smith, 
the  British  high  jump  record- 
holder,  competed  in  the  long 
jump  instead.  In  the  world 
championship  trials,  Cotin 
Jackson  ran  the  100  metres. 
Or.  he  started  to.  but  did  not 
finish,  claiming  injury,  only  to 
run  for  money  in  Italy  the  next 
day,  Jackson  was  selected 
subject  to  proving  fitness, 
failed  to  do  so,  and  did  not 
defend  his  hurdles  world  title. 

The  "tough  policy”  is  de¬ 
signed  partly  to  reduce  contro¬ 
versy.  Parsons  said  he  did  not 
believe  the  policy  held  any 
concerns,  but  added:  There 
will  always  be  difficult  cases." 
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